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Judge  Kopp  s  father  comes  to  America  and  his  early  life  here  his  father 
becomes  a  pharmacist  serves  in  the  U  S  Army  family  settles  in 
Syracuse  New  York  Judge  Kopp  s  mother  maternal  grandparents  his 
parents  are  interested  and  active  in  politics  early  education 

[Tape  1  Side  B] 

More  on  childhood  and  early  education  high  school  experiences  the 
depression  and  wartime  experiences  of  some  of  Judge  Kopp  s  family 
applies  to  colleges  including  Dartmouth  working  part  time  jobs  and 
going  to  high  school  takes  courses  as  Syracuse  University  admitted  to 
and  attends  Dartmouth  University  joins  a  fraternity 

[Tape  2  Side  A] 

Judge  Kopp's  father  loses  one  of  his  drug  stores  long  hours  at  the  drug 
store  more  on  Judge  Kopp  s  education  World  War  II  planning  to  go  to 
college  discrimination  against  Jews  at  Ivy  League  Colleges  working 
before  going  to  college  taking  courses  at  Syracuse  University  before 
going  to  Dartmouth  getting  started  at  Dartmouth  as  a  pre  med  major 
joining  a  fraternity  the  Jewish  community  and  prejudice  m  Syracuse 

[Tape  2  SideB] 

Writing  for  the  Dartmouth  student  newspaper  The  Dartmouth  students 
coming  back  from  the  war  stays  with  The  Dartmouth  through  1945 
becoming  assistant  sports  editor  and  writing  a  column  becomes  a  Rufus 
Choate  scholar  m  last  two  years  deciding  to  pursue  a  legal  career 
working  while  a  student  at  Dartmouth  at  the  Mary  Hitchcock  Memorial 
Hospital  and  other  jobs  working  and  traveling  the  summer  before 
business  school  applying  to  law  schools  and  admission  to  the  Harvard 
Law  School  starting  law  school  at  Harvard 

SESSION  2  August  18  2001 

[Tape  3  Side  A] 

More  on  attending  Harvard  University  Law  School  difference  between 
first  and  second  years  in  law  school  summer  work  in  a  real  estate  office 
law  school  rankings  the  need  to  fulfill  military  obligations  entering  the 
U  S  Air  Force  as  a  second  Lieutenant  taking  the  District  of  Columbia  bar 
exam  serving  in  the  Judge  Advocate  General  s  office  and  being  promoted 


to  first  Lieutenant  studying  for  the  California  State  Bar  Exam  at 
McGeorge  School  of  Law 

[Tape  3  Side  B] 

More  on  the  McGeorge  School  of  Law  and  its  Dean  Gordon  Shaber 
serving  m  the  Air  Force  in  Sacramento  and  regular  visits  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  passes  the  California  Bar  examination  serving  the 
last  part  of  enlistment  in  Oklahoma  returning  to  Syracuse  after  getting  out 
of  the  Air  Force  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar  looking  for  legal 
opportunities  in  upstate  New  York 

[Tape  4  Side  A] 

Looking  for  legal  opportunities  in  New  York  City  takes  a  position  with 
the  Water  Front  Commission  of  New  York  Harbor  the  New  York  City 
Harbor  in  the  1950  s  looking  for  legal  work  m  California  going  to  work 
for  Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro  practicing  law  in  a  large  firm  Judge 
Kopp  s  parents  and  other  members  of  his  family  also  move  to  California 

[Tape  4  SideB] 

More  on  Judge  Kopp  s  family  movmg  to  California  leaving  Pillsbury 
Madison  and  Sutro  practicing  law  with  a  small  group  and  getting  to  do 
trial  work  various  legal  cases  handled  during  this  period  becoming 
active  in  the  Barrister  s  Club  more  details  of  practicing  law  during  this 
early  period  forming  the  partnership  of  Kopp  and  Goldstein  running  for 
and  being  elected  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1971 
practicing  law  after  being  elected  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  working  on 
political  campaigns  for  others  pnor  to  1971  taking  part  in  Democratic 
Party  politics  in  San  Francisco 

[Tape  5  Side  A] 

More  on  working  in  politics  and  political  campaigns  in  San  Francisco  in 
the  1950  s  and  1950  s  more  on  Democratic  organization  politics  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  1950  s  and  1960  s  the  California  Democratic  Council 
local  electoral  politics  in  San  Francisco  running  for  and  winning  election 
to  the  State  Conference  of  Barristers  the  Young  Lawyers  section  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  working  on  charitable  activities  more  on 
elections  and  politics  in  San  Francisco  in  the  1960  s 

[Tape  5  Side  B] 

More  on  elections  and  politics  in  San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 
organizational  m  fighting  during  the  1960  s  in  San  Francisco  George 
Moscone  starts  m  San  Francisco  politics  Kopp  in  nearly  appointed  to  the 
San  Francisco  Board  of  Education  politics  in  the  Jewish  community  m 
San  Francisco  denies  Kopp  the  appointment  Kopp  is  appointed  to  the 
Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  the  Pierre  Salinger  campaign 
for  U  S  Senate  in  California  in  1964 
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[Tape  6  Side  A] 

More  on  working  for  Democratic  candidates  in  California  Jack  Ertola  s 
campaign  for  reelection  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  Co 
Chairman  of  the  Northern  California  Lawyers  Committee  for  Bobby 
Kennedy  s  candidacy  for  President  in  1968  comments  on  Richard  Nixon 
working  in  other  San  Francisco  elections  for  Roger  Boas  and  John 
Barbagelata  also  campaigning  for  Terry  Francois  in  1 970  the  issue  of 
busing  in  San  Francisco  schools  representing  those  opposed  to  busing 
the  effect  of  busing  on  Kopp  s  children  legal  rulings  on  busing  the 
Chinese  community  and  the  busing  issue 

[Tape  6  SideB]  160 

More  on  the  Asian  community  and  school  busmg  in  San  Francisco  the 
Chinese  community  responds  by  starting  Chinese  Freedom  Schools  this 
issue  leads  to  the  Chinese  community  taking  a  greater  interest  in  local 
politics  in  general  1971  Kopp  decides  to  run  for  the  San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors  raising  money  and  campaigning  other  members  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  Diane  Femstem  more  political  maneuvering  by 
Feinstein  and  others  Kopp  has  one  date  with  Diane  Femstem  when  they 
were  both  single  more  on  Kopp  s  1971  campaign  first  year  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors 

[Tape  7  Side  A]  175 

Joe  Alioto  as  lawyer  and  mayor  Judge  Kopp  represents  labor  unions  the 
1973  Mayors  race  Femstem  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  after 
the  1973  election  the  1971  campaign  for  supervisor  1974  election  for 
Governor  of  California  campaign  spending  limits  more  on  the  1974  race 
for  governor  raising  campaign  funds  for  Jerry  Brown  relationship  with 
Mayor  Joe  Alioto  George  Christopher  a  mayor  of  San  Francisco 
investigation  concerning  Alioto  and  the  Far  Eastern  Shipping  Company 
the  mayors  office  in  1975  Terry  Francois  the  San  Francisco  police  strike 
of  1 975  Changing  the  City  Charter  as  a  result  of  the  Strikes 

[Tape  7  SideB]  190 

More  on  changing  the  City  Charter  the  Mayor  election  of  1975  Bob 
Dolan  clerk  to  the  board  of  supervisors  George  Moscone  decides  to  run 
for  mayor  raising  money  to  run  for  re  election  to  the  board  of  supervisors 
deciding  not  to  run  for  mayor  in  1975  the  political  activities  of  Mo 
[Morns}  Bernstein  in  the  1975  mayors  election  more  on  Kopp  s  run  for 
reelection  to  the  board  of  supervisors  in  1975  Bob  Mendelsohn  and  the 
Coastal  Commission  serving  ex  officio  on  regional  boards  and 
commissions  Kopp  finishes  first  m  1 975  and  becomes  president  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  John  Barbgelata  and  George  Moscone  in  run  off  for 


mayor  in  1975  Moscone  is  elected  Mayor  Moscone  s  political  career 
redistncting  and  a  new  Senate  seat  for  San  Francisco  Leo  McCarthy 

[Tape  8  Side  A]  203 

Mr  Kopp  s  father  and  legislation  relating  to  pharmacists  introduced  by 
George  Moscone  Kopp  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
George  Moscone  is  mayor  first  actions  taken  by  Kopp  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  regarding  the  committee  system  and  other  matters 
what  can  be  done  with  minor  committees  the  State  and  National  Affairs 
Committee  public  employees  go  on  strike  Feinstein  s  ambitions  more 
on  the  public  employees  strike  and  what  was  needed  to  settle  it  Moscone 
tries  to  remove  labor  leader  Joe  Mazzola  from  the  Airport  Commission  by 
impeachment  for  actions  relating  to  the  strike  the  impeachment  trial 
before  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

[Tape  8  SideB]  217 

The  verdict  in  the  impeachment  trial  ten  to  one  for  impeachment  three 
years  later  the  California  Court  of  Appeals  holds  the  impeachment  illegal 
the  campaign  for  district  elections  for  the  board  of  supervisors  Moscone  s 
chief  of  police  Charles  Gam  and  the  election  of  Joe  Freitas  as  district 
attorney  Supervisor  Mendelson  is  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Intenor  by  President  Carter  but  labor  successfully  opposes  him  Femstem 
also  wanted  an  appointment  under  President  Carter  the  first  distnct 
elections  are  held  in  1977  Kopp  runs  unopposed  in  his  new  distnct  all 
the  others  had  opposition  Kopp  is  the  leading  vote  getter  but  contrary  to 
custom  he  allows  the  job  to  go  to  Femstem  in  return  for  her  endorsement 
for  Mayor  in  1979  while  Kopp  is  in  the  hospital  Femstem  lines  up  the 
vote  of  Supervisor  Dan  White  Kopp  s  political  relationship  with  Harvey 
Milk  more  on  Feinsteins  agreement  to  support  Kopp  for  Mayor  in  1979 
the  details  of  Feinsteins  election  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
Femstem  fails  to  keep  her  agreement  to  endorse  Kopp  for  Mayor  Dan 
White  and  his  one  issue  opposition  to  a  home  for  delinquent  boys  in  his 
distnct  Dan  Whites  anger  at  Harvey  Milk  for  promising  to  vote  against 
the  home  and  then  voting  for  it  White  was  a  problem  from  the  beginning 
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[Tape  9  Side  A]  230 

Dan  White  resigns  from  the  Board  of  Supervisors  the  assassinations  of 
George  Moscone  and  Harvey  Milk  by  Dan  White  Femstem  becomes 
mayor  Molinan  becomes  President  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Morns 
Bernstein  appointments  to  boards  and  commissions  by  the  Mayor  of  San 
Francisco  Bernstein  approaches  Kopp  and  offers  to  raise  funds  for  him 
influential  figures  in  San  Francisco  politics  Feinsteins  style  in  politics 
the  1979  mayors  race 
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[Tape  9  Side  B] 

In  1975  Kopp  had  considered  running  for  District  Attorney  of  San 
Francisco  more  on  the  1979  mayors  election  as  Kopp  hires  campaign 
consultant  Clint  Riley  Warren  Simmons  raises  money  for  Kopp 
campaign  contributions  problems  and  an  investigation  Kopp  tells  the 
press  about  the  questionable  contribution  Warren  Simmons  pleads  guilty 
to  giving  illegal  campaign  contributions  it  set  the  campaign  for  mayor 
back  Kopp  s  campaign  strategy  a  third  candidate  enters  the  election 
friends  and  supporters  in  the  campaign  the  city  charter  had  been 
amended  to  require  a  majority  to  win  the  election  support  for  Kopp  from 
other  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  the  primary  election  results 
now  there  is  a  runoff  between  Kopp  and  Feinstein  The  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  supports  and  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  support  Feinstein 
the  granting  of  certificates  of  honor  by  the  board  of  supervisors  and  the 
attempt  to  honor  a  gay  couple  Kopp  opposes  this  certificate  of  honor 

[Tape  10  Side  A]  257 

The  appointment  of  Harry  Bright  to  the  succeed  Harvey  Milk  on  the  board 
of  supervisors  the  endorsement  of  David  Scott  in  the  mayoral  run  off 
election  the  run  off  campaign  for  mayor  the  television  debates  favor 
Feinstein  Warren  Hmckle  and  a  mailer  about  Feinstein  s  hotel  become  a 
campaign  problem  for  Kopp  the  Democratic  establishment  endorses 
Feinstein  Feinstein  wins  and  then  invites  Kopp  to  her  office  the  repeal  of 
district  elections  Working  with  campaign  consultant  Client  Riley  Kopp 
is  leading  vote  getter  but  is  denied  the  presidency  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  an  initiative  is  passed  in  1982  requiring  that  the  top  vote 
getter  be  made  board  president  the  district  elected  supervisors  were  more 
liberal  than  those  elected  at  large  salary  increases  for  board  members 
Kopp  is  encouraged  by  Clint  Riley  to  run  for  the  state  Board  of 
Equalization  Gray  Davis  wants  assembly  seat  Conway  Collis  now  wants 
Board  of  Equalization  seat 

[Tape  10  SideB]  271 

Conway  Collis  files  report  showing  large  amount  of  campaign  funds 
Kopp  hold  news  conferences  to  announce  his  candidacy  he  is  advised  not 
to  run  for  the  Board  of  Equalization  George  Deukmejian  discourages 
Kopp  from  running  for  the  Board  of  Equalization  did  Willie  Brown  set 
Kopp  up  to  run  for  the  Board  Clint  Riley  s  motives  for  encouraging  Kopp 
to  run  Kopp  tries  has  hand  at  hosting  a  radio  talk  show  then  to  being  a 
political  commentator  on  KTVU  Kopp  s  relationship  with  the  press 
support  of  the  open  meeting  laws  attempt  to  impeach  Mayor  Feinstein  in 
1982  who  was  really  responsible  for  the  recall9  some  Feinstein 
supporters  urge  Kopp  to  run  for  San  Francisco  District  Attorney 
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[Tape  1 1  Side  A] 

Kopp  is  urged  to  run  for  San  Francisco  District  Attorney — Femstein  s 
relationship  with  the  press  Femstein  s  career  more  on  running  for 
District  Attorney  Femstein  and  crime  issues  John  Van  de  Kamp  as  a 
politician  Kopp's  1984  election  for  supervisors  successful  but  a 
disappointment  last  term  on  the  board  of  supervisors  success  and  failure 
with  city  ballot  measures  the  San  Francisco  Democratic  County 
Committee  censures  Kopp  over  initiatives  Kopp  reregisters  as  an 
independent  travel  to  Israel  to  take  part  in  Volunteers  for  Israel  other 
trips  to  Israel  a  state  senate  seat  is  open 

SESSION  5  September  21  2001 

[Tape  12  Side  A]  301 

1975  Board  of  Supervisors  election  Kopp  becomes  President  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  a  bomb  is  left  in  Kopp  s  mailbox  Supervisor 
Barbabeglata  also  receives  a  bomb  in  the  mail  Femstein  claims  that  there 
had  been  a  bomb  on  the  porch  of  her  house  Radical  groups  m  the  1970  s 
Proposition  13  in  June  1978  and  the  problem  of  property  tax  assessment 
in  California  Kopp  and  other  county  supervisors  try  to  get  Governor  Jerry 
Brown  to  do  something  about  property  tax  assessments  prior  to  1978 
Kopp  supported  Proposition  13  arguments  m  San  Francisco  over  property 
taxes 

[Tape  12  SideB]  315 

More  on  Paul  Gann  and  his  attempts  to  change  state  government  the 
effect  of  Proposition  13  on  the  budget  in  San  Francisco  the  number  of 
San  Francisco  City  employees  state  bailout  of  local  governments  after  the 
passage  of  Proposition  13  Kopp  begins  to  campaign  for  State  Senate  in 
1986  Kopp  endorses  John  Garamendi  in  1982  Democratic  primary  for 
Governor  Kopp  view  of  Garamendi  s  effect  on  Public  policy  m  California 
especially  on  property  tax  assessment  advantages  for  large  railroads 
utilities  and  other  multi  county  property  owners  his  record  as  Insurance 
Commissioner  Senator  Bill  Lockyer  delays  legislation  regulating  Native 
American  gambling  Dave  Stirling  also  aids  Native  American  gambling 
more  on  Kopp  s  first  run  for  the  state  senate  Foran  decides  not  to  run  for 
reelection  Papan  and  others  seek  Democratic  nomination 

[Tape  13  Side  A]  330 

Kopp's  first  run  for  state  senate  running  as  an  Independent  the 
Republican  plan  for  winning  a  majority  in  the  state  senate  and  its  effect  on 
Kopp  s  campaign  using  petitions  to  get  on  the  ballot  as  an  Independent 
raising  money  the  general  election  campaign 
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[Tape  13  SideB] 

More  on  the  1 986  general  election  campaign  for  state  senate  the  politics 
of  the  Democrats  in  the  state  senate  and  its  effect  on  the  campaign  the 
press  and  the  media  m  the  campaign  the  use  of  television  commercials 
forcing  Lou  Papan  the  Democratic  nominee  to  debate  controversial 
campaign  flyer  put  out  by  the  Papan  campaign  leads  to  charges  of  anti 
Semitism  the  polls  m  the  election  it  is  difficult  for  an  Independent  to 
win 

[Tape  14,  Side  A]  359 

Organizing  staff  and  starting  out  in  the  state  senate  committee 
assignments  Jack  Davis  departs  as  Kopp  s  chief  of  staff  meeting  with 
the  Senate  Republican  Leader  raising  money  to  retire  campaign  debt 
legislation  introduced  during  the  first  year  bemg  sworn  in  as  a  state 
senator  resolution  regarding  Iran/Contra  Affair  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session  tort  reform  agreement  the  napkin  deal 

SESSION  6  September  22  2001 

[Tape  15  Side  A]  372 

Bringing  the  National  Football  League  Super  Bowl  XIX  to  the  Bay  Area 
(Stanford  University  Stadium)  in  1985  organizing  for  the  game  the  role 
of  area  local  governments  the  economic  impact  of  the  Super  Bowl 
Kopp  s  personal  pleasure  at  the  event  and  its  success  a  second  bid  for  the 
Super  Bowl 

[Tape  15,  Side  B]  385 

More  on  the  second  attempt  to  attract  the  Super  Bowl  to  the  Bay  Area  the 
death  of  Jesse  Unruh  and  the  appointment  of  a  new  California  State 
Treasurer  Lungren  meets  with  Kopp  others  who  were  considered  for  the 
post  of  Treasurer  the  senate  Democrats  appeal  to  Kopp  to  vote  against  the 
Lungren  nomination  the  Democrats  of  Kopp  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Senate  Transportation  Committee  Kopp  now  needs  to  find  a  way  to  vote 
against  Lungren  after  saying  that  he  would  vote  to  confirm  Senator 
Maddy  had  lobbied  Kopp  on  behalf  of  Lungren  the  Lungren  nomination 
loses  in  the  senate  and  Kopp  is  appointed  Chau-  of  the  Senate 
Transportation  Committee  local  government  bill  relating  to  incorporation 
of  Broadmoor  that  Deukmejian  vetoed 

[Tape  16  Side  A]  400 

More  on  local  government  bill  the  Deukmejian  vetoed  dealmg  with 
annexation  and  Broadmoor  Assemblywoman  Jackie  Speier  want  to  run 
against  Kopp  in  1990  Kopp  takes  over  as  Transportation  Committee 
Chair  talk  of  Kopp  running  for  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  in  1987  and  the 
role  of  Feinstein  in  that  race  Kopp  keeps  that  staff  on  the  Transportation 


Committee  Kopp  s  experience  m  transportation  issues  gained  as  a 
supervisor  putting  a  ban  special  license  plates  Kopp  s  plan  for 
transportation  funding  along  with  other  plans  the  Transportation 
Blueprint  for  the  21st  Century5  the  use  of  toll  roads  working  with 
Deukmejian  after  votmg  against  the  Lungren  nomination  for  treasurer 
Kopp  sponsored  legislation 

[Tape  16  Side  B]  415 

More  on  legislation  sponsored  by  then  Senator  Kopp  attempts  to  amend 
Proposition  65  the  sources  of  other  legislation  that  Kopp  carried 
differences  between  legislating  in  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  the  California  State  Legislature 

SESSION  7  September  22  2001 

[Tape  17  Side  A]  421 

More  on  Deukmejian  s  veto  of  Kopp  sponsored  legislation  after  the  vote  to 
reject  Lungren’s  nomination  the  effect  of  being  a  committee  chair  on 
success  in  passing  legislation  Caltrans  the  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles 
and  local  transportation  agencies  as  sources  of  legislation  dealing  with 
transportation  issues  attempts  to  change  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  District 
the  origins  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  the  District  that  controls  it 
opposition  to  making  changes  m  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  District  other 
bills  sponsored  by  Kopp  dealmg  with  transportation  legislation  to  return 
budget  surplus  funds  to  the  taxpayers  legislation  dealing  with  matters  of 
legal  procedure  Senator  Frank  Hill  convicted  of  corruption  charges 
Kopp  and  other  members  of  the  legislature  appear  at  ophthalmologists  had 
their  convention  m  Monterey 

[Tape  17  Side  B]  434 

More  on  the  ophthalmologist  convention  in  Monterey  Kopp  refuses  the 
honorarium  and  asks  for  a  contribution  to  his  campaign  committee 
instead  Joe  Montoya  is  also  convicted  of  corruption  Joe  Montoya  Ross 
Johnson  and  Kopp  cosponsor  Proposition  73  m  1988  was  intended  to 
limit  campaign  contributions  and  other  campaign  related  matters 
Proposition  68  also  passed  in  1988  relating  to  campaigns  various  law 
suits  filed  challenging  campaign  initiatives  the  corruption  trial  of  Joe 
Montoya  Kopp  and  Montoya  are  seat  mates  in  the  senate  Paul  Carpenter 
and  his  corruption  trial  Kopp  keeps  in  touch  with  Montoya  after  his 
conviction  even  visits  him  in  prison  and  also  visits  Frank  Hill  Alan 
Robbms  and  Clay  Jackson  the  Senate  Democratic  leadership  did  indulge 
in  occasional  oversight  during  the  time  Kopp  was  Chair  of  the  Senate 
Transportation  Committee  more  on  the  legislation  sponsored  by  Kopp 
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Legislation  dealing  with  campaign  contributions  to  members  of  the  Board 
of  Equalization  other  legislation  sponsored  by  Senator  Kopp  defining 
commercial  bribery  expert  witness  fees  and  other  matters  the  California 
State  Bar  Association  more  Kopp  sponsored  legislation  the  difficulty  of 
trying  to  pass  legislation  dealing  with  the  Board  of  Equalization 
attempting  to  reform  the  initiative  process  Kopp  s  relationship  with 
Caltrans  Pete  Wilson  tries  to  privatize  Caltrans  activities  Kopp  s 
relationship  with  the  California  Transportation  Commission  a  bill  to  help 
renters  other  legislation  relationship  with  lobbyists 

[Tape  18  SideB]  465 

More  on  relationship  with  lobbyists  the  most  important  legislation 
sponsored  the  Ralph  M  Brown  Act  revisions  and  the  legislation 
providing  for  the  funding  of  the  replacement  span  on  the  Oakland  Bay 
Bridge  Kopp  introduces  constitutional  amendment  limiting  the  number 
bills  a  member  could  introduce  Kopp  then  circumvents  his  own  rule 
Kopp  wants  another  bay  crossing  to  connect  among  other  things  the  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland  Airports  lost  amendments  to  the  U  S 
Constitution  legislation  dealing  with  Broadmoor  legislation  dealing  with 
Proposition  13  Wilson  and  Kopp  discuss  a  judicial  appointment  for 
Kopp  Kopp  chairs  budget  subcommittee  that  has  authority  to  fund  new 
judgeships  Kopp  meets  regularly  with  Democrats  about  the  budget 

[Tape  19  Side  A]  479 

Kopp  talks  about  Superior  Court  Appointment  with  Wilson 
Administration  procedure  for  gaining  appoint  to  the  bench  Judge  Kopp 
is  sworn  in  John  Burton  reacts  to  Kopp  s  appointment  Burton  and  Kopp's 
relationship  in  general  Burton  wants  a  special  license  plate  to  support 
AIDS  research,  it  fails  to  generate  sufficient  sales  why  Kopp  had 
endorsed  Republicans  for  state  wide  office  U  S  Senator  and  Governor 
Kopp  did  endorse  Lungren  but  that  was  not  necessary  from  Wilson  s  point 
of  view  Kopp  s  1990  reelection  to  the  Senate  Kopp  wins  with  73%  of 
the  vote  in  the  heavy  Republican  year  of  1994  Kopp  is  reelected  with 
64%  of  the  vote  this  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  a  more  favorable  district 
after  the  1992  redistncting  Kopp  s  approach  to  redistricting 

[Tape  19  Side  B]  494 

More  on  the  1992  redistncting  Kopp  s  new  distnct  was  heavily  minonty 
the  problems  of  the  U  S  Voting  Rights  Act  and  the  need  for  approval  of 
the  distncting  plan  by  the  U  S  Department  of  Justice  the  Democrats 
promised  not  to  support  a  Democrat  against  Kopp  in  1994  Kopp  goes  on 
a  driving  tour  of  his  new  distnct  Wilson  vetoes  redistncting  plan  and 
special  masters  are  appointed  by  the  California  State  Supreme  Court  the 
court  approved  8th  senatonal  distnct  Kopp  s  distnct  turned  out  to  be 


perfect  all  Kopp  could  have  hoped  for  David  Roberti  and  Bill  Lockyer 
asSenate  Democratic  Leaders  conflict  with  Lockyer  over  one  of  Kopp  s 
last  transportation  bills  the  Brown  Act  legislation  sponsored  by  Kopp 
legislation  that  he  considers  the  most  important  he  earned  dimng  his  time 
in  the  legislature 

[Tape  20  Side  A]  509 

More  on  Kopp's  sponsorship  of  legislation  strengthening  the  open  meeting 
laws  the  opposition  of  local  government  to  making  the  law  stronger 
strong  support  for  the  legislation  from  the  press  and  media  important 
legislation  within  the  area  of  transportation  policy  changing  the  way 
decisions  were  on  projects  the  gas  tax  increase  financing  for 
reconstruction  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  retrofitting  of  other  bridges 
automatic  toll  collection  and  the  establishment  of  the  California  High 
Speed  Rail  Authority  no  opposition  in  election  for  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  judicial  elections  in  general  Kopp  s  views  on  Willie  Brown 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SUMMARY 

Quentin  L  Kopp  was  bom  August  1 1  1928  in  Syracuse  (New  York)  General 
Hospital  His  father  Shepard  Kopp  had  immigrated  to  the  United  States  where  he  became  a 
Pharmacist  Mr  Kopp  s  mother  was  bom  in  Binghamton  New  York 

He  spent  his  early  life  in  Syracuse  where  is  father  operated  several  different 
Pharmacies  His  mother  was  what  we  would  call  today  a  homemaker  Both  his  parents 
were  politically  interested  and  active  helping  others  run  for  office  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
Shepard  Kopp  running  for  office  himself 

After  completing  primary  and  secondary  school  m  the  public  schools  of  Syracuse 
Judge  Kopp  graduated  from  Dartmouth  University  After  Dartmouth  he  attended  and 
graduated  from  the  Harvard  Law  School  After  service  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  he 
worked  for  the  Water  Front  Commission  of  New  York  Harbor  After  a  little  more  than  a  year 
in  that  post  he  moved  to  San  Francisco  California  to  practice  law  and  make  his  way  in  the 
world 

At  the  beginning  of  his  working  career  as  an  attorney  in  San  Francisco  Judge  Kopp 
worked  at  one  of  the  largest  law  firms  m  the  west  Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro  After  this 
experience  he  went  into  a  temporary  partnership  before  settling  in  as  a  solo  practitioner 
During  this  period  he  took  part  in  legal  organizations  such  as  the  Barristers  Club  the 
California  State  Bar  Association  and  American  Bar  Association 

As  well  he  was  taking  part  in  San  Francisco  politics  as  a  Democrat  he  supported 
many  candidates  for  local  and  state  wide  office  before  he  himself  ran  Successfully  for  the 
San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1971  he  served  on  the  Board  until  1986  Kopp  ran 
for  Mayor  m  1981  against  Diane  Feinstein  he  finished  second  Among  his  many 
contributions  while  active  in  San  Francisco  politics  was  the  bringing  of  the  Super  Bowl  to 
the  Bay  Area  m  1985  As  well  he  was  a  leader  in  transportation  and  campaign  reform 
issues  especially  campaign  finance  reform 

In  1986  Judge  Kopp  ran  successfully  as  an  Independent  for  the  California  State 
Senate  He  served  in  the  State  Senate  until  he  was  forced  to  leave  in  1998  because  of  the 
imposition  of  term  limits  While  in  the  Senate  he  served  as  Chair  of  the  Senate 
Transportation  Committee  for  ten  years  As  such  he  was  a  leader  m  the  formation  of  state 
transportation  policy  Authoring  such  important  legislation  as  the  financing  plan  for  the 
repair  of  the  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  after  it  was  extensively  damaged  in  the  Loma  Pneta 
earthquake  in  1989  He  also  continued  his  interested  m  campaign  finance  reform  at  the  state 
level  authoring  legislation  and  ballot  propositions  Among  his  most  important 
accomplishments  while  a  member  of  the  Senate  was  the  extension  of  the  Brown  Act 
relating  to  open  meetings  for  state  and  local  government  boards  and  agencies 

In  December  1998  Senator  Kopp  was  appointed  to  the  Superior  Court  in  San  Mateo 
County  by  outgoing  Governor  Pete  Wilson  Judge  Kopp  was  elected  to  a  full  six  year  term 
in  2000  and  continues  to  serve  on  the  bench  with  no  plans  at  this  point  to  retire 
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Session  1  August  18,  2001 

[Tape  1  Side  A] 

SENEY  Good  morning  Judge 

KOPP  Good  morning  Don 

SENEY  I  want  to  begin  as  I  explained  to  you  by  talking  about  your 

background  I  know  that  you  were  bom  were  you  in  Syracuse  New 
York7  Grew  up  there  at  least7 

KOPP  I  was  bom  and  grew  up  in  Syracuse  1  was  born  in  Syracuse  General 

Hospital  August  11  1928 

My  father  was  Shepard  Kopp  and  he  was  bom  in  1897  in  a  part 
of  Eastern  Europe  that  is  now  Belarus  in  a  village  And  his  parents 
whom  I  never  met  my  paternal  grandparents  were  farmers  He  was 
bom  on  a  farm  raised  there  and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1912  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old  and  joined  essentially  his  oldest 
brother  in  Brooklyn  He  already  had  an  older  sister  who  was 
somewhere  in  or  around  metropolitan  New  York  or  perhaps  in 
Middletown  New  York  which  is  in  the  Catskills  There  were  clothing 
factories  there 

My  mother  was  bom  m  Binghamton  New  York  on  June  20 
1900  and  her  name  was  Gertrude  Shulman  They  married  in  1925 
My  mother  had  two  miscarriages  before  I  was  bom  and  reputedly 
because  of  that  was  in  bed  for  about  the  last  five  or  six  months  of  her 
pregnancy  with  me 
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Were  you  a  big  baby9  Because  you  re  certainly  a  tall  adult 
I  don  t  know 

Let  me  ask  you  about  your  father  Kopp  is  the  name  now  What  was 
it  to  begin  with9 

The  name  at  the  time  my  father  came  was  Koppolovitch  That  was  the 
name  that  his  oldest  brother  Harold  [Kopp]  1  shortened  also  was 
Koppolovitch  to  Kopp  A  third  brother  who  was  older  than  my  father 
was  the  Anglicized  name  was  James  The  Yiddish  name  was  Yonkel 
And  he  took  the  name  Koeppel  He  was  always  different  from  the  rest 
of  the  family  In  fact  he  was  missing  from  the  rest  of  the  family  for 
approximately  twenty  years  He  would  not  conform  to  the  customary 
activity  of  education  and  the  like  and  so  he  became  an  explorer  for 
gold  and  a  miner  and  I  guess  he  had  about  three  wives  I  only  saw 
him  twice  I  met  him  in  1947  and  saw  him  once  more  in  December 
1955  en  route  to  San  Francisco  from  Syracuse  He  suddenly  appeared 
But  anyway  to  go  back  to  the  original  question  it  was 
Koppolovitch  and  it  was  shortened 

Did  your  father  talk  about  what  things  were  like  in  what  is  now 
Belarus9 

A  little  My  father  graduated  from  pharmacy  college  Brooklyn 
College  of  Pharmacy  which  was  part  of  Long  Island  University  and  it 
was  1917  and  the  United  States  had  just  declared  war  on  Germany  in 
April  By  June  1st  he  d  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  and  he 


1  Unless  otherwise  indicated  materiel  in  brackets  was  inserted  by  editor 
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was  assigned  to  a  hospital  unit  He  went  to  France  with  the  first 
contingent  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  in  Europe  and  served 
in  France  and  was  naturalized  as  a  citizen  in  France 

Then  he  was  selected  after  November  11  1918  as  a  member  of 
the  American  Mission  to  Armenia  which  comprised  about  sixty  troops 
and  was  led  by  two  generals  One  was  General  George  Van  Horn 
Moseley  who  later  became  in  the  1930s  an  American  fascist  And 
the  other  was  [Major]  General  [James  G  ]  Harbourd  And  he  was 
selected  because  he  could  speak  Russian  The  mission  was  devoted  to 
examining  the  massacre  of  the  Armenians  by  the  Turks 

He  didn  t  return  to  the  United  States  until  probably  March  or 
April  of  1919  and  then  he  opened  a  drugstore 
Did  he  ever  talk  about  what  he  d  seen  in  Armenia? 

Oh  yes  he  did  Not  in  terms  of  the  massacres  so  much  but  he  left 
behind  a  photograph  album  of  the  various  parts  of  it  If  you  look  at  the 
photograph  album  it  looks  like  his  travels  traveling  through  Turkey 
There  is  a  report  which  I  have  that  was  issued  by  the  War 
Department  then  by  the  Army  There  were  descriptions  of  some  of 
the  findings  But  he  didn  t  talk  much  In  fact  I  can  t  even  remember 
him  talking  about  any  visible  signs  of  massacres  which  he 
encountered 

He  had  a  famous  story  which  does  bear  repeating  He  was  a 
corporal  two  stripes  and  he  would  have  been  twenty  two  He  was  out 
one  night  got  drunk  and  overslept  reveille  The  mission  was  divided 
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into  two  groups  of  about  thirty  each  and  he  was  due  to  move  out  m  the 
morning  with  the  first  group  Because  he  d  put  himself  in  such  a  state 
he  did  not  move  out  and  in  those  days  they  didn  t  dally  in  the  Army 
He  had  his  stripes  ripped  off  and  he  was  a  buck  private  again  So  he 
moved  out  with  the  second  group  either  the  next  day  or  later  that  day 

The  second  group  was  stopped  by  Kurds  The  Kurds  stopped  the 
second  group  apparently  because  they  thought  they  were  Armenian 
sympathizers  My  father  with  his  language  ability  such  as  it  was  was 
the  person  designated  to  discuss  it  with  the  Kurds  He  kept  repeating 
to  the  Kurds  that  they  were  not  associated  with  the  Armenians  they 
were  not  Armenians  they  were  Americans  The  chief  of  the  Kurds 
didn  t  believe  them  and  finally  he  said  Here  I  want  to  show  you 
and  he  took  them  behind  a  building  of  some  kind  -  bam  or  whatever 
else  it  was  -  and  he  took  his  pants  down  and  showed  them  he  was 
circumcised  and  then  they  believed  him  and  they  allowed  the 
Americans  to  pass 

But  the  place  where  George  Van  Horn  Moseley  comes  in  is  the 
first  contingent  had  moved  out  under  the  leadership  of  General 
Harbourd  The  second  contingent  was  under  Moseley  s  direction  and 
Moseley  never  forgot  it  and  maintained  a  correspondence  with  my 
father  into  the  late  1930s,  I  think  literally  right  up  until  Pearl  Harbor 
I  ve  seen  letters  which  slipped  away  in  which  he  would  address  my 
father  as  you  brave  boy  He  thought  of  him  as  you  brave  boy  for 
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having  gotten  them  through  So  his  stripes  were  restored  and  he  was 
discharged  as  a  corporal 

I  ve  written  the  United  States  Army  to  obtain  his  records 
Apparently  a  large  number  of  records  were  destroyed  in  a  fire  at  St 
Louis  That  s  what  I  was  informed 
SENEY  So  I  understand 

KOPP  So  his  records  are  lost 

SENEY  That  s  a  pity  So  he  comes  back  to  Syracuse  in  what  192P 

KOPP  He  came  back  in  1919  and  he  opened  a  drugstore  I  can  t  recall 

whether  he  opened  it  in  partnership  with  my  uncle  My  Uncle  Harold 
who  was  a  major  influence  in  my  life  had  preceded  my  father  at 
Brooklyn  College  of  Pharmacy  He  had  married  a  woman  whose 
maiden  name  was  Frances  Berger  She  graduated  in  the  first  class  of 
Barnard  College  She  was  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  She  came  from  a  family 
emanating  from  Fall  River  Massachusetts  and  that  family  included 
two  uncles  Joseph  [M  ]  and  Nicholas  Schenck  who  were  the  founders 
of  20th  Century  Fox  They  were  pioneers  m  the  motion  picture 
business  and  then  eventually  came  to  California 

I  don  t  know  the  reason  my  Uncle  Harold  settled  in  Syracuse  but 
he  did  and  that  was  I  think  the  magnet  for  my  father  And  they 
might  have  started  as  partners  They  were  partners  and  then  they 
would  have  disagreements  so  they  would  split  up  their  partnership  and 
then  resume  it  They  did  that  twice 


6 


SENEY 


KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


My  father  was  younger  was  headstrong  was  more  Americanized 
in  a  sense  My  Uncle  Harold  was  very  Americanized  too  but  my 
father  was  more  sociable  more  personable  Then  of  course  he  was 
enormously  proud  of  his  military  service  so  he  became  active  in  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  My  father  was  a  drinker  and  he  was  a 
gambler  He  was  different  in  that  phase  of  his  personality  from  my 
Uncle  Harold  who  was  none  of  the  above  Hard  worker  He  stayed  in 
Syracuse  and  met  my  mother  at  some  party 
One  thing  Dan  Fnedlander  told  me  about  you  was  -  how  did  he  put 
it7  -  your  reverence  for  Americanism  and  the  flag  and  I  don  t  mean  in 
a  narrow  minded  way  but  he  said  to  me  that  if  you  want  to  really 
compliment  someone  -  you  that  is  -  that  you  call  them  a  good 
American 

I  call  them  a  great  American 
Does  this  come  from  your  dad? 

Yes  it  does  I  grew  up  on  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  [VWF] 
activities  I  remember  being  m  Boston  when  I  was  maybe  nine  or  ten 
years  old  and  marching  in  the  VFW  parade  The  VFW  had  its  national 
convention  in  Boston  Those  were  proud  moments  And  when  it  had 
the  New  York  State  convention  m  Syracuse  I  can  recall  that  there  was 
a  threat  of  ram  and  my  mother  hoping  it  would  rain  because  then  they 
could  collect  on  the  insurance  [Laughter  ]  They  had  parade 
insurance  I  was  horrified  because  if  it  rained  I  couldn  t  march  in  the 
parade 
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So  sure  he  influenced  me  much  and  so  did  my  mother  My 
mother  had  that  predilection  too 
SENEY  Talk  about  your  mother  a  little  bit 

KOPP  My  mother  as  I  say  was  bom  in  Binghamton  Her  mother  and  father 

my  maternal  grandparents  who  I  knew  and  knew  well  I  spent 
summers  with  and  vacations  both  at  Christmas  time  and  spnng/Easter 
vacations  My  mother  had  to  leave  high  school  after  her  junior  year 
She  was  the  oldest  of  five  children  She  was  tall  She  was  about 
probably  in  those  days  five  eight  My  father  was  not  tall  My  father 
was  about  five  nine 

She  went  to  work  for  probably  the  richest  man  in  Binghamton 
then  whose  name  was  Willis  Sharpe  Kilmer  who  had  founded 
Kilmer  s  Swamp  Root  Tome  which  was  like  Lydia  Pinkham  s  Pills 
for  menstruation  It  was  a  tonic  He  had  a  huge  house  laid  out  along 
the  Susquehanna  River  m  Binghamton  which  separates  the  south  side 
of  Binghamton  from  the  other  side  and  my  mother  grew  up  on  the 
south  side  Her  father  and  mother  had  been  bom  also  m  that  part  of 
Eastern  Europe  which  is  now  Belarus  and  in  a  village  or  villages  that 
were  not  far  from  my  father  s  village  Her  father  my  maternal 
grandfather  had  been  in  business  He  was  in  a  furniture  business  but 
he  was  never  successful  I  think  he  went  bankrupt  once  He  was  in 
another  business  too  but  it  may  be  in  one  of  my  cousin  s  books 

So  she  had  to  leave  to  help  support  the  family  and  she  was  hired 
by  Willis  Sharpe  Kilmer  as  his  personal  secretary  at  the  age  of 


seventeen  or  eighteen  which  meant  supposedly  stenographic  and 
typing  work  But  she  used  to  proudly  proclaim  it  meant  everything 
including  washing  out  bottles  for  use  with  some  tinkering  with  the 
formula  for  Kilmer  s  Swamp  Root  Tonic  [Laughter  ]  She  worked  for 
him  until  I  guess  she  got  married  to  my  father  and  they  moved  to 
Syracuse 

Her  parents  particularly  my  grandparents  were  quite  old  world 
My  grandmother  was  very  superstitious  She  was  opinionated  My 
grandfather  tended  to  be  quieter  and  less  demonstrative  or  opinionated 
He  was  a  Republican  interestingly  [He]  believed  in  Republicanism 
He  shocked  me  because  I  was  a  Democrat  all  the  way  through  of 
course  from  the  start  but  he  shocked  me  when  Herbert  [H  ]  Lehman 
ran  against  John  Foster  Dulles  for  United  States  Senate  from  the  state 
of  New  York  It  was  either  1946  or  1948  Lehman  of  course  was 
Jewish  Lehman  had  been  governor  of  New  York  He  was  a  hero  to 
Jews  He  was  my  hero  as  a  child  I  didn  t  know  much  about  the 
Lehman  family  I  know  more  now  the  anstocracy  of  German  Jewry 
But  he  was  voting  for  John  Foster  Dulles  I  must  have  been  about 
eighteen  and  I  remember  I  was  just  shocked1  I  said  Grandpa  how 
can  you  do  that9  But  he  was  a  Republican 

But  anyway  so  he  was  in  and  out  of  businesses  but  my  mother 
was  the  leader  of  five  and  behind  her  came  a  girl  also  high  school 
graduate  only  another  girl  high  school  graduate  only  number  three 
my  Aunt  Edythe  (Shulman)  Shapero  Number  two  was  my  Aunt 
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Louise  Shulman  who  never  married  and  just  died  two  years  ago  m 
Los  Angeles  And  then  came  two  boys  Harold  [Shulman]  who  died 
on  September  24  2001  at  ninety  one  in  Binghamton  and  Albert 
[Shulman]  I  don  t  know  when  they  aspired  to  be  doctors  but  they 
did  And  so  the  three  girls  devoted  themselves  to  working  and 
supplying  money  to  the  family  including  money  that  would  be  used 
for  the  education  of  their  two  younger  brothers  who  went  to  Syracuse 
University  then  to  Syracuse  University  Medical  School  and  became 
medical  doctors  served  in  the  Army  in  World  War  II  and  returned  to 
Binghamton  and  practiced  medicine  with  distinction  m  Binghamton 
Now  my  mother  in  Syracuse  of  course  had  the  two 
miscamages  and  then  I  was  bom  and  then  my  sister  was  bom  in  1930 
She  was  bom  about  twenty  months  later  My  mother  became  swiftly 
interested  in  politics  She  participated  in  the  auxiliary  of  the  VFW 
and  she  participated  in  politics  and  she  became  the  first  female 
member  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  in  Onondaga  County 
She  was  forceful  she  was  opinionated  and  she  had  a  commanding 
presence  And  she  did  many  things  after  that 

During  the  WPA  days  in  1935  she  would  have  been  thirty  five 
and  my  father  was  thirty  eight  He  was  induced  to  run  for  county 
treasurer  He  was  active  in  politics  also  His  opponent  was  an 
incumbent  whose  name  was  John  Giminski  -  Polish  -  and  he  was  the 
Republican  county  chairman  for  Onondaga  County  He  had  two 
businesses  he  had  a  funeral  parlor  and  gee  isn  t  that  terrible  I  can  t 
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remember  the  other  business  he  had  The  Democratic  county 
chairman  was  an  Irishman  Bill  [William  H  ]  Kelley  who  had  a  coal 
company  The  Republicans  controlled  Onondaga  County  which  was 
mostly  agricultural  Syracuse  was  a  manufacturing  city  candles  New 
Processed  Gears  gears  for  General  Motors  automobiles  (this  was 
before  General  Electric  Prosperity  Company)  which  I  once  worked 
for  and  which  made  laundry  presses  There  was  some  Democratic 
strength  m  Syracuse  itself  particularly  with  the  immigrant  population 
the  Italians  the  Irish  Most  of  the  Jews  were  Republican 
interestingly 

In  any  event  my  father  ran  and  the  top  of  the  ticket  was  the 
candidate  for  mayor  who  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Francis  [D  ] 
McCum  who  later  became  an  Appellate  Division  justice  I  ve 
forgotten  what  he  was  at  the  time  but  he  ran  against  -  well  the 
Republican  mayor  was  Rolland  B  Marvin  -  Rolhe  Marvin  And  my 
father  lost  He  spent  $200  The  premise  was  that  the  party  would  raise 
money  for  him  The  party  didn  t  raise  money  for  him  He  was  a 
sacrificial  lamb  who  didn  t  realize  that  he  was  supposed  to  lay  down 
for  John  Gimmsky  because  Kelley  had  a  deal  with  Giminsky  The 
county  would  buy  its  coal  from  Kelley  s  coal  company 

So  my  father  was  not  supposed  to  win  and  to  the  surprise  of 
many  he  pulled  more  votes  from  the  head  of  the  ticket  -  McCurn  -  in 
Syracuse  and  earned  Syracuse  a  little  bit  but  lost  m  the  county 
because  there  must  be  18  or  19  farm  villages  which  today  probably 
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are  suburbs  now  out  of  Syracuse  But  they  were  distinctively  farm 
villages  So  he  lost  in  that  and  I  never  forgot  it  Of  course  I  was 
seven  years  old  at  the  time  I  remember  my  feelings  about  my  father 
running  I  was  very  competitive  about  that 

What  happened  was  that  I  got  sick  Election  Day  with  something 
that  was  strange  and  it  was  a  diversion  for  both  my  mother  and  father 
because  in  those  days  you  d  inspect  precincts  or  whatever  - 1  don  t 
think  we  called  them  precincts  in  Syracuse 
Wards'? 

Well  they  were  wards  to  be  sure  but  you  would  go  from  polling 
place  to  polling  place  to  see  what  was  going  on  and  you  didn  t  have 
rules  as  I  remember  like  not  campaigning  within  a  hundred  feet  The 
idea  was  to  get  people  there  the  people  you  knew  who  were  the  votes 
I  can  remember  being  m  bed  and  my  mother  coming  in  and  out 
during  the  day  and  along  about  the  afternoon  late  afternoon 
apparently  I  was  diagnosed  with  what  was  then  called  infantile 
paralysis  I  can  remember  my  mother  crying  along  about  six  o  clock 
It  was  dark  the  first  week  of  November  and  I  can  remember  my 
mother  crying  and  I  m  trying  to  understand  why,  and  the  next  day  or 
maybe  it  was  even  that  night  but  I  think  the  next  day  I  was  taken  to 
Syracuse  City  Hospital  and  I  had  a  spinal  tap  by  Dr  Phil  Rosenberg 
That  s  how  it  was  treated  I  had  two  spinal  taps  maybe  three,  under 
ether  and  I  survived  because  apparently  the  diagnosis  indicated  that 
it  affected  both  arms  and  both  legs 


12 


Two  other  children  on  our  block  in  Syracuse  -  we  lived  at  123 
Lincoln  Park  Dnve  -  also  were  diagnosed  with  infantile  paralysis 
One  from  a  Democratic  family  one  from  a  Republican  family  The 
city  clerk  was  an  elected  position  and  he  was  a  Republican  Eddie 
Apps  and  his  daughter  -  well  he  had  a  couple  of  daughters  -  and  one 
of  them  Mary  Jane  Apps  was  diagnosed  And  across  the  street  lived 
the  McCarthy  family  John  V  McCarthy  I  guess  it  was  John 
Vincent  although  in  the  days  with  those  inter  party  scraps  my  mother 
would  describe  him  as  John  Vomit  McCarthy  But  the  McCarthys 
had  nine  children  and  Bill  [  McCarthy]  who  was  the  number  two  or 
number  three  child  also  was  diagnosed  with  infantile  paralysis  We 
used  to  attribute  it  to  playing  in  the  leaves  You  d  pile  leaves  on  the 
roadway  the  street  and  then  you  djump  in  the  leaf  piles 
In  any  event  that  was  election  day  election  night 
SENEY  Excuse  me  if  I  may  Judge  Was  that  the  end  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
or  polio  for  you?  You  didn  t  have  any  other  complications? 

KOPP  Well  I  always  used  to  think  in  my  own  mind  that  it  did  affect  my 

speed  because  I  was  intensely  interested  m  football  basketball  and 
baseball  and  I  used  to  think  and  1 11  probably  think  until  the  end  of 
my  days  that  it  did  affect  my  speed  adversely  For  about  a  year  I 
remember  having  or  feeling  the  effects  My  parents  were  worried 
There  was  a  special  school,  Percy  Hughes  School  for  handicapped 
children  and  of  course  you  d  see  children  at  that  school  with  the  leg 
braces  And  then  there  was  a  famous  wealthy  young  fellow  in 
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Chicago  -  Freddie  [Frederick  B  ]  Smte  [Jr  ]  -  in  the  oxygen  -  what  do 
you  call  it*? 

SENEY  Iron  lungs 

KOPP  The  iron  lung  So  you  had  that  specter  There  was  a  school  in 

Syracuse  -  Percy  Hughes  School  -  where  handicapped  children  were 
placed  and  I  remember  interviewing  or  being  interviewed  to  attend 
that  school  I  didn  t  particularly  want  to  and  I  didn  t  I  went  back  to 
Lincoln  School  and  I  think  for  about  a  year  I  felt  the  effects  I  was 
fortunate  that  it  didn  t  eliminate  any  part  of  my  use  of  arms  or  legs 

SENEY  People  who  have  grown  up  since  the  1950s  when  the  vaccines  became 
available  really  can  t  appreciate  the  fear  that  went  through  the 
communities 

KOPP  Yes  you  can  t  And  it  seemed  to  be  contagious  You  had  three  on  one 

block  People  were  intimidated  by  the  fear  of  it 

But  another  incident  on  election  day  was  my  mother  s  number 
three  sister  Edythe  was  married  to  a  lawyer  M  Leonard  Shapero  my 
Uncle  Leonard  who  was  a  Republican  In  Syracuse  the  Jews  tended 
to  live  in  one  particular  ward  It  was  the  15th  Ward  In  fact  among 
Jews  m  Syracuse  if  you  d  say  I  m  going  down  to  the  ward  or  He 
grew  up  in  the  ward  you  knew  he  meant  the  1 5th  Even  today  with 
Jewish  people  from  Syracuse  of  my  generation  if  you  say  the  ward 
that  s  what  it  meant  And  about  that  time  it  was  just  becoming 
populated  with  blacks  moving  in  Syracuse  had  a  black  population  It 
was  small  compared  to  today  That  s  where  my  father  s  first  drugstore 
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was  and  my  uncle  and  he  in  partnership  were  there  My  father  didn  t 
have  a  drugstore  there  in  35  He  d  sold  one  I  think  He  had  a 
drugstore  in  what  was  an  Italian  section  of  town  on  the  east  side 
[End  of  Tape  1  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  1  Side  B] 

KOPP  He  had  a  drugstore  on  the  comer  of  North  Crouse  and  Hawley  My 

father  always  believed  in  living  near  a  drugstore  so  that  s  why  we  had 
moved  from  Fenway  Drive  Before  that  we  lived  on  Allen  Street  We 
moved  from  Fenway  Drive  to  Lincoln  Park  Dnve  That  was  unusual 
in  that  period  of  time  because  there  wasn  t  a  Jew  around  that  whole 
neighborhood  It  was  all  Irish  and  Italian  And  St  Vincent  De  Paul 
was  the  closest  parish  and  had  a  school  -  it  went  all  the  way  up  to  high 
school  -  which  was  a  block  and  a  half  up  a  modest  hill  The 
neighborhood  had  a  good  elementary  school  which  went  up  to  the 
ninth  grade  -  Lincoln  -  which  was  just  a  sensational  school  I  don  t 
think  he  had  a  store  in  the  ward  at  the  time  but  he  had  owned  stores 
there  He  lived  in  the  ward  as  a  young  man  before  he  was  mamed 
My  uncle  was  whatever  he  was  the  ward  leader  for  the 
Republicans  and  so  they  d  buy  votes  especially  of  the  blacks  or 
Negroes  as  they  were  called  It  was  machine  voting  with  a  curtain 
like  we  had  in  San  Francisco  So  you  d  go  in  the  curtain  you  d  pull  it 
and  the  curtain  would  come  around  the  voting  mechanism  But  they 
would  cut  a  hole  in  the  curtain  and  they  were  paying  fifty  cents  a  vote 
which  was  enough  money  It  was  the  Depression 
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Did  those  machines  have  a  party  lever9  Do  you  remember9 
Yes  you  could  just  vote  a  straight  party  ticket  That  s  right  That  s  a 
good  point  You  d  pull  one  lever  all  Democratic  candidates  In  fact 
it  was  more  difficult  not  to  do  that  which  could  have  affected  my 
father  s  result  too  because  he  had  many  Republicans  supporting  him 
In  fact  both  my  parents  were  proud  of  the  fact  they  had  Republican 
support  and  some  of  it  came  from  veterans  because  of  my  father  s 
involvement  with  veterans  In  fact  that  was  on  my  father  s  campaign 
card  which  I  carry  today 

But  in  any  event  my  mother  walked  into  the  15th  Ward  and 
there  s  my  uncle  her  sister  s  husband  looking  through  the  hole 
[Laughter  ]  And  my  mother  doesn  t  take  things  lightly  and  so  she 
reported  to  the  police  this  that  and  everything  and  she  declared  she 
was  going  to  have  him  prosecuted  But  what  occurred  were  two 
things,  basically  One  was  that  she  got  distracted  by  my  illness  and 
then  number  two  after  all  it  is  her  sister  s  husband  so  she  didn  t 
pursue  it  But  that  was  a  story  of  election  day 
Just  let  me  say  Judge  what  you  ve  shown  me  here  is  you  ve  had 
laminated  so  it  doesn  t  wear  it  says  To  help  a  war  veteran  pull 
Lever  2A  Shepard  S  Kopp  County  Treasurer  and  it  s  got  the  union 
bug  on  it 

So  I  guess  under  that  system,  that  s  what  you  d  have  to  do  Either  2 
was  the  Democratic  line  or  A  was  and  so  that  s  why  you  d  put  it  that 
way  Lever  2A 
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You  ve  always  earned  this  in  your  pocket? 

Yes  I  wish  I  had  more 

Along  about  38  I  remember  my  mother  went  to  work  She 
hadn  t  worked  probably  in  ten  years  or  so  ten  or  twelve  years  since 
her  marriage  Later  she  was  active  in  National  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  She  was  president  of  that  She  was  president  of  the  board  of 
the  Onondaga  County  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  which  was  a  fairly 
important  agency  She  was  a  leader  in  a  number  of  organizations 

To  kind  of  fast  forward  in  195 1  my  father  by  that  time  had  a 
drugstore  in  an  industrial  suburb  of  Syracuse  -  Solvay  New  York 
My  father  always  wanted  a  drugstore  and  always  had  a  drugstore  on  a 
comer  and  he  would  paint  a  big  sign  He  d  have  a  picture  of  a  cop 
He  d  paint  a  cop  with  his  hand  up  and  it  would  say  Stop  There  s  a 
Kopp  on  the  comer  So  that  was  his  promotion 
KOPP 

Yes  Anyway  he  had  a  store  in  Solvay  on  Milton  Avenue  which  is 
the  mam  street  east  west  through  Solvay  Solvay  is  on  Onondaga 
Lake  So  if  you  re  going  west  the  lake  is  to  the  north  of  you  It  s  on 
the  right  side  as  you  go  west  My  father  was  across  the  street  on  the 
left  side  But  he  had  a  post  office  box  in  front  of  the  store  Well 
anything  which  would  attract  somebody  to  the  store  was  important 
and  a  post  office  box  would  attract  people  It  was  removed  My 
mother  blamed  [President  Harry  S]  Truman  for  removal  of  that  post 
office  box 
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[Dwight  D  ]  Eisenhower  ran  against  [Adlai  E  ]  Stevenson  in 
1 952  My  mother  blamed  Truman  and  the  Democrats  and  she  led  the 
charge  She  opened  an  office  on  South  Salma  Street  which  was 
Syracuse  s  main  street  Citizens  for  Eisenhower  And  she  wound  up 
being  selected  by  the  morning  newspaper  in  December  1952  as 
W oman  of  the  Y ear  in  Politics  [Laughter  ] 

I  was  in  the  An-  Force  I  was  at  Maxwell  Air  Force  Base 
September  October  November  into  December  of  1952  at  Judge 
Advocate  General  s  School  There  was  a  program  for  the  pilots  to 
retain  their  proficiency  which  allowed  use  of  maybe  twenty  B25s 
every  weekend  So  they  could  fly  to  see  their  family  and  then  come 
back  Sunday  There  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  from  Syracuse  Not  m 
the  Judge  Advocate  School  He  was  m  the  Air  University  for 
something  maybe  a  field  officer  school  Hurbert  Schultz  He  came 
from  an  old  northside  German  family  He  was  a  temfic  football 
player  with  three  brothers  all  who  went  to  Columbia  and  played 
football  when  Ivy  League  football  meant  something  So  he  would  fly 
to  Syracuse  on  Fridays  I  flew  up  twice  What  a  deal  You  d  get  a 
free  flight  up  and  back  although  you  d  have  to  sit  there  with  ear  muffs 
on  You  didn  t  sit  you  kind  of  squatted  on  the  floor  and  a  B25  makes 
a  good  deal  of  noise 

But  anyway  Syracuse  had  an  Army  base  It  was  turned  into  an 
Army  base  during  World  War  II  the  Syracuse  Army  Air  Base  now 
Hancock  Field  which  today  is  the  airport  for  Syracuse  So  my  mother 
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comes  out  to  meet  me  probably  five  o  clock  in  the  afternoon  I  get  off 
the  B25  and  she  says  What  did  you  come  home  this  weekend  for9 
She  says  You  know  how  busy  I  am  with  the  campaign  [Laughter  ] 

I  said  What  you  don  t  want  to  see  me9  She  was  funny 
SENEY  What  led  her  to  believe  that  the  Truman  people  were  responsible  for 
this9 

KOPP  I  don  t  know  I  was  away  in  law  school  at  the  time  it  happened  But 

that  s  when  the  seeds  were  planted  I  think  also  although  she 
wouldn  t  say  it  now  because  I  think  she  probably  came  to  admire 
Truman  as  did  so  many  other  people  but  people  forget  that  there  were 
scandals  in  the  last  two  years  of  the  Truman  Administration  and  that 
probably  disgusted  her  because  she  was  always  disgusted  by  people 
stealing  in  political  office  which  probably  is  the  genesis  of  my  feeling 
about  it  too 

There  was  one  other  episode  I  recall  in  the  30s  also  The  ward 
we  lived  in  on  Lincoln  Park  Drive  was  the  6th  Ward  It  was  mostly 
Italian  And  of  course  after  the  1935  election  and  my  father  realizes 
that  he  d  been  used  as  a  sacrificial  lamb  then  there  were  issues  over 
control  of  the  county  committee  There  was  some  fight  -  when  I  say 
fight  I  mean  a  political  fight  -  over  the  6th  Ward  representation 
There  was  a  barber  across  the  street  from  my  father  s  drugstore 


The  barber  was  on  Hawley  Street  He  ran  -  gosh  I  m  trying  to  think 
of  what  it  was  Maybe  it  was  an  election  for  alderman  As  I 
remember  Onondaga  county  government  - 1  think  it  s  still  true  - 
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there  s  a  board  of  supervisors  probably  nineteen  or  so  maybe  more 
and  then  there  s  the  city  council  I  think  this  was  the  board  of 
supervisors  It  might  have  been  city  council  They  ran  this  barber  and 
he  was  an  Independent  and  my  father  was  the  champion  of  his 
campaign  I  wonder  if  my  father  didn  t  reregister  as  an  Independent 
But  I  remember  that  it  turned  out  that  the  barber  had  been  set  up  by 
either  the  Democrats  or  Republicans  to  take  votes  away  from  someone 
else  and  I  can  remember  being  shocked  when  I  heard  this  [Laughter  ] 
I  was  active  in  the  sense  that  I  followed  this  kind  of  activity 
assiduously  and  I  was  just  shocked  I  said  You  mean  Dad  he  was 
doing  this  for  the  Republicans'?  or  whatever  it  was  Maybe  it  was  the 
Democrats 

My  father  was  active  in  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  He  was 
his  post  commander  then  he  was  the  county  commander  In  those 
days  there  were  several  VFW  posts  within  Onondaga  County  with  all 
those  farm  villages  And  then  he  became  district  commander  which 
probably  took  m  - 1  know  it  took  in  Cortland  County,  Onondaga 
County  -  Cortland  County  s  the  county  to  the  south  -  and  I  think  it 
took  in  another  county  He  continued  to  be  active  until  the  war  And 
then  he  couldn  t  be  active  because  you  couldn  t  hire  pharmacists 
Pharmacists  were  gone  They  were  in  the  Army  Navy  Marines  And 
so,  he  was  working  the  drugstore  full  time  himself  and  with  my 
mother  My  mother  began  working  the  drugstore  and  of  course  my 
sister  and  I  started  working  when  we  were  eleven  years  old 
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The  store  he  had  on  Hawley  and  Crouse  -  Hawley  was  an  east 
west  street  and  it  paralleled  Erie  Boulevard  Erie  Boulevard  was  once 
the  Erie  Canal  and  when  the  Erie  Canal  was  abandoned  in  1920  or 
21  it  was  filled  in  So  Erie  Boulevard  was  built  And  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  served  Syracuse  and  New  York  State,  and  it  ran  along 
Erie  Boulevard  It  was  like  the  Caltram  system  coming  through 
Redwood  City  for  example  When  there  was  a  tram  traffic  would  be 
backed  up  going  north  south  south  to  north  And  Syracuse  was 
famous  People  would  remember  being  m  Syracuse  because  they 
couldn  t  get  across  Erie  Boulevard  on  account  of  the  New  York 
Central 

So  the  idea  was  to  elevate  the  tracks  and  so  a  new  railroad 
station  was  built  and  the  tracks  were  elevated  In  doing  so  then  they 
cut  off  the  traffic  south  to  north  and  it  hurt  my  father  s  business  It 
chopped  it  off  It  wasn  t  like  today  where  they  d  have  an 
environmental  impact  report  and  they  d  have  displacement  money  paid 
or  some  other  social  program  You  just  suffered  the  loss  of  business 
So  he  sold  that  -  well  he  didn  t  sell  it  but  he  bought  another  store 
which  was  on  the  other  side  of  Ene  Boulevard  and  to  the  east  in  what 
was  and  had  been  an  emerging  kind  of  Jewish  neighborhood  to  a  large 
extent  As  the  Jews  in  the  ward  made  more  money  they  moved  out 
of  the  ward  because  the  ward  was  a  lot  of  two  flat  three  flat  four 
flat  buildings  There  were  single  family  homes  but  not  a  good  many 
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And  so  he  bought  a  store  on  the  comer  of  East  Fayette  Street  and 
Croly  along  about  the  end  of  1939  or  the  beginning  of  1940  and  he 
fastened  on  the  idea  one  day  that  I  should  start  working  m  the  store  I 
didn  t  want  to  work  in  that  store  I  was  eleven  years  old  eleven  and 
a  half  and  every  day  I  d  come  home  from  Lincoln  School  and  we  d  be 
in  that  street  playing  football  or  baseball  and  whenever  we  could  find 
a  gym  -  it  isn  t  like  today  -  we  d  be  inside  a  gym  playing  basketball 
And  in  the  spnng  we  d  be  playing  tennis  I  used  to  walk  two  miles  to 
a  park  that  had  tennis  courts  called  Schiller  Park  named  after  the 
German  poet  [Friedrich  Schiller]  on  the  Upper  Northside 

But  anyway  that  was  the  order  and  I  had  to  walk,  and  that  walk 
was  two  miles  approximately  I  had  to  walk  across  Erie  Boulevard 
and  it  was  a  long  walk  and  there  were  no  lfs  ands  or  buts  So  when  I 
got  out  of  school  at  three  o  clock  I  don  t  even  know  if  I  d  stop  at  the 
house  because  I  d  come  down  Elm  Street  and  I  d  keep  walking  on  Elm 
Street  I  guess  The  only  problem  the  second  bad  part  of  it  was  there 
was  this  street  up  towards  St  Vincent  De  Paul  church  and  there  was  a 
park  there  called  Lincoln  Park  which  had  baseball  diamonds  -  it  had 
two  -  and  you  ice  skated  there  during  the  winter  It  didn  t  have  any 
tennis  courts  as  I  remember 

But  m  any  event  there  was  a  street  there  that  was  a  rough  street 
and  I  hated  to  walk  down  that  street  because  in  those  days  you 
weren  t  promoted  if  you  weren  t  capable  of  being  promoted  At 
Lincoln  Junior  High  School  in  1940  we  had  someone  who  was  drafted 
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who  was  eighteen  years  old  in  the  ninth  grade  I  knew  these  guys 
They  were  in  junior  high  most  of  them  I  guess  I  was  m  the  sixth  or 
seventh  grade  and  so  I  didn  t  like  walking  down  that  block  of  Mather 
Street  I  can  still  remember  Anyway  so  I  would  walk  and  I  d  get  to 
the  drug  store  about  quarter  to  four  four  o  clock  and  then  I  d  work 
until  6  30  [p  m  ]  My  father  then  would  take  me  home  for  dinner  Oh 
gosh  did  I  hate  that  but  he  had  me  sweeping  floors  unpacking 
cartons  and  washing  display  window 

In  those  days  he  had  a  soda  fountain  a  fairly  long  soda  fountain 
Dad  never  served  food  That  was  unheard  of  I  never  saw  that  m  a 
drugstore  until  I  came  to  California  the  first  time  Drugstores  didn  t 
sell  liquor  My  father  was  always  hoping  some  day  the  New  York 
State  law  would  allow  you  to  sell  liquor  because  in  1940  we  came  to 
California  for  the  first  time  and  he  saw  drugstores  selling  liquor  He 
thought  that  was  outstanding  [Laughter  ] 

But  that  was  how  I  started  working  I  was  eleven  and  a  half 
years  old  I  worked  everyday  I  worked  during  the  summer  And  then 
my  sister  started  about  two  years  after  I  did  And  that  was  an 
important  part  of  my  life  in  terms  of  spending  time  with  my  father  and 
I  took  on  his  good  habits  and  I  took  on  some  of  his  not  so  good 
habits  because  my  father  was  still  a  hard  dnving  hard  drinking  man 
who  loved  to  play  cards,  loved  to  gamble  on  almost  anything  hard 
working  kind  of  person 
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Tell  me  about  the  schools  you  went  to  You  mentioned  the  junior  high 
school  What  about  elementary  school? 

Oh  this  was  a  funny  thing  I  started  at  Charles  Andrews  School  when 
we  lived  on  Allen  Street  We  lived  in  a  flat  My  father  never  bought  a 
house  until  1940  He  was  forty  three  years  old  almost  forty  four 
when  he  bought  his  first  house  Kind  of  interesting  Always  rented 
He  d  lost  a  lot  of  money  in  the  stock  market  crash  I  knew  that  Let  s 
see  1928  he  would  have  been  thirty  thirty  one  years  old  and  he  was 
playing  the  market  My  father  usually  had  some  idea  of  how  he  could 
separate  himself  from  the  pack  For  example  he  developed  a  cough 
medicine  He  named  it  after  me  He  called  it  Quent  Cough  Medicine 
Had  it  ever  taken  off  we  d  be  millionaires  It  never  took  off  He 
developed  something  else  he  named  after  my  sister  [Laughter  ] 
Anyway  he  lost  a  lot  of  money  We  re  on  Allen  Street  We 
were  never  not  comfortable  We  always  had  food  and  we  had  clothes 
He  started  me  m  school  when  I  was  four  Here  s  how  he  did  it  He 
took  me  up  to  Charles  Andrews  Charles  Andrews  was  up  along  Salt 
Springs  Road  and  it  was  probably  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  blocks 
from  where  we  lived  He  told  them  I  was  five  and  they  put  me  there 
in  the  kindergarten  and  I  stayed  there  and  they  said  All  right 
tomorrow  you  bring  your  birth  certificate  And  the  next  day  he 
brought  me  there  and  I  d  say  to  the  teacher,  I  forgot  it  And  then 
pretty  soon  he  wasn  t  bringing  me  there  I  m  pretty  sure  that  at  the  age 
of  five  and  maybe  even  at  four  I  was  getting  on  the  bus  There  was  a 


24 


SENEY 

KOPP 


bus  that  went  right  up  Salt  Springs  Road  and  Charles  Andrews  was  up 
on  a  small  incline  After  about  two  weeks  the  teacher  gave  up  asking 
me  for  it  so  I  stayed  in  kindergarten  at  four  And  he  did  the  same 
thing  with  my  sister  [Laughter  ] 

So  I  went  to  Charles  Andrews  in  the  kindergarten  first  grade 
second  grade  and  then  we  moved  to  Lincoln  Park  Drive  That  was  the 
first  house  single  family  house  On  Allen  Street  we  lived  in  a  flat 
and  we  moved  to  Lincoln  Park  Drive  and  we  lived  in  a  house  our 
own  house  for  the  first  time  So  then  I  transferred  to  Lincoln  School 
and  I  started  in  the  third  grade  there  and  then  I  had  the  polio  so  I 
guess  I  was  probably  out  for  a  while  [I]  came  back  And  then  I 
stayed  at  Lincoln  School  until  1940  until  October  1940  and  I  loved 
Lincoln  School  It  was  some  school 
What  sticks  out  in  your  mind9 

Well  it  had  a  couple  of  things  that  stick  out  Mostly  the  teachers  and 
mostly  the  principal  The  principal  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shea  - 
James  Pop  Shea  -  and  James  Pop  Shea  didn  t  have  the  use  of  his 
legs  He  was  in  a  wheelchair  He  had  a  brother  Michael  Shea  The 
family  came  from  Fabius  which  is  one  of  those  farm  towns  in 
Onondaga  County  I  remember  his  brother  was  on  the  board  of 
supervisors,  which  I  thought  was  a  big  deal 

But  Pop  Shea  ran  that  school  with  an  iron  fist  and  he  ran  it  for 
what  you  now  call  academic  excellence  And  if  you  were  a  good 
student  you  had  an  advantage  with  Pop  Shea  If  you  weren  t  and  if 
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you  misbehaved  you  d  go  down  to  the  office  he  d  take  a  ruler  out 
your  hand  would  be  here  and  he  d  whack  that  ruler  on  your  hand  It 
never  happened  to  me  but  I  saw  it  happen 

SENEY  Were  you  a  good  student7 

KOPP  I  was  a  good  student  I  was  such  a  good  student  that  they  skipped  me 

when  I  was  m  the  fifth  grade  I  think  it  was  fifth  It  was  either  fourth 
or  fifth  Four  one  was  the  fall  semester  four  two  was  the  spring  you 
graduated  in  the  middle  of  the  year  It  was  either  four  two  to  five  one 
or  five  one  to  five  two  I  skipped  together  with  I  think  three  other 
fellows 

But  what  else  made  it  good9  The  teachers  God  I  can  still 
remember  It  just  came  to  me  my  sixth  grade  teacher  Miss  [Pat] 
Cummerford  There  I  made  a  mistake  because  I  was  such  an  eager 
beaver  In  the  sixth  grade  or  the  seventh  - 1  can  t  remember  which  it 
was  the  seventh  maybe  -  we  were  a  combined  elementary  school  and 
junior  high  but  there  were  two  other  elementary  schools  -  that  s  right 
-  which  went  to  the  sixth  grade  In  the  seventh  they  d  come  over  to 
Lincoln  for  the  junior  high  part  One  was  a  tough  tough  school 
Cleveland  School  on  Mather  Street  I  remember  That  s  where  they 
went  to  Cleveland  School  The  other  was  in  a  wealthy  part  of 
Syracuse  It  was  Salem  Hyde  Even  the  name  conveys  the  sense  of 
noblesse  oblige  And  they  came  from  streets  like  Brattle  Road 
Sedgewick  Street  I  ve  forgotten  some  of  the  other  streets  Nice 
houses  large  houses  large  lawns 
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So  you  had  three  groups  in  the  seventh  grade  I  think  in  the  sixth 
grade  Miss  Cummerford  one  day  wanted  volunteers  [She]  needed 
four  volunteers  I  raised  my  hand  Bill  Gere  I  think  raised  his  hand 
There  was  Dave  Smith  Isn  t  that  terrible9  I  can  t  remember  A 
friend  of  mine  Died  young  too  [We]  raised  our  hands  What  were 
we  raising  our  hands  for9  We  were  transferred  to  a  different 
homeroom  with  the  Cleveland  students 
You  didn  t  know  this  when  you  raised  your  hand 
I  didn  t  know1  Volunteered  Eager  beaver  [Laughter  ] 

Well,  they  assigned  in  the  seventh  grade  seven  one  a  teacher 
who  was  a  stunning  redhead  tough  Irish  girl  whose  married  name  was 
Kelly  She  had  graduated  from  Syracuse  - 1  used  to  look  at  her 
picture  -  [in]  the  same  class  yearbook  as  one  of  my  uncles  She  was  a 
Junior  Beauty  Queen  Margaret  Conan  Kelly  Conan  was  her  maiden 
name  I  think  and  she  was  tough  and  smart  and  she  remembered  him 
Current  events  were  important  to  her  I  loved  current  events  I  read 
the  newspapers  We  had  three  newspapers  one  m  the  morning  the 
Syracuse  Post  Standard  and  we  had  two  afternoon  newspapers  the 
Syracuse  Herald  and  the  Syracuse  Journal  They  combined  them 
sometime  in  that  era 

So  that  s  what  I  remember  about  Lincoln  School  And  you  had 
good  students  The  students  from  Salem  Hyde  were  good,  and  that  s 
what  made  it  then 
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The  beginning  of  my  eighth  grade  year  my  father  bought  his 
first  house  because  by  that  time  he  had  this  new  store  At  one  time  he 
had  three  stores  He  d  gotten  a  store  back  in  the  ward  So  he  had 
one  there  on  Townsend  and  Adams  he  had  one  on  East  Fayette  he 
had  one  on  Hawley  and  Crouse  He  could  never  run  three  stores 
because  you  have  to  hire  people  to  do  it  for  you  They  steal  from  you 
That  s  what  had  happened  He  had  a  store  in  the  ward  a  prime 
location  Must  have  gotten  that  right  after  the  election  of  35-  1936 
37  38  in  there  he  had  it  Well  the  first  housing  project  was  to  be 
built  in  Syracuse  so  they  had  to  condemn  land  They  had  to  exercise 
eminent  domain  This  store  he  loved  By  now  the  neighborhood  was 
more  black  than  it  was  Jewish  and  they  loved  him  the  people  in  the 
neighborhood  They  used  to  call  him  Doc  Kopp  because  a 
pharmacist  would  give  you  more  than  just  Bayer  aspirin  in  a  bottle 
They  d  act  like  quasi  consultants  on  whatever  was  ailing  you  That 
was  on  the  comer  of  South  Townsend  It  was  East  Adams  Street 
Townsend  Street  had  once  been  called  Grape  Street 
SENEY  Judge  let  me  change  the  tape 
[End  of  Tape  1  Side  B] 

[Begin  Tape  2  Side  A] 

KOPP  The  Syracuse  University  campus  is  to  the  east  of  Townsend  Street  and 

it  s  built  on  a  hill  And  in  those  days  Syracuse  University  was  the 
hometown  college  of  5  000  students  not  like  it  is  today  where  it 
probably  has  25  000  or  so  But  it  was  the  hometown  college 
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But  anyway  the  Syracuse  Housing  Authority  condemns  all  this 
land  Well  my  father  was  a  tenant  and  it  was  a  crushing  blow  to  lose 
that  store  And  then  of  course  he  had  to  hire  his  brother  in  law  my 
Uncle  Leonard  because  it  would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  my  Aunt 
Edythe  not  to  do  so  My  mother  kept  hounding  my  father  You  ve 
got  to  use  him  as  the  lawyer  My  father  wound  up  with  a  hundred 
bucks  That  was  what  he  was  compensated  for  whatever  his  lease  hold 
term  was 

So  he  lost  that  store  He  had  somebody  working  at  Hawley  and 
Crouse  who  I  think  stole  from  him  so  he  got  rid  of  that  store  And 
now  the  only  store  he  had  then  was  East  Fayette  and  Croly 

So  he  bought  our  first  house  which  was  on  Bruce  Street  It  was  a 
block  up  Fayette  Like  Fayette  would  go  up  a  hill  Bruce  Street  would 
run  off  it  like  that  so  it  was  a  three  minute  walk  from  the  store  And  it 
really  saved  us  during  the  war  because  he  d  work  all  day  he  d  come 
home  for  dinner  and  my  mother  would  come  down  to  the  store  for  an 
hour  to  spell  him  If  somebody  came  in  with  a  prescription  you  d  tell 
them  Shepard  will  be  back  at  eight  o  clock  Come  back  then  and 
he  11  fill  it  If  somebody  needed  it  nght  away  I  d  see  my  father  get 
up  from  the  dinner  table  and  go  right  down  to  the  store  to  fill  it 

I  came  back  to  Charles  Andrews  Charles  Andrews  Junior  High 
Charles  Andrews,  like  Lincoln  was  both  a  grammar  school  and  a 
junior  high  So  I  came  back  there  I  guess  there  were  people  who  I 
had  started  kindergarten  with  and  maybe  who  were  in  the  class  but  I 
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can  t  remember  remembering  them  then  But  whatever  happened  I 
made  friends 

Then  in  the  tenth  grade  you  went  to  high  school  The  high 
schools  were  tenth  eleventh  and  twelfth  in  Syracuse  except  one 
Central  High  was  nine  ten  eleven  and  twelve  and  that  was  located  a 
couple  of  blocks  from  the  central  part  of  Syracuse 

But  anyway  so  I  went  to  William  T  Nottingham  Senior  High 
School  which  was  -  let  s  see  the  first  graduating  class  was  1926 
because  it  s  celebrating  seventy  five  years  Nottingham  was  the 
premiere  academic  school  Syracuse  had  six  public  high  schools  and 
it  was  the  best  academically  It  was  small  by  today  s  standards  I 
think  it  was  just  right  There  were  about  750  in  the  whole  school  250 
in  a  class  Ninety  percent  would  go  to  college  Of  those  who  went  to 
college  probably  ninety  percent  went  to  Syracuse  University  in  that 
era 

SENBY  That  would  be  a  very  high  proportion  in  those  days  wouldn  t  it? 

KOPP  Yes  Almost  everybody  at  Nottingham  went  to  college  We  had 

printing  and  woodworking  and  industrial  classes,  but  they  were  used 
by  athletes  and  lazy  people  to  goof  off  in  including  me  I  got  into  that 
about  I  think  the  beginning  of  my  junior  year  My  father  just  walked 
up  to  the  school  one  day  and  went  into  the  principal  s  office  -  Harold 
Coon-  and  says  Get  him  out  of  there  I  can  remember  Harold  Coon 
coming  down  to  the  printing  shop  and  saying  You  re  out  of  this 
class  and  you  re  in  a  physics  class  [Laughter  ] 
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So  I  went  to  Nottingham  I  came  up  to  Nottingham  in  January  m 
1 942  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  I  graduated  three  years  -  well  the 
graduations  were  only  in  June  but  I  finished  m  January  three  years 
later  It  was  a  superior  high  school  My  friends  then  are  my  friends 
today  and  I  stay  in  touch  with  probably  about  eight  or  nine  and  I  hear 
about  many  more  We  had  a  50th  reunion  in  1995  that  we  went  back 
for  that  was  enjoyable 

So  that  was  high  school  I  mean  that  was  part  of  high  school 
And  you  graduate  in  1945  so  of  course  you  re  all  during  this  period 
too  young  to  serve  m  the  war 

Right  But  the  war  of  course  was  a  big  part  of  our  lives  because  first 
of  all  my  two  doctor  uncles  were  m  the  service  and  my  two  male  first 
cousins  -  one  m  Boston  and  one  m  Los  Angeles  In  the  middle  of  the 
Depression  m  1935  before  that  election  my  Uncle  Harold  pulled  up 
stakes  with  his  family  and  moved  to  Los  Angeles  because  through  his 
wife  s  uncles  he  figured  he  could  make  a  living  better  than  running  a 
drugstore  He  had  a  separate  drugstore  from  my  father  m  35  In  fact 
he  had  a  drugstore  in  the  ward  [He]  sold  it  and  his  wife  s  uncles 
my  Aunt  Frances  uncles  Joe  and  Nick  Schenck  set  him  up  managing 
a  little  movie  theater  and  that  s  what  he  did  until  he  died  about 
seventeen  or  eighteen  years  later  And  my  Aunt  Frances  was  hired  by 
MGM  [Metro  Goldwyn  Meyer]  to  read  books  for  movies  They  had  a 
son  and  a  daughter  The  son  was  older  the  daughter  is  younger  She  s 
eighty  five  now  She  lives  in  Los  Angeles  Both  brilliant  people 
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And  that  cousin  male  cousin  my  cousin  Bobby  Kopp  was  in  the  Air 
Corps  My  cousin  Danny  Fogel  my  first  cousin  was  in  an  armored 
division  m  the  Army  One  cousin  in  Binghamton  was  in  the  Coast 
Guard  Everybody  in  the  family  unless  they  were  4  F  was  in 

And  number  two  the  drugstore  was  the  rallying  point  socially  It 
was  the  central  point  So  everybody  was  around  the  fountain  and  you 
saw  the  guys  who  were  three  four  five  years  older  than  you  They 
were  leaving  going  in  the  service  I  was  corresponding  with  almost 
everybody  my  two  uncles  my  cousin  Bob  my  cousin  Dan  friends  of 
mine  Warren  Frank  was  in  the  Seabees  He  lives  half  the  year  now  in 
Palm  Springs  He  s  been  a  friend  since  1940 
Did  you  have  in  the  drugstore  one  of  those  maps  that  a  lot  of  people 
had  that  followed  the  battles9 

No  We  had  the  radio  on  Of  course  my  father  was  an  expert  right9 
having  been  a  World  War  I  veteran 

We  had  a  victory  garden  in  the  backyard  My  father  never  cared 
for  any  of  that  stuff  but  my  Uncle  Leonard  who  lived  m  an  apartment 
with  my  Aunt  Edythe  he  d  come  up  and  tend  the  victory  garden  You 
had  rationing  of  this  and  that  That  was  the  concentration  That  was 
the  obsession  of  everybody  I  probably  could  follow  foreign  names 
and  offices  better  then  than  I  do  now  You  were  fixated  on  the 
Russian  generals,  the  Nazi  generals  the  Japanese  admirals  and 
generals  our  own  of  course 
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What  else  happened  during  the  war?  As  far  as  education  was 
concerned  the  emphasis  was  on  accelerating  Going  to  summer 
school  if  necessary  starting  college  before  you  got  drafted  You  heard 
that  a  good  deal  Of  course  I  was  already  accelerated  because  I  was 
in  effect  a  year  and  a  half  younger  than  other  people  in  my  class 
which  was  always  a  disadvantage  athletically  to  me  and  socially  too 
It  annoyed  me  athletically  and  I  used  to  think  Gee  whiz  I  wish  I  had 
that  extra  year  and  a  half  I  would  have  been  able  to  play  more  high 
school  basketball  I  might  even  have  played  football  My  last  year  I 
went  out  for  football  but  the  problem  was  my  father  was  unrelenting 
because  then  I  couldn  t  work  in  the  afternoon  at  the  drugstore  He 
made  it  very  difficult  for  me  so  after  the  third  game  I  dropped  out  He 
was  unrelenting  when  it  came  to  working  in  that  store  He  had  no 
help  I  mean  no  one  there  to  relieve  him  You  couldn  t  just  hire 
somebody  as  a  clerk  So  you  felt  that  you  felt  that  kind  of  a  pressure 
In  World  War  I  my  father  had  been  in  a  unit  as  an  immigrant 
boy  with  some  Princeton  graduates  and  he  had  the  dream  that  his  son 
would  go  to  an  Ivy  League  college  And  so  that  dream  started  along 
about  1944  with  him  talking  about  Princeton  Princeton  Princeton 
He  had  two  customers  in  the  store  who  were  Dartmouth  graduates 
One  was  Gardner  Springer  who  was  with  Syracuse  Plate  Glass 
Company  He  d  married  the  daughter  of  the  founder  of  Syracuse  Plate 
Glass  Company  As  I  remember  he  was  kind  of  an  affable  guy  You 
didn  t  think  of  him  as  having  much  dnve  The  other  who  was  more 
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important  for  Dartmouth  was  Bill  Morton  who  was  vice  president 
then  of  Onondaga  County  Savings  Bank  -  class  of  about  1928  orl929 
at  Dartmouth  -  and  he  was  an  active  Dartmouth  alumnus  And  so 
they  began  talking  about  Dartmouth  And  mind  you  everybody  in  my 
class  thinks  about  nothing  but  Syracuse  U  because  you  d  live  at  home 
so  it  was  cheap  Syracuse  University  I  could  walk  it  m  maybe  twenty 
minutes  I  could  walk  to  campus  twenty  to  twenty  five  minutes 
maybe  in  the  winter  thirty  minutes  But  it  was  no  problem  at  all  as  far 
as  access  was  concerned 

So  I  applied  to  Dartmouth  and  Princeton  and  Syracuse  I  ve 
forgotten  where  else  I  applied  Dartmouth  was  on  a  three  semester 
all  year  plan  so  that  one  class  started  in  March  the  next  group  in  that 
class  in  July  and  the  last  group  in  November  I  applied  for  March 
1 945  I  thought  that  would  be  just  about  nght  Well  I  didn  t  get  into 
Princeton  because  that  second  year  I  spent  in  printing  and  whatever 
else  I  was  doing  -  public  speaking  -  they  weren  t  very  substantive 
courses  My  senior  year  I  did  better  but  of  course  only  your  first 
semester  marks  are  available  So  I  was  rejected  at  Dartmouth  as  well 
as  Princeton  Syracuse  U  - 1  got  in 

And  then  there  was  a  mini  family  crisis  about  what  to  do  I 
don  t  want  to  go  to  Syracuse  I  remember  they  were  talking  about 
going  -  they’  being  my  father  and  mother  -  going  to  Hobart  College 
which  was  in  Geneva  N  Y  and  maybe  transfemng  They  even  got  a 
catalog  from  Bowdoin  College  in  Maine 
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In  any  event  I  think  Dartmouth  indicated  reapply  Maybe 
And  Bill  Morton  was  shocked  because  he  claimed  I  was  the  first 
student  he  d  recommended  who  hadn  t  been  accepted  And  it  wasn  t 
that  he  was  annoyed  with  me  but  he  was  just  surprised  at  the  college 
SENEY  Do  you  think  being  a  Jew  made  any  difference*? 

KOPP  Oh  it  did  Oh  yes  Because  after  I  started  Dartmouth  m  the  fall  of 

1945  the  New  York  Times  ran  this  expose  of  a  quota  system  for  Jews 
at  the  Ivy  League  colleges  -  some  of  them  anyway 
SENEY  I  would  think  Princeton  would  be  one  too  wouldn  t  it*? 

KOPP  Oh  I  m  sure  it  was  I  m  sure  it  was  And  Dartmouth  was  specifically 

identified  in  the  New  York  Tunes  article  which  is  why  I  have  such  an 
obsession  against  quotas  of  any  kind  m  admissions  preferences 

But  the  decision  was  made  I  d  reapply  - 1  knew  I  could  always 
get  into  Syracuse  -  and  I  would  go  to  work  So  that  s  when  I  went 
down  the  street  -  to  me  it  s  down  the  street  -  and  across  Erie 
Boulevard  to  Prosperity  Manufacturing  Company  which  as  I 
indicated  made  laundry  presses  but  now  was  making  parts  for  the  Air 
Corps  It  turned  into  a  defense  plant  I  was  only  sixteen  and  you  were 
supposed  to  have  working  papers  There  was  some  paper  you  had  to 
obtain  from  some  agency  of  New  York  State  It  was  just  like  starting 
kindergarten  because  I  remember  the  personnel  director  who 
interviewed  me  -  Lou  McKenna  because  he  d  been  the  football  coach 
at  Christian  Brothers  Academy  which  played  m  the  city  league  -  he 
said  Well  you  need  the  working  papers 
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1 11  get  them  Mr  McKenna  1 11  get  them  next  week  for  you 
I  never  did  get  them  [laughter]  and  I  went  to  work  at  65  cents  an 
hour  as  a  stock  boy  which  meant  bringing  parts  up  to  the  assembly 
line  I  could  walk  to  work  It  might  have  been  twenty  minutes  You  d 
go  down  a  hill  and  across  Erie  Boulevard  We  worked  five  and  a  half 
days  of  work  a  week  Wed  work  7  [a  m  ]  to  12  [p  m  ]  on  Saturday 
That  s  kind  of  interesting  now  I  had  a  good  time  I  enjoyed  it  I  was 
sixteen  Everyone  else  was  what  ten  years  older  than  I  Well  older 
because  they  d  be  above  the  draft  age  unless  they  were  4  F  for  some 
reason  And  women  You  had  women  working  there  too 

I  reapplied  and  I  also  -  when  I  think  about  it  I  was  pretty  good 
then  I  took  two  courses  at  Syracuse  University  Extension  That  was 
it  that  I  would  get  credit  for  those  courses  at  Dartmouth  So  I  took  an 
English  course  which  was  where  I  first  encountered  the  great  S  I 
Hayakawa  Language  in  Action  2  and  Stuart  Chase  dealt  with 
semantics  and  I  took  a  Spanish  course  New  York  State  had  statewide 
exams  sponsored  by  the  regents  of  the  state,  or  whatever  it  is  It  s  not 
quite  like  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  California  And  those  are 
called  regents  exams  They  were  important  I  think  they  ve 
declined  in  stature  since 

I  took  Spanish  so  Spanish  any  language  would  be  two  years  I 
only  had  three  semesters  at  Nottingham  because  I  had  taken  Latin 
Well  not  because  I  took  Latin  through  my  sophomore  year  I  had 
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two  and  a  half  years  of  Latin  Isn  t  that  funny?  At  Charles  Andrews 
it  was  mandatory  in  the  second  part  of  the  eighth  grade  and  mandatory 
m  the  ninth  grade  When  I  came  to  Nottingham  I  signed  up  for  Latin 
A  great  teacher  Ms  McBumey  So  I  finished  that  I  didn  t  take  a 
language  because  I  was  in  printing  and  public  speaking  but  when  I 
had  to  leave  and  go  into  physics  - 1  picked  Spanish  -  but  I  picked  it 
the  second  semester  of  my  junior  year  so  I  only  had  a  year  and  a  half 
in  high  school  When  the  two  year  Spanish  regents  exam  came  up  I 
took  the  regents  and  I  got  about  an  87  or  88  on  it,  so  I  felt  pretty  good 
about  that  I  took  English  and  Spanish  at  Syracuse  University  at  night 
So  I  must  have  been  going  four  nights  a  week  to  extension  school 
which  was  a  couple  of  miles  from  our  house  which  was  pretty  good 
And  then  I  got  accepted  at  Dartmouth  and  started  m  July  or  the  end  of 
June  m 1945 

How  did  you  like  it?  I  forget  where  is  Dartmouth? 

It  s  in  Hanover  New  Hampshire  And  how  did  I  like  it  is  a  good 
question  because  it  was  a  shock  It  was  a  shock  I  took  the  tram  to 
Boston  My  father  s  sister  my  Aunt  Anna  [Fogel]  lived  in  Boston 
and  she  was  married  to  my  Uncle  Abe  [Fogel]  He  was  a  painter  He 
was  a  Socialist  A  nice  man  a  quiet  man  And  my  Aunt  Anna  was  not 
so  quiet  She  had  a  profound  inferiority  complex  about  her  brothers 
my  father  and  my  Uncle  Harold  She  never  had  a  college  education, 
she  talked  with  a  European  accent  She  was  a  nice  lady  but  my  father 
would  needle  her  and  he  was  kind  of  unkind  to  her  in  some  ways 
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Anyway  I  took  the  train  to  Boston  whatever  June  29th 
or  30th  1945  because  it  s  not  like  today  My  father  couldn  t  drive 
me  He  couldn  t  leave  the  drugstore  My  mother  couldn  t  do  it 
because  we  only  had  one  car  And  then  you  had  the  gas  being 
rationed  so  you  just  didn  t  do  it  You  got  on  the  tram  I  went  there 
and  stayed  overnight  with  my  aunt  and  uncle  I  don  t  think  my  cousin 
Danny  Fogel  was  back  from  the  Army  yet  I  don  t  think  he  d  been 
discharged  yet  And  then  I  got  on  a  Boston  and  Main  tram  the  next 
day  up  to  White  River  Junction  Vermont  and  I  ve  forgotten  how  you 
get  to  Hanover  probably  by  taxicab 

Well  I  was  shocked  because  I  went  from  what  I  considered  a  big 
city  -  Syracuse  -  to  this  town  of  3  000  all  men  s  school  I  mean  I 
knew  that  and  of  course  it  had  the  Ivy  League  part  to  it  but  it  was  so 
different  So  different  that  I  had  a  difficult  time  adjusting  for  the  better 
part  of  a  year  and  a  half  almost  two  years  I  mean  now  you  d  think 
that  I  was  the  most  choked  up  alumnus  of  Dartmouth  but  it  was  quite 
an  adjustment 

I  made  a  mistake  I  didn  t  sign  up  for  a  double  room  so  I  had  a 
single  If  I  did  it  today  I  d  sign  up  for  a  roommate  Number  two  was 
my  parents  insisted  I  would  be  a  doctor  I  had  to  start  from  the 
beginning  with  every  chemistry  course  physics  biology  zoology  and 
I  didn  t  like  them  I  wanted  to  take  English  I  wanted  to  take 
government  I  wanted  to  take  history 
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Well  they  kept  that  up  for  two  and  a  half  years  and  about  the 
best  I  can  claim  for  that  is  that  -  well  and  then  mathematics  you  had 
to  go  all  the  way  up  to  trigonometry  or  advanced  algebra  Oh  was  I 
having  a  tough  time  I  was  getting  nothing  but  Cs  Almost  nothing 
but  Cs  But  then  in  chemistry  I  took  two  courses  The  first  year 
chemistry  was  a  C  Then  you  went  into  Qualitative  Analysis  for  one 
semester  where  you  d  take  these  test  tubes  and  then  you  d  write  down 
what  s  m  them  and  Quantitative  Analysis  the  next  semester  Well  I 
got  a  B  in  the  first  one  and  then  I  got  an  A  in  the  second  one  And 
then  my  junior  year  I  took  Organic  Chemistry  which  was  supposed  to 
be  the  most  difficult  and  I  simply  memorized  everything  everyday 
and  I  got  a  B  Don  t  ask  me  anything  today  but  I  had  mastered 
chemistry 

The  beginning  of  my  junior  year  I  persuaded  my  parents  I  didn  t 
have  to  try  to  go  to  medical  school  I  know  another  reason  [how]  I 
proved  [it]  to  them  I  took  Physiology  I  took  Comparative  Anatomy 
then  I  passed  it  barely  but  I  took  another  one  and  I  flunked  it  I  think 
it  was  Physiology  I  think  I  got  an  F  in  it  And  m  Physics  I  got  a  D 
And  that  was  persuasive 

That  was  persuasive  In  the  meantime  I  would  edge  along  I  d  take  a 
Government  course  I  d  get  an  A  Id  take  another  one  so  that  I  was 
able  to  get  out  of  that 
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And  then  m  my  junior  year  - 1  hadn  t  in  my  sophomore  year  -  [I] 
joined  a  fraternity  which  was  a  mistake  But  I  joined  a  fraternity  my 
junior  year 

SENEY  Again  were  there  bamers  based  upon  your  being  a  Jew1? 

KOPP  There  were  in  some  of  the  fraternity  houses  and  there  weren  t  m 

others  and  therem  lies  part  of  the  reason  My  sophomore  year  I  can 
still  remember  I  was  probably  assured  of  a  bid  from  Zeta  Psi  but  it 
wasn  t  in  my  mind  one  of  the  top  fraternities  on  the  campus  And  I 
think  also  Theta  Chi  Although  one  of  my  best  classmate  friends  was 
with  Theta  Chi  I  think  there  was  some  indication  then  But  I  didn  t 
pursue  them  in  a  way  and  I  moved  off  campus  for  some  reason 
Well  I  thought  I  d  be  happier  so  I  took  a  room  at  somebody  s  house 
a  nice  family  and  the  name  will  come  back  to  me  Gee  whiz  I  knew 
them  so  well  and  the  oldest  son  was  in  the  Navy  Berry  was  their 
name  and  the  oldest  son  Schuyler  [Berry]  who  died  in  Santa  Rosa 
about  fifteen  years  ago  became  a  good  friend  of  mine 

But  anyway  so  I  kind  of  separated  myself  in  my  sophomore  year 
from  the  campus  in  my  fourth  semester  And  then  in  my  junior  year 
I  really  wanted  to  get  a  bid  from  DKE  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  which 
was  a  big  athletic  house  I  don  t  know  if  I  would  have  or  not  DKE 
had  some  Jewish  members  Most  of  the  fraternities  had  a  few  Jewish 
members  But  today  it  s  different  Of  course,  the  Greek  system  is 
under  siege  from  the  college  trying  to  close  it 
You  mean  specifically  at  Dartmouth  they  re  trying  to  close  it9 
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Yes  They  severed  national  affiliations  because  the  national  would 
have  a  charter  precluding  blacks  Jews  Today  it  doesn  t  exist  But 
also  Dartmouth  then  had  a  so  called  Jewish  fraternity  where 
everybody  but  maybe  two  or  three  people  were  Jewish  So  that  acted 
as  a  magnet  and  in  persuading  you  to  join  people  would  and  they  did 
say  to  me  Well  you  won  t  be  happy  in  DKE  House  or  You  won  t 
be  happy  in  the  Beta  House  or  something  like  that  The  one  they  got 
me  on  was  Well  when  you  have  a  date  up  for  Winter  Carnival  or 
something  it  s  one  thing  to  look  at  your  relationship  with  your 
fraternity  brothers  but  those  other  girls  won  t  be  good  to  your  date 
They  tried  everything  So  they  persuaded  me  and  I  joined  Pi  Lambda 
Phi  which  was  okay 
Which  is  the  Jewish  fraternity 

Which  was  It  s  gone  now  Because  two  of  my  best  friends  -  one  who 
is  dead  and  one  isn  t  -  were  fraternity  brothers  There  are  three  really 
When  you  lived  in  Syracuse  were  you  that  aware  that  you  were  a  Jew9 
Did  it  matter  there9 

Oh  yes  Oh  it  sure  did  Even  at  Nottingham  it  mattered  very  much 
About  a  third  of  the  student  body  was  Jewish  So  let  s  see  we  had 
about  750  -  250  maybe  300  were  Jewish  There  was  no  mterfaith 
dating  There  may  have  been  mterfaith  dating  between  Protestants  and 
Catholics  but  none  between  Jews  and  non  Jews  Oh,  it  was 
pronounced1  And  I  remember  my  junior  year  there  were  three  or  four 
Jewish  guys  a  year  ahead  of  me  and  they  had  dates  arranged  m 


41 


advance  with  three  or  four  non  Jewish  girls  And  we  had  fraternities 
in  high  school  There  were  two  Jewish  fraternities  and  there  were  two 
non  Jewish  fraternities  Well,  the  guys  at  the  non  Jewish  fraternity 
said  If  you  go  out  with  them  we  11  never  go  out  with  you  or  anybody 
in  your  sorority  And  there  were  sororities  too  there  were  Jewish 
sororities  and  non  Jewish  sororities  in  high  school  and  those  girls 
didn  t  go  out  with  Jewish  students 

I  can  remember  asking  out  a  girl  by  the  name  of  Kenny  Higley 
whose  locker  was  next  to  mine  I  didn  t  pay  much  attention  to  it  but 
she  declined  It  must  have  gotten  around  because  then  there  was  an 
election  for  president  of  the  class  or  something  and  there  was  another 
girl  running  - 1  think  it  was  Peggy  Northrup  -  who  s  pitching  my  vote 
and  she  said  And  Kenny9  Higley  s  running  for  it  too  and  she  says 
Well,  I  know  you  asked  Kenny  out  but  I  d  like  to  have  you  vote 
for  me 

Oh  you  re  dam  nght  we  were  aware  of  it  It  was  part  of 
growing  up  I  mean  it  wasn  t  so  pronounced  throughout  Syracuse  as 
such  but  certainly  in  the  high  school  there  was  a  division 
SENEY  Let  me  turn  this  over 
[End  of  Tape  2  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  2  SideB] 

KOPP  Where  do  you  want  to  go  from  there? 

Well  we  can  move  up  to  Dartmouth  again 


SENEY 


42 


KOPP 


At  Nottingham  one  year  - 1  think  it  was  my  senior  year  - 1  wrote  for 
the  student  newspaper  -  Nottingham  Citizen  -  and  I  think  I  wrote 
sports  I  m  sure  I  did  At  Dartmouth  I  did  that  too  I  went  out  for  the 
paper  It  was  called  heeling  For  example  if  somebody  wanted  to 
be  a  manager  of  the  football  team  you  d  heel  That  meant  you  d 
start  out  as  an  assistant  manager  six  rungs  down  and  go  up  So  I  was 
a  heeler  with  The  Dartmouth 

Starting  in  July  1945  and  there  were  very  few  people  on  campus 
Dartmouth  had  a  Marine  V  12  program  and  had  a  Navy  V  12  program 
and  that  remained  there  until  the  following  spring  of  46  I  came  up  m 
July  1945  Our  class  had  600  give  or  take  200  had  started  in  March 
200  started  in  July  and  then  200  came  m  November  By  November 
men  were  being  discharged  from  the  services  and  coming  back 
including  upperclassmen  people  the  class  of  1946  1945  even  beyond 
that  -  1944  42  So  I  was  young  again  for  my  time  There  were  a 
couple  of  returning  war  veterans  whom  I  remember  One  of  them  of 
course  was  the  founder  of  The  Village  Voice  Jerry  Tallmer  and  Alex 
Fanelli  They  were  probably  the  editor  and  assistant  editor 
respectively 

In  the  summer  of  45  I  covered  sports  because  it  was  a  small 
group  In  fact  I  think  The  Daily  Dartmouth  only  came  out  once  a 
week  or  maybe  twice  a  week  It  was  reduced  Then  in  the  fall 
semester  which  started  in  November  it  went  full  tilt 
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1 11  tell  you  who  else  was  there  Mel  Wax  was  there  but  Mel 
Wax  had  graduated  I  know  why  he  was  around  Hanover  He  was  a 
reporter  with  the  Claremont  Daily  Eagle  Claremont  New  Hampshire 
is  about  twenty  five  miles  south  of  Hanover  and  Claremont  had  a 
daily  newspaper  then  But  he  covered  Hanover  because  Dartmouth 
was  probably  a  major  source  of  news  for  the  Claremont  Daily  Eagle 
But  anyway,  then  I  started  writing  other  things  than  sports  and  I 
stayed  with  the  newspaper  45  46  46  47  and  I  rose  to  be  assistant 
sports  editor,  and  I  had  a  column  I  had  a  sports  column  Sol  put  a  lot 
of  time  into  the  newspaper  And  it  was  a  daily  Monday  through 
Friday  No  Monday  to  Saturday  We  had  a  Saturday  edition  You 
had  whatever  the  duty  was  for  a  month  then  you  d  rotate  putting  the 
paper  to  bed  So  you  d  be  in  the  printing  stage  of  it  and  watching  it 
come  out  Yes  I  devoted  a  lot  of  time  to  that 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  comes  back  to  me  now  when  I  graduated 
or  before  I  graduated  I  wrote  a  letter  to  a  couple  of  newspapers  about 
a  job  as  a  sports  writer  I  know  I  did  in  Los  Angeles  I  know  I  did 
with  one  of  the  L  A  papers  and  I  think  I  did  with  a  couple  of  others  - 
Philadelphia  and  someplace  else  So  I  had  that  as  a  possible  ambition 
I  would  have  been  happy  doing  that  I  m  sure 

But  in  any  event  after  I  was  able  to  extricate  myself  from  pre 
medicine  my  junior  year  I  soared  academically  I  was  a  Rufus  Choate 
scholar  which  is  I  think  a  3  6  or  3  8  average  for  the  year 
SENEY  And  that  s  pretty  good  honor,  is  it  at  Dartmouth? 
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Yes  My  mother  then  was  right  - 1  forgot  to  put  it  down  for  the 
college  yearbook  so  you  won  t  find  it  there  -  she  said  What  a 
mistake  How  could  you  omit  that9  [Laughter  ] 

Along  about  that  junior  year  I  decided  that  I  wanted  to  be  a 
lawyer,  and  in  those  days  most  law  schools  all  the  law  schools  except 
Harvard  would  accept  three  year  applicants  So  I  applied  to 
Columbia  and  I  think  to  Yale  and  1  know  to  Stanford  and  the  dean  of 
Stanford  was  Carl  [B  ]  Spaeth  who  was  a  Dartmouth  alumnus  I 
didn  t  know  him  I  think  I  met  him  once  later  m  life  But  I  applied 
there  Harvard  you  could  get  in  after  three  years  only  if  you  went  to 
Harvard  College  So  I  couldn  t  apply  to  Harvard 
To  Harvard  College 

Yes  And  University  of  Virginia  [UVA]  That  s  right  I  didn  t  apply 
to  Yale  It  was  to  Columbia  University  of  Virginia  and  Stanford  I 
got  an  acceptance  from  University  of  Virginia  a  letter  from  Columbia 
saying  Apply  next  year  I  m  getting  this  confused  I  think  I  applied 
just  to  Columbia  and  the  University  of  Virginia  And  I  got  accepted  at 
UVA  and  I  Hmm  Now  I  guess  it  may  be  conflicting  but  I  wanted 
to  get  out  I  wanted  to  get  through  with  school  I  mean  it  conflicts 
with  my  prior  angst  over  the  fact  that  I  was  a  year  and  a  half  younger 
than  everybody 

But  anyway  I  would  have  gone  to  UVA  I  had  a  professor  of 
government  who  was  relatively  new  at  Dartmouth  [He]  came  from 
the  University  of  West  Virginia  and  he  d  gotten  his  graduate  degree  at 
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Pnnceton  and  somehow  took  a  liking  to  me  I  got  an  A  in  his  course 
I  think  I  took  two  courses  from  him  and  got  an  A  I  must  have  told 
him  about  it  and  he  dissuaded  me  from  going  to  UVA  by  saying 
UVA  is  for  rich  kids  whose  fathers  have  influence  and  who  aren  t  the 
same  academic  mettle  as  you  and  he  pointed  out  FDR  [Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,  Jr  ]  and  I  ve  forgotten  who  else  Of  course  we 
know  this  in  later  years  with  [Senator  Edward  M  ]  Ted  Kennedy  and 
[Senator]  John  [V  ]  Tunney  [Laughter  ]  I  don  t  know  if  I  d  put 
[Senator  Robert  F  ]  Bobby  Kennedy  in  that  category  He  went  to 
UVA  law  school  too  Columbia  had  indicated  Apply  next  year  and 
the  reception  will  probably  be  better 

So  now  I  had  my  last  year  coming  up  Wait  a  minute  Let  me 
see  something  I  know  what  happened  or  do  P  Well  1 11  tell  you  the 
Stanford  story 

So  what  to  do  the  last  year  My  father  came  up  with  this  idea 
Dartmouth  had  and  has  a  Graduate  School  of  Business 
Administration  In  those  days  it  was  probably  fiftieth  on  the  list 
Amos  Tuck  School  of  Business  Administration  Probably  had  about  a 
hundred  in  a  class  and  ninety  five  of  them  would  be  Dartmouth 
graduates  Today  it  s  the  number  one  school  according  to  US  News 
&  World  Report  and  the  proportion  is  the  opposite  It  might  have  five 
percent  Dartmouth  graduates  and  the  rest  are  not  He  had  an  idea  that 
what  I  should  do  is  take  my  senior  year  in  Tuck  and  you  could  get 
accepted  easily  and  then  I  might  finish  that  and  have  that  degree  and 
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then  go  to  law  school  Have  two  degrees  So  I  was  persuaded  to  do 
that  [I]  applied  and  was  accepted  I  d  been  living  in  the  fraternity 
house  that  year  or  most  of  that  year  I  had  a  roommate  who  was  from 
Boston  (Marvin  Axelrod)  and  still  lives  in  Boston  who  I  see  every 
year  The  two  of  us  took  a  room  We  lived  in  a  dorm  there 

Well  it  turned  out  business  school  wasn  t  for  me  I  didn  t  like  it 
I  had  trouble  with  it  I  was  resentful  because  here  I  was  at  a  3  6  to  3  8 
level  and  I  wasn  t  going  to  be  at  that  level  at  the  Tuck  School  I  was 
going  to  be  around  a  2  8  or  something  like  that  It  just  didn  t  excite 
me  and  it  was  a  struggle  So  that  s  how  I  spent  my  last  year  at 
Dartmouth  It  wasn  t  the  most  felicitous 

SENEY  Had  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  made  an  impact  at  that  point  on  Dartmouth9 

KOPP  Oh  sure  Everybody  out  of  the  military  was  on  the  GI  bill  I  worked 

also  the  last  three  years  I  was  at  Dartmouth  That  s  another  part  of  my 
life  that  I  ought  to  talk  about 

I  got  a  job  at  Mary  Hitchcock  Memorial  Hospital  and  that  was 
an  influence  on  me  too  I  would  wait  on  tables  in  the  nurses  dining 
room  and  for  that  I  would  get  breakfast  and  dinner  The  reason  it 
triggers  it  when  you  talk  about  the  GI  bill  is  because  I  think  I  was  the 
youngest  Dartmouth  student  working  there  and  the  others  were  older 
than  I  I  think  every  one  of  them  was  a  military  veteran  except  one 
fellow  George  Singer  wasn  t  But  all  of  them  were  and  of  course 
I  d  sit  around  and  listen  to  their  stones  I  started  there  in  46  I  think 
Whatever  gave  me  the  idea  I  went  up  and  got  a  job  there,  and  they 
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gave  me  the  meals  The  college  dming  hall  food  was  temble  and 
there  s  no  place  in  Hanover  except  the  Hanover  Inn  in  those  days  for 
decent  food  Now  there  are  restaurants  because  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont  are  popular  places  for  people  to  migrate  to  That  was  a  great 
experience 

And  then  the  summer  of  47  I  m  still  in  the  pre  med  mode  and 
my  parents  say  to  me  You  go  to  summer  school  In  fact  that 
summer  school  I  think  is  where  I  flunked  physiology  If  not  I  took 
comparative  anatomy  and  got  a  D  and  I  took  one  or  two  other  courses 
You  had  quite  a  checkered  transcript 

Oh  yes  [Laughter  ]  I  d  love  to  see  it  today  I  mean  it  s  amazing 
You  couldn  t  do  that  today  what  I  did  and  get  where  I  ve  got  You 
couldn  t  do  it 

The  summer  of  47 1  worked  as  a  bus  boy  at  the  Dartmouth 
Outing  House  which  is  kind  of  a  lodge  It  s  only  open  June  July  and 
August  In  other  words  it  s  seasonal  There  were  two  fellows  who 
are  friends  one  m  particular  a  great  friend  of  mine  They  were  both 
war  veterans  class  of  45  and  46  Reggie  Pierce  is  46  and  Hunt 
Bennett  was  45  I  used  to  sit  there  with  my  mouth  agape  and  listen  to 
them  tell  stories  about  everything 

Then  I  went  back  to  the  hospital  and  school  opened  in 
September  For  some  reason  the  waiters  jobs  were  full  Hunt 
Bennett  and  Reggie  and  another  guy  by  the  name  of  Ted  Krug  -  he 
wound  up  m  our  class  -  they  had  a  heck  of  a  deal  buffing  the  floors 


48 


They  ran  the  polishing  machines  under  the  auspices  of  a  white  haired 
woman  who  was  short  but  a  dictatorial  type  and  I  asked  Hunt  or  Reg 
if  there  was  any  job  that  fell  under  her  domain  and  there  was  a  job 
The  job  was  collecting  the  bandages  the  used  soiled  gauze  linen  from 
every  ward  and  throwing  it  into  a  cloth  bag,  throwing  the  bag  over 
your  shoulder  going  down  the  stairs  or  taking  an  elevator  down  to  the 
basement  where  there  was  an  incinerator  taking  the  bag  and  emptying 
the  contents  on  the  floor  opening  the  incmerator  door  and  then 
shoveling  everything  into  the  incinerator  [Laughter  ]  I  did  that  I 
think  for  one  semester 

And  [when]  I  told  my  parents  my  mother  was  indignant  and  just 
shocked  and  said  You  11  get  germs  You  11  be  sick  [Laughter  ] 

But  my  grandmother  with  her  European  accent  had  the  last  word 
saying  it  was  okay  as  long  as  I  was  getting  those  eggs  the  milk,  the 
butter  all  that  you  need  because  that  would  mean  I  was  eating  good 
[Laughter  ] 

So  I  did  that  for  a  semester  That  old  lady  oh  she  was  mean 
She  was  all  right  with  Hunt  and  Reggie  because  they  could  schmooze 
her  but  I  was  a  young  twerp  So  I  got  out  of  that  detail  and  then  I  got 
another  detail  with  trays  special  diet  trays  that  you  put  on  the 
dumbwaiter  and  then  run  up  to  the  third  floor  and  take  it  off  the 
dumbwaiter  and  give  it  to  the  nurse  [Laughter  ] 

I  used  to  tell  those  nurses  and  of  course  they  were  farm  girls 
from  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  They  got  paid  nothmg  They 
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were  treated  like  dirt  They  were  the  lowest  on  the  totem  pole  And  I 
used  to  say  to  them  If  I  ever  am  in  politics  and  I  can  do  something 
about  changing  working  conditions  and  pay  for  nurses  I  m  going  to  do 
it  I  remember  telling  them  that 

So  anyway  I  got  to  Tuck  School  didn  t  like  it  but  I  reapplied 
for  the  law  schools  except  now  you  could  apply  for  Harvard  I 
applied  for  Yale  Everybody  wanted  to  go  to  Yale  because  it  was 
known  as  an  easy  law  school  and  Harvard  was  known  as  a  school  run 
by  martinets  Harvard  had  that  apocryphal  story  of  a  first  year  class 
coming  in  I  think  sometime  in  the  30s  and  the  dean  saying  Take  a 
look  at  the  man  on  your  left  the  man  on  your  right  (and  it  was  all 
men  no  women)  One  of  you  won  t  be  here  next  year  at  this  time 
So  Harvard  was  foreboding  Yale  was  teaching  sociology  and  the  law 
And  I  applied  to  Columbia  and  I  applied  to  Stanford  and  I  can  t 
remember  the  reason  I  applied  for  Stanford  Probably  had  something 
to  do  with  my  cousin  Bobby  because  in  the  summer  between  junior 
and  senior  year  I  spent  the  whole  summer  in  Los  Angeles  working  on 
a  construction  project  on  Pico  Boulevard  right  near  Hillcrest  Country 
Club  building  apartments  and  I  lived  with  my  aunt  and  uncle  half  the 
summer  and  I  lived  with  my  cousin  Hermione  [Brown]  and  her  then 
husband  who  s  now  dead  Louis  half  the  summer  My  cousin  Bobby 
was  a  genius  who  was  Phi  Beta  Kappa  at  Columbia  Law  Review  at 
Harvard  and  finalist  in  the  Ames  moot  court  competition  His  name  is 
on  a  plaque  in  Langdell  Library  A  major  influence  And  together 
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with  his  brother  in  law  Martin  Gang  and  another  man  still  living 
Norman  Tyre  they  formed  -  first  it  was  Gang  &  Kopp  then  it  was 
Gang  Kopp  &  Tyre,  and  was  what  now  in  the  law  is  called  a 
boutique  firm  representing  actors  actresses  writers  and  producers 
Not  studios  but  the  creative  people  and  the  firm  still  exists 

My  cousin  Hermione  married  Louis  Brown  She  became  a 
lawyer  in  1947  after  having  three  sons  and  is  a  brilliant  woman  She 
graduated  Nottingham  High  School  at  fourteen  Wellesley  College  at 
eighteen  A  brilliant  woman  She  s  a  figure  m  California  history  and 
she  is  in  a  history  - 1  ve  got  the  magazine  down  below 

But  anyway  my  cousin  Bobby  always  - 1  think  secretly 
thought  -  wanted  me  to  break  into  one  of  the  big  firms  which  didn  t 
hire  Jews  Gibson  Dunn  &  Crutcher  or  O'Melveny  &  Myers  Might 
have  been  Munger  &  Tolies  I  ve  forgotten  I  did  follow  that  course 
in  interviewing  them  but  I  think  he  probably  may  have  said  something 
about  Stanford  He  may  have  I  don  t  know  Or  maybe  it  was  my 
idea  because  the  dean  was  a  Dartmouth  graduate  and  I  thought  I  d 
have  an  advantage  So  I  applied 

I  took  the  law  school  admission  test  twice  I  took  the  first  one 
ever  given  and  I  was  only  in  the  59th  percentile  and  that  was  given  I 
think  in  the  fall  of  47  And  I  took  it  a  second  time  in  1948  and 
bumped  it  to  the  83rd  percentile  I  applied  and  I  got  accepted  at 
Columbia  in  May  or  something  before  I  came  to  Los  Angeles  I 
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applied  for  a  scholarship  and  I  got  a  scholarship  Tuition  was  $600  a 
year 

SENEY  That  was  a  lot  of  money  in  those  days 

KOPP  Yes  The  scholarship  was  $200  a  year  Yale  turned  me  down 

Harvard  said  You  re  on  a  wait  list  And  Stanford  said  You  re  on 
a  wait  list  I  m  pretty  sure  that  s  the  way  it  went 

No  I  m  getting  this  mixed  up  I  had  gotten  admitted  to  Stanford 
Let  me  go  back  a  year  That  was  48  I  didn  t  graduate  until  49  I 
took  that  LS  AT  a  second  time  in  the  fall  of  48  That  s  when  I  went 
up  to  83  The  first  time  was  in  January  or  February  of  48  It  was  the 
first  time  the  LSAT  was  ever  given  That  s  when  I  was  in  the  59th 
percentile 

I  know  what  happened  I  applied  junior  year  to  Columbia  UVA 
and  Stanford  Accepted  UVA  Wait  list  at  Stanford  Told  by 
Columbia  Reapply  We  think  you  11  do  better  next  year 

I  finished  the  summer  of  1948  on  the  construction  job  hitchhiked 
from  LA  to  San  Francisco  met  a  Dartmouth  friend  who  came  from 
Painted  Post  New  York  That  s  in  the  southern  tier  near  the 
Pennsylvania  border  Alan  Parsons  who  was  a  year  behind  me  and 
was  on  the  newspaper  with  me  He  was  Navy  ROTC  [Reserve 
Officers  Training  Corps]  and  he  had  a  train  ticket  and  I  got  hold  of 
someone  else  s  train  ticket  There  were  Navy  ROTC  guys  from 
Dartmouth  and  they  d  take  them  out  on  a  summer  cruise 
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So  I  met  him  here  stayed  overnight  at  the  Hotel  Summerton  on 
Geary  Street  and  we  got  on  the  train  over  m  Oakland  and  took  the 
train  to  Chicago  It  was  about  Labor  Day  We  got  off  the  train  m 
Chicago  and  started  hitchhiking  from  Chicago  -  he  was  heading  for 
Painted  Post  and  Binghamton  s  about  fifty  miles  east  of  that  -  and  we 
had  a  terrible  time  We  had  a  terrible  time  We  got  stuck  in 
Mishawaka  Indiana  90  degrees,  90  per  cent  humidity  and  we 
couldn  t  get  a  nde  out  of  there  We  finally  got  a  nde  at  night  on  a 
truck  and  got  to  Cleveland  and  then  had  to  tramp  all  the  way  from  one 
side  from  the  west  side  of  Cleveland  to  the  east  side  to  pick  up  the 
Lincoln  Highway  whatever  we  were  on  Route  40  agam  We  didn  t 
sleep  at  all  The  next  day  we  get  home  he  gets  off  we  got  a  nde  and 
the  guy  let  him  off  at  Painted  Post  and  I  keep  going  down  Route  17  to 
Binghamton  I  get  to  Binghamton  get  to  my  grandparents  home  and 
Stanford  had  given  me  an  acceptance  That  s  what  happened 

So  I  call  up  my  dad  and  my  mother  and  I  tell  them  I  m  accepted 
at  Stanford  That  s  what  led  to  Tuck  School  Because  the  thought  of 
turning  around  and  coming  all  the  way  back  to  California  just 
discouraged  me  [Laughter  ]  And  that  s  why  I  said  to  Stanford 
Thanks  but  no  That  s  when  the  idea  evolved  of  going  to  Amos 
Tuck  School  I  m  pretty  sure  Or  maybe  it  had  evolved  before  I  d 
been  accepted  So  that  was  the  course  of  action  I  d  go  to  Tuck 
School 
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So  the  year  came  around  to  49  The  spring  of  49  I  got  accepted 
at  Columbia  I  forgot  about  Stanford  and  UVA  Turned  down  by 
Yale  Wait  listed  at  Harvard  And  then  I  graduated  in  June  I  m  all  set 
for  Columbia  had  a  room  in  the  dormitory  $200  scholarship  and  that 
was  not  a  very  productive  summer  except  my  Uncle  Harold  Shulman 
in  Binghamton  gave  me  a  set  of  golf  clubs  for  graduation  and  I  started 
to  play  golf  That  s  what  I  did  most  of  that  summer  By  that  time  it 
wasn  t  an  imperative  to  work  in  the  drugstore  I  was  now  twenty 
almost  twenty  one  I  did  sell  coffee  door  to  door  which  was 
frustrating 

But  anyway  in  September  I  m  ready  to  leave  for  New  York 
City  and  my  cousin  Bobby  comes  through  Syracuse  on  a  business  trip 
He  was  m  New  York  and  I  think  he  had  to  go  to  Montreal  or 
something  but  he  would  always  do  that  He  was  such  a  good  man 
good  family  man  So  he  came  through  Syracuse  And  m  the  mail  the 
morning  he  amved  was  an  acceptance  from  Harvard  and  he  said 
You  ve  got  to  go  to  Harvard  He  said  You  want  to  live  in 
California  You  want  to  practice  law  in  California  California  lawyers 
know  Harvard  Law  School  They  don  t  know  Columbia  Law  School 
I  said  But  I  ve  got  a  $200  scholarship 
He  said  1 11  give  you  $200  and  then  after  the  first  year  you  II 
get  a  scholarship  at  Harvard 

So  I  thought  about  it  and  I  said  All  right  So  that  s  what 
happened 


54 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 


It  was  funny  regarding  Columbia  Law  School  I  had  a  friend 
David  Solomon  who  s  older  than  I  who  had  been  m  the  Air  Corps 
during  the  war  but  he  washed  out  of  flight  school  and  his  father  was  a 
Columbia  law  graduate  His  father  had  died  young  David  wanted  to 
go  to  Columbia  Law  School  but  he  had  been  turned  down  and  he  was 
going  to  go  to  Syracuse  Law  School  So  when  I  wrote  Columbia  Law 
School  expressing  my  regret  of  not  attending  I  said  You  may  want 
to  consider  admitting  David  Solomon  and  that  s  what  happened 
Is  that  right9 

He  was  admitted  to  Columbia  so  he  went  to  his  father  s  law  school 
So  it  worked  out 

It  worked  out  By  that  time  my  mother  could  operate  the  vehicle  so 
we  drove  the  car  to  Boston  stayed  with  my  aunt  and  uncle  a  couple  of 
days  and  looked  around  for  a  place  to  live  Harvard  Law  School  was 
famous  There  was  only  one  dormitory  and  it  only  held  about  175 
people  Harvard  would  have  500  to  550  m  each  class  So  everybody 
lived  in  rooming  houses  Some  of  them  you  got  room  and  board  and 
they  were  dumps  So  I  got  a  dump  [Laughter  ] 

How  did  you  like  law  school9 

I  liked  it  after  a  while  The  first  year  I  finished  about  50th  from  the 
bottom  of  the  class  We  had  a  class  start  at  550  and  we  wound  up 
with  about  450  Probably  forty  or  so  just  dropped  out  didn  t  like  it 
Don  t  forget  the  Korean  War  started  in  June  of  1950  right  after  we 
finished  the  first  year  so  we  lost  another  forty  or  fifty  people  who 
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were  in  the  Reserves  A  few  got  drafted  You  could  get  drafted  and  I 
almost  was  drafted 

But  [it  s]  the  first  year  first  place  - 1  ve  been  four  years  in 
Hanover  four  and  a  half  years  all  men  s  college  Now  I  m  m  Boston 
with  all  the  women  s  colleges  We  had  Radcliffe  My  sister  s  best 
friend  was  at  Radcliffe  I  was  over  there  and  after  about  two  weeks  I 
moved  out  of  this  rooming  house  Two  Dartmouth  friends  of  mine  had 
found  a  house  which  had  four  or  five  bedrooms  and  it  was  spacious 
compared  to  my  little  room  with  a  light  bulb  in  the  ceiling  So  I 
moved  in  with  John  Steams  and  Bill  Hartwig  Dartmouth  guys  both, 
and  the  three  of  us  started  going  over  to  Radcliffe  Every  night  they 
had  a  quaint  custom  after  dinner  of  serving  coffee  at  seven  They  had 
parietal  rules  but  we  d  be  over  there — 

They  had  9 

Parietal  rules  where  they  have  to  be  in  the  dorm  by  a  certain  time 
Let  me  turn  this  over  Judge 


[End  of  Tape  2  SideB] 
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Session  2  August  1 8  200 1 
[Begin  Tape  3  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  As  a  result  I  spent  less  time  studying  and  more  time  at  Radcliffe  - 1  think 

it  was  Elliott  House  as  I  recall  it  at  Radcliffe  -  running  through  a 
succession  of  dates  and  playing  basketball  at  Hemenway  Gym  That  is 
probably  the  best  part  of  the  nonacademic  aspect  of  the  law  school  Well 
my  marks  showed  it  And  in  that  period  at  Harvard  Law  School  there 
were  no  tests  no  examinations  until  the  whole  year  was  over  except  for 
one  course  Criminal  Law  which  was  one  semester  followed  by  Agency 
in  the  second  semester  There  were  practice  exams  however  in  all  the 
other  courses  and  there  were  five  courses  Criminal  Law  Civil 
Procedure  Contracts,  Property  Law  and  Torts  Cnminal  Law  ended  after 
a  semester  I  took  that  examination  -  probably  a  low  C  And  the  practice 
exams  -  low  So  one  of  our  three  -  John  Steams  who  was  a  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  at  Dartmouth  been  editor  of  The  Daily  Dartmouth  -  he  abandoned 
us  He  bailed  out  at  Radcliffe 

So  the  year  came  around  the  end  of  May  first  year  exams  and  it 
was  ugly  in  many  ways  In  the  first  place  there  was  so  much  tension  that 
students  literally  would  be  gagging  and  vomiting  before  the 
exams  Let  s  say  an  exam  began  at  nine  You  d  see  people  along 
Massachusetts  Avenue  a  couple  three  four  - 1  don  t  mean  it  was 
widespread  -  were  throwing  up  They  were  so  terrified  of  those  exams 
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So  we  suffered  through  whatever  it  was  four  days  of  exams  five  days 
because  there  was  an  exam  a  day  one  right  after  another  and  then 
you  d  go  home  for  the  summer 

I  d  secured  a  job  that  summer  working  m  a  real  estate  office  a 
big  commercial  real  estate  operation  in  downtown  Syracuse  for 
Jackson  Potter  who  had  made  astounding  money  and  success  in  real 
estate  He  at  one  time  had  lived  across  the  street  from  us  in  our 
modest  middle  class  block  but  he  moved  into  an  area  that  s  hillier 
not  too  far  away  three  or  four  blocks  away  Anyway  he  was  happy  to 
give  me  a  modest  job 

After  about  a  month  the  grades  were  delivered  and  you  d  have  a 
class  ranking  So  let  s  say  there  were  500  By  that  time  probably  forty 
or  fifty  had  dropped  out  because  they  didn  t  like  it  and  so  I  probably 
was  about  440  Bill  Hartwig,  my  roommate  -  God  love  him  he  s  now 
dead  -  who  was  from  Milwaukee  he  was  about  492  I  think  he  was 
eight  from  the  bottom  I  think  John  Steams  finished  a  little  higher 
although  it  became  academic  because  the  Korean  War  started  and  by 
the  fall  John  Steams  was  in  the  Air  Force  under  threat  of  being 
drafted  I  think 

I  worked  in  the  real  estate  office  that  summer  and  it  was 
enjoyable  My  responsibility  was  to  scan  the  real  estate  classifieds  for 
people  with  property  to  sell  and  then  I  would  telephone  and  try  to 
persuade  them  to  sign  a  brokerage  agreement  with  Jackson  Potter  Real 
Estate  If  I  did  that  and  if  the  property  was  then  sold  I  would  share  m 
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the  commission  I  received  some  modest  amount  per  week  I  ve 
forgotten  what  it  was  -  maybe  $50  something  like  that  -  but  it  was 
good  A  property  I  listed  some  warehouse  sold  that  fall  and  when  I 
got  back  to  school  I  got  a  check  which  paid  for  that  whole  year  s 
tuition  which  was  six  hundred  bucks  for  the  whole  year 

And  on  that  subject  of  tuition  contrary  to  my  cousin  Bobby  s 
assurance  I  did  not  qualify  for  any  scholarship  But  good  fellow  that 
he  was  he  simply  said  Don  t  worry  $200  for  the  tuition  this  year  I 
don  t  know  if  he  even  said  Pay  me  back  That  was  his  gift  to  me  I 
did  pay  him  back  in  another  way  years  later  His  son  went  to  Oberhn 
College  Robert  Evans  Kopp  Jr  went  to  Oberhn  then  went  to 
Harvard  Law  School  and  this  was  in  the  60s  by  which  time  I  could 
afford  it  I  sent  him  $200  every  year  of  his  three  years  at  law  school 
So  I  gave  it  back 

But  anyway  the  second  year  was  much  different  because  the 
second  year  I  decided  that  I  am  going  to  prevail  in  this  and  I  did 
You  didn  t  enjoy  being  440th 

No  And  the  second  year  I  moved  about  200  plus  spaces  in  the  class 
I  moved  probably  to  around  200  to  225  somewhere  m  that  range  I 
moved  I  think  more  than  anybody  but  one  fellow  One  fellow  moved 
from  just  about  where  I  was  to  the  top  ten  percent  and  thereby  became 
a  member  of  the  Harvard  Law  Review 

The  second  year  was  really  an  enjoyable  year  because  I  was  on  a 


schedule  Every  day  at  one  o  clock  I  d  be  in  the  library  At  four 
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o  clock  I  d  be  over  at  the  gym  playing  basketball  until  six  [o  clock] 
After  dinner  I  d  be  back  in  the  library  or  I  d  be  studying  at  home  So 
it  was  done 

SENEY  You  decided  to  take  it  seriously  obviously 
KOPP  Yes  And  then  in  June  1950  of  course  when  we  were  home  the 

Korean  War  began  By  the  time  we  came  back  in  September  it 
changed  people  because  there  were  people  who  were  in  the  Army 
Reserve  Navy  Reserve  and  Air  Force  Reserve  who  were  called  up 
and  they  were  gone  And  the  same  thing  was  true  with  the  class  ahead 
of  us  the  third  year  class 

Then  in  about  the  middle  of  the  year  in  the  winter  I  was 
summoned  for  the  draft  There  was  a  deferment  It  was  called  1  S 
But  I  was  1  A  and  I  hadn  t  paid  attention  to  it  So  I  went  to  the 
Boston  Army  Base  with  about  four  other  pals  of  mine  similarly 
situated  and  went  through  the  Army  physical  and  was  about  to  be 
drafted  and  I  called  home  The  chairman  of  the  draft  board  was  Jacob 
Latiff  Jake  Latiff  had  a  liquor  store  A  pretty  solid  Republican  as  I 
remember  I  think  he  was  a  Republican  My  parents  knew  him  I  said 
to  my  mother  I  am  going  to  be  drafted  soon  Everybody  around  here 
except  about  five  of  us  is  1  S  Why  am  1 1  A?  Anyway  I  did 
whatever  paperwork  was  needed  and  it  was  changed  to  1  S  Sol 
survived  that  year  and  then  into  the  next  year 

The  following  summer  I  worked  construction  which  paid  more 


money  Then  I  went  back  for  the  third  year  The  third  year  was 
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disappointing  really  because  I  thought  that  I  had  it  down  pretty  good 
and  the  third  year  was  the  year  in  which  you  could  take  non  mandated 
courses  The  second  year  you  only  had  maybe  one  non  required 
course  because  the  second  year  you  had  to  take  Constitutional  Law 
Corporations  Trusts  Wills  What  else7  Conflict  of  Laws  was  a 
difficult  course  You  had  one  elective  only  and  I  took  American 
Legal  History  Mark  DeWolfe  Howe  was  a  wonderful  man  The  third 
year  all  electives  except  for  Evidence  So  I  thought  This  is  my  year 
to  go  even  higher  and  it  wasn  t  I  don  t  know  what  happened 
academically  but  I  just  didn  t  have  the  same  pizzazz  I  put  as  much 
time  in  but  I  wound  up  about  in  the  middle  of  the  class 

Now  by  that  time  people  were  concerned  about  -  almost 
everybody  -  were  concerned  about  the  military  except  for  people  who 
had  already  been  in  World  War  II 

SENEY  Excuse  me  Judge  Was  it  1950  or  51? 

KOPP  Fifty  two 

SENEY  Fifty  two  that  you  finished  law  school 

KOPP  Yes  So  some  of  us  started  discovering  direct  commission  programs 

A  good  number  of  people  wanted  the  Navy  because  the  Navy  was  the 
choice  You  d  go  to  midshipman  school  at  Newport  Rhode  Island 
and  you  d  come  out  an  ensign  A  few  liked  the  Marines  because  they 
wanted  to  be  Marines  In  fact,  I  had  a  classmate  from  Utica  New 
York  -  Harvey  Leve  -  who  made  a  career  out  of  the  Marines  and 
retired  a  colonel 
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Some  ROTC  people  were  able  to  stay  until  they  graduated  [from] 
law  school  but  there  was  a  program  in  the  Air  Force  with  a  direct 
commission  -  no  officer  candidate  school  anything  -  as  a  second 
lieutenant  in  something  called  the  Office  of  Special  Investigations 
which  essentially  was  for  purposes  of  investigating  fraud  m 
procurement  contracts  Apparently  the  Air  Force  felt  that  graduating 
lawyers  would  have  the  qualities  and  the  propensity  for  that  kind  of 
work  So  I  went  out  to  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  which  is  near 
Concord  Mass  and  I  interviewed  I  completed  the  application  and 
about  a  month  later  I  received  a  direct  commission  as  a  second 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Air  Force 

Because  one  way  or  another  you  were  going  to  be  1  A  and  drafted  if 
you  didn  t  make  this  arrangement 

Oh  yes  And  we  had  the  experience  We  had  reports  from  the  prior 
class  I  have  a  good  friend  who  lives  m  a  little  town  little  village  in 
the  Catskill  Mountams  who  had  graduated  the  year  before  and  his 
story  was  legend  that  he  wouldn  t  even  think  of  a  commission  He  d 
be  like  everyone  else  he  d  be  a  draftee  So  he  was  drafted  And  after 
about  four  months  of  being  a  buck  private  in  basic  training  at  Fort 
Dix  New  Jersey  he  had  enough  So  he  passed  the  New  York  State 
Bar  -  his  name  is  Bert  Eisenberg  -  and  he  applied  for  a  commission  in 
the  Judge  Advocate  General  s  Corps  of  the  U  S  Army  It  was 
accepted  The  story  may  be  fictional  but  it  is  declared  that  one  day 
he  s  in  a  formation  doing  some  grunt  work  and  a  jeep  drives  up  and  a 
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corporal  steps  out  of  the  jeep  and  says  Lieutenant  Eisenberg?  And 
the  sergeant  in  charge  of  the  detail  says  What  are  you  talking  about? 
And  Bert  Eisenberg  is  commissioned  and  the  sergeant  s  jaw  drops 
and  he  salutes  [Laughter  ] 

So  most  of  us  were  looking  for  commissions  There  were  many 
who  were  drafted  into  the  Army  and  a  couple  of  them  were  drafted 
into  the  Marines  I  ve  forgotten  how  it  worked  but  if  you  were 
drafted  I  think  you  could  elect  the  Marines  maybe  even  the  Navy 

Anyway  meantime  everybody  was  trying  to  find  a  bar 
examination  to  take  before  you  were  called  up  to  active  duty  because 
it  was  felt  that  if  you  were  a  member  of  a  bar  you  might  have  some 
opportunity  for  advancement  or  some  kind  of  an  assignment 

So  the  first  bar  exam  we  knew  besides  some  state  that  nobody 
was  particularly  interested  in  was  the  District  of  Columbia  The 
District  of  Columbia  bar  exam  was  given  about  June  20th  and  it  was  a 
three  day  bar  exam  all  short  answers  It  was  either  true/false  or  here  s 
five  possible  answers  pick  one  Unlike  any  other  bar  examination 
I  ve  ever  heard  of  in  any  state  There  must  have  been  fifty  of  us  who 
took  the  tram  or  flew  to  Washington  There  was  a  bar  review  course  a 
three  week  bar  review  course  given  at  George  Washington  University 
in  a  building  there  by  a  husband  and  wife  lawyers  [named]  Nacrelli 
The  Nacrelli  Bar  Review  course  And  the  husband  and  wife,  for  three 
weeks  gave  a  morning  session  9  [a  m  ]  to  12  [noon]  an  afternoon 
session  1  30  [p  m  ]  to  4  30  [p  m  ]  and  a  nighttime  session  7  [p  m  ]  or 
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6  30  [p  m  ]  to  9  30  [p  m  ]  or  1 0  [p  m  ]  The  two  of  them  And  m 
between  they  would  sweep  up  the  place  [Laughter  ] 

Well  they  were  legends  in  Washington  D  C  in  those  days  in  the 
50s  and  60s  They  were  still  doing  it  so  we  signed  up  for  that  and 
three  of  us  found  a  room  to  stay  m  Three  of  us  stayed  in  one  room 
near  George  Washington  University  You  had  to  take  two  of  the  three 
sessions  so  you  d  go  either  morning  and  afternoon  or  you  d  go 
morning  and  night  or  afternoon  and  night  It  was  hot  and  humid  the 
whole  three  weeks  and  in  the  middle  of  it  - 1 II  tell  you  this  story  - 1 
started  to  suffer  nosebleeds  Maybe  a  combination  of  the  heat  the 
agitation  and  the  stress  And  they  were  so  bad  that  I  went  to  the 
hospital  -  whatever  the  public  hospital  the  clinic  was  -  and  was 
cauterized  The  nostrils  are  cauterized  to  stop  the  bleeding  But  I  d 
had  it  and  I  thought  This  is  it  I  m  not  sticking  around  here  to  take 
this 

So  I  took  the  day  off  didn  t  go  to  the  session  and  went  to 
Capitol  Hill  [I]  spent  the  day  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in 
the  United  States  Senate  and  that  night  I  met  two  friends  from  the 
prior  class  One  was  in  the  Air  Force  at  Bolling  Air  Force  Base 
That  s  where  we  met  We  met  to  have  dinner  at  the  Officers  Club 
The  other  was  a  Marine  -  buck  private  -  who  was  stationed  in 
Washington  and  of  course,  he  couldn  t  wear  his  uniform  he  wouldn  t 
have  gotten  in  the  Officers  Club  But  the  three  of  us  had  dinner  that 
night  and  it  was  good  to  see  them  I  hadn  t  seen  either  one  of  them  m 
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a  year  [I]  got  up  in  the  morning  and  I  said  All  right  1 11  keep 
going  so  I  did  keep  going  and  took  that  exam 

One  of  the  roommates  was  Irwin  Markowitz  from  Newark  and 
another  fellow  taking  the  exam  was  Rod  Loeb  who  came  from  Los 
Angeles  -  he  graduated  from  Cal  -  and  that  morning  he  started 
complaining  about  his  stomach  The  exam  was  given  at  Georgetown 
Law  School  It  was  miserable  muggy  hot  and  he  started  throwing  up 
right  outside  the  building  And  Markowitz  said  Oh  you  re  faking  it 
Just  stop  being  a  baby  and  stop  whimpering  Get  m  here  and  take  this 
exam  It  turned  out  the  guy  had  a  gallstone  or  something 
[Laughter  ]  I  didn  t  see  him  for  years  after  that  He  went  to  the 
hospital  He  wasn  t  taking  any  bar  exam 

So  we  took  the  bar  exam  and  I  came  home  and  then  I  had  orders 
to  report  to  Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base  [in]  Dayton  Ohio  or 
near  Dayton  -  Fairborn  Ohio  -  in  August  August  1 8  1952  That  was 
funny  too  Officers  buy  their  own  uniforms  so  you  had  to  buy  the 
uniform  and  you  had  some  half  baked  instruction  sheet  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  uniform  trousers  the  blouse  the  jacket  the  tie  the  cap 
and  what  else1?  So  you  put  them  on  with  the  bars  —  you  have  to  get  the 
bars  the  second  lieutenant  bars  and  the  silver  -  and  you  put  them  on 
and  you  get  on  a  tram  - 1  got  on  a  train  in  Syracuse  and  took  the  train 
to  Dayton  -  dressing  yourself  and  you  report  in 

And  then  I  got  assigned  to  an  office  lookmg  at  contracts  Office 
of  Special  Investigations  It  was  a  collecting  area  In  other  words 
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people  wouldn  t  stay  there  very  long  You  d  be  transferred  to  a 
permanent  post  But  it  was  a  good  time  because  there  were  people 
from  other  colleges  who  you  either  knew  or  you  knew  friends  of 
theirs  For  example  Gene  Rossides  was  there  from  Columbia  and 
Columbia  Law  School  Gene  Rossides  was  the  toast  of  New  York 
from  1945  to  48  He  was  an  All  American  quarterback  for  Columbia 
when  Columbia  still  had  football  teams  In  fact  he  was  the 
quarterback  of  the  team  that  broke  Army  s  three  season  winning 
record  Army  hadn  t  lost  a  game  They  beat  them  19  17  And  so  he 
was  in  the  same  kind  of  unit  Office  of  Special  Investigations  and 
there  were  people  from  Dartmouth  For  example  there  were  business 
school  graduates  who  had  obtained  commissions  in  supply  They  were 
supply  lieutenants  of  some  sort  So  it  was  a  pleasant  month 

And  then  from  Harvard  Law  School  there  were  about  six  of  us 
one  from  the  prior  class  and  five  from  my  class  We  were  pals 
friends  and  somebody  found  a  house  We  didn  t  live  in  the  barracks 
on  the  base  I  don  t  think  there  was  much  space  available  And  then 
after  about  the  third  week  the  result  of  the  District  of  Columbia  bar 
exam  was  received  I  passed  the  bar  exam  and  if  you  passed  the  bar 
exam  now  you  could  apply  for  the  Judge  Advocate  General  and  I  did 
And  if  you  were  accepted  and  it  was  almost  automatic  because  they 
needed  you  then  you  were  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  So  I  applied 
and  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant 
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Then  you  were  ordered  to  the  JAG  school  which  was  at 
Maxwell  Air  Force  Base  outside  of  Montgomery  Maxwell  Air  Force 
Base  was  the  location  of  the  Air  University  All  the  specialty  schools 
for  field  grade  officers  - 1  can  t  remember  if  they  had  a  school  for 
general  officers  -  but  for  JAG  for  doctors  the  flight  surgeons  And 
then  near  it  was  Gunter  Air  Force  Base  which  had  the  nurses  school 
It  had  two  golf  courses  It  was  large 

By  that  time  I  d  bought  my  first  car  I  d  bought  my  first  car  in 
September  1952  for  $600  a  new  Plymouth  two  door  sedan  My  father 
procured  it  - 1  paid  for  it  -  from  a  friend  of  his  who  had  left  Syracuse 
to  open  a  car  dealership  m  Norwich  New  York  So  I  took  the  tram  to 
Syracuse  and  then  picked  up  this  car  in  Norwich  New  York  I  ve 
forgotten  how  I  got  to  Norwich  -  maybe  my  father  drove  me  down  - 
and  from  there  then  I  drove  to  Alabama,  and  I  was  there  September, 
October  November  to  about  the  second  week  of  December 
That  must  have  been  quite  a  trip  without  the  interstate 
Oh  yes  I  remember  coming  back  I  went  from  Maxwell  to  Wright 
Patterson  and  I  stayed  overnight  in  Kentucky  someplace  So  I  must 
have  stayed  overnight  on  the  way  down  too 
Because  Wnght  Patterson  again  is  in  Ohio 
Yes  near  Dayton  So  I  went  back  to  Wnght  Patterson  You  put 
down  for  your  assignment  They  d  allow  you  to  ask  for  an 
assignment  Well  naturally  most  people  were  asking  for  assignment 
in  Germany  or  Spam  someplace  like  that  Nobody  wanted  an 
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assignment  in  Korea  even  though  in  Korea  if  you  were  a  JAG  lawyer 
you  d  get  better  experience  because  they  had  the  big  cases  They  had 
the  rapes  they  had  the  robberies  the  murders  You  got  better  cases  as 
far  as  your  own  trial  lawyer  experience  was  concerned  but  nobody 
was  that  impressed  about  it  I  guess  and  few  people  wanted  to  be 
stationed  m  the  United  States  So  I  put  in  for  Spam  and  Germany 
Needless  to  say  I  was  assigned  to  McClellan  Air  Force  Base, 
Sacramento  I  had  no  idea  about  Sacramento  California  to  me  was 
Los  Angeles  and  I  had  stayed  that  one  night  at  the  end  of  the  summer 
of  48  in  San  Francisco  So  I  took  leave  whatever  leave  you  got  a 
week  or  ten  days  I  drove  back  to  Syracuse  and  then  came  and  drove 
to  McClellan 

That  s  basically  what  led  me  to  San  Francisco  because  at 
McClellan  we  lived  in  a  bachelor  officers  quarters  BOQ  which  had 
two  floors  but  there  were  only  about  twelve  to  fifteen  of  us  So  we 
were  close  In  fact  one  of  my  best  friends  ever  since  who  lives  in 
Sonoma  I  met  then  He  grew  up  in  San  Anselmo  Francis  Russell 
About  half  of  them  were  so  enthralled  with  the  gambling  at  Tahoe  and 
at  Reno  that  every  Saturday  -  because  we  didn  t  get  off  usually  until 
Saturday  noon  sometimes  you  got  off  Friday  at  five  -  they  d  be  on  the 
road  to  Reno  or  Tahoe  the  Cal  Neva  Lodge  and  those  places  up  there 
There  were  only  a  few  who  were  interested  in  San  Francisco  I  was 
one  And  then  there  were  a  few  who  would  just  stay  on  the  base  all 
weekend  which  I  rarely  did  and  I  didn  t  want  to  It  was  not  quite 
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depressing  but  it  wasn  t  exciting  especially  in  January  February 
March  when  it  s  raining  all  the  time 

So  Francis  Russell  took  me  to  his  house  probably  the  first 
weekend  I  was  there  and  I  saw  San  Francisco  and  I  fell  in  love  with 
San  Francisco  and  I  would  come  every  weekend  I  had  not  a  cousin - 
he  s  dead  now  -  but  I  had  a  cousin  by  marriage  and  her  nephew  was 
George  Melmck  -  who  was  in  about  his  sixth  and  last  year  at  Cal  and 
he  was  Army  ROTC  and  he  s  waiting  to  be  called  up  He  was 
assigned  to  a  military  police  unit  But  he  belonged  to  the  same 
fraternity  at  Cal  as  I  belonged  to  at  Dartmouth  They  had  a  small 
house  across  the  street  for  the  overflow  membership  There  was  a 
fellow  there  who  I  haven  t  seen  since  those  days  but  he  was  from  San 
Francisco  and  he  d  go  home  every  Friday  and  he  wouldn  t  come  back 
until  Sunday  So  I  d  come  down  and  use  his  bed  for  about  three 
months  until  one  Friday  I  came  m  and  there  was  a  note  saying 
Lieutenant  do  you  think  you  can  find  another  place  to  sleeps 
[Laughter  ] 

So  that  s  what  I  did  And  then  I  met  a  young  lady  who  grew  up 
in  and  who  came  from  Piedmont  She  was  a  Cal  graduate  I  don  t 
know  how  fast  we  go  through  this  part  of  the  story  but  we  became 
engaged  about  three  weeks  after  we  met  So  then  I  stayed  at  her  house 
in  Piedmont  every  weekend  And  that  continued  on  through  -  that  was 
about  May  -  that  continued  up  to  July  And  then  I  decided  or  I  had 
decided  I  d  take  the  California  bar  exam  because  my  thought  was  still 
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of  settling  in  California  I  thought  I  would  have  to  drive  to  San 
Francisco  three  nights  a  week  because  the  only  bar  review  course  I 
knew  of  was  Forest  Cool  which  was  famous  in  those  days  and  that 
would  be  every  Monday  Wednesday  Friday  So  you  d  have  to  leave 
Sacramento  at  4  30  [p  m  ]  whenever  we  got  off  duty  and  I  wasn  t 
looking  forward  to  it 

And  then  somebody  told  me  there  s  a  small  law  school  it  s  kind 
of  a  fly  by  night  law  school  in  Sacramento  -  it  s  called  McGeorge  - 
and  there  s  some  fellow  there  who  s  starting  a  bar  review  course  I 
called  McGeorge  Law  School  and  was  told  yes  Gordon  [D  ]  Schaber 
is  teaching  a  bar  review  course  So  I  went  to  McGeorge  Law  School 
McGeorge  Law  School  was  on  the  second  and  third  floor  of  a  building 
over  Coast  Radio  Store  across  from  that  park  in  downtown 
Sacramento 

Gordon  Schaber  was  a  hometown  boy  Actually  his  family  was 
from  South  Dakota  His  father  was  a  barber  and  his  mother  worked 
for  the  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  but  also  sold  real  estate  She  s 
still  living  I  think  They  came  from  South  Dakota  and  they  were 
friends  of  the  Lawrence  Welk  family  But  Gordon  had  suffered  polio 
and  so  he  had  a  leg  which  was  handicapped 
SENEY  And  he  limped  slightly  did  he  not9 

KOPP  Pardon  me9 

SENEY  He  limped  slightly  when  he  walked 
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KOPP  Oh  yes  He  limped  pronouncedly  He  had  a  brace  He  d  gone  to 

Sacramento  State  graduated  from  Sacramento  State  [He]  went  to 
Hastings  graduated  [from]  Hastings  in  52 
[End  of  Tape  3  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  3  Side  B] 

KOPP  [Gordon  Schaber  ran  the  bar  review  course  m]  partnership  with  Horace 

Cecchetim  who  later  became  a  county  superior  court  judge  retired  I 
think  at  least  ten  years  and  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Jim  McKinney 
Jim  McKinney  I  think  was  then  on  the  city  council  He  was  later 
elected  mayor 

Gordon  would  run  that  class  from  six  o  clock  until  about  10  30 
[p  m  ]  three  nights  a  week  with  a  full  time  practice  during  the  day 
and  about  twenty  people  in  the  class  fifteen  of  whom  had  flunked  the 
bar  exam  at  least  once  because  they  were  mostly  McGeorge 
graduates  McGeorge  was  a  night  law  school  only  There  were  only 
about  five  of  us  who  had  never  taken  the  bar  examination  What  I  owe 
to  him  is  something  because  that  bar  review  course  enabled  me  to 
pass  the  California  bar  examination  The  bar  examination  was  in 
October  1953  about  October  5th  6th  and  7th 

In  the  meantime  I  changed  my  mind  about  marriage  which  put 
me  in  a  highly  anxious  state 
SENEY  The  idea  of  marriage 

Yes  I  m  in  the  aftermath  of  trying  to  extricate  myself  or  trying  to  end 
it  on  a  calm  note  I  had  an  excruciating  time  mentally  and  that  was 
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the  only  period  of  time  I  didn  t  go  to  San  Francisco  I  stayed  on  the 
base  the  whole  weekend  You  know  how  hot  it  is  in  Sacramento 

By  that  time  they  allowed  us  to  move  out  of  the  barracks,  out  of 
the  BOQ  s  so  four  of  us  were  renting  a  house  on  Amberwood  Road 
not  far  from  the  base  But  I  would  come  over  to  the  base  every 
Saturday  and  Sunday  and  sit  at  the  swimming  pool  and  study  and  then 
swim  every  hour  and  that  s  what  I  did  all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday 
and  I  d  do  it  to  the  extent  I  could  Tuesday  and  Thursday  nights  and 
just  stayed  in  Sacramento  I  stayed  at  the  Presidio  at  the  BOQ  for 
Letterman  Army  Hospital  and  the  bar  exam  was  given  at  Hastings 
Oh  I  know  I  took  my  leave  a  week  before  the  bar  exam  and  every 
day  I  d  spend  all  day  in  the  Hastings  Law  Library  and  I  took  the  bar 
exam 

In  the  meantime  my  fiancee  had  moved  to  Manhattan  I  flew  to 
New  York  and  we  had  a  disengagement  I  then  came  back  and  I 
started  to  go  to  San  Francisco  again 

Judge  let  me  stop  you  for  a  minute  Gordon  Schaber  of  course 
became  a  very  influential,  very  important  person  Did  you  continue 
your  relationship 7 
Yes 

This  might  be  a  good  place  to  talk  a  little  bit  about  him  because  he  s  a 
very  important  individual 

He  is  important  Gordon  Schaber  is  important  He  just  gave  up  on 
living  after  he  had  that  stroke  That  s  what  happened  I  didn  t  see  him 
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in  the  hospital  before  he  passed  away  But  Gordon  Schaber  s  career 
went  something  like  this  Almost  immediately  not  only  did  he  start 
the  bar  review  course  but  he  started  teaching  at  McGeorge  And  the 
dean  of  McGeorge  was  Dean  Harold  Swann  The  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  was  Tom  McBnde  who  was  a  United  States  district 
judge  I  think  even  then  I  think  Sacramento  had  only  one  U  S  district 
judge  Then  Gordon  was  elected  to  the  Democratic  County  Central 
Committee  and  then  Gordon  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
County  Central  Committee  By  this  time  it  was  probably  1957  or 
1958  He  was  instrumental  in  the  campaign  for  the  whole  Democratic 
ticket  in  1958 

Then  he  became  more  active  at  McGeorge  which  he  loved  He 
probably  taught  more  than  one  course  He  and  Tom  McBnde  were 
very  close  In  that  penod  Dean  Swann  retired  Gordon  became  the 
dean  And  Gordon  became  a  member  of  the  City  of  Sacramento 
Planning  Commission  He  became  chairman  of  it  And  the  Planning 
department  had  a  round  bnck  building  out  on  whatever  street 
McGeorge  is  on  and  he  acquired  that  building  for  McGeorge 

SENEY  The  Planning  department  had  been  there  before*? 

KOPP  Yes  It  had  fallen  into  desuetude  for  some  reason  It  s  hard  to 

understand  because  Sacramento  was  developing  and  growing  Maybe 
it  was  too  remote  from  the  center  of  city  government  But  anyway  he 
acquired  it  for  McGeorge  which  enabled  McGeorge  to  leave  its  digs 
on  the  second  and  third  floors  over  Coast  Radio  Store  Then  I  guess 
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McGeorge  began  acquiring  other  property  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
McGeorge  is  today  what  it  is  primarily  because  of  Gordon  Schaber 
There  can  be  no  dispute  about  that  He  is  synonymous  with 
McGeorge  s  development  into  one  of  the  fine  law  schools  He  decided 
that  his  graduates  McGeorge  graduates  would  do  as  well  on  the 
California  bar  examination  as  Boalt  Law  School  [of  the  University  of 
California  Berkeley]  and  Stanford  Law  School  graduates  let  alone 
USF  and  UCLA  and  Loyola  and  any  other  law  school  in  the  state  Part 
of  the  curriculum  was  preparing  them  for  the  bar  examination  and 
over  the  years  and  into  the  60s  and  70s  their  pass  rate  was  up  in  the 
seventy  and  eighty  percents 

Then  in  about  1963  or  4  or  62  or  3  or  4  [Governor  Edmund  G  ] 
Pat  Brown  appointed  him  to  the  superior  court  I  have  a  friend  Dick 
Zahm  who  then  worked  for  Mobil  Oil  and  he  commandeered  the 
Mobil  airplane  in  Los  Angeles  and  came  up  to  San  Francisco  and 
picked  my  ex  wife  and  me  up  I  got  married  in  62  [so]  it  must  have 
been  63  or  64  we  flew  up  for  Gordon  s  installation  And  then  he 
served  on  the  superior  court  for  a  couple  of  years 

About  that  time  the  law  school  had  increased  m  size  and  student 
body  enrollment  By  that  time  a  day  school  was  started  It  was 
certified  by  the  Amencan  Bar  Association  It  was  accredited  in  other 
words  And  it  was  about  that  time  that  I  think  the  university  -  then  the 
College  of  Pacific  or  University  of  Pacific  -  decided  to  buy  it  It  did 
sell  and  Gordon  was  presented  with  the  alternative  of  either  becoming 
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the  dean  full  time  or  giving  way  to  a  new  dean  He  decided  he  d  rather 
be  a  dean  than  be  a  superior  court  judge  even  though  he  was  only  in 
his  30  s  And  so  he  resigned  from  the  superior  court  became  the  full 
time  dean  and  he  continued  to  build  the  school 
It  s  a  primary  source  of  attorneys  for  the  state  government  at  upper 
levels  isn  t  it  at  this  point9  Do  you  think9 
I  think  so  And  that  includes  the  Legislature 
And  legislative  staff 

Yes  legislative  staff  And  of  course  he  had  a  faculty  which  included 
adjunct  professors  such  as  [U  S  Supreme  Court  Associate]  Justice 
Anthony  [M  ]  Kennedy 

Who  still  goes  back  and  teaches  short  courses  apparently  from  time 
to  time 

I  m  not  surprised  I  met  him  primarily  through  Gordon  I  think  I  met 
him  through  Gordon  I  met  him  when  he  was  on  the  court  of  appeals 
the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals 
Did  you  know  Justice  Kennedy  very  well9 
I  don  t  know  him  well  I  m  sure  if  I  took  time  to  visit  the  Supreme 
Court  that  he  d  welcome  me  well  enough  He  came  to  the  Senate 
about  two  days  before  he  left  Sacramento  for  the  court  and  he 
addressed  the  Senate  He  had  been  a  page  boy  m  his  childhood  days  at 
a  time  m  which  the  Senate  had  page  boys  You  can  see  the  pictures  of 
the  Senate  presiding  officer  s  desk  and  podium  at  that  time  and  you  11 
see  about  eight  page  boys  four  on  each  side  in  knickers  and  long 
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pants  He  spoke  to  the  State  Senate  that  day  in  whatever  year  is  was  - 
1989  or  1990  -  and  he  recounted  the  fact  that  he  d  been  a  page  boy 
and  he  recited  the  roll  call  verbatim  from  the  time  he  d  been  a  page 
boy  starting  with  whoever  was  there  with  the  last  name  beginning 
with  an  A 

That  must  have  been  interesting  huh? 

Geez,  what  a  memory 

So  anyway  that  fall  passed  pretty  good  and  in  December  New 
Year  s  Eve  time  in  the  meantime  I  was  keeping  company  with  a 
young  lady  I  d  met  The  Mark  Hopkins  during  the  Korean  War  had 
an  officer  s  club  the  Nob  Hill  Officers  Club  which  were  dances  for 
single  women  and  officers  So  I  met  a  lady  there  from  Oregon  as  a 
matter  of  fact 

Now  this  would  have  been  in  December  53  or  4? 

Fifty  three  Whatever  it  was  after  Christmas  or  -  yes  it  was  that 
weekend  New  Year  s  weekend  - 1  remember  it  vividly  -  a  childhood 
friend  from  Syracuse  was  in  the  Marine  Corps  His  name  is  Jack 
Gardner  He  was  a  second  lieutenant  and  he  was  stationed  at 
Oceanside  at  Camp  Pendleton  So  he  came  up  and  we  got  him  a  date 
and  we  went  out  New  Year  s  Eve  and  this  and  that  The  East  West 
football  game  the  Shnne  Game  used  to  be  played  right  on  January  1st 
at  Kezar  Stadium  We  got  tickets  to  that  We  went  to  the  game  That 
was  a  thrill  for  me  to  see  the  East  West  game  First  one  I  had  ever 
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We  came  out  of  Kezar  Stadium  and  in  those  days  San  Francisco 
had  four  newspapers  the  Chronicle  and  Examiner  in  the  morning  but 
it  had  the  News  and  the  Call  [Bulletin]  in  the  afternoon  and  passing 
the  bar  examination  was  a  news  story  On  the  front  page  of  the  Call 
Bulletin  was  the  bar  result  with  everybody  s  name  So  we  put  the  com 
in  the  machine  or  maybe  I  bought  it  from  the  news  vendor  selling 
papers  as  the  crowd  emerged  You  look  at  it  with  trepidation  and  open 
the  inside  page  to  see  what  the  results  are  for  the  K  s  and  there  was 
my  name  And  so  I  passed  the  California  bar  exam  That  is  vivid 
because  that  was  a  tough  bar  examination  and  I  thought  I  had 
mishandled  a  couple  of  questions  Oh  did  I  think  I  had  So  that  was  a 
happy  day  January  1  1954 

Then  I  was  sworn  in  I  think  January  19th  California  Supreme 
Court  and  then  the  U  S  District  Court  U  S  Court  of  Appeals  and 
then  toward  the  end  of  that  month  I  was  transferred  to  Tinker  Air 
Force  Base  in  Oklahoma 

In  the  meantime  this  group  we  had  in  the  house  was  also 
breaking  up  because  Francis  Russell  was  transferred  to  Hawaii  Jim 
Schmidt  who  grew  up  in  San  Jose  United  States  Military  Academy 
Class  of  1 949  was  transferred  to  Germany  His  was  a  funny  story  If 
you  went  to  Annapolis  or  West  Point  you  had  an  obligation  to  serve 
He  was  part  of  a  cadre  around  the  world  of  guys  trying  to  get  out  of  the 
service  The  congressman  from  San  Jose  was  [Congressman  Charles 
S  ]  Charlie  Gubser  and  Jim  Schmidt  sent  letters  to  Congressman 
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Gubser  trying  to  get  him  out  and  I  used  to  just  be  amazed’  I  said  I 
don  t  understand  it  You  West  Point  guys  you  ve  got  this  education 
you  wanted  to  be  in  the  Army  Now  you  want  to  leave’  They  wanted 
to  leave 

Of  course  by  that  time  P  anmunjom  had  occurred  In  June  of 
1953  the  war  was  over  in  Korea  There  was  no  sense  to  stay  in  the 
service  so  he  was  fighting  to  be  discharged  And  then  all  of  a  sudden 
he  gets  an  order  transferring  him  to  Germany  Whoops’  Maybe  this 
isn  t  so  bad  after  all  So  he  went  to  Germany 

I  can  t  remember  -  Joe  Daly  who  s  dying  of  cancer  in  San 
Pedro  came  from  Philadelphia  and  Villanova  College  He  d  flown  as 
a  navigator  in  Korea  in  5 1  He  was  transferred  someplace  Jim 
Morgan  was  transferred  to  Delaware  to  Dover  Air  Force  Base  He  was 
a  VMI  graduate  who  I  just  saw  in  June  200 1  We  had  a  small  reunion 
at  Travis  Air  Force  Base  at  the  Officer  s  Club 

So  I  went  to  Oklahoma  and  I  didn  t  look  forward  to  it  at  all 
Oklahoma  was  foreboding  and  forbidding  But  I  got  there  and  I  had 
whatever  it  was  eight  months  in  Oklahoma  until  I  was  discharged  on 
August  18  1954  I  had  a  good  time  [I]  met  wonderful  people 
Wonderful  people  That  whole  gang  around  Tinker  Air  Force  Base  of 
officers  consisted  mostly  of  1952  college  graduates  who  had  been 
ROTC  and  they  came  from  Kansas  State  they  came  from  Duquesne, 
Notre  Dame  and  Oklahoma  A&M  My  best  friend  there  was  from 
Oklahoma  A&M  [He]  lived  in  Stillwater  Bob  Thuesen  His 
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younger  brother  Jerry  [Thuesen]  was  then  fifteen  in  high  school 
Jerry  and  I  are  close  friends  He  s  retired  from  a  professorship  of 
industrial  engineering  at  Georgia  Tech  [He]  lives  in  Atlanta  I  see 
him  about  once  a  year 

But  it  was  good  I  had  an  outstanding  commanding  officer  I 
was  trying  felony  cases  as  the  prosecutor  Here  s  where  memory  fails 
me  My  roommate  -  it  11  come  to  me  in  due  course  -  was  from 
Georgetown  Irish  Catholic  You  were  always  in  those  days 
searching  for  a  way  to  live  off  the  base  and  it  would  depend  on 
general  orders  And  I  guess  that  would  depend  on  space  Apparently 
the  BOQ  s  were  filled  up  enough  so  we  got  the  order  we  could  live  off 
base  And  there  was  something  called  B  AQ  -  it  was  an  allowance  for 
quarters  Bachelor  Allowance  for  Quarters  or  something  -  so  you 
could  rent  a  place  Jim  and  I  rented  a  house  two  bedrooms  [that]  we 
shared  I  was  the  prosecutor  on  the  felony  cases  the  general  courts 
martial  and  he  was  the  defense  lawyer  And  then  on  the  special  courts 
martial  the  misdemeanors  he  was  the  prosecutor  I  was  the  defense 
counsel  And  I  beat  him  once  I  beat  him  once  Because  in  the 
military  justice  system  you  rarely  prosecute  a  case  unless  you  re  99 
percent  sure  of  a  conviction  and  the  acquittals  are  extraordinary  It  s 
unusual  I  was  on  a  case  once  which  I  tried  hung  over  I  was 
punishing  myself  in  those  days  But  I  loved  it  I  loved  Oklahoma 

Bob  Thuesen  s  parents  lived  in  Stillwater  He  grew  up  there  I  d 
go  to  Stillwater  especially  during  the  summer  when  it  was  as  hot  there 
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as  it  was  in  Sacramento  The  town  had  a  pool  The  Plunge  which  is 
gone  I  went  back  to  Stillwater  about  1 98 1  and  The  Plunge  was  gone 
But  I  d  spend  every  weekend  up  there  [I  d]  drive  up  there  either 
Friday  night  or  Saturday  I  guess  at  Tinker  we  were  through  Friday 
afternoon  By  that  time  you  didn  t  have  Saturday  mornings 

So  that  was  a  good  eight  months  or  so  and  I  did  well  there  I 
got  a  commendation  when  I  left  My  CO  -  Fred  S  Higgens  from 
Montana  -  he  loved  me  I  loved  him  The  brass  on  the  base  liked  me 
so  I  came  away  with  a  good  feeling 

[I]  took  my  car  my  two  door  Plymouth  and  drove  back  to 
Syracuse  thinking  that  I  would  try  to  locate  and  start  practicing  in 
Upstate  New  York 
You  d  given  up  on  San  Francisco1? 

Yes  I  was  still  interested  but  if  someone  had  offered  me  a  position  m 
a  law  firm  in  upstate  New  York  paying  me  at  least  $60  to  $65  a  week 
I  would  have  done  that  So  I  came  home  to  Syracuse  I  took  a  week 
or  so  off  and  went  with  my  best  friend  from  high  school  to  Cape  Cod 
We  ran  mto  a  hurricane  and  came  home  a  little  early  [I]  started 
searching  and  interviewing  in  Syracuse 

I  wasn  t  admitted  to  practice  m  New  York  State  but  I  didn  t 
have  to  undergo  a  bar  examination  because  New  York  State  had  the 
same  kind  of  law  that  California  had  and  I  knew  about  it  that  declared 
that  if  you  graduated  law  school  and  went  mto  the  military  before  the 
second  bar  examination  after  your  graduation  was  given  you  could  be 
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admitted  without  the  bar  examination  motion  And  the  New  York 
State  bar  examination  was  given  m  July  of  1952  It  was  after  the 
District  of  Columbia  bar  examination  But  the  next  one  wasn  t  given 
until  October  probably  and  I  said  the  heck  with  it  I  ve  taken  one  bar 
examination  I  m  going  into  the  Air  Force  1 11  think  about  that  later 
also  knowing  that  there  was  a  possibility  I  could  avoid  the  bar 
examination  which  people  earnestly  wanted  to  do 

SENEY  I  m  sure 

KOPP  So  now  I  m  back  in  New  York  State  and  it  took  me  an  exceptionally 

long  time  with  the  paperwork  to  get  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  I 
didn  t  get  admitted  until  May  of  1955  But  m  the  meantime  I  went  to 
Albany  I  went  to  Rochester  I  went  to  Buffalo  Of  course 
Binghamton  I  knew  it  was  a  second  hometown  to  me  There  weren  t 
any  jobs  It  was  a  no  man  s  land  in  the  first  place  and  it  s  probably 
economically  depressed  even  as  much  or  more  now  It  wasn  t  so 
much  it  was  economically  depressed  There  were  just  too  many 
lawyers  per  opportunity 

Rollie  Marvin  I  mentioned  a  little  while  ago  was  the  four  term 
mayor  of  Syracuse  the  Republican  boss  and  he  had  a  law  office  with 
an  older  fellow  who  was  an  associate  But  he  was  basically  a  personal 
injury  plaintiffs  lawyer  and  he  had  a  runner  He  had  several  runners 
[Laughter  ]  And  so  I  went  down  for  an  interview  and  one  of  his 
runners  was  a  guy  by  the  name  of  Spot  Cady  -  Alfred  Spot  Cady 
Alfred  Spot  Cady  was  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  winner  in 


81 


World  War  I  He  was  six  four  six  five  He  d  been  a  policeman  m 
New  York  City  in  the  20s  [He]  didn  t  like  it  or  something  and  came 
home  to  Syracuse  and  opened  a  saloon  called  Spot  Cady  s  I  think  It 
was  over  on  the  west  side  of  town  which  was  a  predominantly  Irish 
part  of  Syracuse  But  he  and  my  father  were  like  that  [gestures] 
because  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  And  Spot  Cady  was  one  of 
Rollie  Marvin  s  runners  Everybody  coming  m  and  out  of  the  bar 
sending  a  case  down  You  d  get  the  kickback  of  a  part  of  Rollie  s  fee 
[Laughter  ]  And  that  was  an  accepted  culture  in  Syracuse  and  it  was 
m  San  Francisco  at  that  period  of  time  too 

So  I  went  down  to  interview  [with]  Rollie  Marvin  and  on  the 
spot  after  we  talked  he  says  Well  why  don  t  you  come  in  and  start 
next  Monday  He  says  1 11  give  you  $10  a  week  That  11  cover  your 
car  fare  meaning  the  trolley  car  and  he  says  You  11  get  a  third  of 
the  fee  of  any  case  you  bring  m  So  I  said  Mr  Marvin  let  me  think 
about  it  and  call  you  back 

So  I  got  home  and  what  did  I  do?  Maybe  I  went  out  By  that 
time  my  father  s  drugstore  was  m  Solvay  which  was  about  six  miles 
west  of  our  house  I  either  went  out  to  the  store  or  called  my  father  or 
maybe  it  was  that  night  and  I  said  Geez  $10  a  week  I  said  I  m 
making  $320  a  month  as  a  first  lieutenant  I  m  not  going  to  work  for 
$  1 0  a  week  My  father  said  Then  you  re  not  going  to  work  around 
Upstate  New  York  You  d  better  go  to  California  Because  he  really 
encouraged  me  to  go  to  California 
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Then  I  had  another  idea  or  I  had  it  I  guess  all  the  time  and  that 
was  to  go  up  to  Massena  or  one  of  those  towns  along  the  St  Lawrence 
River  because  the  St  Lawrence  Seaway  Project  was  underway  and 
the  St  Lawrence  Seaway  Project  was  a  major  project  for  that  time  the 
fall  of  1 954  So  I  took  my  car  and  I  drive  up  to  northern  New  Y ork  - 
Potsdam  -  and  these  towns  don  t  mean  anything  to  anybody  here  but 
Potsdam  and  where  else  did  I  go?  I  can  t  remember  if  I  went  to 
Tupper  Lake  But  I  went  to  Massena  because  Massena  was  where  a 
big  dam  would  be  and  Massena  s  right  across  the  St  Lawrence  River 
from  Cornwall  Ontario  I  think  it  s  Cornwall  Or  maybe 
Ogdensburg  s  across  from  Cornwall  And  Massena  had  9  000  people 
one  bank  no  hotels  and  I  looked  up  in  the  Martindale  Hnbbell  the 
law  directory  the  lawyers  there  I  think  there  were  two  lawyers  there 
There  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Powers  an  Irishman  or  Whalen  I 
think  maybe  his  name  was  Whalen  white  haired  and  he  represented  a 
bank  There  was  another  lawyer  who  was  a  little  bit  younger  and  so  I 
called  up  and  went  over  to  see  him 

In  the  middle  of  the  day  - 1  probably  stopped  for  a  sandwich  - 1 
run  into  somebody  and  I  started  talking  and  he  s  a  doctor  about  my 
age  maybe  a  couple  of  years  older 
I  said  Where  are  you  from? 

And  he  says  Fresno  California 
I  said  No  kidding  I  said  What  are  you  doing  here? 
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He  said  Well  I  m  going  to  set  up  a  practice  here  with  all  these 
construction  workers  coming  in  1 11  do  medical  examinations  $5  an 
examination 

So  now  I  think  I  m  on  the  right  track  Here  s  a  guy  coming  from 
California1 

So  anyway  neither  Whalen  nor  the  other  guy  offer  me  a  job  I 
remember  there  was  a  Jewish  gentleman  I  run  into  a  fellow  from 
Lincoln  Park  Dnve  -  Jerry  McCarthy  Remember  the  McCarthy 
family9  I  run  into  Jerry  McCarthy  who  was  selling  some  product  He 
says  There  s  a  Jewish  guy  here  who  s  got  an  oil  company  an  oil 
distributing  company  so  I  go  over  to  see  him 

What  do  you  think?  Is  this  a  good  place  to  set  up9 
Oh  yes 

Well  can  you  help  me9 
Well  there  are  only  two  lawyers  m  town 
I  said  I  know  I  ve  interviewed  with  both  of  them 
Anyway  the  town  was  so  booming  Jerry  McCarthy  and  I 
couldn  t  find  a  place  to  stay  There  was  going  to  be  a  hotel  The 
Schine  a  family  well  known  Well  G  David  Schine  was  part  of  Roy 
Cohn  s  wrecking  crew  with  [U  S  ]  Senator  Joe  McCarthy  and  they 
were  building  a  hotel  and  there  was  a  sign  saying  On  this  lot  will  be 
a  hotel  Massena  was  going  to  be  a  boomtown'  And  so  we  couldn  t 
find  a  place  to  stay  We  drove  all  the  way  back  to  Potsdam  which  was 
about  twenty  miles  away  and  there  was  a  Dartmouth  graduate  there  - 
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Sisson  It  s  a  big  family  in  Potsdam  There  used  to  be  a  lot  of  timber 
in  northern  New  York  outside  the  Adirondack  Reserve  That  s  an  old 
family  and  I  called  them  up  and  he  said  Of  course  come  over 
Dartmouth  man  and  we  talked  about  what  the  future  might  be 
Anyway  then  I  stopped  m  Ogdensburg  - 1  think  I  interviewed 
with  some  lawyer  there  -  and  then  I  drove  home  Nothing  there  I 
went  to  Buffalo  I  mentioned  Buffalo  A  classmate  of  mine  Don 
Fisher  was  m  a  three  lawyer  office  with  a  guy  If  that  guy  had  offered 
me  a  job  -  and  Don  Fisher  said  I  m  making  sixty  sixty  five  dollars  a 
week  - 1  would  have  gone  to  Buffalo 

I  had  another  classmate  Tom  Hannifin  [from]  Binghamton 
whose  uncle  went  to  Binghamton  Central  High  School  with  my 
mother  He  had  settled  m  with  a  good  small  firm  which  represented 
the  chemical  companies  up  in  Niagara  Falls  They  had  an  office  in 
Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  He  went  there  he  stayed  there  and  he  s 
still  there  to  this  day  So  I  stayed  with  him  There  were  about  three  or 
four  bachelors  living  together 

I  went  to  Buffalo  twice  I  went  to  Rochester  twice  If  I  d  gotten 
an  offer  from  a  firm  there  I  would  have  wound  up  in  Rochester 
Finally  somebody  said  Why  don  t  you  go  to  New  York 
[City]7  I  said  I  don  t  want  to  live  in  New  York  City  It  s  too  big 
I  m  a  Syracuse  boy  But  my  sister  was  living  in  Manhattan  She  was 
a  single  girl  out  of  Smith  College  writing  copy  in  advertising  So  I 
said  Okay  I  went  down  to  New  York 
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My  best  friend  from  high  school  -  Hank  Tiffany  Colgate 
University  and  Harvard  Business  School  -  was  there  living  in  some 
fancy  East  End  Avenue  apartment  with  about  eight  guys  on  a  sublease 
Arthur  Godfrey  living  on  the  next  floor  stayed  there  Harvard  Law 
School  had  a  placement  operation  When  you  look  at  the  sophisticated 
operation  today  the  operation  consisted  of  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of 
Lou  Toepfer  Lou  Toepfer  was  a  lawyer  in  a  downtown  Wall  Street 
firm  -  not  a  big  firm  either  -  and  he  had  a  three  by  five  card  box — 
[End  of  Tape  3  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  4  Side  A] 

SENEY  I  m  sorry  Judge  Go  ahead 
KOPP  Now  I  ve  lost  my  place 

SENEY  Well  you  were  talking  about  eventually  ending  up  out  here  m 
California  to  practice  law 

KOPP  No  I  was  talking  about  going  to  New  York 

SENEY  Yes  I  m  sorry  Right 

KOPP  I  was  talking  about  Louie  Toepfer  I  went  over  to  see  Louie  Toepfer 

and  you  d  have  to  do  it  after  5  30  [p  m  ]  because  he  d  be  busy  during 
the  day  practicing  So  I  went  over  at  5  30  [He]  pulls  out  the  box  with 
the  three  by  five  cards  and  he  looks  through  it  and  he  says  Well 
[such  and  such]  I  didn  t  want  any  big  firm  I  was  a  small  town  boy 
the  small  office  Then  he  mentioned  the  Waterfront  Commission  of 
New  York  Harbor  I  looked  puzzled  and  I  said  What  is  it?  He 
said  It  s  an  entity  set  up  by  New  York  and  New  Jersey  dealing  with 


86 


racketeering  on  the  New  York  waterfront  Well  that  immediately 
rang  a  bell  because  that  was  the  year  that  the  movie  came  out  based  on 
Budd  Schulberg  s  book  On  the  Waterfront  3  In  1954  everybody 
remembered  Father  Comgan  the  good  priest  and  Marlon  Brando  and 
I  could  have  been  a  contender  and  Lee  J  Cobb 

So  I  said  Well  I  don  t  really  want  to  work  for  the  government 
And  he  said  Well  it  s  not  the  typical  government  office  He 
said  The  executive  director  and  general  counsel  is  Sam  Lane 
Harvard  Law  School  whatever  year  And  he  said  He  is  the  partner 
in  a  Wall  Street  firm  Casey  Lane  &  Mittendorf  was  the  name  of  the 
firm  And  he  s  taking  a  leave  of  absence  at  the  request  of  Governor 
[Thomas  E  ]  Dewey  Dewey  was  still  governor  of  New  York  In 
fact  that  election  I  don  t  think  had  taken  place  yet  It  was  in 
November  1954  when  Irving — 

SENEY  [Governor  W  Awerell]  Hamman 

KOPP  Yes  when  [W  ]  Averell  Hamman  was  the  Democratic  candidate  and 

a  wonderful  man  from  Norwich  New  York  Irving  Ives  was  the 
Republican  candidate  He  was  a  U  S  senator 

So  Governor  Dewey  asked  him  to  do  this  and  he  s  taken  a  leave 
of  absence  from  his  firm  to  do  it  And  he  said,  The  lawyers  are  just 
young  fellows  either  out  of  law  school  or  out  of  the  Army  So  I  said 
All  right  1 11  do  it  It  was  at  15  Park  Row  which  is  off  of  Wall 
Street  probably  about  100  Wall  Street  and  across  from  New  York 
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City  Hall  It  s  across  a  park  from  it  So  I  went  over  and  interviewed 
with  Sam  Lane  for  about  twenty  minutes  I  told  him  I  said  Well  my 
situation  is  this  I  said  Just  personally  from  a  pride  standpoint  I 
was  earning  $320  a  month  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Force  and  the 
reason  Imin  New  York  basically  is  because  I  don  t  feel  I  should  put 
myself  in  a  position  of  earning  less  So  he  said  Oh  well  here  we 
pay  whatever  they  paid  $375  a  month 

Now  I  can  t  remember  if  he  offered  me  a  job  on  the  spot  I 
don  t  think  he  did  Or  maybe  he  did  after  twenty  minutes  I  think  he 
offered  me  a  job  And  I  said  Well  let  me  think  about  it  I  had 
nothing  else  going  in  New  York  City  Wall  Street  My  marks  in  those 
days  you  could  not  crack  a  Wall  Street  firm  unless  you  were  in  the  top 
ten  to  fifteen  percent  of  your  class  Law  Review  and  where  the  next 
group  was  the  board  student  advisors  who  had  trained  m  the  moot 
court  competition  or  the  next  group  legal  aid  society  ran  the  Legal 
Aid  Clinic  program  such  as  it  existed  So  I  didn  t  have  anything  I 
may  have  interviewed  one  or  two  other  firms  or  lawyers  something 
like  that  and  I  drove  home  And  if  he  didn  t  offer  it  to  me  then  the 
day  after  I  got  home  he  called  and  offered  it  I  kind  of  think  that  s  the 
way  it  went  I  said  Yes  on  the  spot  I  turned  around  and  went 
down  to  New  York  [City]  to  be  on  the  Waterfront  Commission  and  it 
was  a  great  year  It  was  a  great  great  year 

The  Port  of  New  York  was  different  then  than  it  is  today  It  was 
bustling  There  were  three  branches  set  up  within  the  office  There 


may  have  been  about  twenty  lawyers  and  we  had  investigators  ex 
FBI  retired  New  York  City  cops  They  had  an  investigator  who  was  a 
guy  by  the  name  of  Joe  Kaitz  who  was  a  hardbitten  ex  New  York 
detective  and  Jewish  Today  they  use  the  term  street  smart  We 
didn  t  know  that  term,  but  you  knew  guys  who  d  fit  the  term  today 
There  was  an  investigator  - 1  wish  I  could  remember  his  last  name  A 
friend  of  mine  a  colleague  there  will  remember  His  first  name  was 
Mike  He  was  about  that  high  [gestures]  and  he  was  fearless 
Fearless  He  would  tell  stones  of  being  confronted  and  confronting 
the  hoods  and  putting  a  gun  right  at  their  mouth  He  was  something 
But  they  divided  it  into  the  Brooklyn  piers  and  then  there  was  a 
separate  section  the  Jersey  Staten  Island  piers  Those  went  to 
together  Jersey  was  Hoboken  Elizabeth  and  Bayonne  And  there 
were  a  couple  of  piers  or  whatever  number  there  were  on  Staten 
Island  And  then  Manhattan  I  think  maybe  we  had  four  sections 
because  Manhattan  was  divided  into  the  North  River  which  is  the 
Hudson  -  this  is  New  York  City  slang  or  jargon  now  -  and  the  East 
River  and  the  East  River  had  the  Fulton  Fish  Market  -  a  lot  of  piers 
dealing  with  that  -  and  the  Fulton  Fish  Market  was  a  crooked  place 
I  was  assigned  to  the  North  River  piers  and  the  North  River  piers 
were  what  you  d  call  today  heavy  duty  The  North  River  piers  - 
Piers  80,  82  all  the  way  up  to  92  or  94,  somewhere  m  there  -  were  the 
passenger  ships  the  luxury  liners  And  there  the  typical  scam  was 
you  d  get  off  you  d  have  to  pay  off  to  get  your  luggage  to  get  some 


89 


longshoreman  Of  course  this  was  the  ILA  International 
Longshoremen  s  Association  which  was  corrupt  from  top  to  bottom 
unlike  the  West  Coast  counterpart  the  International  Longshore  & 
Warehouse  Union  which  at  one  time  before  Harry  Bridges  in  34 
had  the  same  syndromes  where  you  couldn  t  be  hired  unless  you 
kicked  back  money  out  of  your  pay  to  the  hiring  boss 

So  I  was  assigned  to  that  And  at  the  head  of  each  of  those 
sections  -  each  section  might  have  anywhere  from  three  to  five 
lawyers  and  those  lawyers  would  be  -  when  I  started  what  was  P  I 
was  twenty  six  Just  turned  twenty  six  So  twenty  five  turning 
twenty  six  They  d  be  twenty  five  twenty  six  There  were  one  or  two 
just  out  of  law  school  but  most  of  us  in  that  age  group  had  just  come 
out  of  the  Army  or  Air  Force  At  the  apex  of  each  section  would  be  a 
former  Manhattan  district  attorney  and  the  DA  who  had  succeeded 
Dewey  as  DA  -  don  t  forget  Dewey  was  DA  of  New  York  before  he 
ran  and  was  elected  governor  -  was  Frank  [S  ]  Hogan  and  Frank 
Hogan  was  as  renowned  as  Thomas  E  Dewey  was 

So  for  example  the  head  of  my  section  was  Burt  Sarafan  There 
was  another  section  headed  by  Bill  Cingnano  That  was  Jersey  and 
Staten  Island  All  ex  DA  s  of  Hogan  There  was  a  third  section  that 
didn  t  deal  as  such  with  longshoremen  and  clerks  or  checkers  but  dealt 
with  the  stevedore  companies  run  by  Irving  Slomm  ex  DA  and  he 
was  really  the  top  lawyer  in  the  office  And  then  there  was  a  fourth 
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section  run  by  - 1  ve  forgotten  -  his  first  name  was  Jerry  a  little 
Irishman  out  of  Holy  Cross  Geez  they  were  good 

It  was  such  a  good  year  We  worked  hard  we  worked  late  and 
you  worked  into  the  night  Well  that  s  New  York  You  wouldn  t  get 
in  until  9  30  [a  m  ]  or  10  [a  m  ]  unless  you  had  some  hearing  It  s  not 
court  work  It  s  an  administrative  licensing  agency  so  you  d  be  taking 
depositions  You  d  flag  anybody  with  an  application  Everybody  had 
to  have  a  license  whether  you  were  a  clerk  whether  you  were  a 
checker  checking  cargo  whether  you  were  a  longshoreman  or 
whether  you  were  a  stevedore  company  Everyone  had  a  licensing 
category  We  had  life  power  in  the  sense  that  we  could  yank  a  license 
and  you  couldn  t  work  on  the  waterfront 

It  was  a  good  expen ence  You  d  be  interviewing  people  under 
oath  You  had  the  power  to  administer  an  oath  You  d  have  a  court 
reporter  there  to  take  statements  And  sometimes  they  would  scream 
at  you  I  didn  t  know  what  to  do  I  remember  the  first  time  I  was 
interviewing  some  hood  minor  league  hood  and  he  started  screaming 
You  re  [blanking]  this  and  [this  and  this]  and  I  ve  got  a  woman 
deposition  reporter  there  We  never  heard  that  kind  of  language  in  the 
military  justice  system  You  wouldn  t  do  it  [Laughter  ]  And  I  said 
Wait  just  a  moment  We  11  take  a  recess  I  run  into  Burt  Sarafan  s 
office  and  I  said,  Burt  here  s  what  s  happening  What  do  I  do7 
And  he  said  Just  let  him  keep  doing  that 
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And  I  said  But  but  I  ve  got  [so  and  so]  and  she  s  there  and  the 
court  reporter  is  listening 

And  he  says  She  s  heard  it  before  Just  let  him  keep  doing  it  so 
he  can  dig  himself  a  bigger  and  bigger  hole  Sensible  A  memorable 
piece  of  advice  so  I  did  I  did 

But  it  was  good  fun  and  we  were  all  so  close  the  lawyers  It 
was  a  good  organization  Nobody  trying  to  one  up  anybody  else 
Everybody  had  foibles 

My  sister  was  in  New  Y ork  She  had  a  roommate  The  only  two 
people  I  ve  ever  introduced  to  each  other  who  got  mamed  and  one  of 
my  close  friends  at  the  Waterfront  Commission  was  Charlie  Miller 
and  I  introduced  him  to  my  sister  s  roommate  Mary  Freed  and 
they  ve  been  mamed  since  1956  and  live  in  White  Plains  New  York 
He  went  on  to  the  U  S  Attorney  s  Office  and  then  became  a  partner  in 
a  Wall  Street  firm  now  kind  of  semi  retired 

Now  what  s  happening  during  the  year  professionally  besides  all 
the  good  times7  We  had  the  good  parties  The  summer  of  55 
weekends  in  the  Hamptons  Fire  Island  My  Aunt  Edythe  had  a  mental 
breakdown  and  my  mother  took  her  to  a  kind  of  recuperation  hotel  a 
place  called  Belle  Harbor  which  is  near  the  Rock  a  ways  eastern 
Queens  out  toward  Suffolk  County  or  Nassau  County  whichever  it 
is  there  on  the  beach  on  the  south  shore  of  Long  Island  By  that  time 
I  had  a  car  in  New  York  which  is  another  good  story  so  my  sister 
would  take  a  subway  downtown  -  she  worked  in  mid  town  -  and  we  d 
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go  out  and  take  a  swim  and  have  a  nice  shore  dinner  at  this  kind  of 
convalescent  hotel  with  my  mother  and  aunt  And  my  father  took  care 
of  himself  whatever  he  was  doing  Playing  cards  probably  until  five 
in  the  morning 

I  haven  t  told  you  half  the  stones  about  my  father  He  was 
something  I  ve  got  to  tell  a  couple  good  ones  before  I  leave  this  part 

But  anyway  in  January  of  1955  I  get  a  call  from  Mr  Whalen  up 
in  Massena  He  s  coming  to  New  York  City  and  he  d  like  to  get 
together  with  me  for  dinner  Swell  So  we  meet  He  had  another 
man  with  him  It  must  have  been  a  friend  of  his  living  in  New  York 
City  So  we  sat  down  and  basically  he  s  now  offenng  me  a  job  in 
Massena  in  his  office  but  I  was  no  longer  interested  in  Massena 
SENEY  Really 

KOPP  And  of  course  to  put  the  end  to  it  to  put  the  three  oh  on  it  Massena 

boom  like  that  evidently  and  then  just  settled  down  I  haven  t  been 
there  since  but  I  think  it  s  the  same  as  it  was  in  1954  before  the 
construction  project  began  Ohgeez  to  live  in  Massena  New  York 
[Laughter  ]  I  guess  you  re  only  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  from 
Montreal  That  might  help 

But  I  also  stayed  in  touch  with  I  think  Lou  Toepfer  I 
remember  there  was  a  firm  in  Newark  New  York  Where  s  Newark? 
Newark  s  in  the  Fmger  Lakes  between  Syracuse  and  Rochester  Or 
Lyons  New  York  It  was  maybe  Lyons  New  York  which  Harvard 
Law  School  said  had  an  opening  and  so  I  wrote  And  geez  I  was 
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crushed  when  no  response  [came]  because  I  would  have  gone  there  I 
still  was  a  small  town  boy 

Well  then  it  kept  getting  later  m  the  year  1955  You  had  two 
weeks  vacation,  and  I  decided  well  I  m  going  to  come  to  California 
In  the  meantime  the  young  lady  I  had  met  at  the  Nob  Hill  Officers 
Club  and  I  stayed  very  much  in  touch  so  that  was  kind  of  a  factor 
Although  I  think  by  that  time  she  indicated  she  d  given  up  waiting  for 
me  I  think  she  either  was  engaged  or  about  to  be  engaged  And  if  she 
was  engaged  she  may  have  even  had  a  wedding  date  set 

So  I  flew  to  L  A  and  spent  a  week  maybe  four  days  whatever 
was  left  of  the  week  interviewing  firms  in  L  A  and  that  s  when  my 
cousin  Bobby  wanted  me  to  be  hired  by  O  Melveny  &  Myers  I  don  t 
think  I  even  went  to  Gibson  Dunn  &  Crutcher  because  a  Jew  couldn  t 
get  near  Gibson  Dunn  &  Crutcher  I  have  to  laugh  I  ve  got  a  41 
year  old  niece  who  is  one  of  the  most  productive  partners  today  at 
Gibson  Dunn  &  Crutcher  Times  have  changed 

But  anyway  then  I  flew  to  San  Francisco  and  spent  days  here 
and  concentrated  and  picked  as  many  firms  as  I  could  to  interview 
with  Small  firms  you  could  find  in  Martindale  Hubbell  the  size 
Well  I  had  law  school  classmates  here  I  had  Atherton  Phleger  who  I 
had  actually  known  when  I  was  a  freshman  at  Dartmouth  He  was  a 
Marine  V  12  The  Phleger  family  is  famous  of  course  Stanford 
Association  His  father  was  John  Foster  Dulles  number  two  man 
when  Dulles  was  secretary  of  state  His  father  was  the  founder  of 
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Brobeck  Phleger  &  Harrison  And  then  Atherton  got  out  of  the 
Marine  Corps  in  45  and  came  home  and  went  to  Stanford  and  played 
football  When  I  got  to  Harvard  Law  School  in  49  who  s  there  but 
Atherton  Phleger 

So  we  became  friends  again  and  now  he  s  settled  here  and  he  s 
in  his  father  s  firm  I  went  over  just  to  say  hello  and  he  says  Why 
don  t  you  try  Pillsbury  Madison  &  Sutro7 

I  said  Oh  I  don  t  want  to  do  that  I  said  A  big  firm7 
What  ve  they  got7  Ninety  lawyers7 

He  says  Well  Hartley  Fleischmann  is  there 
Hartley  Fleischmann  was  a  classmate  who  was  a  dyspeptic 
fellow  who  I  haven  t  seen  m  four  or  five  years  now  which  is  a  shame 
Hartley  came  from  Buffalo  and  it  was  his  uncle  s  firm  the 
Fleischmann  firm  I  mentioned  with  Tom  Hanafln  in  it  Very  well 
known  maybe  seven  eight  nine  lawyer  firms  m  Buffalo  Hartley  was 
brought  up  m  Buffalo  and  he  went  into  the  Navy  He  was  an  able 
bodied  seaman  in  the  Navy  He  was  an  enlisted  man  in  the  Navy  I  ve 
forgotten  why  he  wound  up  in  San  Francisco  I  think  his  father  was  an 
engineer  and  his  mother  had  moved  here  by  that  time  So  maybe 
that  s  why  he  came 

But  he  said  Hartley  s  there  and  he  likes  it 
I  said  You  re  kidding  Hartley  likes  it7 
He  said  Yes 


95 


So  I  said  Well  maybe  And  I  had  a  contact  there  My  cousin 
Louis  Brown  in  Los  Angeles  had  told  me  to  call  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Jerry  Levin  who  he  said  was  a  partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  &  Sutro 
My  cousin  Louis  was  very  active  in  organized  bar  activities  and  Jerry 
Levin  was  too  He  knew  him  I  hadn  t  really  intended  to  but  I  said 
1 11  call  him  and  set  up  an  appointment  So  I  did  I  called  him  [I] 
met  him  Jerry  Levin  was  a  prince  of  a  man  What  a  man  [He]  later 
became  a  municipal  court  judge  superior  court  judge  and  United 
States  district  judge  He  left  Pillsbury  He  was  a  partner 

All  the  interviewing  was  done  by  Jack  Sutro  -  John  A  Sutro  - 
J  A  S  J  A  S  was  one  of  my  best  friends  now  dead  who  also  came  to 
Pillsbury  after  I  had  left  called  him  Jack  Sutro  was  a  heck  of  a  guy 
He  would  interview  you  He  was  not  the  Sutro  founder  Oscar  Sutro 
was  the  Sutro  founder  Marshall  Madison  was  still  alive  -  M  P  M  - 
Marshall  P  Madison  He  never  knew  my  name  never  spoke  to  you 
But  Jack  Sutro  was  the  interviewer  Everybody  had  to  pass  through 
him  There  was  a  shoeshine  man  who  came  around  to  all  the  offices 
every  morning  at  Pillsbury  and  if  you  wanted  a  shine  you  d  get  a 
shine  You  d  give  him  a  dollar  or  whatever  it  was  fifty  cents  And 
Jack  Sutro  sat  there  getting  his  shoes  shined  while  he  interviews  me 
[Laughter  ]  And  the  interview  was  only  about  twenty  minutes  and  he 
asked  me  something  about  antitrust  work,  and  I  said,  I  want  to  do 
anything  that  deals  with  trial  work  because  apparently  that  s  where 
they  needed  somebody  He  s  talking  about  salary  and  I  said  I  m 
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making  $425  a  month  now  but  I  d  be  happy  with  $400  a  month 
because  I  thought  San  Francisco  had  a  lower  cost  of  living  than 
Manhattan  It  was  a  short  interview  It  was  only  twenty  minutes 

So  whatever  else  I  did  I  did  and  I  flew  back  to  New  York  and 
about  a  day  after  I  m  back  at  the  Waterfront  Commission  there  s  a 
letter  offering  me  a  job  at  $425  a  month  So  I  gave  notice  and  it 
ended  right  before  Thanksgiving  weekend  [I]  drove  home  to 
Syracuse  spent  Thanksgiving  and  then  left  for  San  Francisco  by  way 
of  Los  Angeles  [I]  stopped  in  Los  Angeles  and  arrived  at  the  firm  of 
Pillsbury  Madison  &  Sutro  December  20  1 955 

I  did  go  to  see  my  friend  and  classmate  Hartley  Fleischmann 
This  is  a  funny  story  When  I  interviewed  with  Sutro  and  after  I  saw 
Jerry  Levin  I  said  to  Hartley  How  s  it  going*?  And  he  [Hartley 
Fleischmann]  said  Okay  Apparently  he  was  satisfied  with  it  and  it 
made  me  feel  better  about  liking  it  if  I  was  lucky  enough  to  get  a  job 
So  I  think  I  had  called  him  or  I  said  to  him  something  about  -  or 
written  to  him  that  I  was  hired  coming  out  and  did  he  know  of  any 
place  to  live  He  was  living  in  a  rooming  place  2355  Washington 
right  near  Buchanan  In  other  words  an  old  Victonan  chopped  up  in 
about  five  or  six  apartments  And  so  he  said  I  ve  got  a  place  for  you 
to  stay  there 

So  I  get  into  San  Francisco  whenever  I  got  in  maybe  the  middle 
of  the  afternoon  and  I  called  Pillsbury  Madison  &  Sutro  -  Hartley 
Fleischmann 
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Oh  he  s  no  longer  with  us  [Laughter  ] 

Anyway  I  tracked  him  down  and  I  moved  into  2355 
Washington  Street  and  started  practicing  at  Pillsbury  Madison  & 

Sutro  assigned  to  the  antitrust  section  as  part  of  a  team  defending 
Standard  Oil  of  California  one  of  seven  defendants  m  a  suit  by  the 
U  S  of  A  claiming  antitrust  violations  through  the  whole  process  of 
production  refining  transportation  and  marketing  of  gasoline  And 
the  other  defendants  were  Union  Tidewater  Shell  Texaco  There  was 
one  other  company 

How  long  had  this  suit  been  going  on  when  you  joined  the  team? 

Five  years 

Did  it  get  resolved  before  you  left? 

No  It  was  dismissed  four  years  later  The  case  went  for  nine  or  ten 
years  Without  coming  to  trial  all  they  did  was  take  depositions 
Well  that  s  a  part  of  my  life  there  because  that  was  a  particularly 
difficult  part  of  my  life  story  too  as  it  developed  I  settled  in  At  the 
apex  of  this  case  was  a  guy  by  the  name  of  Francis  Kirkham  who  came 
out  of  Utah  and  was  an  ex  U  S  Supreme  Court  clerk  and  he  was  the 
principal  expert  on  antitrust  And  he  had  two  fellows  now  both  dead 
both  ex  Marines  One  was  an  ex  Marine  pilot  Bill  Mussman  who 
came  out  of  Minnesota  The  other  was  an  ex  Marine  infantry 
lieutenant  m  the  Guadalcanal  through  the  South  Pacific  -  Dick 
MacLaury  -  who  came  out  of  Yale  undergrad  Columbia  Law  School 
And  when  I  got  there  they  weren  t  partners  They  d  been  there  maybe 


98 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


six  years  or  so  Dick  MacLaury  had  me  and  Bill  Mussman  had  Alan 
Vandervert  who  I  can  t  spell  the  name  because  I  haven  t  seen  him  in 
forty  years  We  were  the  lackeys  Alan  and  I  and  then  it  would  go  up 
the  channel 

It  was  so  tedious  and  that  was  a  winter  of  rain  It  started  raining 
the  week  I  arrived  and  it  rained  for  three  and  a  half  weeks  steady 
without  interruption  Mammoth  floods  on  the  Yuba  River  Farm 
animals  drowning  and  floating  down  the  over  to  the  Sacramento  It 
was  depressing  because  we  were  working  mommg  afternoon  and 
night  Now  I  d  worked  nights  at  the  Waterfront  Commission  and  we 
loved  it  It  was  fun  But  this  was  tedious  tedious  work 
Without  some  kind  of  an  esprit  de  corps 

Exactly  And  a  strange  atmosphere  Not  a  friendly  atmosphere  Not  a 
joking  atmosphere  like  we  had  at  the  Waterfront  Commission  It  was 
a  major  adjustment  And  the  weather  depressed  you  That  was  a 
famous  winter  m  the  history  of  California  1955  56 

And  so  I  stayed  on  that  case  Then  they  had  me  working  on 
another  antitrust  case 

Excuse  me  if  I  may  Judge  Didn  t  Sacramento  flood  that  year  m 
55? 

Yes  Then  I  worked  on  a  U  S  Steel  case  under  a  partner  also  now 
dead  a  good  guy  Jim  Michael  who  was  a  champion  sailor 
yachtsman  out  of  St  Francis  Yacht  Club  Gee  I  hope  he  s  still  living 
but  I  think  he  passed  away 
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Then  in  August  or  in  July  I  m  notified  that  I  m  being 
transferred  to  Los  Angeles  together  with  Alan  Vandervert  to  work 
with  two  petroleum  engineers  recording  evaluating  and  justifying 
for  purposes  of  the  suit  daily  rates  of  production  of  sixteen  California 
oil  fields  since  discovery  and  until  1950  The  term  that  was  used  was 
the  MER  -  the  maximum  efficiency  rate  -  and  the  defendants 
contended  that  production  was  not  based  upon  demand  and  supply  It 
was  based  upon  the  MER  applicable  to  each  oil  field 

I  would  be  paid  all  my  expenses  so  down  to  Los  Angeles  go 
Alan  Vandervert  and  me  and  we  are  holed  up  in  an  office  three 
offices  or  two  offices  in  the  Subway  Terminal  Building  - 1  think  it  s 
on  Hill  Street  -  and  I  m  working  with  a  petroleum  engineer  - 1  can  t 
remember  his  last  name  now  -  Lee  from  Standard  Oil  and  Alan  s  in 
another  room  working  with  his  and  MacLaury  s  up  in  San  Francisco 
By  this  time  MacLaury  and  Mussman  have  become  partners  but 
Mussman  s  out  of  this  one  No  Mussman  was  still  in  it  MacLaury 
would  come  down  every  two  weeks  or  something  and  we  would  sit 
there  and  go  over  this  record  Lee  and  I  and  I  would  record  as  Lee 
analyzed  whatever  documents  showed  production  That  went  on  for 
fourteen  months  and  during  that  period  of  time  I  was  depressed  to  the 
point  that  I  didn  t  know  what  to  do  with  my  life 

By  that  time  or  not  by  that  time  but  in  July  of  1957  my  father 
and  mother  sold  their  home  My  father  sold  his  last  drugstore  in 
Solvay  on  Milton  and  Cogswell  and  had  decided  to  move  to  California 
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and  decided  to  move  to  Los  Angeles  because  that  s  where  all  the 
family  had  been  My  Uncle  Harold  had  died  about  1951  of  cancer 
and  my  cousin  Bobby  had  died  about  1953  of  leukemia  at  the  age  of 
forty  leaving  three  children  wife  and  all  that  But  the  rest  of  the 
family  was  there 

And  then  my  sister  had  been  married  in  March  of  1 956  My 
sister  Vivian  had  met  the  previous  fall  a  doctor  Peter  Forbes  and  she 
had  met  him  through  my  cousin  Bobby  s  wife  Violet  who  had 
attended  USC  law  school  with  a  woman  who  never  became  a  lawyer 
Nellie  Forbes  who  had  a  son  a  doctor  who  was  single  My  sister  had 
gone  there  to  recuperate  -  or  no  she  d  gone  on  a  vacation  and  she  met 
him  and  she  liked  him  and  fell  m  love  Then  she  incurred  hepatitis  in 
the  fall  of  1955  and  she  persuaded  my  parents  that  the  way  she  could 
recover  was  in  a  sunny  climate  not  m  Syracuse  So  she  wangled 
herself  a  justification  [Laughter  ] 

SENEY  Let  me  turn  this 
[End  of  Tape  4  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  4  Side  B] 

KOPP  She  wangled  herself  a  justification  for  going  to  California  I  remember 

the  day  we  put  her  on  - 1  think  I  was  there  -  we  put  her  on  the  plane 
Or  maybe  I  m  thinking  of  the  day  I  put  her  on  the  tram  from  New 
York  [City]  to  Syracuse  She  was  a  sick  girl 


Anyway  so  she  had  gotten  there  gotten  healthier  got  a  job 
writing  the  brochures  for  Mattel  toys  I  think  that  was  the  one  And 
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then  she  eloped  with  Peter  Forbes  to  Yuma  Arizona  with  the 
conspiratorial  assistance  of  her  first  cousin  my  first  cousin  Hermione 
Brown  and  her  husband  Louis  Brown  So  she  was  living  there  She 
was  pregnant  [Her]  first  bom  was  bom  in  December  of  56  By  57 
she  already  had  a  daughter,  a  little  girl  so  my  parents  have  decided  to 
move  to  Los  Angeles  They  did  in  July  of  57 

Life  is  droning  on  The  assignment  ended  or  at  least  I 
complained  about  it  to  the  extent  that  the  assignment  was  over  I  think 
Alan  came  back  at  the  same  time  -  came  back  to  San  Francisco  I 
almost  didn  t  come  back  I  was  ready  to  leave  Pillsbury  and  settle  in 
and  go  into  private  practice  with  one  or  the  other  couple  of  friends  of 
mine  One  was  two  years  behind  me  m  law  school  one  of  my  best 
friends  Fred  Tankel  Another  was  a  fellow  who  I  had  met  Pete 
Miller  I  almost  did  that  because  I  d  become  accustomed  to  Los 
Angeles  Family  were  there  cousins  Now  my  parents  are  there  and 
my  sister  But  I  said  All  right  1 11  come  back  and  see  what  it  s  like 
So  I  came  back  and  basically  stayed  around  another  year  and  a 
half  or  a  little  more  than  that  Maybe  it  was  then  I  was  working  on  the 
U  S  Steel  case  Pillsbury  represented  U  S  Steel  I  worked  on  an 
asparagus  case  There  was  an  asparagus  case  involving  Zuckerman  s 
I  think  Pillsbury  represented  them  They  grow  asparagus  on  those 
islands  out  in  the  Delta  around  Stockton  I  was  clamoring  to  get  some 
trial  work 

Of  which  you  hadn  t  had  done 
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KOPP  No1  None  Then  Bill  Hannawalt  who  I  shared  an  office  with  -  see,  at 

that  level  I  never  had  my  own  office  There  were  four  of  us  in  what 
they  called  the  bullpen  and  it  would  kind  of  revolve  if  somebody 
got  a  little  seniority  and  might  move  mto  an  office  with  two  people 
You  had  one  secretary  for  two  people  Oh  the  jobs  that  I  did  there 
Stock  transfers  Whoever  it  was  -  a  bank  -  they  represented  the  Bank 
of  California  which  was  across  the  street  on  Sansome  and  California 
or  nearby  and  they  were  the  transfer  agent  for  companies  And  then 
the  telephone  company  was  its  own  transfer  agency  You  d  have  to 
approve  transfers  of  stock  out  of  estates  It  was  paperwork 
Paperwork 

Now  we  re  mto  58  Bill  Hannawalt  and  I  and  a  fellow  by  the 
name  of  Bob  Miller  out  of  Pacific  Lighting  -  a  family  of  wonderful 
guys  still  around  A  friend  of  mine  - 1  ve  seen  him  in  a  year  or  so  - 
he  was  in  the  room  a  French  fellow  who  went  to  Harvard  Law  School 
who  practiced  m  Pans  Dene  D  bost 

Anyway  Bill  Hannawalt  and  I  signed  up  for  the  Indigent 
Cnminal  Defense  Panel  at  the  U  S  Court  of  Appeals  We  both  got  a 
case  and  a  case  which  we  bnefed  argued  in  the  U  S  Court  of  Appeals 
and  succeeded  I  succeeded  in  mine  in  getting  a  reversal  of  the 
conviction  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  guy  was  a  state  pnsoner  in 
Oregon  It  was  a  failure  in  a  cnminal  case  to  supply  counsel  that  s  in 
the  law  books 


103 


Finally  I  got  a  fender  bender  case  to  try  up  in  Santa  Rosa  at 
some  municipal  court  Pacific  Telephone  PT&T  truck  hit  some  car  in 
an  intersection  -  sued  It  was  a  non  jury  trial  which  I  won  Guy  by 
the  name  of  Jack  Ryerson  on  the  other  side  who  just  died  about  two 
years  ago  who  was  then  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  Santa  Rosa  a  little 
older  than  I 

And  then  I  had  a  divorce  case  One  of  the  partners  who  was  a 
big  butter  and  egg  man  for  Standard  Oil  Sig  Nielsen  who  ran  the 
lobbying  operation  for  Pillsbury  up  in  Sacramento  in  the  Capitol  he 
was  kind  of  always  remote,  but  one  day  he  called  me  He  belonged  to 
the  St  Francis  Yacht  Club  and  he  says  [So  and  so]  is  an  employee 
at  the  Yacht  Club  Like  a  houseboy  type  And  he  says  Filipino  and 
his  daughter  needs  a  divorce  We  11  represent  him  It  was  pro  bono 
because  one  of  the  partners  belongs  to  a  yacht  club  where  somebody 
needs  help  [Laughter]  So  gee  whiz  okay?  So  I  get  the  file  call  her 
in  interview  her  and  it  was  the  days  before  the  standard  printed  forms 
which  now  are  issued  where  you  just  fill  in  blanks  It  s  a  do  it 
yourself  But  you  drew  up  a  complaint  1 11  never  forget  I  must  have 
had  seven  drafts  of  that  complaint  It  was  a  partner  a  good  guy 
George  Eckhardt  who  was  a  tall  shambling  guy  but  a  good  guy  and 
one  night  he  came  in  the  library  and  he  said  What?'  You  re  still 
working  on  a  complaint  in  a  divorce  case1?  I  said  Well,  yeah  I  ve 
got  to  get  it  right  George  [Laughter  ]  Oh  that  was  funny 
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So  I  had  that  and  that  was  about  all  of  the  trial  work  I  had  and 
then  I  decided  I  ve  got  to  leave  here  There  s  no  way  I II  be  promoted 
to  partner  I  m  not  the  partner  type  Sure  the  fellows  my  age  were 
congenial  and  some  of  us  became  friends  You  didn  t  have  much 
rapport  with  the  other  partners  Jerry  Levin  left  to  be  a  municipal 
court  judge  MacLaury  was  always  a  lot  of  tun  but  he  was  a  pain  in 
the  neck  to  the  extent  he  would  rag  you  He  was  really  a  wonderful 
guy  He  died  before  I  had  a  chance  to  call  him  in  Santa  Barbara 

But  anyway  I  ve  decided  I  ve  got  to  leave  Where  will  I  go9  I 
don  t  know  See  I  d  lost  the  fourteen  months  I  had  just  begun  to  be 
active  m  the  San  Francisco  Bar  Association  The  Barrister  s  Club  was 
the  lawyers  under  36  I  ran  for  the  board  of  directors  I  think  at  the 
end  of  58  or  beginning  of  59  and  I  lost  Nine  member  board  of 
directors  I  thought  I  needed  a  firm  to  pay  me  a  salary  and  so  I  was 
looking  at  firms  of  five  to  fifteen  lawyers  One  of  the  things  I  thought 
was  moving  to  Santa  Rosa  I  thought  of  opening  an  office  in  Pacifica 
There  was  one  lawyer  in  Pacifica  I  drove  down  to  see  him  and  I 
talked  to  him  I  didn  t  do  that  In  other  words  I  was  thinking  in  terms 
of  a  place  where  there  would  be  so  many  people  who  would  need  a 
lawyer  because  I  didn  t  have  any  way  of  attracting  clients  in  San 
Francisco 

Well  then  a  good  friend,  who  was  also  an  original  friend  of 
Louis  Brown  -  Moses  Huberman  Moe  Huberman  -  was  a  tax  lawyer 
and  he  was  Harvard  Law  School  Class  of  27  or  28  [He]  had  been 
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Law  Review  and  taught  tax  law  at  Hastings  but  he  never  aspired  to  be 
a  high  powered  big  firm  mega  firm  tax  lawyer  He  operated  out  of 
his  own  office  m  a  suite  in  the  DeYoung  Building  at  690  Market 
Street  It  was  operated  by  Marvin  E  Lewis  and  Marvin  had  a 
plaintiffs  personal  injury  and  tort  practice  He  had  Leo  Friedman 
who  was  one  of  the  grand  criminal  defense  lawyers  in  San  Francisco 
history  a  Republican  assemblyman  about  1919  or  1920  There  was  a 
bad  judge  appointed  by  Pat  Brown  -  Clarence  Linn  mum  court  -  who 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  Leo  Friedman  at  the  age  of  about  60  or 
something  Age  is  relative  He  seemed  awfully  old  to  me  in  those 
days  He  ran  and  beat  Clarence  Lim  And  Moe  Huberman  was  there 
as  the  tax  lawyer  So  it  was  that  kind  of  a  suite  of  lawyers 

Moe  Huberman  was  kind  of  a  Dutch  uncle  to  me  and  with  his 
wife  Jane  they  lived  on  26th  near  Lake  Street  and  they  d  have  me 
over  for  dinner  like  Passover  Sedar  things  of  that  sort  He  told  me 
one  day  about  a  friend  of  his  who  had  an  office  to  rent  at  57  Post 
Street  which  is  the  Mechanics  Institute  building  old  San  Francisco 
institution  the  Mechanics  Institute  Library  And  his  name  was 
Leonard  James  Bloom  and  Leonard  Bloom  had  three  offices  He  had 
his  own  office  his  law  books  on  the  shelves  and  he  had  the  reception 
room  where  the  secretary  sat  Then  he  had  a  second  office  and  he 
rented  the  second  office  to  a  guy  by  the  name  of  Ken  Larson  Ken  and 
he  decided  to  part  ways  but  he  continued  to  work  on  cases  with  Ken 
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Ken  wasn  t  as  I  remember,  particularly  a  hard  driver  But  Ken 
moved  and  so  he  had  this  office 

I  went  down  I  met  Leonard  Bloom  who  was  also  a  Harvard 
Law  School  graduate  probably  about  Class  of  37  Stanford 
undergrad  And  he  said  Do  you  want  to  come  in  and  rent  the 
office?  He  said  I  ve  got  overflow  work  and  I  said  Yes  because 
I  figured  I  d  have  enough  work  from  Leonard  Sixty  five  dollars  a 
month  That  was  the  rent  And  for  a  secretary  what  do  you  do  for  a 
secretary? 

I  wrote  everything  out  in  long  hand  and  I  had  a  friend  a  lady 
who  s  still  a  friend  Patricia  Brown  now  and  for  many  years  Patricia 
McClaren  living  m  Denver  now  She  s  a  Middlebury  graduate  But 
listen  m  those  days  the  young  women  made  a  living  any  way  they 
could  She  could  type  and  she  had  been  working  for  the  University  of 
Chicago  on  a  fundraising  drive  The  drive  ended  so  she  set  herself  up 
as  a  public  stenographer  and  she  was  on  Market  Street  In  fact  she 
also  did  work  for  Hartley  Fleischmann  s  father,  Edwin  Fleischmann 
his  engineering  consultancy  practice  I  would  go  over  m  the  morning 
or  at  the  end  of  the  day  and  leave  my  notes  with  her  She  d  type  them 
up  and  she  d  bring  them  back  That  s  how  I  started  And  then  I  hired 
somebody  to  work  half  time  to  work  two  or  three  hours  a  day  And 
where  do  you  put  them?  You  had  no  room  because  Leonard  had  his 
secretary  in  that  reception  room  So  I  got  a  desk  and  put  it  at  the  far 
side  of  my  little  office 


107 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


The  first  year  I  started  -  April  1  1959  -  Moe  Huberman  said 
You  don  t  need  an  accountant  You  keep  your  own  books  I  bought 
a  notebook  a  journal  and  I  recorded  every  fee  and  I  recorded  my 
expenses  I  did  that  for  probably  four  or  five  years  Now  I  wouldn  t 
even  try  to  complete  a  tax  return 
Really 

And  the  first  year  in  nine  months  I  grossed  $9  000  and  I  probably 
netted  $7  000  I  was  single 

So  you  really  had  improved  your  position  considerably 

Yes  Well  also  when  I  was  in  the  fourteen  months  in  Los  Angeles  I 

put  my  salary  in  the  bank  So  I  had  $5  000  in  the  bank  and  that  was  a 

factor  in  opening  my  law  practice  I  lived  off  the  expenses  that  were 

reimbursed  to  usmLA  That  was  the  only  advantage  of  that  fourteen 

months 

And  then  the  next  year  I  went  up  to  $  1 6  000  the  next  year  I  went 
up  to  $23  000  and  it  just  kept  building  and  I  stayed  there  until  1964 
And  then  in  64  a  law  school  classmate  of  mine  -  A1  Goldstein 
who  had  come  to  California  in  58  -  Pat  Brown  brought  him  here 
He  d  been  an  assistant  DA  under  Frank  Hogan  He  and  I  had  only 
known  each  other  by  sight  in  law  school  He  wasn  t  a  very  outgoing 
fellow  He  had  been  brought  here  by  Pat  Brown  who  was  AG 
attorney  general  as  an  expert  on  the  Mafia,  on  mob  influence  So  Pat 
Brown  used  him  the  whole  year  to  investigate  the  Mafia  influence  and 
then  issue  a  report  which  helped  Pat  although  it  didn  t  fit  in  m  the 
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chronology  because  the  election  was  in  November  But  I  guess  he  put 
out  intenm  reports  that  got  Pat  a  little  publicity  And  then,  he  d  been 
hired  by  Marvin  E  Lewis  as  an  associate  So  he  worked  there  and  we 
became  friendly  very  friendly  very  close  So  he  said  I  want  to  leave 
here  Let  s  form  a  partnership 

I  also  had  a  Dartmouth  friend  David  Skinner  who  was  two  years 
behind  me  in  college  He  was  the  publisher  of  the  yearbook  which  I 
wrote  the  sports  section  of  and  David  had  gone  to  law  school  at  night 
He  d  been  a  trust  officer  at  the  Bank  of  California  Then  he  was 
working  for  a  worker  s  compensation  firm  We  were  friends  all  during 
the  years  after  I  arrived  and  then  returned  from  Los  Angeles 

So  the  three  of  us  decided  to  open  a  law  office  together  It  was 
Goldstein  Kopp  &  Skinner  I  moved  from  the  Mechanics  Library 
building  to  the  Balfour  Building  351  California  Street  and  practiced 
there  for  the  next  seven  years  A1  Goldstein  was  appointed  by  Pat 
Brown  to  the  municipal  court  in  1965  so  he  became  a  municipal  court 
judge  And  then  David  and  I  practiced  together  for  about  another  three 
years  as  Kopp  &  Skinner  And  then  we  disbanded  and  I  ve  forgotten 
where  David  moved  David  went  through  a  divorce  He  wasn  t 
concentrating  on  the  law  In  fact  he  abandoned  the  law  practice 
entirely  and  I  haven  t  seen  David  in  fifteen  years  I  saw  him  -  he  was 
driving  a  taxi  cab  - 1  saw  him  the  day  I  left  for  Sacramento  to  be 
sworn  in  as  a  State  Senator  But  that  s  another  story 
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So  that  s  how  the  practice  went  and  I  continued  to  build  the 
practice  and  by  1970  I  was  grossing  $100  000  probably  up  to  about 
$110  000  maybe  $120  000  the  last  full  year  which  was  1970  And 
then  Goldstein  didn  t  run  for  election  He  d  been  appointed  to  fill  an 
unexpired  term  and  he  said  he  couldn  t  live  on  a  municipal  court 
judge  s  salary  and  he  wanted  to  return  to  practice 
SENEY  Which  in  those  days  -  pardon  me  Judge  -  couldn  t  have  been  more 
than  $20  000  I  would  think 
KOPP  Oh  it  was  more  than  that 

SENEY  Was  it? 

KOPP  I  think  it  was  probably  in  the  thirty  thousands  At  the  time  of 

consolidation  mum  and  superior  I  think  it  was  $  100  000  It  was 
almost  $100  000 

But  he  couldn  t  live  on  that  so  he  wanted  to  go  back  into 
partnership  So  I  did  and  it  was  Kopp  &  Goldstein  We  practiced 

1970  in  the  same  office  at  35 1  California  Then  I  decided  to  run  in 

197 1  for  the  board  of  supervisors  I  got  elected  After  I  was  elected 
he  said  Look  you  re  not  going  to  be  able  to  practice  full  time  and 
he  had  been  urging  us  to  join  a  firm  which  had  about  eight  or  nme 
lawyers  a  guy  by  the  name  of  [Charles]  Tuckman  and  another  guy  by 
the  name  of  [David]  Phillips  I  didn  t  particularly  like  either  one  of 
them  that  much  but  it  wasn  t  on  my  mind  because  my  mind  was  on 
the  election  But  after  the  election  he  said  Look  I  m  going  to  go 
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over  there  with  these  guys  What  do  you  want  to  do9  And  I  said 
Well  let  me  see 

Well,  I  have  a  good  friend  Jim  Thacher  who  is  a  lawyer  an  old 
San  Francisco  firm  a  small  firm  -  his  father  started  it  -  and  I  talked  to 
Jim  He  had  a  spare  office  so  I  said  I  m  going  to  move  over  there  and 
call  myself  of  counsel  So  in  January  72  I  moved  in  with  Thacher 
They  were  in  the  Alaska  Commercial  Building  which  was  tom  down 
at  the  end  of  that  year  and  then  we  moved  to  300  Montgomery  Street 
And  you  stayed  there  until  you  became  a  judge  really  right9 
No  No  I  left  there  In  1977, 1  practiced  there  first  of  counsel  and 
that  didn  t  really  work  out  We  thought  that  I  would  have  clients  to 
refer 

That  means  to  attract  business 

Yes  And  it  didn  t  work  out  that  way  There  were  maybe  two  cases 
where  I  associated  Jim  There  was  a  federal  case  we  had  which  I  got  - 
Slick  Airways  - 1  got  from  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  a  partner  at 
Steptoe  Johnson  in  Washington  I  can  t  remember  how  it  worked 
But  anyway  a  fellow  who  had  worked  for  us  the  summer  of 
1970  Tom  DiFranco  when  he  was  in  his  third  year  at  USF  Law 
School  [he]  had  come  to  work  That  s  right  He  d  come  to  work  for 
us  when  he  graduated  in  197 1  and  he  had  gone  over  to  this  Tuckman 
firm  with  Goldstein  and  had  been  there  about  five  or  six  years  He 
called  me  one  day  He  didn  t  like  it  and  wanted  to  leave  I  said 
Come  on  over  He  did  and  within  about  a  month  or  two  we 
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became  partners  50/50  partners  Tom  is  just  a  wonderful  guy  He 
stood  there  as  a  rock  through  difficult  times  until  I  became  a  judge 
We  moved  to  655  Montgomery  Street  then  we  moved  to  555 
Montgomery  Street  and  he  s  still  there 

SENEY  What  had  preceded  your  running  for  the  board  of  supervisors9  Had 
you  been  on  committees9  You  know  what  I  m  asking  you 

KOPP  Yes  There  I  have  to  go  back  to  1958  and  my  first  involvement  m 

California  campaigns  That  was  Stanley  Mosk  running  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  attorney  general  He  was  an  L  A  Superior 
Court  judge  I  think  he  sat  in  the  Santa  Monica  branch  One  day  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Charlie  [Charles  A  ]  0  Bnen  who  had  been  a 
year  behind  me  at  law  school  and  was  an  associate  at  Heller  Ehrman 
White  &  McAuhffe  called  me  I  d  seen  Charlie  a  few  times  over  the 
three  or  four  years  I  d  been  m  San  Francisco  He  called  me  in  early 
1958  about  January  and  said  I  ve  got  a  fellow  running  for  attorney 
general  a  judge  from  Los  Angeles  I  want  you  to  meet  and  get  m  this 
campaign 

Charlie  O  Bnen  who  ran  for  attorney  general  himself  years  later 
against  Evelle  Younger  and  lost  was  a  year  behind  me  I  met  Charlie 
O  Bnen  in  Dana  Hall  at  Harvard  Law  School  He  was  selling  a 
laundry  service  door  to  door  You  know  he  came  by  my  room  1 11 
never  forget  it  He  is  a  garrulous  fellow  He  must  have  talked  for  two 
hours  that  night  about  everything  under  the  sun  He  s  marvelous 
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Anyway  so  I  did  and  I  talked  to  Bill  Hannawalt  who  shared  the 
bullpen  I  said  Bill  Hannawalt  might  be  interested  So  whatever 
it  was  we  met  We  met  Judge  [Stanley  M  ]  Mosk  when  he  came  to 
San  Francisco  to  campaign  and  we  got  into  the  campaign 

A1  [Alfonso  J  ]  Zirpoli  was  in  it  who  was  on  the  [San  Francisco] 
board  of  supervisors  then  and  later  became  a  U  S  district  judge  He 
was  famous  because  he  was  a  Mason  A1  was  an  Italian  but  he  was  a 
Mason  There  are  a  few  of  them  around  San  Francisco  And  we  got 
into  that  campaign 

We  also  joined  a  Democratic  club  which  was  called  The 
Tipplers  and  it  was  kind  of  an  anecdote  to  the  Young  Republicans 
because  the  Young  Republicans  had  the  good  looking  women  The 
Tipplers  was  designed  to  be  similar  for  the  Democrats  but  the 
Democrats  didn  t  have  the  good  looking  women  We  became 
involved  in  that  club  together  with  other  friends  like  Russ  Mays  and 
Jim  Drumnght  Charlie  s  big  buddy  was  Leo  Dardanan  who  was  a 
business  fellow  of  some  kind  Bob  -  oh  geez  whiz  I  ve  got  to  think  of 
his  name  another  Harvard  Law  School  graduate  It  11  come  to  me  in  a 
while  He  became  general  counsel  for  Kaiser  Permanente  Never 
really  heard  from  politically  thereafter  [Bob  Erickson] 

So  I  was  in  that  campaign  And  Stanley  Mosk  won  the  primary 
narrowly  over  then  State  Senator  Bob  [Robert  I  ]  McCarthy  who  I 
didn  t  know  at  all,  but  Bob  McCarthy  s  father  was  a  contractor  was 
wealthy  and  who  put  a  lot  of  money  into  the  campaign  which  was 
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distinguished  by  the  use  of  television  He  outspent  Stanley  Mosk 
considerably  I  think  the  television  ad  had  the  theme  -  oh  gosh  I  ve 
mentioned  it  to  you  before 
Yes  I  m  the  man  7  He  s  the  man 

He  s  the  man  It  scared  the  Mosk  campaign,  because  Mosk  of 
course  had  the  bigger  population  base  in  Los  Angeles  but  Bob 
McCarthy  was  on  television  all  over  His  brother  Jack  [John  F 
McCarthy]  a  Republican  was  the  state  senator  representing  Mann  at 
the  same  time  Mosk  narrowly  won  In  the  Republican  pnmary 
Caspar  [W  ]  Weinberger  who  was  an  assemblyman  from  San 
Francisco  -  San  Francisco  then  had  five  Assembly  districts  It  was 
before  Baker  v  Carr  And  Cap  Weinberger  s  district  was  Pacific 
Heights  the  Manna  and  might  have  had  a  little  part  of  Seacliff  In 
other  words  it  was  the  upscale  part  of  San  Francisco  He  was  a 
Republican  There  was  one  other  distnct  represented  by  a  Republican 
John  [A  ]  Busterud  which  was  the  area  around  Haight  Ashbury  If 
you  can  imagine  Haight  Ashbury  was  a  middle  class  kind  of  to 
upper  middle  class  neighborhood  then 
As  it  is  again  today  Kind  of  isn  t  it7 

Well  kind  of  but  not  Haight  Street  itself  Haight  Street  then  was  a 
respectable  street  just  like  West  Portal  Avenue  is  in  San  Francisco 
The  congressman  who  succeeded  Richard  Nixon  in  1950  was 
[U  S  Congressman]  Patrick  [J  ]  Hillings  and  it  was  Hillings  against 
Weinberger  in  the  Republican  pnmary  Weinberger  was  a  so  called 
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liberal  Republican  in  contrast  to  how  he  s  characterized  today  in  the 
aftermath  of  his  service  in  the  Nixon  and  then  the  [U  S  President] 
Reagan  administrations  Hillings  beat  him  easily  Mosk  barely  beat 
Bob  McCarthy  In  the  general  Stanley  easily  beat  Hillings  So  I  was 
in  that  campaign 

Here  s  the  part  of  history  Bill  Hannawalt  and  I  were  very  active 
m  the  campaign  all  the  way  nght  through  to  November 
SENEY  What  kind  of  things  were  you  doing? 

KOPP  Speaking  making  speeches  When  Mosk  would  come  into  town  we  d 

be  part  of  the  phalanx  around  him  going  from  campaign  stop  to  stop 
You  might  go  to  somebody  s  house  for  a  coffee  We  went  over  to 
Contra  Costa  County  It  s  where  I  met  George  Miller  Jr  father  of 
George  Miller  III  who  was  then  a  powerhouse  in  the  State  Senate 
That  s  where  I  met  Jerry  [Jerome  R  ]  Waldie  Jerry  Waldie  was 
running  for  that  Assembly  seat  there  We  d  go  around  the  Bay  Area 
various  places 

Charlie  wanted  to  leave  Heller  Ehrman  it  turns  out  Pie  was  not 
built  for  a  big  firm  either  and  he  wanted  to  be  with  Stanley  Mosk  He 
apparently  thought  Bill  and  I  represented  threats  to  that  that  we  would 
try  to  hook  on  So  he  succeeded  in  poisoning  the  well  with  Stanley  for 
us  by  characterizing  us  as  anti  labor 

Now  in  later  years  that  may  have  not  been  off  the  mark,  but  it 


was  off  the  mark  m  the  year  1958  or  1959  So  that  s  what  happened 
Charlie  went  with  Stanley  Mosk  as  his  number  one  deputy 
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SENEY  Had  you  any  interest  in  joining  the  Attorney  General  s  Office7 

KOPP  None  at  all  and  neither  did  Bill  Hannawalt  Bill  later  became  a  partner 

at  Pillsbury  Madison  &  Sutro  So  he  had  no  interest,  but  it  was 
Charlie  s  mind  working  overtime  I  think  I  ve  never  confronted  him 
with  that  Maybe  I  will  He  was  at  Stanley  s  memorial  service  but  I 
had  to  leave  early  to  be  back  in  the  courtroom 

In  59  I  campaigned  for  a  supervisor  -  Clarissa  Shortall 
McMahon  -  who  was  a  Republican  nonpartisan  office  And  I  did  that 
because  after  I  opened  my  law  office  her  brother  Dick  Shortall  and 
she  shared  a  law  office  m  the  Central  Tower  Building  703  Market 
with  a  third  lawyer  Sam  Fendel  Dick  Shortall  was  a  personal  injury 
plaintiffs  lawyer  [He]  did  a  little  criminal  work  He  gave  me  about 
five  or  six  cases  He  emptied  a  file  cabinet  of  his  cats  and  dogs 
That  s  what  they  re  called  in  law  practice  jargon  Terrible  cases  get 
nd  of  them  Give  them  to  this  new  kid  who  s  opening  a  practice  I 
knew  Dick  Shortall  through  Moe  Huberman  because  Dick  Shortall  had 
been  a  student  of  Moe  s  and  they  d  kept  up  the  relationship  and  Moe 
did  the  tax  work  for  many  of  Dick  and  Clarissa  s  clients  And  I  think 
Moe  occasionally  would  send  a  personal  injury  case  to  Dick 
[End  of  Tape  4  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  5  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead,  Judge 

Dick  Shortall  and  Clarissa  Shortall  McMahon  s  father  was  a  judge  m 
San  Francisco  Not  then  He  was  dead  by  then  But  his  first  name 
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was  Edward  [Shortall]  In  San  Francisco  lore  of  the  20s  and  30s 
he  s  known  as  Crying  Eddie  Shortall  because  he  evidently  had  a 
terrible  time  making  decisions  and  he  would  figuratively  and  maybe 
literally  wring  his  hands  before  he  had  to  decide  a  case  [Laughter  ] 

Clarissa  McMahon  had  been  appointed  to  the  board  of 
supervisors  by  [San  Francisco  Mayor]  Elmer  E  Robinson  for  a 
vacancy  and  she  was  running  for  reelection  I  wanted  to  help  her  and 
I  did  and  I  campaigned  for  her 

And  then  in  the  course  of  those  two  years  I  met  Ron 
[Ronald  V  ]  Pelosi  who  campaigned  for  Cranston  Alan  Cranston 
was  running  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  controller  Jack 
Casey  -  John  E  Casey  -  of  San  Francisco  who  was  not  a  lawyer  sold 
insurance  to  contractors  for  contractors  mostly  -  old  San  Francisco 
family  -  and  he  was  campaigning  I  think  also  on  the  Cranston 
campaign 

Jack  Ertola  -  John  Andrew  Ertola  -  was  campaigning  for  Jack 
Shelley  [U  S  Congressman]  John  Francis  Shelley  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  Oh  I  know  where  I  met  Jack  Jack 
Ertola  had  been  supporting  Bob  McCarthy  and  after  the  primary  there 
was  a  union  of  the  McCarthy  Mosk  forces  A  lawyer  by  the  name  of 
Gerald  Marcus  engineered  and  took  the  responsibility  for  that  That  s 
where  I  met  Mel  Cohn  a  lawyer  from  San  Carlos  who  later  became  a 
San  Mateo  Superior  Court  judge  and  quite  a  figure  in  San  Mateo  The 
law  library  is  named  after  Keith  Sorenson  and  him  Jack  Ertola  s 
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another  Italian  who  was  a  Mason  His  father  Dr  Charles  Ertola  a 
dentist  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  and  was  running  for  reelection 
at  the  same  time  as  Clarissa  McMahon  So  I  saw  more  of  Jack  in  59 
I  d  also  met  Leo  [T  ]  McCarthy  m  1958  He  was  campaigning 
for  [Senator]  Gene  [J  Eugene]  McAteer  who  was  running  for  the 
State  Senate  to  replace  Bob  McCarthy  Gene  McAteer  was  on  the 
board  of  supervisors  at  that  time 

Let  s  see  who  else7  Well  those  are  some  of  the  people  I  met 
The  five  of  us  decided  some  time  in  1959  to  form  a  group 
List  the  five  again  There  s  yourself — 

Jack  Ertola  Jack  Casey  RonPelosi  Leo  McCarthy  and  me  We 
decided  to  form  a  group  to  advance  ourselves  politically  in  all 
directions  in  San  Francisco  We  were  not  enamored  of 
[Assemblyman]  Phil  [Philip  A  ]  Burton  or  anybody  associated  with 
Phil 

Was  he  an  assemblyman  by  this  time7 

He  was  an  assemblyman  He  had  been  elected  to  the  Assembly  m 
1956  after  losing  in  1954  to  a  man  who  had  died  before  the  election 
Ouch  that  hurts 

Yes  I  ve  forgotten  the  name  of  that  man 

But  anyway  he  lost  to  a  Republican  [Assemblyman]  Tommy 
[Thomas  A  ]  Maloney  and  that  was  Telegraph  Hill  and  all  that  area 
the  east  part  of  the  city  which  was  then  not  as  changed  as  it  is  now 
but  he  came  back  in  1956  and  beat  Tommy  Maloney  I  met  him  along 
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about  1958  or  59  I  met  John  [Burton]  about  the  same  time  John  I 
know  was  workmg  for  the  Attorney  General  s  Office  Stanley  Mosk 
had  hired  him  probably  because  of  Phil 

But  in  any  event  those  were  the  five  and  we  would  meet  every 
couple  of  weeks  either  for  lunch  at  Sam  s  Restaurant  on  Bush  Street 
or  we  d  meet  at  Leo  s  house  -  Leo  then  lived  on  Jefferson  Street  in  the 
Manna  -  and  we  would  figure  this  and  that  to  advance  ourselves 
Did  you  feel  pretty  powerful  effective  like  you  were  going  to 
succeed? 

Yes  we  did  The  Democratic  boss  in  the  1940s  was  Bill  [William  M  ] 
Malone  who  was  an  attorney  He  and  Ray  [Raymond  L  ]  Sullivan 
practiced  as  Malone  &  Sullivan  in  the  Mills  Tower  Building  Ray 
Sullivan  later  became  a  court  of  appeal  justice  and  then  a  supreme 
court  justice  And  when  he  closed  his  practice  to  become  a  court  of 
appeal  justice  he  sent  me  about  five  or  six  cases 
Were  these  cats  and  dogs? 

Notheywerent  One  was  particularly  a  good  one  In  1963  it  was 
only  the  biggest  verdict  I  d  ever  gotten  at  that  time  which  was  about 
twenty  four  or  five  thousand  dollars 

But  yes  we  thought  we  were  effective  and  we  related  ourselves 
to  Bill  Malone  and  we  would  meet  with  him  regularly  for  lunch 
because  it  was  the  Malone  forces  which  still  controlled  the  Democratic 
County  Committee  agamst  the  insurgent  rising  Burton  forces 
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1960  was  [U  S  President]  John  F  Kennedy  and  I  ve  forgotten 
who  first  -  oh  I  do  know  It  was  Ron  Pelosi  who  first  drew  me  to  that 
campaign  Ron  Pelosi  later  became  a  San  Francisco  supervisor 
He  is  the  father  of  [U  S  Congresswoman]  Nancy  Pelosi9 
He  is  the  brother  in  law  of  Nancy  Pelosi  His  younger  brother  Paul 
[Pelosi]  married  Nancy  D  Alesandro  Pelosi  She  was  a  D  Alesandro 
girl  from  Baltimore  Her  father  and  brother  were  mayors  of  Baltimore 
at  one  time  or  another 
Currently  she  s  a  congresswoman 

Yes  Ron  was  the  instigator  of  much  of  what  I  did  politically  He  was 
a  stockbroker  but  he  was  constantly  thinking  thinking  thinking  One 
day  he  said  We  ve  got  to  support  John  F  Kennedy  for  President 
And  there  was  [Adlai]  Stevenson  I  ve  forgotten  who  else  was 
running  Stewart  [M  ]  Simmgton 
Lyndon  [B  ]  Johnson 

Lyndon  [B  ]  Johnson  of  course  And  so  I  said  All  right  and  that  s 
how  we  got  into  the  Kennedy  campaign  -  and  Jim  Thacher  Jim 
Thacher  was  chairman  or  co  chairman  - 1  m  reaching  back  I  know  he 
was  co  chairman  of  Jack  Shelley  s  campaign  for  mayor  when  Ron  and 
I  were  co  chairs  of  the  Speaker  s  Committee  But  we  became 
involved  in  the  county  campaign  and  then  Jack  Ertola  went  into  it 
Jack  Casey  went  into  it  Jack  Casey  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the 
County  Committee  fight  and  they  were  fights  And  Leo  of  course 
was  identified  with  Gene  McAteer  who  had  a  heck  of  a  relationship 
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with  Jack  Kennedy  They  were  both  Navy  men  World  War  II  and 
they  both  had  I  think  bad  backs  or  something  like  that 
I  understand  McAteer  was  very  solidly  in  office  and  probably  could 
have  held  that  unless  he  blundered  in  some  way  forever 
Yes  I  m  trying  to  think  of  when  I  met  him  I  must  have  met  him  in 
58  at  a  California  Democratic  Council  [CDC]  meeting  That  was 
Charlie  O  Bnen  s  entree  By  58  Charlie  O  Bnen  was  treasurer  of 
CDC  which  of  course  was  primarily  a  Cranston  operation 
Right 

The  Tipplers  belonged  to  CDC  and  I  went  to  a  convention  m  Fresno  I 
remember  That  s  when  I  met  McAteer  He  was  not  a  CDC  type  but 
he  was  there  kidding  everybody  I  never  really  got  to  know  him  well 
He  died  of  a  heart  attack  July  of  1967 
Playing  tennis  or  something 

No  he  was  playing  handball  at  the  Olympic  Club  downtown  But  he 
would  have  been  elected  mayor  easily  -  easily  He  almost  ran  for 
mayor  in  1963,  and  supposedly  it  was  Jack  Kennedy  who  persuaded 
him  not  to  on  the  grounds  that  Jack  Shelley  was  entitled  to  it  Jack 
Shelley  had  been  in  Congress  for  fourteen  years  and  wanted  to  come 
home  [He]  had  two  young  children  et  cetera  He  held  Gene  McAteer 
off  from  running  in  63  because  Gene  McAteer  probably  if  it  had 
ever  come  to  that  would  have  beaten  Shelley  for  mayor 

Oh  yes  he  was  tremendously  popular  quite  a  presence  He  had 
everything  He  was  a  poor  kid  went  to  Mission  High  School  then  the 
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University  of  California  football  starting  guard  [He]  mamed  a 
beautiful  woman  he  met  at  Mission  High  School  -  Frances  -  and  had 
three  sons  A  successful  businessman  -  they  had  Tarantino  s 
Restaurant  -  and  then  went  to  law  school  at  night  He  was  called  back 
in  the  Navy  He  was  on  the  ship  of  staff  of  NATO  I  think,  in  Pans  for 
a  year  after  Korea  started  [He]  got  a  law  degree  He  never  took  the 
bar  exam  either  He  got  admitted  the  same  way  I  got  admitted  in  New 
York  State  He  didn  t  have  to  due  to  going  into  the  service  before  the 
exam  was  given  He  never  practiced  law  but  he  was  successful  in  all 
ways 

So  m  1960  I  m  in  the  Kennedy  campaign  and  I  did  more  and 
more  I  know  I  was  on  the  Speaker  s  Committee  I  can  t  remember 
who  ran  it  I  was  appointed  chairman  of  getting  out  the  vote  in  San 
Francisco  Mann  and  San  Mateo  and  I  was  successful  I  guess  I 
can  t  remember  what  I  did  I  had  meetings  with  people  I  did  this  and 
that  It  was  fairly  prominent  That  was  the  basis  upon  which  my 
college  class  gave  me  the  first  gold  Pickax  Award  It  was  from  the 
Class  of  1 949  and  it  was  something  along  the  lines  of  A  person  who 
I  m  most  proud  to  say  was  a  classmate  of  mine  at  Dartmouth  when  I 
think  about  it  now 

SENEY  This  is  a  silver  probably  a  card  tray  isn  t  it  for  cards  maybe  to  put 
in9  Not  an  ashtray  certainly 

No  it  s  not  an  ashtray  I  think  it  is  for  cards  Nineteen  sixty  one  was 
the  year  after  the  Kennedy  campaign 
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And  it  s  got  a  beautiful  golden — 

Pick 

Pick  in  it  yes  It  says  Dartmouth  Class  of  49  Pickax  Award 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

Yes 

And  it  s  sterling  silver  I  want  to  add 

So  that  was  the  1960  campaign  And  then  I  must  have  campaigned  for 
some  supervisor  in  1961  I  have  a  notion  that  it  was  Roger  Boas  who 
ran  in  1961  I  was  in  a  campaign  every  year 

So  you  were  acquiring  a  reputation  as  someone  who  was  good  at  this 
Y es  And  I  was  building  a  law  practice 

In  62  I  worked  for  [Lt  Governor]  Glenn  [M  ]  Anderson 
running  for  reelection  as  lieutenant  governor  There  was  a  Syracuse 
connection  to  Glenn  Anderson  His  wife  Lee  had  been  married  to 
Jack  Brody  whose  father  was  a  revered  Orthodox  rabbi  in  Syracuse 
who  had  four  daughters  one  son  The  four  daughters  never  left 
Syracuse  and  they  were  like  that  [gestures]  with  my  mother  The  son 
came  out  of  the  Navy  and  stayed  in  California  and  married  Lee 
Anderson  and  became  active  in  politics  around  Inglewood 
Let  me  just  stop  you  for  a  second  to  pick  up  on  something  that  you 
said  very  quickly  and  that  is  to  build  the  law  practice  Because  you 
could  not  advertise  then 
You  couldn  t  advertise 

Being  active  in  politics  was  the  way  you  got  your  name  out 
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That  was  a  way  but  a  better  way  was  being  active  in  Bar  Association 
activities  because  more  successful  lawyers  would  refer  clients  m  cases 
they  didn  t  want  to  spend  time  on 

So  going  back  to  the  Banister  s  Club  I  was  elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  The  second  time  I  ran  m  1959  The  presidency  changed 
every  six  months  and  I  got  elected  president  m  1960  And  then  in 
1961  I  ran  for  the  State  Conference  of  Bamsters  which  was 
statewide  36  and  under  and  it  s  by  fifteen  distncts  and  there  were 
two  from  San  Francisco  One  seat  was  open  I  ran  against  A1 
Abramson  whose  faction  formed  the  opposing  group  on  the 
Barrister  s  Club  of  San  Francisco  and  I  defeated  A1  in  that  election 
That  had  a  funny  story  about  it  It  was  a  rather  elemental  system 
of  counting  votes  because  they  were  written  ballots  and  maybe 
members  had  about  four  weeks  to  return  them  Each  candidate  could 
have  two  observers  at  the  State  Bar  at  the  time  the  ballots  are  counted 
and  he  had  two  people  from  his  firm  His  firm  was  a  very  top 
plaintiffs  personal  injury  firm  -  Hoberg  Finger  Brown  & 

Abramson  -  and  they  had  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Dave  Wilson  who 
was  a  psychiatrist  and  a  lawyer  They  had  another  fellow  by  the  name 
of  Jacques  Adler  I  had  Bill  Hannawalt  and  Joe  Kelly  Joe  Kelly  is  a 
son  in  law  of  Pat  Brown  He  married  Cynthia  Brown  Kelly  Joe  was 
then  - 1  guess  he  had  left  the  Attorney  General  s  Office  or  maybe  he 
was  still  in  it 
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So  they  were  my  observers  and  when  the  ballots  were  counted  I 
had  maybe  374  or  something  A1  had  260  Jacques  Adler  looks  at 
David  Wilson  and  says  Well  we  have  to  call  A1  and  tell  him 
Dave  Wilson  says  Well  you  call  him 
And  Jacques  Adler  says  No  you  re  a  psychiatrist  You  know 
how  to  do  these  things  You  call  him 

So  Dave  Wilson  picks  up  the  phone  and  says  Al? 

He  says  Yes 

This  is  Dave  How  does  it  feel  to  be  out  of  politics'? 

[Laughter  ] 

I  love  that  story  It  was  told  to  me  later 
So  I  was  on  that  and  I  was  elected  president  Pete  McCloskey 
was  president  when  I  joined  The  next  year  was  a  fellow  by  the  name 
of  Ed  Taylor  from  San  Bernardino  County  who  s  now  dead  And  then 
I  succeeded  Ed  Taylor  So  I  was  president  of  the  State  Conference  of 
Bamsters 

In  the  meantime  I  d  become  active  in  the  Young  Lawyers 
Section  of  the  American  Bar  Association  [ABA]  The  ABA 
convention  came  to  San  Francisco  m  1962  In  1961  to  prepare  for  it  I 
went  to  the  convention  m  St  Louis  I  don  t  thmk  I  even  joined  the 
ABA  until  about  1960  or  1959  I  did  so  because  I  was  designated  or  I 
designated  myself  as  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  Young 
Lawyers  Section  part  of  the  ABA  meeting  and  I  had  to  see  what  an 
ABA  convention  was  So  I  went  in  1961  I  know  I  went  with  Ed 
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Kallgren  who  later  was  a  partner  at  Brobeck  Phleger  &  Hamson  and 
then  a  city  councilman  in  Berkeley 

In  62  the  convention  was  here  [in  San  Francisco]  They  had  a 
contested  election  for  the  president  or  chairman  of  the  Young  Lawyers 
Association  Jim  Stoner  from  Washington  D  C  against  Wayne 
Millsaps  of  St  Louis  I  threw  in  with  the  Washington  gang  people 
like  Walter  Sheble  and  John  Nolan  who  was  one  of  [Robert  F  ]  Bobby 
Kennedy  s  four  representatives  after  the  Bay  of  Pigs  in  Cuba  an 
Annapolis  graduate  partner  at  Steptoe  &  Johnson  There  were  others 
too  Timothy  May  We  re  all  in  the  Kennedy  campaign  I  hadn  t 
known  any  of  them  but  we  became  friends  at  the  Young  Lawyers 
Section  It  was  again  an  elemental  type  of  campaign  because  the 
more  people  you  could  register  they  were  all  eligible  to  vote  Well  I 
had  all  the  lawyers  in  San  Francisco  I  d  call  them  up  and  say  Just 
come  over  Sign  a  card  and  you  can  vote 

So  Walter  Sheble  to  this  day  -  he  was  the  campaign  manager  for 
Jim  Stoner  Jim  has  died  unfortunately  Walter  s  alive  living  on 
Martha  s  Vineyard  most  of  the  year  Walter  thought  that  was  an 
impressive  show  of  power  I  delivered  those  votes  Jim  Stoner  was 
elected  president 

And  then  I  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  House  of  Delegates 
Or  I  was  the  delegate  I  think  I  think  we  had  only  one  from  the  Young 
Lawyers  Section  So  I  would  go  to  those  ABA  meetings  -  there  were 
two  a  year  mid  winter  and  then  the  regular  one  in  August  or  July  - 
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gee  all  through  65  into  66  I  suppose  And  then  I  was  on  the  Legal 
Aid  Society  Board  of  Directors  There  was  a  second  lawyers 
association  in  San  Francisco  called  the  Lawyers  Club  formed  mostly 
by  sole  practitioners  who  resented  the  influence  of  the  larger  firms  on 
the  Bar  Association  of  San  Francisco  I  went  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Lawyers  Club  So  I  was  active  primarily  in  that 

I  had  a  client  A  woman  was  referred  somehow  nice  woman 
Florette  Pomeroy  who  was  executive  director  of  the  United  Crusade 
She  had  bought  a  restaurant  in  Sausalito  [It]  wasn  t  successful  It 
involved  a  suit  against  her  Maybe  she  was  suing  or  considering 
bankruptcy  I  don  t  remember  But  she  liked  me  and  she  asked  me  if 
I  would  be  on  a  committee  of  the  United  Crusade  a  budget  study 
committee  It  s  like  a  budget  review  And  I  said  Yes  So  she 
assigned  me  the  one  on  Family  and  Children  s  Agencies  [I]  started 
going  to  places  like  Edgewood  which  was  then  the  Protestant 
orphans  home  St  Vincent  s  Boys  Home  up  in  San  Rafael  Aid  to 
Retarded  Children  was  a  part  of  it  The  International  Institute  was  part 
of  it 

These  were  all  things  funded  by  the  Crusade  committee 
Exactly  So  I  did  that  for  three  years  You  d  make  onsite  visits  and 
then  you  d  make  recommendations  to  the  full  budget  committee  And 
then  a  couple  of  those  agencies,  looking  for  people  on  the  board  of 
directors  asked  me  One  was  Aid  to  Retarded  Children  the  other  was 
International  Institute  I  became  eventually  president  of  the  board  of 
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Aid  to  Retarded  Children  along  about  1967  International  Institute  I 
was  vice  president  I  was  also  doing  that  After  Reagan  became 
governor  he  had  the  policy  of  reducing  the  population  in  the  hospitals 
both  the  mental  hospitals  and  ones  for  the  retarded  children  now 
called  developmentally  disabled  [I]  filed  a  couple  of  lawsuits  over 
that  One  was  over  releasing  a  report  Another  was  over  some  other 
aspect  I  won  both  of  them  pro  bono  publico 

I  was  also  on  a  court  panel  for  appointed  counsel  I  represented 
pro  bono  publico  a  murderer  on  death  row  [I]  succeeded  in  reversing 
the  conviction  and  havmg  it  reduced  to  second  degree  murder  on  the 
diminished  capacity  defense  This  was  before  [Supervisor]  Dan 
White 

His  name  was  Robert  Nicolaus  He  was  in  San  Quentin  on  death  row 
and  then  he  came  off  We  corresponded  Years  later  this  was  in 
1986  he  was  released  He  had  been  convicted  of  killing  his  three 
children  Because  his  wife  and  he  were  divorcing  she  would  have 
custody  of  the  children  and  m  his  demented  mind  that  was  an 
experience  that  he  wouldn  t  countenance  So  he  took  them  to  a  field  in 
Sacramento  got  them  into  the  trunk  of  the  car  under  some  pretense 
and  shot  them  all  dead  That  was  about  1 963  or  64  He  comes  out  of 
prison  1986  What  does  he  do?  He  gets  back  to  Sacramento  shoots 
and  kills  the  wife 

Good  heavens  Waiting  all  that  time  no  doubt 
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And  that  was  the  year  I  was  running  for  the  Senate  I  get  called  by 
KCBS  Anyway  I  was  appointed  counsel  so  I  was  doing  a  good  deal 
I  kind  of  became  less  active  in  the  Bar  after  1967  or  68  and 
again  in  every  campaign  there  was  something  happening  Nineteen 
sixty  two  was  Glen  Anderson  Sixty  three  was  Jack  Shelley  for 
mayor  That  was  a  milestone  Again  it  was  Ron  Pelosi  because  it 
was  McAteer  and  Shelley  and  Ron  Pelosi  came  to  me  and  he  said 
We  ve  got  to  back  Shelley  And  I  can  t  remember  what  he  said  if 
anything  about  Leo  because  of  course  Leo  would  be  for  -  no  I 
know  what  happened  Leo  was  running  for  the  board  of  supervisors 
That  s  why  it  wasn  t  quite  pertinent  until  later 
He  was  running  for  McAteer  s  seat  No?  Not  yet*? 

He  ran  for  the  board  of  supervisors  and  George  Moscone  ran  for  the 
board  of  supervisors  When  did  I  meet  George  Moscone9  1 11  get  back 
to  the  63  I  met  George  Moscone  about  1958  as  a  lawyer  I  never 
met  him  in  politics  Or  maybe  59  I  knew  him  as  a  lawyer  He 
practiced  with  Charlie  Morgan  he  was  the  same  age  as  I  trying  the 
same  kind  of  cases  Witty  personable  guy  interested  in  athletics  just 
like  I  was  Probably  the  only  difference  he  was  married  and  I  wasn  t 
at  the  time  But  I  d  see  him  downtown  Then  in  1960  he  runs  for  the 
Assembly  against  [Assemblyman]  Milton  Marks  This  is  one  of  the 
great  stones  That  was  puzzling  Why  would  you  do  that9  That  s  a 
race  you  can  t  win 
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Now  to  the  Italians  in  our  group  of  five  -  don  t  forget  our  five  - 
that  was  particularly  puzzling  to  Mr  Ertola  and  Mr  Pelosi  So  Ron 
Pelosi  was  delegated  and  designated  as  the  person  to  talk  to  George  to 
try  to  figure  out  what  he  thought  he  was  doing  running  in  this 
impossible  race  against  Milton  Marks  He  meets  with  him  and 
George  Moscone  says  he  really  wants  to  be  a  judge  and  he  figures 
he  11  build  credits  with  the  party  for  having  made  this  run  So  all  right 
it  sounded  plausible  to  me  because  I  knew  him  as  a  lawyer 

I  saw  him  around  in  1960  He  worked  hard  I  can  remember  still 
the  image  of  George  -  well  let  me  see  that  was  m  63  when  I  saw 
him  I  was  still  living  over  on  Washington  Street  But  I  could  tell  that 
he  seemed  to  be  more  liberal  than  I  was  and  it  was  puzzling  and  he 
seemed  to  be  associated  with  the  Burtons  with  Phil  Burton  and  the 
gang  he  had  around  him  I  didn  t  know  old  San  Francisco  high 
school/college  history  then  as  you  learn  as  the  years  go  by  But  that 
was  apparently  always  George  s  predilection  In  fact  his  father  was 
evidently  an  alcoholic  and  his  mother  was  widowed  at  a  young  age 
So  he  didn  t  come  from  an  advantageous  economic  circumstance  and 
I  guess  that  s  where  his  natural  sympathies  were  Of  course  he  made 
his  name  as  a  basketball  scholarship  player  at  the  College  of  Pacific 
Anyway  to  get  back  to  63  George  Moscone  was  running  for 
the  board  of  supervisors  There  s  one  other  episode  In  1962  there 
was  a  major  fight  By  that  time  the  lines  between  George  Moscone 
and  the  rest  of  us  were  drawn  because  there  was  a  major  fight  for  the 
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chairmanship  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  The  chairman 
had  been  Emmett  Haggerty  a  lawyer  Emmett  Haggerty  would  assay 
a  race  now  and  then  but  he  was  kind  of  a  good  time  fellow  who  had 
an  Irish  tenor  voice  and  he  was  famous  for  bemg  around  a  bar  or 
someplace  and  singing  and  it  was  a  device  to  also  attract  clients 

How  do  I  know  this?  Because  there  s  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of 
Gil  Pavlesky  who  I  think  came  out  of  Bolt  but  I  knew  Gil  He  was 
with  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  or  the  Antitrust  Division  of 
Justice  here  When  Gil  came  out  of  law  school  Emmett  hired  him 
and  Gil  could  play  the  piano  He  told  me  how  he  would  travel  around 
town  at  night  with  Emmett  and  he  d  play  the  piano  and  Emmett 
would  sing 

I  saw  Emmett  appear  at  a  CDC  [California  Democratic  Council] 
meeting  and  he  was  in  a  hostile  crowd  because  they  re  liberal  —  he 
came  from  the  conservative  wing  of  the  Democratic  Party  -  and  he  d 
say  Well  I  m  here  because  I  want  to  know  you  and  I  want  you  to 
get  to  know  me  I  want  to  get  to  know  you  and  then  he  d  launch 
into  [sings]  Getting  to  know  you  What?  [Laughter  ]  Of  course  my 
standards  then  were  very  high  and  I  said  to  myself  This  clown  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Party'?  [Laughter  ]  Well  for  whatever  reason  he 
was  not  the  candidate  for  reelection  Maybe  he  hadn  t  gotten  reelected 
to  the  County  Committee 

So  our  candidate  was  a  lawyer  by  the  name  of  Don  King  who  by 
that  time  had  been  added  to  our  group  of  five  Also  added  was  a 
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fellow  by  the  name  of  John  Francis  Foran  who  was  a  friend  of  Leo 
McCarthy  and  whom  I  d  never  seen  before  who  had  been  in  the 
Attorney  General  s  Office  left  and  had  come  home  And  also  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Steve  Leonoudakis  who  was  a  lawyer  He 
came  in  and  the  group  kind  of  expanded  At  least  by  that  time  Don 
King  was  a  part  of  it  and  John  Foran  was  Don  King  who  s  about  six 
four  later  became  a  superior  court  judge  and  then  a  court  of  appeal 
justice  [He]  went  to  Lincoln  High  School  He  was  a  basketball 
player  [He]  went  to  Auburn  [University]  on  a  basketball  scholarship 
[He]  had  a  law  practice  with  John  Sullivan  on  West  Portal  a  small 
practice  like  mine  But  he  was  the  candidate  [of  our  faction  for 
County  Committee  faction]4 
[End  of  Tape  5  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  5  Side  B] 

KOPP  For  the  Burton  faction  [the  candidate]  was  George  Moscone  And  the 

meeting  was  held  and  I  can  see  it  now  on  the  second  floor  of  City 
Hall  m  a  committee  room  on  the  northeast  side  It  was  used  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission  and  the  Civil  Service  Commission  for  its 
meetmgs  and  that  was  a  raging  fight 

A  good  deal  of  the  campaign  was  formulated  at  number  10 
Sanchez  a  bar  on  Sanchez  right  near  -  well  it  s  in  the  Duboce 
Triangle  run  by  John  Monaghan  and  it  was  a  place  where  every 
politician  came  to  pay  homage  and  to  gossip  Even  Phil  Burton  Phil 

4  Clarification  added  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Burton  who  drank  as  you  know  considerably  would  be  there  often 
Often 

But  that  campaign  was  the  old  Democratic  Irish  machine  and  the 
stones  were  told  that  to  get  a  candidate  with  a  good  Insh  name 
sometimes  they  d  knock  on  somebody  s  door  Let  s  say  it  was 
O  Malley  s  door  O  Malley  would  come  to  the  door  and  they  d  say 
0  Malley  we  want  you  to  run  for  the  County  Committee  and  if  he 
said  What  s  that9  they  said  Forget  it  They  went  to  the  next  one 
They  didn  t  want  anybody  asking  questions  [Laughter  ]  If  O  Malley 
said  Okay  then  he  was  the  candidate  Qualify  him  and  put  him  on 
the  ballot 
Oh  that  s  great 

This  was  a  raging  fight  What  a  night  that  was  I  remember  it  There 
was  a  black  guy  by  the  name  of  Herman  Griffin  who  should  have  been 
with  the  Burtons  and  I  think  our  forces  had  bought  him  off  I  wasn  t 
privy  to  all  of  this  They  bought  him  off  and  they  had  the  votes  to 
elect  Don  King  I  can  remember  it  I  m  standing  in  the  back  of  the 
room  - 1  m  not  on  the  County  Committee  -  with  Jack  Casey  and 
George  Moscone  gets  up  from  wherever  he  was  sitting  and  gets  ready 
to  go  out  and  I  said  Geez  what  can  we  do  here9  Anything  we  can 
do9  So  Casey  says  to  me  Yeah  you  can  follow  him  to  the  men  s 
room  Which  I  do  I  go  in  the  men  s  room  and  who  s  in  the  men  s 
room  but  Herman  Griffin  George  is  there  already  and  he  sees  me  and 
he  just  says  Hi  Q  or  Hi  Quentm  whatever  and  I  go  to  a  stall 
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and  he  is  pleading  with  Herman  Griffin  Don  t  hurt  me  man  Don  t 
hurt  me  man  Pleading  with  him  Now  I  see  why  Casey  has  sent  me 
to  the  men  s  room  But  George  was  oblivious  of  my  presence  And 
sure  enough  when  they  called  the  roll  Herman  Griffin  votes  for  Don 
King 

Bob  Burton  who  was  the  middle  brother  -  well  I  like  Bob  the 
best  of  the  three  of  them  and  I  endorsed  him  once  or  twice  when  he 
ran  for  the  Community  College  Board  But  he  was  then  in  those  days 
out  of  control  He  drank  and  he  played  bridge  Smart  And  a  heck  of 
a  bridge  player  He  played  bridge  in  the  back  of  Monaghan  s  Saloon 
No  1 0  Sanchez  and  he  was  a  teacher  at  San  Quentin  I II  never  forget 
him  saying  Herman  some  of  the  boys  are  going  to  cut  your  nuts  off 
Or  I  m  going  to  get  some  of  the  boys  to  cut  your  nuts  off 

That  s  how  heated  that  election  was,  and  George  was  defeated 
for  County  Committee  So  then  you  knew  the  lmes  were  drawn 

So  in  63  George  was  running  for  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
George  and  I  were  friendly  cordial  to  each  other  I  still  thought  of 
him  as  just  a  lawyer  like  I  a  plaintiffs  lawyer  young  guy  And  Leo 
McCarthy  ran  for  the  board  of  supervisors  So  Ron  Pelosi  Ronald 
Victor  Pelosi  was  always  thinking  ahead  of  me  He  says  We  re 
going  to  throw  m  with  Shelley  I  didn  t  know  Shelley  but 
superficially  I  said  All  right  and  we  did  Jim  Thacher  and  Jack 
Milliard  were  the  co  chairman  Thacher  was  the  Democrat  Milliard 
the  Republican  Milliard  s  brother  was  [U  S  Congressman]  Bill 
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Milliard  II  congressman  from  San  Francisco  and  of  course  m 
Washington  he  and  Shelley  are  like  that  [gestures]  There  wasn  t  the 
kind  of  division  that  there  apparently  is  today  Ron  and  I  were  co 
chairmen  of  the  Speaker  s  Committee  and  we  went  around  town  In 
those  days  you  could  have  surrogates  speaking  for  you  Today  you 
can  t  do  it  By  the  time  I  ran  in  71  people  were  demanding  that  you 
be  there  But  in  those  days  to  have  the  mayoral  candidate  or  the 
congressman  it  was  kind  of  a  mystique  Besides  that  Jack  was  not  a 
rabid  campaigner  I  can  t  tell  you  how  old  he  was  then  but  he  hit  the 
sauce  pretty  good  and  campaigning  takes  stamina  which  I  found  out 
I  made  a  mistake  when  I  ran  for  mayor  because  I  was  drinking  too 
much  You  can  t  drink  You  have  to  have  all  your  energy  your 
stamina  So  there  was  plenty  of  opportunity  for  us  to  speak  in  his 
behalf  and  we  did  and  Shelley  got  elected 

Now  I  m  looking  so  is  Pelosi  as  to  what  we  re  going  to  be 
appointed  to  There  s  seven  members  on  the  board  of  education  At 
that  time  the  members  were  appointed  by  the  mayor  It  was  John  [J  ] 
Barbagelata  and  I  who  fostered  the  charter  amendment  which  made  it 
elective,  and  maybe  that  s  one  move  I  d  like  to  have  back  now 
Maybe  I  don  t  know 

Anyway  the  tradition  was  three  Catholics  two  Protestants  two 
Jews  There  was  at  least  one  vacancy  for  a  Jew  Sam  Lidar  had  been 
on  it  He  was  a  lawyer  and  he  d  been  appointed  by  George 
Christopher  but  there  was  another  opening  I  ve  forgotten  who  it  was 
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Under  the  charter  the  mayor  is  sworn  m  supervisors  too  on  January 
8th  That  s  in  the  charter  So  it  s  after  the  first  of  January  and  I  m  in 
my  office  working  I  think  on  a  Saturday  and  I  get  a  call  from  John 
Riordan  John  Riordan  was  and  is  a  lawyer  But  he  was  Shelley  s 
chief  of  staff  in  Washington  during  those  years  I  had  helped  John  out 
He  had  made  a  mistake  with  some  wealthy  constituent  of  Shelley  s 
with  respect  to  some  Filipino  immigrant  and  naturalization  Shelly  was 
annoyed  and  I  pulled  John  Riordan  s  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  by 
taking  on  the  case  and  suing  in  U  S  District  Court  and  winning  John 
Riordan  calls  me  and  he  says  The  mayor  wants  to  appoint  you  to  the 
board  of  education  I  was  in  seventh  heaven  I  came  home  I  told  my 
ex  wife  I  said  Wait  until  you  hear  this  The  Board  of  Education 
We  had  two  children  No  we  didn  t  have  any  children  This  was 
January  64  [Our]  first  son  wasn  t  bom  until  October  We  didn  t 
have  any  but  we  knew  we  would  Board  of  Education  boy  oh  boy 
So  it  was  the  Jewish  seat  and  the  organized  Jewish  community 
wouldn  t  approve  or  accept  me  because  I  quote  wasn  t  Jewish 
enough  which  meant  I  was  not  active  in  Jewish  affairs  The  most  I 
could  show  was  membership  in  the  Amencan  Jewish  Congress  I 
might  have  had  some  superfluous  title  one  of  the  five  vice  presidents 
or  somethmg  I  m  pretty  sure  I  belonged  to  B  nai  B  nth  That  s  a 
good  Leo  McCarthy  story  too  But  I  was  not  accepted  and  so  there 
began  a  campaign  to  appoint  Reynolds  Colvin  who  was  a  lawyer 
older  than  I  -  he  s  now  dead  -  but  he  was  active  in  many  Jewish 
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organizations  I  wasn  t  appointed  and  was  I  ever  bitter  I  belonged  to 
Temple  Emmanu  El  at  the  time  because  I  d  been  brought  up  in  a 
reform  synagogue  in  Syracuse  Temple  Society  of  Concord  My 
father  who  had  studied  to  be  a  rabbi  and  was  on  the  course  to  be  a 
rabbi  before  he  left  for  America  had  turned  away  from  religion  and 
he  only  paid  dues  in  the  synagogue  because  it  was  part  of  my  mother  s 
persona  in  the  community  She  d  been  brought  up  Orthodox  too  but 
the  reform  synagogue  was  the  place  to  be 
Was  there  even  an  Orthodox  synagogue  in  there? 

Oh  sure  In  Syracuse  there  were  three  or  four  of  them  They  were  all 
in  the  ward  and  they  were  small  and  they  were  cramped  The 
Temple  Society  of  Concord  was  founded  in  1 839  by  German  Jews  It 
had  that  German  Jewish  establishment  feel  to  it  There  were  names 
like  Oberdoerfer  and  Weisberg  and  Frensdorf  and  Holstein  I  ve 
forgotten  some  of  the  other  names  that  were  a  part  of  it  But  anyway 
that  s  what  it  was 

So  I  joined  Emmanu  El  when  I  came  to  San  Francisco  Rabbi 
Alvin  Fine  was  a  kind  of  boy  prodigy  He  was  probably  in  his  40  s 
then  He  died  too  young  But  anyway  I  was  so  bitter  I  even 
telephoned  him  and  said  Rabbi  I  want  you  to  explain  this  to  me 
because  I  find  it  difficult  as  a  Jew  to  accept  that  people  would  declaim 
that  I  m  not  in  effect  Jewish  enough  to  fill  that  seat  That  hurt  me 
I  m  sure  it  did 
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So  then  later  I  don  t  know,  Shelley  appointed  me  to  the  precursor  of 
the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  BATS  was  the 
acronym  and  that  is  a  suitable  acronym  Bay  Area  Transportation 
Study  Committee  Thacher  was  the  lawyer  for  it  Thacher  thought  he 
was  going  to  get  some  real  business  out  of  BATS  [Laughter  ] 
Whenever  we  re  together  -  or  not  whenever  -  but  sometimes  we  11 
bring  up  BATS  and  Jimmy  who  s  like  an  Abe  Lincoln  type  he  gets 
that  smile  on  his  face 

So  I  was  on  that  about  twelve  months  and  I  guess  as  it  s 
somewhat  characteristic  I  had  enough  of  it  It  was  boring  And 
whatever  Shelley  did  Shelley  did  a  couple  of  things  so  I  announced 
my  resignation  to  the  press  saying  I  didn  t  want  to  be  a  part  of  this 
administration  anymore  That  was  about  65 

That  must  have  been  your  first  sort  of  taste  of  transportation  questions 
and  politics  in  the  Bay  Area 

Yes  it  was  And  it  was  the  first  public  agency  I  was  appointed  to 

So  that  was  the  63  campaign  and  then  we  roll  around  to  64 
which  was  an  exciting  year  Well  we  re  in  64  now  Shelley  s  mayor 

I  had  met  in  1958  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Andy  Hatcher  Andy 
Hatcher  was  black  and  he  was  campaigning  for  [U  S  Senator]  Clair 
Engle  running  for  the  United  States  Senate  a  member  of  Congress 
from  Shasta  County 
It  was  far  north  yes 
Tehama  or  Shasta 
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I  met  Andy  Hatcher  Andy  Hatcher  at  that  time  was  a  bailiff  in 
the  United  States  District  Court  I  m  trying  to  think  of  who  he  was 
bailiff  [U  S  District  Court  Judge]  Ollie  Carter  Oliver  Carter 
Oliver  Carter  was  a  Truman  appointee  and  a  nice  man  Nice  man 
Take  him  forever  to  conduct  a  trial  but  just  a  nice  man  He  d  been  a 
part  of  the  Democratic  apparatus  in  the  40s  and  probably  going  back 
to  the  30s  and  the  50s  Helen  Gahagan  Douglas  -  those  years 

Andy  and  I  stayed  in  touch  We  might  have  lunch  once  a  year  or 
every  six  months 

When  Kennedy  got  elected  he  made  Pierre  Salinger  his  press 
secretary  Pierre  Salinger  had  left  San  Francisco  and  the  Chronicle 
and  gone  to  Washmgton  and  gone  to  work  for  the  Senate  committee 
which  Kennedy  chaired  What  was  it?  Governmental  Operations? 

The  investigating  committee  on  the  mob  Bobby  was  what  counsel  to 
it  or  assistant  counsel  It  really  I  think  was  the  successor  to  [U  S 
Senator  John]  McClellan  s  committee  So  that  s  how  Jack  Kennedy 
knew  Pierre  Salinger  and  this  comes  back  to  Goldstein  Bobby 
Kennedy  and  Salinger  would  go  up  to  Manhattan  They  d  pick  the 
brains  in  Frank  Hogan  s  office  in  the  DA  s  office  Bobby  Kennedy 
picked  A1  Goldstein  s  brains  Goldstein  met  Bobby  Kennedy  and 
they  worked  together  Jack  Kennedy  gets  elected  He  appoints  Pierre 
Salmger  as  press  secretary  and  Andy  Hatcher  the  assistant  press 
secretary  Bobby  Kennedy  s  the  attorney  general  Jack  Kennedy  is 
assassinated  and  my  then  wife  and  I  were  in  Chico  that  morning  and 
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were  flown  back  to  San  Francisco  in  a  private  plane  owned  by  a 
lawyer  up  there  Chuck  Skow  who  was  representing  that  district  on 
the  Conference  of  Barristers  because  we  had  a  Conference  of 
Barristers  two  day  meeting  at  the  Mills  Tower  Building  where  the  San 
Francisco  Bar  Association  was  And  that  was  of  course  a  painful 
three  four  five  days  for  all  of  us 

But  in  any  event  in  March,  in  the  early  part  of  1964  Stanley 
Mosk  had  decided  he  was  running  for  the  U  S  Senate  because  Clair 
Engle  had  an  incurable  condition 
SENEY  A  brain  tumor  I  think  it  was 

KOPP  Yes  I  think  it  was  diagnosed  as  brain  tumor  and  it  was  known  he 

wouldn  t  run  Cranston  also  intended  to  run  That  was  between 
Stanley  Mosk  and  Cranston  Even  though  I  had  no  contact  with 
Stanley  as  attorney  general  because  Charlie  O  Bnen  had  poisoned  the 
well  as  between  the  two  of  them  I  would  have  voted  for  Mosk  I 
didn  t  have  any  contact  with  anybody  in  the  campaign  but  then  Mosk 
withdrew 

Now  what  I  say  is  hearsay  to  be  sure  although  it  s  been  reported 
in  that  L  A  Weekly  What  apparently  happened  and  Stanley  of 
course  would  deny  this  and  Richard  Mosk  his  son  who  s  a  good 
man  would  deny  it  too  for  obvious  reasons  and  maybe  we  don  t  want 
this  part  of  what  s  available  to  the  public  but  what  happened  was 
Stanley  had  a  girlfriend  In  fact  he  would  go  downstairs  to  the  State 
Building  and  use  the  pay  telephone  to  call  her  I  guess  And  Cranston 
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who  we  then  dubbed  the  photographer  for  reasons  which  will  be 
understandable  had  pictures  of  him  and  her  either  at  the  airport 
leaving  for  Mexico  or  something  along  those  lines  [He]  laid  them  out 
for  Stanley  and  Stanley  withdrew 
SENEY  I  ve  heard  that  story 

KOPP  And  that  story  got  around  so  we  knew  it  by  the  first  week  in  March 

We  didn  t  like  Cranston  at  all  people  like  me  On  a  Friday  afternoon 
I  m  downtown  on  Montgomery  Street  and  I  m  walking  back  to 
California  walking  north  and  then  I  m  going  to  turn  right  go  down  to 
35 1  California  and  I  encountered  Dick  Dunn  Who  s  Dick  Dunn*? 

Dick  Dunn  was  Class  of  5 1  at  Harvard  Law  School  and  he  was 
a  year  ahead  of  me  At  that  time  at  Harvard  Law  School  there  were 
two  eating/social  clubs  One  was  for  the  real  Ivy  Leaguers  -  Harvard 
Yale  Pnnceton  You  might  find  an  occasional  Stanford  man  come  in 
and  an  occasional  Dartmouth  man  The  other  was  called  the  Chancery 
Club  That  was  for  Dartmouth  guys  It  was  for  guys  from  the  state 
universities  guys  from  Cal  from  UCLA  [University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles]  and  all  that  Fordham  Notre  Dame  Dick  Dunn  was  a 
Yaley  but  he  was  in  Chancery  He  was  in  charge  of  the  Rushing 
Committee 

My  first  year  my  two  housemates  Bill  Hartwig  and  John 
Steams  start  going  over  to  the  Chancery  Club  And  I  guess  we  went 
through  some  kind  of  a  rushing  procedure  where  you  d  go  over  and 
they  d  talk  to  you  I  don  t  get  a  bid  and  I  m  crushed  Geez  what  s 
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wrong  with  me?  Do  I  have  a  hole  m  my  forehead  or  something?  Dick 
Dunn  had  misplaced  and  left  in  a  desk  drawer  way  in  the  back  my  bid 
and  about  two  months  later  say  along  about  November  I  get  the  bid 
That  was  Dick  Dunn  [Laughter  ] 

I  hadn  t  seen  Dick  Dunn  since  1951  until  I  moved  to  San 
Francisco  He  practiced  in  Dallas  for  a  couple  of  years  but  then  he 
went  with  Scudder  Stevens  I  think  managing  money  He  lives  oh 
about  ten  to  Fifteen  blocks  from  here  I  had  never  seen  Dick 
particularly  active  politically  but  I  guess  he  had  been  and  he  d  become 
a  friend  of  Leo  s  He  s  walking  down  the  street  with  a  petition 
I  say  to  him  What  s  this? 

Pierre  Salinger  s  just  flew  into  town  He  s  going  to  run  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  Senate 

I  said  You  re  kidding1  Give  me  that  You  needed  thirty 
names  to  qualify  [I]  signed  it 

I  had  a  telephone  call  from  Andy  Hatcher  when  I  got  back  to  the 
office  He  said  We  re  up  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  We  ve  got  Ben 
Swig  s  suite  or  something  and  he  says  Come  on  up  We  11  be  here 
tonight  I  want  to  talk  to  you  and  see  you 

I  said  Gee  terrific  Andy  Great  to  hear  your  voice  We  11  be 

there 

I  go  home,  I  tell  my  then  wife  and  I  said  Come  on,  we  ve  got 
to  go  down  to  this  thing  No  children  then  We  lived  in  North  Beach 
We  lived  at  91 8  Greenwich  Street  so  it  was  very  close  to  my  law 
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office  So  we  drive  over  to  the  Fairmont  and  we  get  up  there  In  the 
meantime  Salinger  had  apparently  called  Goldstein  Maybe  he  hadn  t 
I  don  t  think  he  had  No  he  hadn  t  because  Goldstein  wasn  t  there 
So  people  are  there  having  a  drink  talking  about  this  this  excitement 
I  meet  Salinger  for  the  first  time  and  Salinger  says  I  guess  you  re 
going  to  be  our  lawyers  And  I  m  trying  to  figure  it  out  but  I  said 
Sure  whatever  you  need  I  think  there  was  some  talk  about  there 
might  be  a  problem  with  getting  on  the  ballot  because  he  s  registered 
to  vote  as  a  Democrat  in  Falls  Church  Virginia 

So  we  have  a  good  time  at  the  party  we  go  home  The  next 
morning  as  was  the  case  usually,  I  go  down  to  the  law  office  because 
I  was  a  hard  worker  I  d  work  six  sometimes  seven  days  a  week  I 
think  Goldstein  came  m  He  lived  in  San  Anselmo  I  m  not  sure  if  he 
came  m  or  not  Or  maybe  I  called  him  on  the  phone  I  told  him  what 
had  happened  last  night  and  yesterday  I  get  a  call  from  somebody 
who  says  I  m  [so  and  so]  New  York  Times  I  understand  you  re 
representing  Mr  Salinger 
I  said  Uh  huh 

She  starts  asking  me  Well  what  are  the  legal  points  involved1? 

I  gave  her  an  answer  because  I  could  figure  out  that  the  [California] 
secretary  of  state  our  old  friend  Frank  Jordan  won  t  allow  Pierre  on 
the  ballot  He  hasn  t  been  a  registered  Democrat  for  whatever  period 
of  time  I  think  it  was  a  year  in  those  days  So  that  s  how  we  got  in 
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Well  1 11  tell  you  that  began  seven  of  the  most  exciting  days  of 
my  then  life 

The  registrar  of  voters  was  Charlie  Rogers  and  Charlie  was 
under  the  guidance  of  Jordan  and  wouldn  t  accept  the  papers  so  we 
had  to  file  a  suit  It  s  called  an  extraordinary  remedy  It  can  be  filed 
in  the  California  Supreme  Court  You  don  t  have  to  go  up  through  the 
superior  court  and  the  court  of  appeal  We  began  working  -  we  being 
Goldstein  and  the  third  partner  Dave  Skinner  -  and  we  had  my 
secretary  come  in  Peggy  Ikezoe  who  was  just  the  best  and  we  were 
working  Saturday  and  Sunday  We  get  it  on  file  Monday  The 
attorney  general  is  representing  the  secretary  of  state  Then  the 
California  Democratic  Council  with  the  great  Stephen  [R  ]  Reinhardt 
U  S  Court  of  Appeals  Nine  Circuit  Justice  -  and  here  I  go  no 
farther  -  was  the  lawyer  and  CDC  applies  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
leave  to  file  an  amicus  curiae  brief 

I  still  remember  us  talking  with  Charlie  O  Bnen  A1  Goldstein 
calls  him  and  they  re  talking  and  1 11  never  forget  Charlie  0  Bnen 
saying  Well  we  11  file  our —  because  Charlie  O  Bnen  of  course 
was  anti  Cranston  and  associating  with  Stanley  -  and  he  said  We  11 
file  our  usual  good  standard  of  lawyering  bnef  etc  And  so  they  did 
and  then  we  had  to  reply  We  pulled  an  all  mghter  We  worked 
Thursday  night  around  the  clock  and  got  something  filed  at  8  30  [a  m  ] 
or  8  [a  m  ]  whenever  the  clerk  s  office  opened  I  can  still  remember 
going  out  to  lunch  the  three  of  us  at  the  Poodle  Dog  which  was  then 
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on  Post  Street  right  next  to  57  Post  We  came  out  of  lunch  about  two 
o  clock  and  Peggy  was  calling  us  at  the  restaurant  to  tell  us  that  the 
Supreme  Court  had  granted  our  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  Charlie 
Rogers  to  let  Pierre  s  papers  be  filed  and  Frank  Jordan  to  do  the  same 
Unfortunately  and  I  didn  t  know  this  until  years  later  that  case 
was  never  reported  Salinger  v  Jordan  So  you  won  t  find  it  And 
one  of  these  fellows  - 1  think  his  name  is  Richard  Sponger  -  he  s  a 
devotee  of  the  narrow  subject  of  third  parties  and  like  subjects 
Independents  qualifying  for  the  ballot  [He]  pointed  it  out  in  a  copy  of 
a  letter  to  somebody  he  sent  me  last  year  I  didn  t  even  know  it  wasn  t 
reported  But  that  s  how  Pierre  Salinger  got  on  the  ballot 

We  used  basically,  a  theory  that  he  was  a  Democrat  for  a  year 
A  Democrat  means  a  Democrat  anywhere  You  re  a  part  of  the 
Democratic  Party  He  was  a  Democrat  registered  in  Falls  Church 
The  Supreme  Court  bought  it  and  let  him  on  the  ballot 
That  s  great 

That  s  where  I  met  Bernard  Teitelbaum  At  that  time  he  was  the  staff 
director  of  the  campaign  and  I  was  co  chairman  with  a  guy  who  I 
never  knew  before  who  s  now  dead  Jim  Kenney  who  had  been  at 
USF  I  think  with  Salinger  Jim  Kenney  had  never  been  in  politics 
before  then 

At  this  point  had  Brown  appointed  Salinger  yet  to  fill  Engle  s  place*? 
No  What  happened  was  Clair  Engle  died  along  about  August  of  64 
and  that  s  when  Pierre  was  appointed  And  at  that  time  I  remember  it 
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because  I  was  in  Cedar  Springs  Michigan  where  my  ex  wife  s  family 
lived  and  she  was  pregnant  She  was  pretty  well  along  six  or  seven 
months  and  we  were  invited  to  Washington  But  we  re  stuck  in 
Michigan  and  we  didn  t  attend 

Of  course  the  primary  was  exciting  It  was  exciting  beating 
Cranston  It  was  delicious  delicious  but  after  the  primary  -  here  s 
another  case  -  Bernard  cut  me  out  of  the  campaign  and  the  campaign 
went  down  m  November  What  happened?  Salinger  loses  an  election 
he  on  paper  shouldn  t  have  lost  Johnson  was  carrying  California  -  it 
was  a  sweep  -  and  Pierre  lost  and  they  had  the  reasons  for  it  that  on 
television  he  had  a  dark  beard  and  the  rest  of  it  I  don  t  know  why 
And  who  did  he  lose  to9 
Lost  to  [U  S  Senator]  George  Murphy 
That  s  right 

The  actor  the  song  and  dance  man  And  that  was  in  a  way  a  blow 
also  because  I  had  visions  then  of  going  on  the  bench  and  I  11  tell  you 
why  The  primary  election  night  we  re  at  the  Fairmont  the  usual  and 
happy  times  are  flowing  because  you  could  see  the  trend  pretty  early 
It  wasn  t  that  close  a  primary  at  the  end  We  still  had  that  Kennedy 
mystique  and  the  overlay,  and  Pierre  was  a  pretty  good  campaigner 
His  handicap  was  his  then  wife  who  was  a  free  spint  and  who  had  to 
be  watched  and  guarded  the  last  week  before  the  primary  and  I  think 
the  same  thing  m  the  general  although  I  was  not  close  to  the  campaign 
by  then 
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But  that  election  night  thepnmary  Andy  Hatcher  a  great  guy 
was  talking  with  Don  Bradley  Bradley  was  the  campaign  manager 
and  Andy  says  We  11  show  them  how  to  handle  things  now 
because  of  course  Pierre  was  going  to  win  m  November  This  was 
before  he  was  appointed  but  he  was  going  to  win  because  who  was 
George  Murphy?  It  was  a  joke  Andy  said  TheywantaUS  District 
judge'?  We  11  give  them  one  U  S  District  judge  for  six  supenor  court 
judges  And  I  m  thinking  Hey  I  m  one  of  those  six  supenor  court 
judges  Andy  [Laughter  ] 

SENEY  Why  do  you  think  Bernard  cut  you  out?  He  would  have  been  doing 
that  with  someone  s  behest,  don  t  you  suppose'? 

KOPP  I  don  t  know  why  I  can  t  remember  Bernard  was  a  different 

personality  type  I  think  it  may  have  been  because  we  were  bitching 
we  being  the  nonprofessionals  in  the  campaign  It  was  the  way 
Bernard  operated  -  close  to  the  vest  It  was  the  way  he  was  operating 
I  m  conjecting  but  I  think  because  he  was  operating  then  as  the 
modem  day  campaign  managers  now  It  s  all  data  It  s  not  all  but  it  s 
data  statistics  It  s  the  probabilities  of  this  We  were  just  slap  happy 
enthusiastic  people  who  wanted  to  get  out  there  We  didn  t  care  about 
measunng  this  or  that  Sure  you  read  the  polls  the  poll  results  but  he 
was  in  a  pre  computer  age  more  of  a  computerized  mind  He  was 
always  in  the  headquarters,  never  went  out  of  the  headquarters  I  think 
we  were  critical  or  I  was  probably  critical  because  I  didn  t  think  he 
had  the  pulse  of  the  people  I  was  out  speaking  making  speaking 
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engagements  when  Salinger  came  to  town  I  d  be  in  the  car  traveling 
with  him 

SENEY  This  is  about  to  run  out  Judge  Why  don  t  we  leave  it  here  for  the 
day 

KOPP  Okay 

[End  of  Tape  5  SideB] 


148 


Session  3  August  19,  2001 
[Begin  Tape  6  Side  A] 

SENEY  We  were  talking  about  your  participation  in  political  campaigns 
KOPP  Yes  I  continued  to  participate  in  campaigns  In  1966  there  was  a 

Democratic  candidate  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  whose  name 
was  Norbert  [A  ]  Schlei  from  Los  Angeles  He  had  been  a  part  of  the 
Kennedy  Department  of  Justice  operation  He  d  been  in  the  Division 
of  Civil  Rights  I  participated  m  his  campaign  He  won  the 
nomination  and  then  he  was  defeated  by  Frank  Jordan  as  was  usually 
the  case  m  November 

In  1967  my  friend  Jack  Ertola  was  running  for  election  -  his 
father  had  died  m  1964  -  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
Mayor  Shelley  had  appointed  Jack,  who  was  a  lawyer  to  replace  him 
And  so  Jack  came  up  for  election  in  1967  and  he  had  an  enthusiastic 
group  of  friends  There  must  have  been  ten  or  twelve  of  us  most  of 
whom  had  not  participated  in  political  campaigns  but  we  not  only 
participated  but  we  did  so  eagerly  The  idea  was  for  him  to  finish 
number  one  In  an  at  large  supervisors  election  an  incumbent 
measured  success  not  just  by  re  election  but  by  finishing  number  one 
and  he  did  Campaigning  included  not  only  speaking  at  candidates 
nights  but  also  hanging  house  signs  and  other  tasks  of  that  kind  It  was 
an  enjoyable  campaign 
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Does  getting  the  number  one  vote  make  you  automatically  president 
by  tradition7 

That  s  right  by  tradition  Later  of  course  in  my  career  that  didn  t 
happen  and  as  a  result  there  was  a  voter  initiative  which  was  qualified 
for  the  ballot  which  passed  That  s  now  a  part  of  the  San  Francisco 
Charter  it  s  now  mandatory 

And  I  take  it  you  may  have  had  somethmg  to  do  with  that  proposition7 
Oh  yes  I  actually  didn  t  start  it  Some  people  who  were  offended  by 
the  failure  to  follow  that  custom  after  I  was  re  elected  in  1980  with 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  started  it  but  they  were  generally 
supporters  of  mine 

But  anyway  that  was  67  In  1968  a  presidential  year  I  was  co 
chairman  of  the  Northern  California  Lawyers  Committee  for  Bobby 
Kennedy  s  candidacy  for  President  and  was  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  the 
night  before  the  California  primary  which  was  a  Monday  night 
Bobby  Kennedy  I  think  had  been  in  Oregon  and  he  was  m  route  to 
spend  election  night  in  Los  Angeles  [He]  stopped  in  San  Francisco 
and  I  can  still  remember  shaking  hands  with  him  that  night  Bill 
Cosby  the  comedian  was  part  of  his  entourage  And  then  of  course 
the  next  night  he  was  assassinated  in  Los  Angeles  So  that  was  1968 
at  least  June 

You  didn  t  take  any  further  part  in  the  Democratic  primaries  that  year7 
No 

You  didn  t  support  [Hubert  H  ]  Humphrey? 
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You  mean  in  the  primary — 

In  68 

Oh  in  68  You  mean  leading  to  the  nomination 
Yes  that  s  right 

After  Bobby  Kennedy  was  assassinated  I  think  I  lost  interest  in  it  I 
voted  for  Hubert  Humphrey  because  I  always  abhorred 
[Richard  M  ]  Nixon  I  had  seen  Nixon  in  college  Nixon  came  to 
Dartmouth  m  the  winter  of  1948  49  That  was  my  senior  year  The 
president  of  Dartmouth  John  Sloan  Dickey  had  instituted  a  course 
required  of  all  seniors  called  Great  Issues  also  known  as  Gray 
Tissues  which  was  a  three  day  a  week  course  with  a  prominent 
speaker  Monday  night  in  Dartmouth  Hall  in  the  large  lecture  room  It 
was  a  means  also  of  bnngmg  the  whole  class  together  It  was  a 
meritorious  idea  by  John  Sloan  Dickey  The  speaker  would  remain 
Tuesday  morning  lecture  and  answer  questions  and  then  Thursday 
we  d  have  some  other  type  of  project  for  the  course 

Well  Nixon  had  spoken  and  of  course  Nixon  was  then  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  he  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  was  exposing  Alger  Hiss  through  Whittaker  Chambers  I  was  then 
sympathetic  to  Alger  Hiss  who  I  later  met  in  the  70s  after  he  had 
served  his  justified  time  in  prison  I  later  became  convinced  that 
people  like  me  who  had  believed  his  story,  had  been  euchred  by  him 
But  I  detested  Nixon  Nevertheless  I  wasn  t  enthusiastic  after 
Bobby  Kennedy  was  killed  so  I  didn  t  do  anything  that  I  remember 
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Somewhere  in  that  period  I  was  appointed  to  the  Democratic 
County  Central  Committee  by  Don  King  when  he  was  chairman  to 
fill  a  vacancy  and  I  ran  for  election  on  it  in  either  66  or  68  and 
wasn  t  elected 

And  then  in  69  I  campaigned  for  some  candidate  for  the  board 
of  supervisors  That  was  Roger  Boas  running  for  re  election  Roger 
was  first  elected  in  1965  I  think  I  campaigned  for  him  a  bit  in  1969  I 
know  that  was  the  year  John  Barbagelata  ran  for  the  board  of 
supervisors 

I  had  met  John  Barbagelata  in  1964  along  about  March  He  was 
a  Republican  but  at  the  outset  of  Salinger  s  candidacy  in  San 
Francisco  people  who  he  d  known  at  the  University  of  San  Francisco 
USF  had  embraced  his  candidacy  John  Barbagelata  was  one  of  those 
I  had  known  his  brother  Bob  Barbagelata  who  was  younger  than 
John  Bob  was  and  still  is  although  he  s  semi  retired  a  plaintiffs 
personal  injury  lawyer  He  practiced  with  Rinaldo  Carmazzi  whose 
nickname  was  Herb  -  Barbagelata  Carmazzi  &  Zief  -  and  another 
lawyer  Art  [Arthur  C  ]  Zief  [Sr  ]  All  were  University  of  San 
Francisco  Law  School  graduates 

But  anyway  I  d  known  John  Barbagelata  and  John  Barbagelata 
had  done  two  things  which  endeared  him  to  me  In  political 
campaigns  -  and  I  was  co  chairman  of  Salinger  s  campaign  in  San 
Francisco  -  the  keenest  quality  is  reliability  because  people  will  tell 
you  they  11  take  on  a  task  and  they  won  t  do  it  John  Barbagelata,  in 
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the  primary  said  I  will  secure  distribution  of  60  000  flyers 
something  along  that  number  and  I  will  do  it  with  high  school 
students  and  college  students  I  delivered,  or  caused  to  be  delivered 
60  000  circulars  to  his  real  estate  office  at  3 14  West  Portal  Avenue 
and  they  were  distributed  And  then  before  the  general  election  even 
though  I  was  frozen  out  of  headquarters  type  of  decision  making  the 
same  promise  was  made  by  John  Barbagelata  and  he  did  it  I  never 
forgot  it  the  only  person  I  ever  saw  in  politics  who  was  reliable  and 
who  performed  what  he  said  he  d  perform  and  did  it  timely 

So  he  ran  in  1969  I  had  not  seen  him  since  1964  I  never  came 
across  him  although  as  a  lawyer,  I  had  a  divorce  case  of  some  kind 
where  a  house  in  the  Richmond  District  had  to  be  sold  and  I  called  his 
office  and  referred  it  to  him  He  had  a  manager  who  didn  t  follow 
through  on  it  I  remember  that  But  he  was  running  for  the  board  of 
supervisors  I  think  he  had  only  one  fundraising  event  It  was  a  $25 
lunch  at  Bimbo  s  365  Club  on  Columbus  Avenue  and  I  paid  $25  and 
went  to  the  lunch  I  don  t  think  I  did  any  other  campaigning  I  know  I 
didn  t  do  any  other  campaigning  for  him  I  voted  for  him 

By  that  time  my  then  wife  and  I  had  bought  a  home  at  450  38th 
Avenue  in  the  outer  Richmond  on  the  comer  of  Shore  View  which  is  a 
small  two  block  street  between  Geary  Boulevard  and  Clement  Street 
We  bought  that  in  1966  just  before  my  son,  Bradley  was  bom  and 
that  s  where  we  lived  My  son  Shep  started  kindergarten  that  year  at 
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Lafayette  School  which  was  about  two  blocks  from  our  house  on 
Anza  and  36th  Avenue 

In  1970  I  was  involved  in  a  campaign  supporting  Terry  [A  ] 
Francois  who  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  He  d  been  appointed 
in  1964  by  Mayor  Shelley  to  the  board  of  supervisors  I  d  known 
Terry  as  a  lawyer  and  he  ran  for  municipal  court  judge  -  there  was  a 
vacancy  -  against  Agnes  O  Bnen  Smith  a  good  lady  who  was  a 
deputy  city  attorney  and  whom  I  tried  a  personal  injury  case  against  I 
think  I  tned  two  cases  against  her  But  anyway  I  supported  Terry 
Francois  We  had  a  fundraiser  in  our  home  on  Shore  View  and  38th 
Avenue  for  him 

I  also  supported  a  fellow  from  Los  Angeles  by  the  name  of  Bob 
[Robert  A  ]  Wenke  Bob  Wenke  was  a  superior  court  judge  He  had 
been  appointed  to  the  superior  court  I  think  by  Ronald  Reagan  but 
I  m  not  now  sure  [He]  came  from  Nebraska  He  d  gone  to  the 
University  of  Nebraska  at  or  about  the  same  time  with  one  of  my  best 
friends  Ed  Racely  who  was  originally  from  Nebraska  He  d 
reregistered  as  a  Democrat  and  he  decided  to  run  for  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  lieutenant  governor  And  the  other  candidate  was  A1 
[Alfred  E  ]  Alquist  who  was  a  state  senator  from  San  Jose 

Bob  Wenke  telephoned  me  asked  me  if  I  d  help  him  in  his 
campaign  and  through  my  friend  Ed  Racely  who  vouched  for  him  I 
met  him  and  said,  Yeah  sure  I  had  a  fundraiser  for  him  and  I  did 
some  other  things  for  him  I  think  I  organized  or  tned  to  organize 
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some  lawyers  for  him  He  didn  t  win  AI  Alquist  won  the  nomination 
and  lost  in  the  election  That  was  Reagan  s  second  term  election  I 
think  Bob  [Robert  H  ]  Finch  was  the  lieutenant  governor  candidate 
with  Reagan 

Then  about  1969  the  NAACP  revived  that  suit  with  other 
lawyers  There  were  two  lawyers  There  was  a  white  lawyer  by  the 
name  of  Arthur  Brunwasser  and  a  black  lawyer  by  the  name  of  James 
Herndon  Brunwasser  was  a  particularly  obnoxious  fellow  And  that 
was  filed  in  the  United  States  District  Court  and  it  was  assigned  to 
Judge  Stanley  [A  ]  Weigel  who  is  now  dead  but  who  was  one  of  the 
more  imperious  U  S  District  Court  judges  in  our  history  U  S  District 
Court  judges  have  the  reputation  of  being  impenous  because  they 
serve  for  a  lifetime,  unlike  state  court  judges  and  trial  court  judges 
who  have  six  year  terms  and  are  always  subject  to  election  at  the  end 
of  a  six  year  term 

That  case  had  been  abated  by  order  of  the  court  because  there 
was  a  case  pending  in  the  U  S  Supreme  Court  Swann  v  [ Charlotte  ] 
Mecklenburg  Board  of  Education  which  involved  the  Charlotte  North 
Carolina  school  district  The  issue  was  largely  based  on  using  busing 
to  obtain  racial  balancing  in  the  Mecklenburg  County  School  District 
and  part  of  it  was  the  issue  of  busmg  outside  and  into  the  city  of 
Charlotte  So  that  case  had  been  argued  in  the  U  S  Supreme  Court,  or 
the  Supreme  Court  had  granted  certiorari  probably  along  about  1970 
So  Judge  Weigel  abated  the  NAACP  suit 
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In  the  meantime  the  actions  of  the  board  of  education  were 
voluntary  by  the  board  of  education  led  by  the  then  superintendent 
whose  name  I  can  t  recall  now  and  by  an  old  friend  of  mine  who  I 
was  no  longer  friends  with  after  these  transactions  Howard 
Nemerovski  [by  Alioto  who  by  that  time  (1969)  was  Mayor  of  San 
Francisco] 5  He  d  been  appointed  Howard  Nemerovski  was  Jewish 
Remember  there  were  two  Jewish  seats  on  the  board  of  education  He 
had  participated  fully  m  Alioto  s  campaign  for  mayor  in  1967  I  was 
occupied  with  Jack  Ertola  s  campaign  I  may  have  voted  for  Alioto  I 
think  I  did  but  I  wasn  t  involved  in  it  He  was  And  Io  and  behold  he 
got  appointed  to  the  board  of  education  to  replace  Sam  Ladar  I  think 
Sam  just  didn  t  want  to  be  reappointed 

So  he  was  holding  one  of  the  two  Jewish  seats  He  had  promised 
Alioto  that  he  would  not  support  busing  And  then  of  course  after 
appointment  he  doublecrossed  Alioto  and  he  did  support  busing  He 
was  a  smart  quick  fellow  and  he  led  the  effort  to  institute  busing 
And  he  lived  m  the  Richmond  District  too  He  lived  in  Seacliff  or  on 
the  outskirts  of  Seacliff  on  32nd  Avenue  He  lived  across  the  street 
from  Jack  Ertola 

So  that  s  how  this  business  began  of  busing  the  kids  in  the 
grammar  schools  Not  the  junior  highs  not  the  high  schools  but 
starting  with  the  5  and  6  year  olds  I  was  appalled  by  it 


5  Clarification  added  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Bill  Hannawalt  and  Vivian  Hannawalt  had  children  also  school 
age  They  lived  on  Junipero  Serra  by  that  time  in  the  West  Portal  area 
roughly  speaking  which  wasn  t  to  be  a  part  of  it  as  such  but  they  also 
abhorred  the  idea  There  were  a  group  of  people  organizing  and  they 
wanted  to  file  a  suit  to  stop  it  There  was  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Marjorie  Lemlow  who  had  a  little  shop  of  some  kind  on  Clement 
Street 

Anyway  there  were  about  seven  or  eight  parents  of  children 
including  one  black  family  who  wanted  to  stop  it  because  they  didn  t 
want  their  children  taken  out  of  the  neighborhood  And  that  was  my 
reason  too  They  hooked  up  with  me  and  I  hooked  up  with  Bill  and 
Vivian  Hannawalt  Vivian  s  a  lawyer  too  and  we  decided  to  represent 
them  pro  bono  publico  And  we  did  and  we  filed  suit  in  San 
Francisco  Superior  Court  to  stop  it  I  think  we  filed  for  extraordinary 
relief  We  may  have  had  an  original  suit  in  the  California  Supreme 
Court 

The  school  district  hired  Nemerovski  s  law  firm  to  defend  it  We 
sued  the  school  district  to  obtain  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  prohibit 
institution  of  this  busing  and  we  started  that  sometime  in  the  summer 
of  1970  There  was  publicity  attached  to  it  It  was  publicized  We 
argued  in  the  California  Supreme  Court  I  think,  in  late  August  We 
lost  and  so  busing  began  So  instead  of  Shep  Kopp  being  able  to  walk 
to  the  first  grade  at  Lafayette  School  he  had  to  wait  on  a  comer  of 
Clement  and  36th  for  a  bus  to  take  him  to  Sutro  Annex  which  was  a 
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school  in  temporary  buildings  on  17th  near  California  It  was  between 
Clement  and  California 

Then  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  sometime  in  early 
1971  issued  its  decision  in  the  Mecklenburg  County  School  District 
case  and  in  effect  that  decision  permitted  busing  m  that  school 
district  And  then  Judge  Weigel  put  the  NAACP  case  back  on 
calendar 

Now  there  was  another  group  of  parents  who  had  been  granted 
intervention  status  in  that  case  and  they  were  represented  by  a  lawyer 
whose  first  name  was  Ray  Gee  whiz  this  name  has  to  come  back  to 
me  He  d  grown  tired  of  doing  it  He  was  doing  it  pro  bono  publico 
Actually,  he  was  phasing  from  practicing  law  into  building  housing 
He  built  a  pretty  good  project  on  Potrero  Hill  So  we  were  asked  -  Bill 
Hannawalt  and  I  -  were  asked  to  substitute  for  him  as  an  attorney 
representing  that  group  of  parents  who  were  interveners  and  we  did 

Along  about  April  of  71  Judge  Weigel  issues  this  order  Now 
mind  you  the  NAACP  was  suing  in  behalf  of  black  children  His 
order  mandated  citywide  busing  of  all  children  -  non  black  children  as 
well  as  white  children  Well  that  meant  the  Chinese  children  in 
Chinatown  would  be  bused  and  their  parents  didn  t  want  them  bused 
And  so  groups  in  Chinatown  began  organizing  the  effort  mostly 
around  Chinese  American  Citizens  Alliance  which  was  a  long 
standing  Chinese  American  organization  and  also  through  the  Six 
Companies  an  histone  traditional  amalgamation  of  vanous  family 
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associations  in  the  Chinese  American  community  There  were  lawyers 
in  these  organizations  but  they  weren  t  expert  in  the  subject  matter 
So  they  wanted  the  Hannawalts  and  me  to  represent  them  We 
couldn  t  as  a  matter  of  ethics  and  conflict  of  interest  rules  genuinely 
represent  both  groups  of  parents  The  first  legal  step  would  be  to 
obtain  intervention  status  for  the  Chinese  So  Bill  Hannawalt  and 
Vivian  and  I  discussed  who  would  represent  who  And  I  ve  forgotten 
the  considerations  but  in  any  event  we  decided  I  would  take  on 
representing  the  Chinese  and  they  would  stay  with  this  other  group  in 
the  litigation  in  front  of  Judge  Weigel 

Then  there  were  two  competing  groups  of  Chinese  The  idea 
would  be  that  I  would  file  suit  for  the  six  or  seven  Chinese  families 
representative  of  those  Chinese  American  children  In  the  elementary 
schools  in  Chinatown  there  was  Commodore  Stockton  School  and 
there  was  Spring  Valley  School  Commodore  Stockton  was  something 
like  99  percent  Chinese  American  pupils  and  Spring  Valley  was  90 
percent  And  they  didn  t  want  those  children  bused  out  of  Chinatown 
There  were  two  groups  of  lawyers  too  One  was  kind  of  led  by  a 
lawyer  by  the  name  of  William  Jack  Chow  and  another  was  kind  of  led 
by  another  lawyer  George  Chinn  who  had  been  an  assistant  DA  then 
gone  into  practice  When  Roger  Boas  resigned  from  the  board  of 
supervisors,  after  he  lost  the  1972  race  against  Bill  [William  S  ] 
Mailliard  for  Congress  Joe  Alioto  appointed  George  Chinn  to  the 
board  of  supervisors  and  he  wasn  t  effective  at  all  In  the  November 
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73  election  he  was  not  elected  But  I  had  known  him  for  a  good 
many  years  Then  I  had  to  make  a  decision  as  to  which  group  I  would 
associate  with  and  they  were  supplicants  in  a  way  promising  me  this 
and  that 

SENEY  What  distinguished  the  two  groups9 

KOPP  Oh  what  distinguished  them9  One  was  primarily  from  CACA  - 

Chinese  American  Citizens  Alliance  Gosh  I  can  t  remember  what 
distinguished  them 

But  in  any  event  I  remember  Tom  Hsieh  [Sr  ]  That  s  when  I 
first  met  Mr  Tom  Hsieh  who  was  an  architect  and  he  was  with 
William  Jack  Chow  I  finally  decided  to  associate  with  them  So 
William  Jack  Chow  who  was  on  the  Civil  Service  Commission  -  nice 
man  but  knew  nothing  about  the  law  on  this  subject  -  became  co 
counsel  with  me  And  I  filed  an  application  in  the  NAACP  suit  for 
leave  to  intervene  on  the  side  of  the  school  district  because  the  school 
district  at  least  on  paper  is  supposed  to  be  opposing  the  NAACP  s 
allegations  It  really  wasn  t  It  made  no  pretense  of  doing  so  And 
then  of  course  Bill  and  Vivian  Hannawalt  represented  this  other 
group  of  parents  which  included  at  least  one  black  family 

We  were  treated  shabbily  by  Judge  Weigel  in  his  imperiousness 
and  he  denied  our  application  to  intervene  Our  argument  was  a 
constitutional  argument  which  has  never  been  answered  by  the  federal 
courts  let  alone  any  state  court  The  Chinese  were  a  group  subject  to 
invidious  discrimination  by  state  law  until  the  year  1948  In  the 
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Education  Code  until  1948  there  was  a  provision  which  allowed 
school  districts  to  send  Chinese  Japanese  American  Indian  and  any 
other  child  of  Mongolian  ancestry  to  a  special  school  In  fact  San 
Francisco  had  done  that  in  1905  with  respect  to  Japanese  students  and 
it  was  in  effect  directed  to  cease  as  part  of  the  treaty  ending  the 
Russian  Japanese  War  m  1 905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  was 
President  and  he  had  participated  in  the  cessation  of  those  hostilities 
[End  of  Tape  6  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  6  Side  B] 

KOPP  Theodore  Roosevelt  was  President  of  the  United  States  He 

participated  m  arranging  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Part  of  the 
conditions  was  the  Japanese  demand  that  this  segregation  of  Japanese 
students  stop 

So  here  was  the  Education  Code  which  hadn  t  repealed  that 
provision  -  or  the  Legislature  hadn  t  repealed  the  Education  Code 
provision  until  1948  -  so  Chinese  Americans  had  a  right  to  attend  a 
racially  balanced  school  as  a  matter  of  constitutional  right  But  they 
didn  t  want  to  exercise  that  right  So  the  question  presented  to  the 
court  was  Could  they  be  mandated  to  exercise  a  constitutional  right? 

Now  that  s  the  substantive  question  but  of  course  Judge  Weigel 
never  let  us  present  it  because  he  denied  the  application  to  intervene 
And  so  busing  started  in  September  1971  throughout  the  whole  city 
And  as  a  footnote  about  that  time  there  were  90  000  to  95  000 
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students  in  the  San  Francisco  public  school  system  Two  years  later 
there  were  60  000  students 

The  people  I  represented  began  so  called  Chinese  Freedom 
Schools  They  refused  to  permit  their  children  to  be  bused  out  of 
Chinatown  and  so  they  taught  them  in  a  couple  of  schools  which  they 
established 

One  of  the  reasons  incidentally,  they  didn  t  want  the  children 
bused  is  because  the  children  also  would  take  Chinese  language 
courses  after  school  and  if  you  bus  them  it  11  reduce  the  amount  of 
time  available  for  it 

I  take  it  if  I  may  this  busing  business  was  kind  of  a  signal  political 
event  in  the  city  mobilizing  the  Chinese  Americans 
Oh  yes 

Was  this  what  got  you  interested  in  running  for  the  board4? 

Yes  Here  s  how  that  happened  We  took  an  appeal  from  Weigel  s 
denial  of  our  application  to  intervene  to  the  U  S  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Ninth  Circuit  and  we  asked  for  a  stay  of  the  court  order  by  Weigel 
mandating  citywide  busing  or  at  least  busing  of  our  clients  and  a 
judge  from  Hawaii  who  sat  on  the  U  S  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth 
Circuit  issued  the  stay  It  was  huge  headlines  in  the  Sunday 
newspaper  and  of  course  the  NAACP  demanded  reconsideration  by 
the  full  U  S  Court  of  Appeals,  or  at  least  a  three  judge  panel  They 
reconsidered  it  set  aside  the  stay  and  we  then  petitioned  for  a  stay  in 
the  U  S  Supreme  Court  The  U  S  Supreme  Court  was  in  recess  until 
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October  1st  The  justice  responsible  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  was  the  late 
Justice  William  0  Douglas  who  was  hiking  somewhere  in  the  wilds 
of  the  state  of  Washmgton  and  he  denied  the  petition  for  a  stay 

So  then  - 1  say  appeal  -  then  we  had  to  pursue  the  appeal  And 
1 11  just  conclude  it  by  saying  our  appeal  to  the  U  S  Court  of  Appeals 
was  argued  in  the  spring  of  1972  by  which  time  I  was  on  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  I  argued  it  and  the  U  S  Court  of 
Appeals  reversed  Judge  Weigel  and  held  that  the  application  to 
intervene  should  have  been  granted 

The  school  district  also  had  filed  an  appeal  from  the  order  for 
citywide  busing  The  U  S  Court  of  Appeals  reversed  Judge  Weigel  on 
that  also  It  was  academic  by  that  time  for  other  reasons  which  1 11 
explain  principally  the  fact  that  the  board  of  education  had  instituted 
the  busing  and  as  a  matter  voluntarily  of  domg  so  just  continued  to 
bus  And  of  course  it  has  never  regained  the  confidence  not  just 
because  of  that  but  otherwise  of  so  many  people  with  children  in  San 
Francisco 

In  1969  I  had  debated  running  for  the  board  of  supervisors  I 
thought  about  it  June  and  July  I  wanted  to  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
talked  with  a  friend  of  mine  Fred  Martin  who  was  then  the  number 
two  man  at  the  chamber  of  commerce  -  or  maybe  he  was  at  the  Bank 
of  America  by  then  as  vice  president  for  Government  Affairs  -  and  I 
recall  talking  to  him  about  it  Fred  had  been  a  reporter  with  the  San 
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Francisco  Examiner  and  I  decided  I  [couldn  t  do  it  because  I  wasn  t 
able  financially  just  yet  to  run] 6 

Well  now  it  s  1971  and  now  my  name  has  been  in  the 
newspapers  television  and  the  radio  and  I  decided  now  was  the  time 

SENEY  All  of  this  publicity  thanks  to  the  suit 

KOPP  Yes  And  so  I  decided  along  about  late  April  or  early  May  - 1  think 

about  the  middle  of  May  - 1  decided  I  would  run  As  a  matter  of  fact 
I  had  my  first  fundraiser  at  an  old  friend  s  house  from  Conference  of 
Barristers  days  who  was  Dick  Zahm  His  wife  and  he  then  lived  in 
Los  Angeles  up  on  the  top  of  North  Doheny  Drive  and  they  had  a 
fundraiser  That  was  my  first  fundraiser  a  $50  fundraiser  reception 
where  I  think  I  collected  about  $3  000  $1  000  of  which  came  in  one 
check  from  a  Dartmouth  friend  King  Kenny  who  had  been  in  the  oil 
business  He  was  with  Pauley  Petroleum 

SENEY  This  was  in  L  A 

KOPP  My  first  fundraiser  was  in  L  A  And  then  we  had  a  so  called  kick  off 

June  15th  at  a  restaurant  on  Maiden  Lane  second  floor  restaurant  of  a 
then  friend  of  mine  who  had  married  Ellen  Lynch  June  Lynch  was  a 
client  of  mine  starting  in  1965  when  I  represented  her  in  a  divorce 
from  her  husband  Ed  Lynch  They  had  four  children  and  the  Lynches 
have  been  friends  ever  since  Ellen  s  then  husband  - 1  guess  she  s  had 
three  husbands  -  but  that  was  her  first  husband  who  had  a  restaurant 
and  we  had  a  kick  off  there 

6  Clarification  added  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Anyway  so  that  was  1970  Now  something  happened  m  1970 
with  respect  to  my  son  Shepard  s  education  and  also  to  an  extent  with 
Bradley  s  My  daughter  Jennifer  was  bom  m  1970  She  was  bom  in 
January  1970  In  1970  my  son  Shep  was  going  into  the  first  grade  at 
Lafayette  School  in  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School  Distnct  [The] 
board  of  education  decided  to  begin  a  busing  program  in  two  parts  of 
the  city  the  Richmond  District  and  the  Parkside  Distnct  The 
Parkside  Distnct  is  south  of  Golden  Gate  Park  along  Taraval  Street 
and  Santiago  and  Rivera  I  apprehended  that  it  would  mean  he  would 
be  bused  The  object  of  it  was  to  obtain  racial  balancing  in  San 
Francisco  schools  and  I  didn  t  like  the  idea  [of  using  young  children 
or  my  son  to  try  to  achieve  it  ] 

SENEY  Was  the  school  distnct  under  a  court  order  to  do  this1? 

KOPP  Not  yet  What  had  happened  along  about  1964  the  NAACP  had  sued 

the  school  distnct  claiming  unlawful  segregation  Terry  Francois  was 
the  lawyer  for  the  NAACP  The  school  distnct  instead  of  using  the 
city  attorney  had  retained  special  counsel  -  Joe  [Joseph  L  ]  Alioto  It 
did  so  because  Joe  Alioto  had  served  on  the  board  of  education  pnor  to 
that  by  appointment  of  Mayor  [Elmer  E  ]  Robinson  - 1  think  by 
appointment  of  Elmer  Robinson  Elmer  Robinson  served  as  mayor 
until  1955  and  then  George  Christopher  was  elected  in  1955  and 
served  until  1963  It  was  either  Elmer  Robinson  or  George 
Chnstopher  and  Joe  Alioto  had  been  on  that  for  maybe  three  or  four 

7  Clarification  added  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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years  And  of  course  he  was  an  outstanding  trial  lawyer  The  school 
district  retained  him  That  case  was  dismissed  on  a  motion  by  Joe 
Alioto 

I  remember  Father  Thomas  Reed  a  priest  who  had  been 
principal  at  St  Ignatius  High  School  who  I  met  and  called  as  a 
witness  in  a  will  contest  which  involved  Mr  Lynch  who  had  died  of  a 
stroke  unfortunately  after  the  divorce  and  he  had  rewritten  a  will  It 
was  the  longest  jury  trial  I  ever  had  m  my  life  That  was  in  1 968  It 
was  a  three  month  jury  trial  It  was  really  two  months  but  one  month 
I  d  gotten  hit  by  a  car  one  night  coming  home  from  working  on  the 
case  I  was  m  the  hospital  for  about  three  days  and  I  had  aphasia  So 
it  took  me  three  weeks  to  recover 

But  anyway  Father  Reed  was  there  to  bless  my  campaign  He  s 
still  living  and  he  s  been  a  friend  ever  since  1968 

And  so  that  was  the  beginning  of  it  I  still  had  a  law  practice 
and  I  was  trying  cases  My  friend  John  Nolan  from  Washington  had 
called  me  about  the  same  time  There  d  been  a  foundation  established 
after  Bobby  Kennedy  s  murder  the  Robert  F  Kennedy  Foundation 
and  they  had  fellowships  -  Robert  F  Kennedy  Fellows  and  they  re 
mostly  college  graduates  -  but  they  had  one  fellow  I  ve  forgotten  his 
name  and  apart  from  not  being  a  college  graduate  he  was  black  and 
he  had  been  stopped  and  arrested  as  an  ex  felon  carrying  a  gun  So 
John  Nolan  called  me  and  asked  me  if  I  d  represent  him  which  I  did 
So  I  was  trying  that  case  That  was  about  a  week  jury  trial  I  didn  t 
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get  him  acquitted  but  I  got  a  hung  jury  which  was  almost  as  good  as 
getting  him  acquitted 

And  then  I  had  a  major  case  probably  the  major  dollar  case  I  d 
ever  had  for  somebody  who  had  been  referred  to  me  who  d  bought  a 
huge  ranch  m  Lassen  County  from  the  founder  of  Lucky  Lager 
Brewing  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gene  Selvage  -  it  involved  5  000  head 
of  cattle  and  an  alleged  default  on  the  part  of  the  buyer  -  who  called 
me  to  represent  him  and  I  had  to  get  an  injunction  to  stop  Selvage 
from  selling  the  cattle  The  case  came  to  trial  in  Santa  Clara  Superior 
Court  It  was  a  long  trial  It  was  about  a  three  week  trial  m  July  and 
into  August  I  say  this  because  today  of  course  they  campaign  for  the 
board  of  supervisors  two  years  in  advance  I  tried  that  case  finished 
it  I  won  it  And  then  we  had  the  official  kick  off  August  17th 
SENEY  For  an  election  which  would  have  been  held  in  early  November 
KOPP  In  early  November  and  that  was  in  Chinatown  I  had  the  three 

children  there  -  and  I  ve  got  pictures  -  with  a  broom  because  that 
would  be  the  theme  New  Broom  to  Sweep  City  Hall 

There  were  six  seats  up  that  November  of  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  eleven  supervisors  because  historically 
San  Francisco  is  a  city  and  county  and  has  always  had  more  than  the 
other  fifty  seven  counties  all  of  which  have  five  supervisors  So  it 
would  be  six  in  one  election  and  then  two  years  later  the  other  five 
There  were  six  for  the  election  of  71  and  all  incumbents  but  one 


One  incumbent  Jim  Mailliard  the  youngest  of  the  three  Mailliard 
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brothers  -  the  oldest  was  Jack  and  then  came  Bill  who  was  the 
member  of  Congress  and  then  Jim  Jim  had  run  for  it  in  1967  and  had 
been  elected  but  he  decided  not  to  run  for  reelection  Later  it  turned 
out  it  was  probably  because  he  had  been  diagnosed  with  cancer  and 
Jim  died  I  think  within  a  year 

So  there  was  one  vacant  seat  and  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Peter 
Finnegan  who  was  an  aide  to  first  Leo  McCarthy  and  then  John  Foran 
in  the  Assembly  had  started  his  campaign  six  months  before  Then 
there  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  John  Molinan  whose  father  was 
well  known  because  he  was  a  superior  court  judge  and  then  a  court  of 
appeal  judge  also  with  the  same  first  name  and  John  Molinan  whose 
nickname  was  Jack  had  been  on  the  Civil  Service  Commission  He 
was  a  Republican  There  were  probably  ten  or  fifteen  other 
candidates  but  those  were  the  two  most  formidable  And  then  Ron 
Pelosi  had  been  elected  in  1967  Bob  [Robert]  Mendelsohn  had  been 
elected  in  1967  Terry  Francois  had  run  and  been  elected  in  1967 
And  Bob  [Robert]  Gonzales  had  been  appointed  by  Mayor  Alioto  to 
replace  Jack  Ertola  after  Jack  Ertola  in  1970  decided  he  d  had  enough 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  ran  for  a  superior  court  judgeship 
which  was  open  and  had  won  and  started  January  71  and  Bob 
Gonzales  was  appointed  to  replace  him 

I  knew  Bob  Bob  was  a  young  lawyer  who  d  started  with  Jack 
Werchick  a  plaintiffs  personal  injury  lawyer  It  was  thought  that  he 
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would  be  weak  because  he  d  only  been  in  office  eight  or  nine  months 
or  so  It  turned  out  he  ran  very  good  he  ran  third 

Ron  Pelosi  and  Barbara  who  of  course  I  ve  known  since  1958 
had  suffered  an  awful  tragedy  They  lived  over  in  the  Richmond  on 
6th  Avenue  near  the  Presidio  wall  A  nice  house  They  had  moved 
from  West  Portal  a  couple  of  years  previously  They  had  four 
children  They  were  at  an  event  a  fundraising  event  somewhere  and 
that  night  their  house  caught  fire  and  two  of  the  four  children  were 
burned  to  death  So  Ron  of  course  was  devastated  by  it  Ron  had 
fried  to  save  them  He  d  gotten  there  and  put  a  ladder  on  the  house 
He  d  gone  up  the  ladder  and  fallen  and  broken  his  leg  so  he  was  in  the 
hospital  for  several  weeks  maybe  a  month  afterwards 

Mendelsohn  who  had  been  Gene  McAteer  s  aide  succeeding 
Leo  McCarthy  his  chief  aide  in  1967  after  Gene  McAteer  dropped 
dead  in  July  decided  to  use  what  had  been  collected  as  support  in 
terms  of  resources  for  McAteer  to  run  for  supervisor  And  he  did  and 
was  elected  in  1967  He  was  a  very  bnght  young  guy  a  liberal  and  he 
ran  number  two  m  1971  That  was  really  a  race  between  the  two  of 
them  to  see  who  would  run  number  one  and  Ron  Pelosi  got  about 
153,000  votes  and  Bob  got  151  000  I  think  Ron  Pelosi  got  more  votes 
than  anybody  within  memory  ever  had  for  the  board  Then  came 
Gonzales  and  then  came  Francois  [in  that  1971  election] 8 


8  Clarification  added  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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I  ran  a  heck  of  a  campaign  I  can  talk  about  the  campaign  but 
the  bottom  line  of  it  was  that  I  never  realized  how  much  the  Molman 
name  meant  and  Molman  beat  me  He  finished  fifth  He  beat  me  by 
about  12  500  votes  At  one  time  people  such  as  Ron  Pelosi  were 
predicting  at  dinner  parties  that  I  d  finish  third  I  d  finish  as  high  as 
that  I  finished  sixth  but  about  12  500  votes  ahead  of  Peter  Finnegan 

Peter  Finnegan  was  then  married  to  Sally  and  they  had  two 
children  and  he  had  adopted  the  pro  busing  stance  Alioto  was 
running  for  reelection  and  Joe  Alioto  had  adopted  an  anti  busmg 
stance  In  fact  if  you  listen  to  Joe  Alioto  you  would  have  thought  it 
was  his  onginal  idea  to  fight  busmg  And  God  bless  Joe  I  bear  him  no 
malice  for  that  But  he  came  pretty  light  as  far  as  I  was  concerned 
because  I  d  been  at  that  smce  1970  I  never  heard  him  encourage  the 
litigation  He  sure  never  called  Hannawalt  or  me  up  and  said  Here  s 
some  ideas  or  something  nor  did  anybody  else  in  his  administration 
But  that  s  all  right 

And  then  [Dianne]  Feinstein  double  crossed  Alioto  and  she  did 
double  cross  him  She  d  been  elected  in  1969  and  she  d  finished 
number  one  which  was  extraordinary  It  hadn  t  happened  ever  in 
memory  where  somebody  running  the  first  time  had  finished  [number] 
one  By  custom  that  would  make  her  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  of  course  she  exercised  her  right  under  that  custom 
There  was  one  person  who  wouldn  t  accept  her  and  that  was  John 
Barbagelata  who  voted  no  and  that  created  a  tempest  of  some 


170 


SENEY 

KOPP 


proportion  that  somebody  would  ignore  the  custom  But  John  ignored 
customs  regularly 

It  was  also  a  custom  at  that  time  that  incumbent  supervisors 
would  never  endorse  any  other  candidate  for  the  board  of  supervisors 
and  never  would  endorse  a  candidate  for  mayor  It  was  a  justifiable 
wise  custom  because  if  you  endorsed  X  and  X  lost  and  Y  won 
now  you  have  to  work  with  Y  and  that  generates  ill  feelings  The 
same  thing  for  mayor  Y ou  endorse  Dobbs  for  mayor  -  Harold  Dobbs 
had  run  against  Shelley  in  1963  You  endorse  Dobbs  in  1967  He  ran 
against  Alioto  after  Alioto  substituted  for  Shelley  who  might  have 
lost  -  it  looked  like  he  would  lose  -  and  somebody  else  was  elected 
mayor  that  wouldn  t  facilitate  a  relationship  But  John  Barbagelata 
God  bless  him  he  paid  no  attention  to  that  and  in  1971  he  endorsed 
me  he  endorsed  Mohnari  and  he  endorsed  two  other  candidates  who 
didn  t  succeed  then  In  a  way  he  destroyed  that  custom  and  after  that 
it  became  a  free  for  all  Of  course  today  it  s  even  more  of  a  free  for 
all  in  San  Francisco  and  it  s  regrettable  It  was  a  kindlier  time  a  more 
chivalrous  and  wiser  time 

But  m  any  event — 

I  m  not  sure  you  spelled  out  quite  how  Feinstein  doublecrossed  Alioto 
Oh  So  Feinstein  had  been  president  of  the  board  in  1970  and  into  71 
She  generated  a  good  deal  of  publicity  Alioto  called  her  up  one  day 
and  said  Would  you  come  meet  with  me9  She  met  with  him  and  he 
said  to  her  Are  you  running  for  mayor?  and  she  said  No  Harold 
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Dobbs  was  a  lawyer  of  course  and  this  related  to  me  because  I  had 
gone  to  visit  Harold  and  asked  him  for  his  endorsement  and  he  did 
endorse  me  along  about  July  or  August  and  that  was  valuable  because 
he  was  the  most  prominent  Republican  in  and  around  city  politics  at 
that  time  Suddenly,  two  days  later  three  days  later  she  files  her 
Declaration  of  Candidacy  for  mayor  And  when  Harold  Dobbs  saw 
that  now  he  decided  you  ve  got  two  Democrats  in  the  race  and  this  is 
an  opportune  time  for  him  to  achieve  what  he  d  always  wanted  which 
was  to  be  mayor  So  he  filed  and  he  said  Obviously  I  can  t  help 
you  Quentin  like  I  would  have  before  so  it  had  an  effect  on  my 
campaign  at  the  time  too 

I  had  known  her  1 11  include  this  as  part  of  it  She  disclaims  this 
in  Jerry  Roberts  sycophantic  book  9  or  biography  about  her  In  1956 
early  January  or  February  I  was  single  of  course  and  I  would  ask 
people  from  time  to  time  if  they  knew  of  any  eligible  young  Jewish 
women  and  somebody  had  recommended  that  I  call  a  girl  who  had 
just  graduated  from  Stanford  Dianne  Goldman  So  I  did  We  made  a 
date  for  my  visiting  her  either  picking  her  up  at  seven  or  seven  thirty 
I  thought  that  we  d  go  out  for  a  dnnk  When  I  got  there  to  her  big 
home  on  Presidio  Terrace  she  announced  that  she  couldn  t  go  out 
because  either  her  mother  or  father  wasn  t  well  - 1  think  it  may  have 
been  her  mother  -  and  so  she  had  to  stay  home  I  said  Fine  and  she 
asked  me  whether  I  d  like  coffee  or  tea  As  a  Dartmouth  graduate  I 


9  Diane  Feinstem  Never  Let  Them  See  You  Cry  HarperCollinsWest  1st  ed  [San  Francisco]  1994 
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was  stunned  that  she  didn  t  say  Would  you  like  scotch  or  bourbon9 
I  drank  scotch  in  those  days  No  there  was  no  offer  of  any  liquor  It 
was  coffee  or  tea  So  I  had  tea  and  we  proceeded  to  talk  for  about  an 
hour  and  a  half 

I  remember  two  things  about  that  conversation  which  were  so 
characteristic  of  her  Dwight  Eisenhower  was  President  of  the  United 
States  The  question  was  whether  he  would  run  for  reelection  because 
he  had  been  diagnosed  with  some  intestinal  illness  of  some  kind  I 
can  t  remember  the  name  of  it  I  think  he  had  some  surgical 
procedure  So  she  opined  at  the  age  of  22  to  me  - 1  was  then  27  I 
guess  -  that  her  father  was  a  doctor  and  he  had  predicted  that 
Eisenhower  would  not  survive  his  term  There  was  no  question  about 
that  as  far  as  she  was  concerned 

The  other  part  I  recall  is  she  started  waxing  eloquent  on  the  law 
criminal  law  particularly  and  she  asked  me  if  I  knew  Jack  Berman 
who  was  then  an  assistant  district  attorney  And  I  said  No  I  don  t 
that  I  knew  hardly  anybody  including  lawyers  I  d  only  been  in  San 
Francisco  about  two  or  three  months  Of  course  she  asked  me  about 
him  because  she  married  him  about  eight  or  nine  months  later 
[Laughter  ]  And  I  did  later  know  Jack  Berman  and  learned  much 
about  him  including  his  gambling  habits  There  was  a  publicized 
story  about  how  he  stiffed  some  gambling  casino  in  Reno  for  about 
$20  000  which  sued  him  in  California  and  lost  because  a  gambling 
contract  is  unenforceable  in  California  unlike  Nevada 
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Anyway  so  she  was  running  for  mayor  and  we  ran  an  all 
volunteer  campaign  except  for  Shirlee  Felzer  who  was  the  wife  of  Ike 
Felzer  who  I  d  met  back  in  1966  or  7  as  part  of  Jack  Ertola  s  gang  a 
group  of  us  I  think  she  got  paid  $2  000  for  the  whole  campaign  to  be 
there  at  the  office,  to  coordinate  volunteers  The  headquarters  was  at  I 
think  5018  Geary  Anyway  it  was  between  Presidio  Boulevard  and 
16th  Avenue  It  was  a  store  Shenson's  Delicatessen  was  then  two 
doors  down  My  sister  Vivian  who  was  a  writer  helped  with  the  first 
brochure  which  I  wrote  with  Bill  Cancella  who  was  an  advertising 
fellow  with  an  office  in  North  Beach  We  sat  down  and  wrote  it  and 
Vivian  added  some  ideas  I  think  it  was  my  sister  Vivian  s  slogan 
1 11  be  as  close  as  a  telephone  call  away  from  every  San  Franciscan 
Of  course  I  campaigned  with  a  platform  which  included 
stopping  busing  and  people  would  say  What  does  the  board  of 
supervisors  have  to  do  with  busing?  which  is  an  appropriate  question 
My  response  is  that  that  was  symbolic  of  my  idea  on  proper 
representation  of  people  with  respect  to  city  policies  That  was  a 
policy  of  the  school  district  which  was  ill  advised  There  were  other 
city  policies  and  I  intended  to  speak  out  and  to  act  accordingly  with 
respect  to  policies  that  were  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of 
supervisors 

About  that  time  I  discovered  m  my  make  up  that  I  was  a  fiscal 
conservative  I  had  never  genuinely  thought  in  those  terms  because  I  d 
been  brought  up  in  a  Democratic  household  and  government  was  a 
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part  of  the  process  of  intervening  back  in  the  WPA  days  with  all  the 
New  Deal  shibboleths  and  into  Harry  Truman  and  the  Fair  Deal 
shibboleths  I  never  could  vote  for  Harry  Truman  because  in  those 
days  you  had  to  be  twenty  one  and  I  was  twenty  when  he  ran  in  1948 
But  I  would  have  notwithstanding  my  mother  s  later  dismay  with  him 
That  came  later  She  voted  for  him  in  1948 

And  so  I  emphasized  that  in  my  speeches  and  I  campaigned 
strenuously  My  father  and  mother  both  came  from  Los  Angeles  at 
separate  times  to  campaign  for  me  My  father  loved  it  He  was 
inspired  by  it  Women  in  the  headquarters  loved  him  He  had  the 
knack  of  doing  the  right  thing  as  my  mother  would  say  He  d  go  to 
See  s  Candy  which  was  across  the  street  and  get  candy  and  bring  it 
into  headquarters  People  from  time  to  time  still  remember  my  father 
And  my  mother  I  can  remember  working  Stonestown  with  her 
passing  out  brochures 

My  then  wife  came  to  headquarters  Three  children  were  at 
home  but  we  had  a  young  woman  living  with  us  We  had  started 
some  years  before  the  habit  of  finding  somebody  from  St  Elizabeth  s 
In  other  words  unmarried  women  who  were  pregnant  and  they  would 
live  with  you  I  think  Dorothy  was  the  name  of  the  gal  at  that  time  I 
still  remember  her  She  was  Chinese  or  came  from  Hong  Kong 

In  any  event,  I  won  I  was  elected  I  was  sworn  in  January  8 
1 972  The  unfortunate  part  of  that  period  from  probably  after  the 
election  for  another  year  and  a  half  was  that  my  marriage  dissolved 


175 


and  we  formally  separated  really  m  June  of  1972  We  had  bought  in 
1965  a  house  in  Glen  Ellen  with  six  and  a  half  acres  and  we  spent 
every  summer  there  with  the  children  We  separated  by  her  going 
there  for  the  summer  with  the  children  and  we  d  alternate  weekdays, 
she  d  be  there  weekends  I  d  be  there  And  then  m  September  I 
stayed  with  neighbors  across  the  street  for  about  a  month  and  a  half  on 
Shore  View  -  the  Simons  -  and  then  moved  into  an  apartment  And 
then  finally  in  January  1973  I  bought  the  house  at  68  Country  Club 
Drive 

So  it  was  an  exciting  time  72  73  Molinan  and  I  were  part  of 
John  Barbagelata  s  cadre  of  fiscal  conservatives  From  time  to  time 
we  d  get  the  votes  of  Peter  Tamaras  and  Dorothy  von  Beroldingen 
But  usually  it  was  the  three  of  us  against  eight  Ron  was  the  president 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  Mendelsohn,  Feinstem  Francois  to 
some  extent  Bob  Gonzales  would  gang  up  on  us 
SENEY  Let  me  change  this 
[End  of  Tape  6,  Side  B] 

[Begin  Tape  7,  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge  Actually  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  Alioto  as 
mayor 

KOPP  I  was  about  to  mention  Alioto  I  had  known  Alioto  by  reputation  Of 

course,  after  he  was  elected  mayor  I  may  have  met  him  once  I  really 
didn  t  know  him  but  I  knew  him  by  reputation 
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The  earliest  days  I  was  at  Pillsbury  in  1956  Guido  Saven  was  at 
Pillsbury  and  he  came  from  North  Beach  He  was  part  of  the  Silician 
Boys  Club  It  s  now  the  Silician  Boys  and  Girls  Club  My  wife 
Mara  is  on  that  board  of  directors  and  has  been  gosh  almost  ten  years 
now  But  Joe  Alioto  was  a  plaintiffs  anti  trust  lawyer  At  the  firm  of 
course  they  disregarded  him  as  an  adversary  Guido  Saven  would  tell 
me  that  he  s  the  smartest  sharpest  lawyer  you  11  ever  known  And 
Guido  and  his  brother  Rick  -  Rick  came  out  of  the  city  attorney  s 
office  -  they  formed  a  firm  and  then  they  were  associated  with  Joe  s 
firm 

SENEY  But  Pillsbury  people  didn  t  think  much  of  him 
KOPP  Thatsnght  They  d  make  fun  of  him  make  light  of  him  Maybe  not 

make  fun  they  d  make  light  of  him  They  d  make  fun  too  I  can 
remember  them  saying  he  d  copy  complaints  from  one  lawsuit  to 
another  Of  course  it  s  not  unheard  of  in  this  day  of  boilerplate  but 
then  it  was  contrary  to  the  way  you  practiced  at  Pillsbury  Pillsbury 
was  painstaking  and  it  was  good  too 

It  turned  out  for  me  even  though  three  and  a  quarter  years  may 
have  been  a  little  too  long  for  me  to  stay  there  that  I  learned  the  right 
way  to  practice  law  And  also  - 1  better  mention  this  -  after  I  opened 
my  own  office  -  maybe  I  did  mention  it  - 1  d  receive  referrals  of  cases 
from  lawyers  at  Pillsbury  many  cases  and  from  lawyers  who 
wouldn  t  even  say  hello  to  me  in  the  hallway  That  was  what  was  so 
distinctive  and  refreshing 
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But  anyway  Joe  Alioto  was  tremendous  He  was  typical  in  those 
days  Democratic  war  on  poverty  the  [President]  Lyndon  Johnson 
legacy  Democrat  spend  spend  spend  So  we  clashed  Barbagelata 
had  supported  him  for  mayor  in  67  but  by  1971  they  were  at  odds 
And  then  I  swiftly  was  at  odds  with  Joe  The  Molinan  family  and  the 
Alioto  family  I  think  were  always  at  odds  I  thmk  there  was  a  bit  of  a 
superiority  feeling  in  the  Molinan  family  towards  the  Aliotos  It  may 
have  also  been  because  the  Aliotos  are  Sicilian  The  Molinan  s  I 
think  are  Genovese  There  may  have  been  that  tension  to  it  also 
There  was  tension  and  there  was  clashing  all  the  time  with  Alioto  and 
especially  on  city  employee  raises  and  fringe  benefit  matters  and  on 
the  union  matters  Alioto  was  identified  with  the  labor  unions  and  vice 
versa 

I  had  represented  a  couple  of  small  locals  In  fact  I  represented 
Local  400  of  the  SEIU  [Service  Employees  International  Union]  the 
city  employees  union  for  several  years  until  Phil  Burton  made  sure 
that  they  discharged  me  as  their  attorney  The  matter  arose  at  the  time 
he  ran  for  Congress  and  thought  Jack  Ertola  might  run  against  him  in 
the  Democratic  primary  The  executive  director  of  Local  400  John 
Jeffries  called  me  one  day  to  remonstrate  with  me  about  the 
inadvisability  of  endorsing  Jack  Ertola,  if  Jack  Ertola  ran  and  I  told 
him,  Jack  Ertola  s  a  friend  If  he  runs  1 11  endorse  him,  John  And  it 
was  shortly  thereafter  law  business  began  withering  away  from  Local 
400 


178 


I  also  represented  the  local  of  the  communication  workers  but  I 
was  not  identified  as  a  friend  of  the  unions  the  city  employee  unions 
after  I  was  elected  to  the  board  of  supervisors  And  I  d  done  a  good 
deal  of  other  work  Civil  Service  Employees  Association  was  separate 
from  Local  400  It  had  never  affiliated  with  the  AFL  CIO  So  we  had 
many  a  tussle  in  1972  and  into  1973 

Now  1973  was  an  important  election  because  Feinstein 
Barbagelata  and  that  group  were  running  for  reelection  that  group  of 
five  and  obviously  the  aim  was  for  John  to  run  number  one  Both 
Molinan  and  I  endorsed  Barbagelata  It  was  about  that  time  however 
that  Molinan  began  to  leave  us  and  to  fade  to  the  other  side  so  to 
speak 

John  Barbagelata  had  a  different  way  of  campaignmg  than  I  did 
John  did  not  like  crowds  He  did  not  like  personal  appearances  He 
did  not  like  glad  handing  He  did  not  like  raising  money  asking 
people  for  money  He  believed  m  marketing  as  if  he  was  selling 
houses  For  example  in  that  election  he  had  a  billboard  He  fights 
for  us  And  it  had  his  picture  And  then  with  about  three  weeks  to 
go  he  took  those  billboards  and  he  put  a  black  eye  on  one  of  his  eyes 
and  that  was  his  imaginative  idea  that  that  would  show  people  he  11 
even  take  a  black  eye  for  you  It  wasn  t  enough  She  had  raised  so 
much  money  that  she  finished  number  one  again  and  he  finished 
second  I  ve  forgotten  who  else  was  up  for  election  Peter  Tamaras 
was  part  of  that  group  and  Dorothy  von  Beroldingen  Oh  and  A1 
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Nelder  was  elected  He  beat  out  the  fellow  who  d  been  appointed  the 
Chinese  American  George  Chinn  A1  Nelder  had  been  police  chief  for 
one  year  and  he  immediately  became  a  satrapy  of  Feinstein  s 

When  Feinstein  became  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for 
a  second  time  she  punished  Barbagelata  and  me  She  didn  t  punish 
Molinan  The  Finance  Committee  consisted  of  three  members  She 
inspired  rules  changes  which  were  adopted  over  Barbagelata  s  no 
vote  and  my  no  vote  to  rename  it  the  Budget  and  Fiscal  Efficiency 
Committee  and  make  it  five  people  Molinan  was  appointed  to  it 
which  was  a  sure  sign  that  he  had  a  rapprochement  with  her  and  had 
cut  some  deal  for  himself  We  could  never  count  on  Jack  Molinan 
after  that  meaning  John  Barbagelata  and  I 

She  relegated  us  to  what  was  a  committee  called  State  and 
National  Affairs  Committee  which  had  no  city  service  under  its 
purview  It  consisted  if  you  wanted  to  of  recommending  resolutions 
supporting  or  opposing  some  state  legislation  or  some  congressional 
legislation  It  was  a  meaningless  committee  I  was  chairman  of  that 
committee  and  John  was  on  that  committee  and  she  put  Bob 
Gonzales  on  that  committee  She  never  really  liked  Bob  Gonzales 
Bob  at  the  core  was  my  kind  of  guy  our  kind  of  guy  and  I  think  he 
had  a  similar  view  about  her  And  then  she  had  John  and  me  on  some 
other  committees  But  she  wouldn  t  let  either  of  us  near  the  Budget 
and  Fiscal  Review  -  that  s  what  it  was  Budget  and  Fiscal  Review 
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Committee  -  wouldn  t  let  us  near  that  And  she  was  in  control  with 
Mendelsohn  and  Terry  Francois  carrying  out  her  handiwork 

During  the  71  campaign  the  Alioto  people  had  been  good  to 
me  From  time  to  time  if  they  were  going  from  one  campaign 
appearance  to  another  they  would  take  me  in  the  car  -  a  couple  of 
times  anyway  -  and  John  Monaghon  was  one  reason  for  that  Another 
man  who  was  a  reason  was  Ed  Sareille  who  was  a  police  inspector 
assigned  to  Alioto  and  Ed  Sareille  became  a  close  friend  They  kind 
of  liked  the  cut  of  my  jib  Of  course  Monaghan  had  known  me  from 
hanging  around  number  10  Sanchez  Street  for  fifteen  years  or  so 
almost  fifteen  years 

And  then  in  the  last  two  years  1 974  and  75  -  well  let  s  go  to 
74  Of  course  in  74  Joe  ran  for  governor  for  the  Democratic 
nomination  In  the  meantime -oh  I  know  In  1970  Jerry  Brown 
who  was  Joe  Kelly  s  brother  in  law  -  and  I  met  Jerry  at  Joe  and 
Cynthia  s  house  on  Magellan  I  think  when  he  was  in  college  at  Cal  - 
had  run  for  secretary  of  state  I  had  helped  him  in  some  way  on  a 
singular  occasion  I  can  t  remember  what  it  was  But  then  he  started 
running  for  governor  I  was  elected  to  the  board  of  supervisors  and  he 
started  paying  attention  to  me  Joe  Kelly  and  Cynthia  would  have  me 
over  at  the  house  Well,  particularly  after  the  divorce,  or  after  the 
separation,  they  were  very  kind  to  me  They  d  have  me  over  to  their 
house  for  dinner  Jerry  would  be  there  Pretty  soon  I  was  swept  into 
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his  campaign  I  believed  in  him  I  liked  his  view  on  governmental 
reform  issues  the  Prop  9  10 

In  1973  the  city  of  San  Diego  had  adopted  the  first  ordinance 
which  limited  campaign  contributions  and  expenditures  I  took  that 
ordinance  and  used  it  as  a  model  to  introduce  one  on  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  with  Barbagelata  and  Molinari  as  co  authors  I 
worked  with  them  and  in  fact  right  downstairs  we  had  at  least  a 
couple  of  meetings  working  the  language  One  of  the  reasons  we  were 
so  interested  in  it  was  to  stop  Feinstein  from  spending  so  much  money 
because  she  could  overspend  John  So  we  enacted  that  in  73  but  it 
didn  t  take  effect  until  the  1975  municipal  election  It  had  a  spending 
limit  of  $120  000  approximately  for  mayor  and  a  spending  limit  of 
about  $55  000  for  supervisor 

SENEY  Did  she  try  to  kill  that9 

KOPP  She  opposed  it  and  tried  to  weaken  it  She  couldn  t  do  it  She 

couldn  t  risk  doing  that  because  the  demand  was  there  and  she  would 
make  martyrs  of  us  politically  So  we  secured  its  enactment  in  pretty 
good  shape  I  think  the  limit  on  supervisors  was  $54,000  It  was 
almost  exactly  what  I  had  spent  in  1971  when  I  spent  that  and  had  a 
deficit  of  maybe  $2  500  which  I  raised  with  one  simple  fundraiser  at 
Jim  Kenney  s  house  Jim  Kenney  lived  next  door  to  George  Moscone 
then  - 1 11  think  of  the  street  -  up  off  of  Portola  Drive 
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So  we  passed  that  I  was  supporting  Jerry  Brown  I  was  the  only 
one  on  the  board  of  supervisors  who  was  All  the  other  supervisors 
who  were  Democrats  -  Molinan  was  a  Republican  Barbagelata  was  a 
Republican  and  the  others  were  Democrats  -  they  all  endorsed  Joe 
Alioto  So  I  kind  of  stood  out 

My  father  was  still  living  He  died  August  13  1973  but  he 
endorsed  Joe  Alioto  Ed  Sareille  and  he  would  have  conversations 
Sareille  would  call  him  from  the  mayor  s  office  and  they  d  talk  about 
the  campaign  It  was  pretty  good  natured  stuff 

Jerry  Brown  s  campaign  in  San  Francisco  consisted  of  Joe  Kelly 
of  me  and  of  Joe  [Joseph  C  ]  Houghtelmg  who  was  chairman  of 
BCDC  then  A  publishing  family  A  good  guy  Who  else  was  there9 
I  think  Peter  Finnegan  Peter  Finnegan  had  been  in  the  seminary  with 
Jerry  Brown  That  s  right  Yes  of  course  They  were  very  close  from 
seminary  days  There  was  one  other  person  I  can  t  recall  who  it  was 
And  then  of  course  it  picked  up  steam  with  other  people  coming  into 
it  like  Bob  Batinovich  who  I  met  for  the  first  time,  Jerry  [Jeremiah 
F  ]  Hallisey  who  I  guess  I  met  before  then  who  was  then  practicing 
in  a  partnership  with  Charlie  O  Bnen  who  I  ve  mentioned  before  and 
another  young  lawyer  by  the  name  of  Tony  Doherty  who  I  haven  t 
seen  come  to  think  of  it  in  several  years 

So  we  would  meet  Joe  Kelly,  and  Finnegan  and  Joe 
Houghtelmg  and  me  Joe  Houghtelmg  was  the  oldest  and  he  kind  of 
presided  And  there  was  a  fifth  maybe  a  sixth  from  time  to  time 
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Then  of  course  Joe  Alioto  lost  in  June  of  1974  Jerry  Brown 
then  went  on  to  defeat  Evelle  [J  ]  Younger 
Let  me  ask  you  something  about  that  primary  campaign 
Yes 

I  m  sure  you  11  remember  what  went  on  for  several  months  during  that 
campaign  was  the  Patty  Hearst  kidnapping  which  was  in  the  press 
constantly  I  ve  been  told  that  some  people  feel  that  that  helped 
influence  that  primary  That  Jerry  Brown  may  have  benefited  from  it 
because  he  had  the  best  name  identification 

I  don  t  know  I  never  heard  that  We  never  even  talked  about  that  in 
our  meetings  that  I  ve  referred  to 

I  raised  a  pretty  good  amount  of  money  for  Jerry  Brown  I  raised 
about  $  1 0  000  which  was  a  lot  of  money  for  me  to  raise  I  was  not  a 
champion  fundraiser 
Who  did  you  appeal  to  for  these  funds? 

From  people  who  had  supported  me  over  the  last  two  and  a  half  years 
as  a  candidate  or  in  the  board  of  supervisors  I  was  in  the  press  a  good 
deal  and  more  of  the  press  liked  me  than  didn  t  There  were  some 
withering  columns  from  time  to  time  Russ  Cone  for  example  He 
and  I  had  a  love  hate  relationship  He  d  been  a  city  hall  reporter  for 
the  Examiner  for  fourteen  years  He  was  the  most  knowledgeable 
Jerry  Bums  was  the  Chronicle  reporter  He  wasn  t  as  hard  hitting  and 
he  tended  to  be  liberal  He  liked  Mendelsohn  particularly  and 
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Feinstein  I  think  he  liked  a  good  deal  But  anyway  I  had  as  they 
say  pretty  good  press 

From  June  74  until  he  left  office  January  8  1975  the 
relationship  between  Joe  Alioto  and  I  became  warmer  By  the  fall  of 
1975  a  barometer  of  that  was  that  he  would  name  me  acting  mayor 
more  than  the  other  supervisors  In  fact  I  remember  the  first  time  he 
made  me  acting  mayor  It  would  have  been  gosh  1972  I  suppose 
He  d  generally  spread  it  around  but  some  he  would  favor  more  than 
others  I  think  he  favored  Mendelsohn  more  than  others  Pelosi  he 
should  have  because  Ron  was  president  of  the  board  But  it  was 
warmer  and  warmer  John  Monaghan  Ed  Sareille  and  then  Bemie 
Orsi  Bemie  Orsi  was  a  bright  young  guy  who  became  very  friendly 
with  me  and  vice  versus  a  friendship  which  endures  to  this  day 
Did  he  slight  Femstein  at  all  in  this  or  did  he  play  along  with  her? 

Not  demonstrably  After  about  a  year  or  so  I  don  t  think  he  did  He 
was  a  much  bigger  more  capacious  person  than  the  average  politician 
Was  he  a  pretty  good  mayor  do  you  think? 

He  was  a  pretty  good  mayor  yes  He  wasn  t  as  good  a  mayor  as 
George  Christopher  in  my  opinion  He  wasn  t  as  good  an 
administrator  He  was  a  different  kind  of  mayor  He  was  a  go  go  go 
mayor  He  was  a  spending  mayor  Christopher  was  a  conservative 
Republican  and  treated  the  administration  in  that  vein  Joe  gave  much 
brilliance  to  the  city  because  he  s  the  most  cultured  person  I  ever  knew 
in  politics  He  was  so  learned  in  the  classics  in  art  m  music  He  was 
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engaging  He  gave  the  city  that  kind  of  a  patina  which  nobody  has 
matched  before  or  since 

I  saw  Alioto  once  coming  out  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel  from  maybe  ten 
feet  away  and  I  was  really  impressed  with  his  presence  immaculately 
tailored  smiling  kind  of  charismatic  really 

He  was  charismatic  Also  I  should  mention  within  that  period  1974 
early  74  his  family  -  his  cousin  Frank  Alioto  and  he  and  maybe  a 
couple  of  other  relatives  -  had  bought  the  Far  Eastern  Shipping 
Company  [FESCO]  Pacific  Line  which  was  a  major  tenant  of  the  Port 
of  San  Francisco  That  and  the  American  President  Lines  were  the 
two  major  shipping  tenants  It  was  not  the  right  thing  to  do  for  the 
mayor  of  San  Francisco  He  didn  t  acknowledge  any  conflicts  of 
mterest  between  his  responsibilities  as  mayor  and  his  responsibilities 
to  FPL  Barbagelata  and  I  started  to  create  a  furor  over  that 
Because  the  mayor  appoints  the  port  commissioners 
Yes  And  we  succeeded  m  creating  a  special  committee  to  investigate 
the  port  We  did  it  in  the  face  of  opposition  from  Feinstein 
Mendelsohn  and  Francois  It  s  amazing  how  we  did  it  We  did  it 
with  the  media  behind  us  and  the  demands  for  it  Agam  Feinstein  et 
al  could  not  risk  stopping  it  For  example  Terry  was  on  the 
committee  It  was  basically  John  Terry  and  me  I  think  it  was  a  five 
member  committee,  but  I  can  t  remember  the  other  two  participating 
much  and  we  had  an  investigation  that  was  exciting 
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I  know  what  Ahoto  did  He  moved  Bemie  Orsi  from  general 
manager  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  port  director  with  FPL 
with  his  sons’  John  [Ahoto]  was  the  president  of  the  FPL  His  son 
Joe  -  Joseph  A  Ahoto  as  distinguished  from  Joseph  Lawrence  Ahoto 
-  was  the  attorney  for  it  It  was  pure  Joe  Ahoto  that  he  would  do  such 
a  thing  It  resulted  in  him  filing  suit  I  think  Or  did  the  city  attorney 
Tom  0  Connor  file  some  suit*?  Jack  [John  J  ]  Ferdon  was  the  DA 
Jack  may  have  filed  some  suit  I  have  to  refresh  my  memory  from 
newspaper  clippings 

In  any  event  Joe  Ahoto  s  son  -  Joseph  A  -  took  my  deposition 
m  this  lawsuit  took  John  Barbagelata  s  deposition  in  the  lawsuit  My 
attorney  representing  me  pro  bono  is  my  good  friend  Michael 
Jennings  Keady  who  loved  this  stuff  A  big  red  headed  Irishman  and 
one  of  my  best  friends  who  died  of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  A  terrible 
story 

But  anyway  we  opened  the  deposition  up  to  the  press  and  the 
press  came  And  so  we  made  it  into  a  publicity  event  [Laughter  ] 

So  with  all  of  that  oh  I  battered  Joe  I  battered  him  pretty  good 
and  John  Barbagelata  battered  him  But  he  never  seemed  to  carry  a 
grudge  He  had  his  witticisms  and  his  put  downs  with  me  such  as 
some  idea  I  had  and  he  said  Well  Supervisor  Kopp  has  a  nght  to 
make  a  fool  out  of  himself  with  respect  to  the  First  Amendment 
something  like  that  But  he  was  never  malicious  And  in  1975  in  the 
mayor  s  race  I  have  an  idea  he  voted  for  John  Barbagelata 
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I  started  spending  time  in  the  mayor  s  office  by  that  time  the  fall 
of  75  September  or  October  Berme  I  think  was  still  at  the  port  as 
the  director  He  wouldn  t  be  there  [in  the  mayor  s  office]  but  Ed 
Sareille  would  be  there  and  John  Kevm  Starr  had  joined  the 
administration  by  that  time  He  started  working  in  the  mayor  s  office 
and  then  I  think  Joe  appointed  him  city  librarian  before  he  left  One 
or  two  others 

I  remember  a  conversation  with  Joe  - 1  ve  forgotten  who  else 
was  there  maybe  Monaghan  -  about  John  Barbagelata  and  the 
conversation  was  whether  he  was  anti  Semitic,  and  I  said  No,  I  don  t 
think  he  s  anti  Semitic  And  Joe  and  I  agreed  that  he  wasn  t  pro 
Semitic  either 

He  talked  benignly  of  John  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  he 
voted  for  him  He  certainly  wouldn  t  vote  for  Feinstein  Moscone  was 
too  far  left  Joe  was  not  a  liberal  by  background  North  Beach  Italians 
were  a  conservative  group  More  of  them  were  Republican  than 
Democrat  After  the  free  spending  days  of  the  war  on  poverty  now 
it  s  1975  and  he  s  settled  in 

There  was  however  a  major  event  m  August  of  1975  and  that 
was  when  the  police  union  and  the  fire  union  went  on  strike  The 
firefighters  union  and  the  POA  -  Police  Officers  Association  -  went 
on  strike  The  leader  of  the  POA  was  a  sergeant  Jerry  Crowley  The 
leader  of  the  firefighters  I  think  was  Jim  Ferguson  then  And  Alioto 
was  in  the  East  I  think  he  was  in  Boston  on  some  kind  of  business 
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probably  private  law  business  That  s  another  charter  amendment 
which  evolved  from  that  1 11  tell  you  about 

Femstein  was  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  most  of 
the  people  in  the  city  were  outraged  over  that  and  it  had  an  effect 
upon  the  free  spending  labor  union  loving  colleagues  of  ours  1  e 
Femstein  Mendelsohn  Pelosi  Gonzales  and  Francois  In  fact  Terry 
was  outraged  and  it  was  kind  of  a  frightening  time  too  because 
you  re  without  police  protection  I  remember  Terry  wanted  to  do 
something  about  sitting  on  his  roof  with  his  gun  or  something  I  mean 
Terry  was  quite  a  guy  And  at  the  end  he  was  quite  conservative  - 
quite  conservative 
Now  he  was  black  right? 

Yes  He  came  from  New  Orleans  in  the  Marine  Corps  as  an  enlisted 
man  m  World  War  II  and  wound  up  m  San  Francisco  He  went  to 
Hastings  Law  School 

We  supervisors  acted  together  It  went  on  for  about  four  days 
Ahoto  came  back  on  a  Friday  and  he  used  an  emergency  clause  in  the 
charter  which  said  then  the  mayor  can  proclaim  an  emergency  and  in 
effect  can  act  in  any  way  the  mayor  wants  And  he  acted  and  signed 
an  emergency  ordinance  which  gave  them  the  nine  percent  raise  that 
they  d  been  demanding  declaring  to  the  populace  that  we  could  not 
continue  with  the  emergency  of  no  police  or  fire  services  Not  all  the 
police  went  on  strike  Many  of  the  inspectors  didn  t  In  fact  several 
inspectors  and  I  used  to  hang  around  together  after  five  at  Cookie  s  - 
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Cookie  Picetti  s  place  -  the  Star  Cafe  on  Keamy  Street  right  near 
Clay  which  had  been  there  many  years  back  when  the  Hall  of  Justice 
was  on  Keamy  where  the  Holiday  Inn  now  is  And  I  guess  a  few  of 
the  battalion  chiefs  of  the  fire  department  stayed  on  But  it  was  a 
frightening  four  days 

What  was  your  reaction  to  him  putting  that  raise  into  effect? 

We  were  indignant  We  thereupon  -  John  and  I  -  were  then  able  to 
quality  with  our  colleagues  unanimous  votes  about  five  charter 
amendments  m  November  including  one  I  wrote  which  revised  that 
emergency  clause  so  it  could  only  be  done  with  acquiescence  of  two 
thirds  of  the  supervisors  We  had  one  -  John  s  -  which  changed  the 
way  that  pay  and  fringe  benefits  were  set  for  the  craft  unions  -  the 
plumbers  the  carpenters  electricians  all  of  them  -  and  that  led  to  a 
strike  the  following  spring 

Gosh  there  were  five  of  them  -  a  package  I  think  I  wrote  the 
one  then  or  maybe  I  d  written  it  before  which  changed  the  section 
relating  to  the  mayor  putting  m  the  clause  The  mayor  shall  be  a  full 
time  mayor  with  no  outside  business  interests  That  was  the  take 
care  of  Joe  practicing  law  He  practiced  law  right  out  of  the  mayor  s 
office  Many  a  day  or  a  Saturday  he  d  have  Ann  Racich  who  was  his 
secretary  taking  dictation  on  some  complaint  he  was  filing  in  a  civil 
lawsuit  somewhere  an  anti  trust  case  or  something  [Laughter  ] 

Well  this  has  been  in  the  news  recently  -  maybe  in  the  last  year  - 
because  of  Willie  Brown  s  desire  to  become — 


190 


[End  of  Tape  7  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  7  Side  B] 

KOPP  That  clause  would  preclude  Willie  Brown  from  such  an  outside 

position 

SENEY  Do  you  think  that  that  s  such  a  broad  discretion  in  the  mayor  s  hands 
that  came  from  the  1906  earthquake9 
KOPP  The  emergency  proclamation9 

SENEY  Yes 

KOPP  I  don  t  know  It  was  in  the  1932  charter  You  d  have  to  go  back  to  I 

think  the  1 9 1 1  charter  I  don  t  have  the  1 9 1 1  I  don  t  think  I  do 
Maybe  I  do  somewhere 

But  anyway  those  all  went  on  the  ballot  in  November  There 
were  six  of  us  running  for  reelection  again  It  was  Pelosi 
Mendelsohn  Molinan  Gonzales  Francois  and  me  And  it  was 
thought  that  Terry  and  Bob  would  be  weak  and  Molinan  and  I  would 
be  reelected  and  Pelosi  and  Mendelsohn  would  be  reelected  Again 
Bob  Mendelsohn  wanted  to  run  number  one  Ron  didn  t  have  the  fire 
in  his  belly  as  much  by  then  Barbara  and  he  had  gotten  divorced  in 
the  aftermath  of  that  devastating  fire  and  the  loss  of  their  two  children 
He  didn  t  seem  to  have  as  much  interest  But  Bob  definitely  did  and 
that  leads  to  an  event  which  happened 

Now  we  re  coming  into  1975  and  the  mayor  s  election  also 
Feinstein  of  course  makes  no  secret  that  she  s  running  again  And 
George  Moscone  decides  to  run  again 
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Bob  Dolan  was  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  about 
twenty  five  years  A  remarkable  man  who  s  now  in  his  eighties  and 
still  a  friend  of  mine  After  I  became  a  supervisor  I  got  to  know  Bob 
Dolan  Bob  took  a  particular  interest  m  me  because  Bob  who  was  a 
poor  kid  from  the  Mission  had  gone  to  night  law  school  and  become  a 
lawyer  He  liked  the  law  He  was  a  career  city  employee  When 
Elmer  Robinson  was  mayor  he  d  been  a  young  man  He  was 
executive  secretary  to  Elmer  Robinson  and  he  became  I  think  the 
first  director  of  the  Redevelopment  Agency  and  clerk  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  He  knew  the  charter  backwards  and  forwards  He  was  a 
wise  man  He  took  extra  time  with  me  on  legislation  John 
Barbagelata  would  hardly  ever  take  his  advice  because  John  didn  t 
operate  within  a  legalistic  framework  And  Bob  would  be  visibly 
upset  with  John  even  though  he  was  conservative  but  he  d  be  upset 
with  John  s  obliviousness  of  legal  niceties  or  requirements  On  the 
other  hand  I  was  a  pupil  who  always  appreciated  that  kind  of  teaching 
One  day  Bob  Dolan  and  I  drove  to  Sacramento  I  can  t 
remember  the  reason  I  may  have  wanted  to  testify  on  some  bill  And 
Bob  said  Let  s  go  In  those  days  the  board  of  supervisors  had  two 
city  vehicles  One  was  used  by  the  clerk  -  Bob  Dolan  -  and  the  other 
was  for  use  of  whoever  was  the  president  of  the  board  and  a  driver 
Frankie  Aiello  who  was  a  very  important  part  of  my  life  in  those  days 
especially  after  I  became  president  of  the  board  because  he  d  be  with 
you  everyday  He  d  come  over  and  pick  you  up  in  the  morning  and 
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sometimes  if  you  were  on  vacation  or  some  supervisor  wanted  it  for  a 
reason  you  d  allow  that  to  happen 

So  Bob  had  the  city  car  and  we  drove  to  Sacramento  We 
visited  George  in  his  office  And  I  remember  Bob  saying  to  George 
Why  do  you  want  to  be  mayor9  By  that  time  George  was  the  Senate 
majority  leader  In  other  words  the  pro  tem  was  George  Miller  Jr  I 
think  so  And  George  was  number  two  He  was  a  disciple  of  George 
Miller  Jr  s 

SENEY  Was  it  Miller  or  was  it  [James  R  ]  Mills  by  that  time9 

KOPP  It  may  have  been  Mills  That  s  right  We  re  in  the  70s  It  was  Mills 

yes  I  m  thinking  of  another  occasion  when  I  was  with  George  Miller 
Jr  and  George  Moscone  That  was  after  65  Although  I  ve  skipped 
that  part  I  should  cover  that  too  because  that  was  a  milestone  in  all  of 
this  era  in  San  Francisco  politics  and  I  will  do  that 

George  said  Well  I  want  to  stay  home,  and  I  don  t  want  to 
commute  back  and  forth  Of  course  he  had  four  children  relatively 
young  at  the  time  They  were  young 

So,  all  nght  George  was  running  and  Femstem  was  running  and 
people  talked  about  me  running  A  few  people  talked  about  me 
running  I  had  a  fundraiser  after  Brown  was  elected  in  December 
1974  at  the  Sheraton  Palace  at  the  Palace  Hotel  Gosh  can  you 
imagine9  I  think  the  price  of  that  was  something  like  $35  a  plate  And 
it  was  packed  Jerry  Brown  deigned  to  make  an  appearance  He  made 
an  appearance  and  I  think  Joe  Alioto  came  He  may  not  have  but 
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Jerry  Brown  made  some  simplistic  remarks  Churchilhan  he  s  not 
Herb  Caen  was  there  and  television  and  all  of  this  My  friend  Mike 
Keady  was  the  MC  [master  of  ceremonies] 

So  I  put  away  about  $36  000  I  think  out  of  that  mostly  out  of 
that  and  you  could  only  spend  whatever  it  was  -  $54  000  or 
something  No  it  was  $51  000  You  could  only  spend  $51  000  So 
all  I  had  left  was  another  $15  000  to  raise  and  that  was  easy  to  raise 
to  run  for  reelection  But  in  the  meantime  John  asked  me  to  run 

John  said  You  run  for  mayor 

And  I  said  I  don  t  think  so  Gee  I  only  have  four  years  under 
my  belt 

He  says  You  11  run  and  you  11  win 

And  I  said  How  re  you  going  to  win  with  Moscone  with 
Feinstem'? 

In  the  meantime  Milton  Marks  announces  he  s  running  and  Jack 
Ertola  announces  he  s  running  from  the  superior  court  And  that  had 
an  effect  because  I  didn  t  want  to  run  against  Jack  -  psychologically 
Jack  had  been  a  friend  of  mine  I  associated  myself  with  him  I 
campaigned  for  him  in  67  again  m  70  when  he  ran  for  the  Superior 
Court 

In  1971  I  had  three  co  chairmen  of  my  campaign  Ruth  Church 
Gupta,  a  lawyer  from  my  days  in  the  21st  Assembly  District, 
Democratic  League  The  Tipplers  - 1  ve  got  to  put  this  footnote  in  - 
which  was  kind  of  citywide  was  actually  the  Associated  Democratic 
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Club  or  the  Associated  Democrats  That  was  the  formal  name  but  the 
euphemism  was  the  Tipplers  The  21st  Assembly  District  which  I 
joined  in  1958  because  I  lived  in  the  21st  Assembly  Distnct  Ruth 
Church  Gupta  had  been  president  of  it  And  Chad  Ertola  Chad  Ertola 
was  Jack  s  brother  who  was  a  banker  and  had  been  a  friend  And  the 
third  co  chairman  was  Gene  Connell  who  was  a  contractor  masonry 
and  fire  proofing  and  was  a  client  of  mine  also 

Chad  Ertola  towards  the  end  of  the  campaign  had  simply 
disappeared  in  fact  in  a  way  had  disavowed  the  campaign  Bob 
Lynch  who  s  now  dead  having  committed  suicide  unfortunately 
always  thought  it  was  because  Chad  Ertola  realized  that  I  would  be 
elected  that  I  d  be  popular  and  that  I  might  be  a  mayoral  candidate 
Chad  s  only  evocation  was  that  I  had  mistreated  Ike  Felzer  who 
turned  himself  inside  out  putting  up  signs  for  me  It  was  years  before 
Chad  and  I  had  a  rapprochement  which  we  ve  had  in  the  last  couple  of 
years  He  s  retired  from  banking 

But  in  1 975  I  just  didn  t  feel  strong  enough  psychologically  to 
run  in  effect  against  Jack  Ertola  So  I  said  No  John  I  m  not  going 
to  run 

Now  there  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Mo  Bernstein  -  Moms 
Bernstein  -  who  was  a  little  friend  of  all  the  world  operator  who  was 
then  m  his  60  s  He  was  kind  of  a  Dutch  uncle  to  Femstein  He 
promoted  John  s  candidacy  in  this  devious  way  He  claimed  to  have  a 
poll  and  he  claimed  to  -  John  s  dead  now  -  but  I  think  he  showed 
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John  the  results  or  maybe  he  didn  t  even  show  him  Maybe  he  simply 
informed  him  of  this  poll  which  showed  John  running  neck  and  neck 
with  either  Moscone  or  Feinstein  Of  course  his  tactic  was  to  get 
another  Italian  in  the  race  to  appeal  to  the  conservative  base  that  would 
be  Jack  Ertola  s  That  was  the  reason 

Well  it  didn  t  take  much  to  induce  John  because  he  hated 
Feinstein  and  he  wanted  to  beat  her  in  the  worst  way  any  way  So  he 
decides  to  run  for  mayor  Well  of  course  exactly  that  happened  He 
obliterated  Jack  Ertola  And  of  course  as  we  know  he  finished  in  the 
runoff  with  George  Moscone  Milton  Marks  finished  fourth  Left  him 
in  the  dust  Milton  Marks  was  a  Republican  He  obliterated  Milton 
Marks  Republican  base  And  he  ran  whatever  eight  or  nine  hundred 
votes  ahead  of  Feinstein  and  he  did  so  because  he  concentrated  only 
on  Feinstein  He  knew  Moscone  would  be  in  the  runoff  He  paid  no 
attention  to  George  Moscone 

He  put  out  literature  that  literally  and  figuratively  took  his  record 
of  votes  and  Femstein  s  It  would  have  two  columns  description  of 
the  matter  and  where  she  voted  for  every  spending  ordinance  there  he 
voted  no  and  he  defeated  her 

SENEY  So  Mo  Bernstein  s  little  tactic  backfired  on  him 
KOPP  It  backfired  on  him  yes 

So  I  ran  a  campaign  for  reelection  and  again  it  was  low  budget 


$5 1  000  We  had  a  young  woman  we  hired  Fred  Martin  was  a  great 
help  then  as  he  was  at  the  tail  end  of  the  71  campaign  My  sister 
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Vivian  in  71  came  up  and  spent  the  last  two  to  three  weeks  of  the 
campaign  at  what  she  does  best  which  is  organizing  telephone 
volunteers  to  telephone  precincts  She  did  the  same  thing  in  1975  My 
niece  Leslie  Forbes  came  up  early  in  the  campaign  She  was  then  I 
think  still  in  college  at  Smith  and  she  came  up  m  August  or  July 
When  we  opened  the  campaign  headquarters  we  had  kitty  comer  from 
me  the  Taraval  Branch  Library  on  Taraval  Street  We  paid  this 
woman  I  think  a  couple  thousand  dollars  a  month  And  we  just 
fanned  out  all  over 

I  got  all  kinds  of  endorsements  I  stayed  away  from  the  labor 
council  endorsements  1 11  never  forget  John  Monaghan  was  with  me 
that  night  We  went  down  we  tested  the  temperature  and  Monaghan 
says  Get  out  of  here  Because  of  course  labor  was  on  the  rampage 
with  respect  to  all  the  incumbents 

But  the  incumbents  were  safe  The  incumbents  just  swept  right 
back  in  The  only  race  was  for  number  one  It  was  between 
Mendelsohn  Molinan  and  me  I  won  I  finished  number  one  with 
1 16  000  votes  It  was  less  than  Ron  Pelosi  had  amassed  four  years 
before  but  it  was  an  improvement  I  think  I  was  elected  in  71  with 
about  96  000  votes  I  finished  comfortably  ahead  of  Jack  Molinan  I 
say  comfortably  Probably  five  or  six  thousand  And  Mendelsohn 
to  his  abject  surpnse  finished  third1 

There  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Peter  Mendelsohn  who  was  a 
senior  citizen  active  in  the  great  fight  against  the  Yerba  Buena 
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Redevelopment  Plan  and  Peter  Mendelsohn  ran  for  supervisor  Bob 
Mendelsohn  claimed  that  Peter  Mendelsohn  had  taken  votes  from  him 
and  that  was  the  reason  he  finished  third  And  he  even  tried  to  break 
the  custom  of  voting  for  the  number  one  vote  getter  as  president  That 
ended  when  Jack  Molinan  announced  that  he  was  voting  for  me  for 
president  That  put  an  end  to  Mendy  -  his  nickname  -  Mendy  s 
efforts  1 11  have  to  remind  Mend/  of  that  next  time  we  talk 
Didn  t  he  subsequently  get  in  some  trouble  over  the  Coastal 
Commission9 

Yes  In  fact  he  d  gotten  in  trouble  in  74  In  74  the  FPPC  filed  a 
lawsuit  against  Bill  [William  F  ]  Grader  [Sr  ]  Zeke  [William  F  Jr  ] 
Grader  s  father  who  had  run  for  Congress  and  lost  to  Don  Clausen 
Edwards9 

No  Gee  whiz  isn  t  that  awful9  Clem  [Clement  W  ]  Miller  was  m 
that  seat  before  a  Democrat  who  had  gone  down  in  an  airplane  up  m 
that  first  congressional  district9 
Yes  yes 

And  Don  Clausen  I  ran  into  him  m  Femdale  about  four  or  five  years 
ago  But  anyway  Bill  Grader  ran  against  him  unsuccessfully  But  he 
was  part  of  that  Bill  Grader  had  represented  some  development 
project  up  there  and  Mendelsohn  was  on  the  Coastal  Commission 
Oh  do  I  remember  that 

The  Coastal  Commission  Act  was  adopted  m  72,  that  initiative 
I  opposed  it  It  passed  then  I  wanted  to  be  on  the  regional 
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commission  to  make  sure  the  Coastal  Commission  didn  t  do  what  I 
suspected  it  would  do  -  abuse  its  power  And  Feinstein  the  great 
environmentalist  and  Mendy  of  course,  was  gearing  up  to  run  for 
state  controller  so  that  would  be  a  good  credential  But  it  worked  out 
because  Mendy  was  good  at  putting  together  deals  So  he  put  together 
a  deal  where  I  went  on  BCDC  No  it  was  another  deal 
BCDC  is-? 

Bay  Conservation  Development  Commission  No  I  d  gone  on  that  in 
January  72  That  wasn  t  his  deal  He  put  together  a  deal  where  I 
went  on  the  BART  [Bay  Area  Rapid  Transit  Authority]  board  of 
directors  -  that  s  what  he  did  -  which  was  great  for  me  He  and 
Feinstein  went  on  the  regional  Coastal  Commission 
And  these  are  among  a  number  of  boards  that  you  would  serve  on  ex 
officio  as  being  a  board  supervisor  member 
Yes  Regional  agencies  BCDC  is  the  nine  Bay  Area  counties  The 
Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  nme  Bay  Area  counties 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  District  is  six  counties  That  was  one  the  boys  all 
loved  That  is  the  most  worthless  unnecessary  of  all  of  the  agencies 
There  was  another  one  There  was  the  Bay  Area  Sewer  Service 
Agency  That  was  the  only  governmental  agency  I  know  ever 
abolished  That  was  m  effect  for  about  eighteen  months  to  two  years 
Jack  Maltester,  who  was  mayor  of  San  Leandro  about  twenty  years 
was  on  that  He  and  I  still  laugh  and  joke  about  that  I  was  on  it  as  an 
alternate  and  went  to  a  couple  of  meetings  That  was  the  most  useless 
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of  all  That  s  the  only  one  ever  abolished  The  others  never  are 
abolished 

But  in  any  event  75  election  I  become  the  top  vote  getter  Then 
I  m  elected  president  January  8th  In  the  meantime  the  runoff  Now 
in  the  primary  I  didn  t  endorse  any  candidate,  but  m  the  runoff  the 
choice  is  clear  and  I  endorse  John  Barbagelata  and  I  devote  time  to  it 
So  did  Molinan  But  Molinan  wasn  t  seriously  going  to  He  was  still 
a  Republican  but  he  wasn  t  seriously  going  to 

I  arranged  a  meeting  between  Barbagelata  and  Molinan  and 
mediated  it  resulting  in  an  endorsement  It  was  the  afternoon  of  the 
first  television  debate  which  was  an  atrocious  debate  if  you  were  a 
Barbagelata  supporter  because  John  didn  t  know  how  to  debate 
George  is  glib  as  can  be  A  tnal  lawyer  Molinan  wanted  to  attend 
that  and  so  John  Barbagelata  said  Sure  After  Molinan  saw  that 
debate  that  was  about  the  last  you  saw  of  Molinan  in  the  Barbagelata 
for  Mayor  campaign  He  made  his  deal  with  Mo  scone  All  during 
74  it  was  obvious  that  he  wasn  t  fully  a  trustworthy  confederate 
SENEY  Let  me  ask  you  did  you  run  in  distncts  in  751? 

KOPP  No  Distncts  came  later  Districts  had  been  on  the  ballot  m  72 

There  were  five  or  six  ballot  measures  -  choices  for  people  to  make  - 
and  none  of  them  received  a  majonty  We  opposed  it  John  and  I 

In  any  event  I  campaigned  for  John  John  had  a  spare  campaign 


He  had  hardly  any  staff  He  had  Eddie  Spizell  some  fellow  an  ad 
guy  who  d  just  come  into  town  from  Cleveland  who  was  pretty  good 
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and  approached  it  the  way  John  would  like  it  s  an  advertising  project 
He  ran  it  out  of  the  Palestinians  hall  over  here  -  Ramallah  Hall  over 
on  Ocean  -  and  he  believed  in  these  events  where  he  d  serve  breakfast 
to  volunteers  He  had  a  way  he  generated  volunteers  His  volunteers 
were  sturdy  and  they  were  unremitting  and  they  believed  in  him 

He  wouldn  t  make  a  deal  with  anybody  Harvey  Milk  who  had 
run  for  the  board  of  supervisors  -  in  fact  I  think  he  d  run  in  1973  and 
ran  again  m  75  because  I  remember  giving  him  advice  -  he  didn  t 
know  much  about  city  government  I  remember  -  just  as  a  benevolent 
gesture  after  some  candidate  s  night  event  where  I  corrected  him  about 
some  assertion  he  made  about  an  ordinance  He  wanted  to  make  a 
deal  John  would  have  none  of  it  Of  course  I  was  the  same  way  four 
years  later 

It  was  almost  as  if  he  didn  t  want  to  be  elected  mayor  In  other 
words  he  still  was  shy  He  didn  t  like  the  personal  appearances  part 
of  it  He  wouldn  t  walk  the  neighborhood  stores  even  though  he  had 
done  that  I  think  before  and  he  told  me  that  s  what  you  can  do  He 
would  sit  and  cogitate  with  Ed  Spizell  about  the  next  brochure  It  was 
a  selling  project  And  he  couldn  t  do  well  in  the  debates  It  wasn  t  his 
forte  Then  of  course  they  [Moscone  s  campaign]  brought  in  the 
People  s  Temple  this  guy  [Jim]  Jones  and  they  stole  the  election 
There  s  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  they  stole  the  election 

Even  with  all  of  that  this  city  wasn  t  yet  ready  for  George 
Moscone  In  the  runoff  John  did  about  the  same  thing  he  did  with 
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Feinstein  He  ran  the  two  columns  with  Moscone  s  votes  and 
George  s  votes  were  so  liberal  on  everything'  I  didn  t  even  realize  it 
because  I  still  always  viewed  George  as  a  good  guy,  congenial  I 
could  talk  with  him  in  the  same  terms  about  sports  about  this  and  that 
Monaghan  liked  him  We  wound  up  together  in  North  Beach  one 
night  at  Pee  Wee  Feram  s  jomt  I  didn  t  see  George  much  in  those 
years 

When  I  ran  in  71  that  s  right  I  went  over  to  George  s  He  had 
a  law  office  in  association  with  the  Hanson  Bndgett  Marcus  firm 
Jerry  Marcus  I  mentioned  back  from  the  58  Mosk  campaign  As  I 
remember  it  George  didn  t  endorse  me  but  he  was  encouraging  and 
said  You  11  win  and  I  said  How  do  I  know9  I  said  I  d  like  your 
endorsement  [Laughter  ] 

That  takes  me  back  to  65  In  1965  the  Legislature  had  to  create 
new  districts  especially  in  the  Senate  in  the  aftermath  of  Baker  v 
Carr  It  did  so  at  the  beginning  of  1965  for  a  June  election  I  think  it 
was  a  June  election  Maybe  it  wasn  t  maybe  it  was  November  And 
it  meant  that  San  Francisco  would  have  two  Senate  districts  Gene 
McAteer  of  course  would  stay  in  one  The  other  would  be  an  open 
district 

I  was  at  Dartmouth  for  a  reunion  It  was  my  fifteenth  reunion 
even  though  it  was  my  sixteenth  year  out  of  Dartmouth  because  they 
run  three  classes  together  My  wife  and  I  already  had  a  baby  We  left 
Shep  in  Denver  with  her  sister  and  then  flew  to  the  reunion  and  we 
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got  back  sometime  about  the  17th  of  June  I  got  a  call  We  ve  got  to 
have  a  meeting  of  the  group  and  the  meeting  was  at  Don  King  s 
house  I  m  pretty  sure  it  was  at  Don  King  s  house  up  on  Rockdale 
And  the  meeting  was  to  decide  on  who  would  run  for  the  Senate 
within  the  group  There  was  Pelosi  there  was  Jack  Casey  there  was 
Leo  McCarthy  there  was  Don  King  there  was  John  Foran  there  was 
Steve  Leonoudakis  and  there  was  me 

Jack  Ertola  never  appeared  Jack  Ertola  was  smart  because  Leo 
obviously  was  a  part  of  the  group  and  Gene  Connell  was  part  of  the 
group  by  now  He  d  set  it  up  so  that  the  group  would  say  Leo 
you  ve  got  to  run  for  the  Senate  Leo  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors 
and  so  was  George  Moscone  and  it  was  already  known  that  George 
Moscone  would  run  because  this  would  be  the  epic  clash  for  our 
generation  between  the  Burtons  and  the  old  Irish  Democratic  Party 
stalwarts  And  that  s  what  the  meeting  was  for  to  anoint  Leo  as  the 
candidate  And  I  sit  there  later  and  I  realize  Schmuck'  Again  I 
didn  t  have  strong  feelings  against  George  Moscone 

But  anyway  so  that  was  when  Leo  was  anointed  and  he  gets  the 
campaign  going  Leo  became  very  persnickety  about  people  not  doing 
enough  for  the  campaign  The  same  group  would  meet  Usually  it 
was  at  Don  King  s  house  and  Leo  would  say  People  aren  t  doing 
[this]  or  [that]  And  then  there  was  one  night  where  Leo  and  Gene 
Connell  -  Leo  personally  was  going  to  go  out  and  pull  off  Moscone 
house  signs  because  of  course  that  s  the  game  in  a  campaign  in  San 
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Francisco  pulling  off  the  opponent  s  signs  The  Burtons  and  whoever 
else  George  had  were  just  kicking  the  hell  out  of  Leo  s  signs  That  s 
one  night  when  I  saw  Leo  with  passion  He  was  going  to  go  out 
personally  with  his  own  hands  and  pull  those  signs  off 

I  just  lost  interest  in  his  campaign  -  that  s  indisputable  -  as  the 
months  went  by  I  think  the  election  was  November  I  remember  a 
day  or  two  before  the  election  seeing  Don  and  Leo  walking  down 
California  near  Montgomery  and  they  were  understandably  chilly  to 
me  and  that  s  where  that  whole  group  kind  of  fell  apart  over  that  race 
George  was  elected  and  I  said  to  myself  in  effect  gee  George 
is  still  a  good  guy  And  also  George  did  something  for  me  after  that 
My  father  had  never  been  able  to  obtain  a  California  license  to  practice 
pharmacy  because  all  the  states  except  a  few  conferred  reciprocity  on 
pharmacists  California  didn  t  and  Florida  didn  t  for  understandable 
reasons  because  people  would  like  to  retire  in  Florida  and  California 
and  the  pharmacists  wanted  to  protect  their  domain 
SENEY  Let  me  change  this  Judge 

[End  of  Tape  7  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  8  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  My  father  had  bought  a  drugstore  m  partnership  with  a  licensed 

pharmacist 
In  Los  Angeles 


SENEY 
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In  Los  Angeles  on  Doheny  and  Olympic  He  d  run  it  for  two  three 
or  four  years  but  it  hadn  t  been  satisfactory  His  partner  was  fine  but 
it  just  wasn  t  the  same  when  you  can  t  fill  prescriptions  So  he  was 
always  clamoring  for  that  license  because  with  the  license  then  he 
could  substitute,  and  he  could  work  25  hours  a  week  He  read  I  think 
in  the  pharmacist  magazine  of  a  bill  that  was  introduced  by 
[Assemblyman]  Carl  [A  ]  Bntschgi  whose  nickname  was  Ike 

Carl  Bntschgi  represented  a  distnct  in  San  Mateo  County  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  around  Redwood  City  Menlo  Park  etc 
He  was  a  Republican  He  d  introduced  it  apparently  for  a  constituent 
from  Nebraska  who  was  in  the  same  situation  licensed  in  Nebraska 
and  not  m  California  and  a  World  War  veteran  so  that  it  was  tailor 
made  just  to  apply 

My  dad  latches  onto  that  and  I  latch  onto  it  I  went  up  to 
Sacramento  with  my  dad  I  guess  he  flew  here  and  we  drove  up  and  I 
testified  and  supported  the  bill  I  ve  forgotten  what  happened  to  it 
That  must  have  been  about  1966  Then  I  talked  to  George  the  next 
year  about  reintroducing  it  in  67  and  we  expanded  it  We  altered  it 
in  some  way  and  George  earned  the  bill  As  a  matter  of  fact  that  bill 
was  heard  in  an  Assembly  committee  Ike  Bntschgi  s  bill  and  Willie 
Brown  was  on  that  committee  and  showboated  with  a  vote  and  a 
strong  statement  for  the  bill  knowing  that  it  would  be  killed  in 
committee  because  of  the  pharmacists  association  the  California 
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Pharmacists  Association  and  UCSF  [University  of  California  San 
Francisco]  the  Department  of  Pharmacology 

I  know  what  the  bill  would  have  done  The  first  bill  would  have 
exempted  you  from  taking  the  examination  I  think  that  was  Ike 
Bntschgi  s  bill  UCSF  opposed  it  too  the  Department  of 
Pharmacology  And  the  Pharmacists  Association  gee  I  can  still 
remember  the  lobbyist  God  I  was  mad  Of  course  I  was  so  naive 
when  it  comes  to  the  third  house  and  the  influence  on  the  Legislature 
So  Willie  Brown  showboated  for  my  benefit  and  it  induced  me 
to  send  him  a  campaign  contnbution  [Laughter  ] 

The  next  year  67  George  agreed  to  introduce  the  bill  and  we 
rewrote  it  in  some  way  I  know  what  the  law  was  You  couldn  t  even 
take  the  examination  My  dad  couldn  t  even  take  the  examination 
He  d  gone  to  Nevada  and  taken  the  Nevada  pharmacy  examination  at 
the  age  of  about  68  or  69  m  either  65  or  I  think  m  66  He  passed  it 
so  he  could  practice  in  Nevada  In  fact  he  did  He  shouldn  t  have 
because  he  could  not  stay  away  from  gambling  so  he  went  to  Vegas 
and  he  went  to  Reno  He  lived  and  worked  up  there  We  went  up  to 
see  him  m  the  winter  of  66 

So  you  couldn  t  even  take  it  unless  you  were  a  graduate  of  either 
six  or  four  year  pharmacy  college  See  now  it  s  a  six  year  course  So 
George  introduced  it  in  a  similar  but  slightly  different  form  It  went  to 
whatever  committee  Business  and  Professions  or  maybe  it  was 
Senate  Education  and  we  couldn  t  get  it  out  of  committee  again 
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So  anyway  I  gave  George  a  contribution  I  really  genuinely 
appreciated  George  doing  it  I  mean  George  really  was  sincere  about 
trying  to  help  and  he  said,  You  11  never  get  this  bill  out  of 
committee  I  had  a  good  relationship  with  him  through  those  years 
When  he  became  mayor  you  were  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors 

Yes  Well  I  was  president  the  first  two  years  We  shook  hands  We 
were  cordial  and  congenial  That  installation  was  an  important 
installation  I  can  recall  Alan  Cranston  of  all  people  showing  up  for 
it 

You  mean  the  installation  of  the  mayor 

Well  we  were  installed  at  the  same  time  In  other  words  when  a  new 
mayor  comes  m  the  new  mayor  is  sworn  in  - 1  m  pretty  sure  that  s  the 
way  it  went  -  at  the  same  time  as  the  new  supervisors  are  sworn  in  I 
can  t  recall  who  swore  us  in  I  guess  maybe  I  could  figure  it  out 
going  through  the  scrapbooks  But  anyway  we  were  sworn  in 
basically  the  same  time 

Cranston  was  there  as  much  as  anything  to  see  and  evaluate  me 
as  he  was  Moscone  because  he  knew  Moscone 
He  was  in  the  Senate  by  this  time 
Yes  And  he  only  knew  me  superficially  if  at  all 
What  do  you  think  a  senator  would  be  interested  in9 
Keeping  m  touch  with  who  is  on  the  rise  in  various  parts  of  the  state 
Maybe  thinking  you  might  be  a  potential  adversary  at  some  point? 


207 


KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


At  some  point  or  an  ally  One  who  does  that  now  is  this  [U  S 
Representative  Tom]  Lantos  around  here  He  s  the  same  type  as 
Cranston 

So  I  became  president  and  I  promptly  secured  a  reversal  of 
Femstem  s  committee  list  and  the  rules  and  all  that  Back  to  the 
Finance  Committee  and  with  three  people  I  made  Barbagelata  the 
chairman  There  kind  of  was  a  small  tradition  that  whoever  was 
runner  up  on  the  board  election  would  be  chairman  of  the  Fmance 
Committee  Ron  Pelosi  had  done  that  with  Bob  Mendelsohn  I 
explained  to  Molinan  that  m  the  circumstances  I  wanted  to  make 
Barbagelata  chairman  and  I  hoped  he  would  understand  He  did 
He  d  be  on  the  committee  I  in  effect  said  If  there  s  any  other 
committee  you  want  to  be  chairman  of  I  d  be  pleased  to  appoint  you 
to  that  I  ve  forgotten  the  committee  that  I  did  appoint  him  to  be 
chairman  of  I  think  I  appointed  von  Beroldingen  as  the  third  member 
Where  did  you  put  Feinstein9 

I  think  I  appomted  her  chair  of  the  Health  Committee  She  had  been 
chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  in  71  when  I  first  was  elected  and 
I  was  on  it  so  I  gave  it  to  her 

You  didn  t  think  like  you  should  put  her  as  head  of  the  State  and 

Federal  Relations  Committee9 

State  and  Nast9  [Laughter  ]  No  I  don  t  think  I  did 

1 11  tell  you  another  reason  why  not  because  I  forgot  this  part 


After  she  put  us  on  that  committee  then  we  began  introducing 
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resolutions  which  involved  legislation  that  put  them  on  the  spot  The 
most  severe  was  one  Barbagelata  introduced  to  support  a  U  S 
constitutional  amendment  to  ban  abortion  When  you  have  whatever 
we  had  five  or  six  or  seven  Roman  Catholics  on  that  board  - 
[laughter]  He  didn  t  bother  me  because  I  was  pro  choice  and  he 
knew  I  wouldn  t  vote  for  it  But  he  had  Gonzales  as  the  second 
member 

So  that  resolution  came  out  of  the  committee  two  to  one  Then 
when  it  got  to  the  floor  you  should  have  seen  Pelosi  Was  he  on  the 
spot1  Terry  Francois  was  a  Catholic  Molinan  was  a  Catholic  You 
should  have  seen  them  jumping  around  trying  to  avoid  a  vote  for  that 
resolution  [Laughter]  And  of  course  you  knew  Feinstein  would 
vote  no  but  that  s  just  what  he  wanted  to  make  sure  he  buried  her 
as  far  as  his  constituency  of  Roman  Catholics  was  concerned 

Oh  we  had  a  couple  of  resolutions  Wed  find  a  bill  either  in 
the  Legislature  or  in  the  Congress  [Laughter  ]  Oh  yes  So  you  d 
make  lemonade  out  of  a  lemon 

She  didn  t  figure  on  you  two  clever  boys  making  mischief  huh1? 
[Laughter  ] 

No  she  didn  t  It  wasn  t  a  major  disturbance  but  there  was  a  minor 
disturbance  to  her  from  time  to  time 

Now  from  77  to  79  then  that  s  when  the  districts  come  in  in  79 
That  s  right  District  elections  were  a  charter  amendment  m 
November  76  1 11  come  to  that 
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The  major  event  in  my  administration  as  president  was  the  labor 
strike  First  of  all  with  committee  assignments  I  played  it  straight 
and  I  played  it  honestly  I  didn  t  punish  her  I  didn  t  try  to  punish 
anybody  Bob  Mendelsohn,  by  that  time  had  run  and  lost  the 
nomination  for  state  controller  to  Ken  Cory  in  1974  Now  he  was 
running  for  the  State  Senate  to  run  against  Milton  Marks  So  he  was 
devoting  himself  to  that  Fred  Furth  a  lawyer  who  I  knew  and  was  a 
friend  of  mine  who  I  had  considered  some  years  previously  in  going 
into  an  association  with  at  least  moving  over  to  his  then  offices  in  the 
Russ  Building  was  also  a  candidate 

I  d  been  active  in  1972  in  Scoop  [U  S  Senator  Henry  M  ] 
Jackson  s  failed  campaign  for  the  Democratic  nomination  In  1976 
Scoop  was  running  again  Jesse  [M  ]  Unruh  was  the  state  treasurer 
He  was  his  state  chairman  Jerry  Brown  was  running  Ultimately 
Jesse  Unruh  said  to  me  This  campaign  isn  t  going  to  go  anywhere 
Make  yourself  part  of  the  Brown  delegation  and  I  eventually  was  an 
alternate  They  ran  the  delegation  at  the  convention  which  was  in 
New  York  so  that  one  day  you  could  be  the  delegate  and  the  next  day 
someone  else  would  be  the  delegate  That  was  satisfactory  and 
rewarding 

In  those  committees  assignments  were  distributed  I  tried  to 
instill  some  orderly  type  of  satisfying  everyone  s  aspirations 
Feinstein  s  aspirations  were  to  find  something  else  to  do  because 
she  d  run  and  failed  twice  for  mayor 
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Coming  in  third  must  have  been- 

Oh1  It  was  a  crusher  She  took  off  for  Aptos  for  their  beach  house 
Her  husband  was  still  alive  She  apparently  was  just  despondent  for 
days  George  of  course  smoothie  that  he  is  and  shrewdy  ran  down 
there  and  wooed  her  and  finally  was  able  to  get  her  endorsement  He 
despised  her  He  spoke  in  disparaging  terms  I  won  t  repeat  on  tape 
about  her  It  was  confirmed  to  me  by  a  friend  of  mine  who  I  ve  known 
since  high  school  who  hitched  his  star  to  George  years  ago  at  the  time 
George  ran  for  the  State  Senate  really  who  mentioned  it  just  last 
month  at  the  Bohemian  Grove  what  he  thought  of  her  Which  is 
common  It  was  common  1 11  devote  some  time  to  her 

Anyway  it  s  like  Irving  [S  ]  Cobb  the  old  Kentucky  humorist 
used  to  say  whenever  he  saw  someone  from  the  home  territory  in  a 
position  of  national  prominence  He  was  caught  between  local  pride 
and  fear  for  our  country  s  future  [Laughter  ] 

Those  words  come  to  mind  do  they9 

Yes  In  March  - 1  ve  forgotten  what  triggered  it  -  the  building  craft 
unions  went  out  on  strike  because  one  of  the  charter  amendments  from 
November  just  cut  those  fringe  benefits  They  had  not  just  vacations 
but  they  had  all  kinds  of  contrived  wasteful  benefits  The  most 
notable  was  probably  the  plumber  s  union  with  Joe  [Joseph  P  ] 
Mazzola  and  what  they  did  with  that  operation  they  have  up  m  Konocti 
Harbor  up  in  Clear  Lake 
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So  now  they  were  coming  into  a  new  ordinance  period  the  salary 
standardization  ordinance 

SENEY  The  city  was  paying  for  some  sort  of  recreation  facility  of  theirs*? 

KOPP  Yes  We  were  paying  for  people  -Id  have  to  go  back  again  but  that 

was  part  of  the  revulsion  of  the  voter  taxpayers  that  had  been  trimmed 
There  are  many  craft  unions  -  glassmakers  - 1  won  t  try  to  go  through 
them  My  memory  is  there  are  about  sixteen  of  them  represented 
among  all  the  public  works  and  recreation  and  park  department  The 
gardeners  have  a  union  The  laborers  have  a  union 

They  went  out  on  strike  and  we  had  a  new  negotiator  for  the 
board  of  supervisors  and  Moscone  was  mayor  The  public  was  again 
indignant  as  it  had  been  the  previous  August  over  the  police  and  fire 
The  stake  lasted  thirty  eight  days  I  was  the  most  prominent 
spokesperson  with  respect  to  the  stake  eclipsing  George  because  the 
board  of  supervisors  had  the  responsibility  of  passing  the  salary 
standardization  ordinance  We  hung  tough  and  all  eleven  of  the 
supervisors  hung  tough 

It  was  difficult  It  was  difficult  because  then  the  Municipal 
Railway  s  Transit  Workers  Union  went  out  on  strike  too  So  you  had 
the  mum  the  buses  shut  down  You  had  rubbish  not  being  picked  up 
All  of  that  The  lawns  not  bemg  tammed  the  median  lawns  It  was 
something  I  can  t  go  through  all  the  details  those  reflected,  but  I  was 
the  point  man  Press  conferences  We  were  meeting  in  permitted 


212 


SENEY 

KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 


closed  sessions  everyday  at  the  board  of  supervisors  [Without 
violating  the  open  meeting  statues  ] 

Because  these  would  have  been  construed  as  personnel  matters9 
Yes  I  had  to  hold  the  eleven  together  and  I  did  And  George  was 
good  George  was  good  up  to  a  point  and  that  point  was  reached 
towards  the  end  George  would  participate  in  many  of  those  closed 
sessions  Sometimes  we  didn  t  want  him  there  sometimes  we  did  He 
got  to  the  point  where  he  reported  that  the  Hetch  Hetchy  [Dam] 
workers  up  at  Moccasin  which  is  on  the  way  to  Hetch  Hetchy  the 
source  of  the  city  s  water  supply  were  rumored  to  be  thinking  about 
blowing  up  the  pipeline  violence  occurring  and  he  wanted  to  settle  it 
in  some  way 

In  a  way  he  settled  it  We  agreed  to  settle  it  It  was  agreed  to 
settle  in  a  way  m  which  three  people  were  appointed  to  be  in  effect 
arbitrators  and  make  decisions  I  agreed  to  it  John  wouldn  t  agree 
And  then  he  started  agitating  me  overnight 
John  Barbagelata 

Barbagelata  We  had  a  meeting  on  a  Sunday  morning  in  my  law 
office  which  was  at  300  Montgomery  Street  and  you  had  to  sign  in  on 
a  Sunday  to  come  up  in  the  office  We  had  a  meeting  with  somebody 
else  a  third  person  I  ve  forgotten  who  it  was  Oh  it  was  a  lawyer 
Was  it  Chip  [Vigo  G  ]  Nielsen  of  whom  we  talked  about,  filing  a 
lawsuit  to  stop  this  procedure9 
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Anyway  I  announced  the  next  day  that  I  wouldn  t  agree  with  it 
which  represented  a  change  of  mind  Then  my  colleagues  were 
angered  with  me  and  talked  about  either  impeachment  or  otherwise 
removing  me  I  think  they  talked  about  removing  me  as  president  It 
was  a  mistake  for  me  to  have  done  that  once  I  agreed  to  the 
arrangement  I  mean  we  were  such  purists  John  and  I  and  he  was 
purer  than  I  and  he  was  more  persnickety  than  I  was  But  this  three 
member  panel  came  out  with  some  face  saving  recommendations  and 
that  s  what  happened 

A  couple  of  mcidents  arose  out  of  that  On  a  bus  or  something 
or  returning  from  one  of  those  meetings  Femstein  made  some 
comments  about  Joe  Mazzola  which  later  resulted  in  Mazzola  suing 
her  for  slander 

What  else  occurred  as  a  result  in  the  course  of  this9  There  was 
another  lawsuit  Oh  I  know  what  happened  During  the  strike  I  had  a 
call  from  friends  of  mine  and  clients  -  Pete  and  Mel  Annuzzi  They 
were  cement  contractors  They  knew  a  guy  who  was  a  plumbing 
contractor  -  Joe  Martucchio  -  and  he  offered  to  do  some  repair  work 
on  city  pipes  because  Mazzola  s  people  had  sabotaged  pipes  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  outside  the  Academy  of  Sciences  They  had 
sabotaged  some  plumbing  of  toilets  and  the  like  at  the  airport  and 
Martucchio  volunteered  for  that  Martucchio  lived  somewhere  out 
towards  Seacliff  Some  pickup  truck  of  his  parked  outside  his  house 
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was  set  on  fire  they  think  by  Joe  Mazzola  s  brother  I  ve  forgotten  the 
brother  s  first  name  It  may  have  been  Tony 

Anyway  after  the  strike,  George  Moscone,  as  mayor,  instituted 
an  impeachment  proceeding  against  Joe  Mazzola  as  a  member  of  the 
Airports  Commission  There  had  been  only  one  such  proceeding 
previously  in  the  history  of  San  Francisco  and  that  was  shortly  after 
the  1932  charter  was  enacted  with  respect  to  a  public  defender - 
Frank  Eagan  -  who  had  been  accused  of  murder  of  a  client  At  that 
time  the  public  defender  could  also  have  a  law  practice  He  had 
written  a  will  for  an  old  lady  or  a  lady  and  then  had  participated  in 
her  murder  He  d  been  convicted  and  he  had  then  been  impeached  as 
public  defender 

The  proceeding  was  that  the  mayor  instigated  the  charge  the 
board  of  supervisors  sat  as  the  jury  and  the  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  presided  over  the  impeachment  trial  Vincent  Hallmhan 
had  defended  Frank  Eagan  and  he  had  a  then  young  lawyer  assisting 
him  by  the  name  of  James  Purcell  I  knew  Jim  Purcell  because  I  had 
tried  a  major  divorce  case  against  him  along  about  1970  Wonderful 
lawyer  Wonderful  man  Oh  what  a  lawyer  he  was  An  all  around 
trial  lawyer  who  would  try  any  kind  of  a  case 

So  I  would  preside  over  these  proceedmgs  but  it  was  felt  that  I 
should  have  a  parliamentarian  because  I  would  need  to  make  rulings  as 
a  judge  on  evidence  Mazzola  would  be  represented  by  Marvin  E 
Lewis  former  board  of  supervisors  member  Flamboyant  trial 
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attorney  The  mayor  would  be  represented  by  the  city  attorney  by 
Deputy  City  Attorney  George  Agnost  who  within  that  office  had 
been  designated  as  the  successor  to  Tom  O  Connor  That  office  was 
operated  as  a  career  professional  office  in  which  whoever  retired  as 
city  attorney  would  obtain  a  consensus  of  who  the  deputies  would  like 
to  succeed  him  from  within  the  office  unlike  today 

So  that  would  be  the  lineup  in  court  I  asked  Jim  Purcell  if  he 
could  call  upon  his  experience  what  forty  three  years  previously  to 
serve  as  my  parliamentarian  and  he  quickly  agreed  to  it  He  was  my 
advisor  on  evidence  And  we  proceeded  to  have  a  seven  day  trial 
Most  sessions  were  from  seven  until  ten  or  eleven  I  think  once  we 
had  an  afternoon  session 
SENEY  These  would  be  in  the  evening 

KOPP  In  the  evening  Which  was  televised  gavel  to  gavel  by  Channel  9 

KQED  [PBS]  Television  I  have  never  looked  at  the  tapes  I  obtained 
the  tapes  from  Marvin  Lewis  widow  and  had  copies  made  I  ve  never 
looked  at  them  yet  I  must  do  that 

It  was  something  Of  course  it  was  on  television  Mendelsohn  s 
running  for  the  State  Senate  so  I  had  to  control  Bob  [Laughter  ]  I 
don  t  know  that  anybody  else  really  wanted  a  lot  of  television  time 
but  the  board  was  good  They  were  good  except  at  the  end 

Of  course  Marvin  was  a  problem  because  I  had  no  power  to  hold 


any  lawyer  or  witness  in  contempt  and  Jack  Ertola  had  warned  me 
He  said,  You  watch  Marvin  carefully  because  he  will  say  one  thing  to 
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you  and  the  next  day  he  11  erupt  in  contravention  to  what  he  says  to 
you  And  sure  enough  you  d  see  Marvin  on  the  steps  going  up  to 
City  Hall  quarter  to  seven  congenial  this  and  that  Twenty  minutes 
later  he  erupts  and  I  can  t  stop  him  I  can  pound  the  gavel  but  it  has 
no  effect  I  can  t  say  You  re  notified  you  11  be  held  in  contempt  if 
you  persist 

One  night  he  was  unstoppable,  and  I  had  to  declare  a  recess  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  And  then  I  don  t  know  I  think  I  had  Jim 
Purcell  talk  to  him  and  say  Look  please  subside  So  we  got 
through  it 

Then  we  got  to  the  verdict  part  of  it  John  Barbagelata  had 
formed  this  peculiar  relationship  with  Joe  Mazzola  A  mutual 
admiration  relationship  John  was  a  progenitor  of  the  attacks  and  the 
objections  to  what  was  happening  under  the  Alioto  administration  and 
the  majority  of  our  colleagues  giving  the  plumbers  union  giving  all 
these  crafts  unions  these  benefits  John  was  so  outrageously  taken 
advantage  of  but  they  developed  an  admiration  for  each  other 

I  operated  the  proceedings  so  that  each  supervisor  if  he  or  she 
wanted  to  could  rise  and  explain  how  he  or  she  intended  to  vote  and 
the  reason  therefore  And  B  is  for  Barbagelata  so  he  s  the  first  one  I 
call  on  and  he  starts  reading  from  a  five  or  six  page  typed  statement 
which  he  distributed  And  Bob  Gonzales  comes  running  up  from  the 
floor  to  the  podium  of  the  president  s  chair  and  he  says  Have  you 
looked  at  this9  I  said  No  Barbagelata  lays  out  all  these  reasons 
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some  of  which  were  outside  the  scope  of  the  testimony  and  evidence 
that  he  s  going  to  vote  against  impeaching  Mr  Mazzola 
SENEY  Let  me  turn  this  over  Judge 
[End  of  Tape  8  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  8  Side  B] 

KOPP  He  then  proceeds  and  I  held  him  out  of  order  I  said  You  cannot 

Supervisor  read  this  entire  document  in  particular  page  3  third 
paragraph  or  something  along  those  lines  the  inflammatory 
material  And  so  he  announced  that  he  11  vote  no  and  he  was  the 
only  no  vote  So  the  vote  was  ten  to  one  to  impeach  Mazzola 
To  me  that  represented  a  fine  moment  for  George  Moscone 
because  for  George  Moscone  it  showed  courage  in  the  face  of  a  labor 
union  leader  a  constituency  which  had  supported  him  consistently 
and  a  labor  union  [leader]  himself  who  had  supported  him  George 
was  absolutely  right  about  what  he  did  and  we  were  right 

Marvin  Lewis  then  filed  suit  and  eventually  the  court  of  appeal 
in  a  dreadful  decision  reversed  the  impeachment  -  two  or  three  years 
later  and  it  didn  t  matter  -  holding  that  what  he  did  was  not 
impeachable  because  it  was  not  in  the  course  of  his  official  duties  as 
an  airports  commissioner  So  even  if  you  showed  as  had  been  shown 
by  George  Agnost  that  these  were  acts  of  sabotage  by  city  employees 
or  members  of  his  union  with  his  knowledge  either  actual  or 
constructive  knowledge  that  didn  t  relate  to  his  duties  as  an  airports 
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commissioner  That  s  a  dreadful  decision  Not  that  you  11  probably 
ever  have  an  impeachment  situation  again  for  another  forty  years 

So  that  was  a  high  point  of  that  year  1976  The  next  high  point 
was  m  the  fall  at  which  time  there  was  an  initiative  that  had  been 
promulgated  by  the  left  wing  elements  in  San  Francisco  something 
called  the  Community  Congress  which  included  some  Maoists  and 
probably  some  Trotskyites  I  could  name  the  people  many  of  whom 
are  still  extant  m  San  Francisco  But  no  matter  it  was  qualified  for  the 
ballot  in  November  Not  much  attention  was  paid  to  defeating  it 
SENEY  This  is  the  district  plan 

KOPP  Yes  And  there  were  a  couple  of  desultory  meetings  There  was  some 

effort  generated  by  the  fellow  at  the  chamber  of  commerce  -  John 
Grenfell  I  think  was  his  name  -  but  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  it 
by  Barbagelata  by  Feinstein  by  me  All  of  us  were  opposed  to  it 

Then  came  the  Presidential  election  at  the  same  time  with  [James 
Earl]  Carter  [Jr  ]  and  the  election  for  state  senator  Mendelsohn  had 
defeated  Fred  Furth  in  the  primary  He  was  in  the  finals  against 
Marks  He  lost  Marks  beat  him  Marks  beat  every  Democrat  who 
ran  against  him  after  his  first  election  in  1958  to  the  Assembly  Carter 
was  elected  I  participated  to  some  extent  in  the  Carter  campaign 
District  elections  are  adopted  and  district  elections  will  take  place  in 
November  1977 

Of  course  that  meant  my  term  is  truncated  the  term  of  all  of  us 


who  were  elected  or  reelected  in  1975 
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SENEY  Was  the  whole  board  then  up  for  election9 

KOPP  Yes  All  eleven  seats  are  vacated  So  now  we  re  in  the  year  1977 

George  Moscone  s  administration  of  course  included  his  appointment 
of  Charles  Gam  who  d  been  the  Oakland  chief  of  police  He  had  a 
more  generous  attitude  towards  criminality  I  think  He  was 
controversial  A  new  district  attorney  had  been  elected  -  Joe  [Joseph] 
Freitas  -  who  made  an  infelicitous  comment  about  not  enforcing 
victimless  crimes  like  prostitution  and  drugs  Prostitution  downtown 
with  the  streetwalkers  increased  almost  exponentially  There  were 
constant  fights  with  Barbagelata  sounding  off  against  Moscone  I  was 
drawn  into  much  of  it  too  naturally  because  I  agreed  with  John  as  far 
as  George  s  administration  was  concerned  especially  with  what  was 
happening  with  policing 

Now  we  move  into  1977  That  continues  Femstein  with  a 
Democratic  administration  aspires  to  be  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
national  administration  So  does  Bob  Mendelsohn  Bob  Mendelsohn 
does  it  on  his  own  He  had  some  good  credentials  and  he  was 
nominated  by  Carter  to  be  an  assistant  secretary  of  [Department  of] 
Intenor  It  required  senatonal  confirmation  and  labor  opposed  it 
because  he  had  been  a  part  of  the  board  of  supervisors  the  previous 
year  and  succeeded  in  stopping  his  confirmation  I  supported  Bob  I 
wrote  a  letter  in  support  of  him  The  Bay  Guardian  which  had  been 
after  him  since  that  Coastal  Commission  activity  back  in  74  wrote 
editonals  against  him  The  Bay  Guardian  just  detested  Bob 
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I  wrote  a  letter  for  Feinstein  She  had  a  position  she  wanted  in 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  I  wrote  a  long  letter 
probably  three  pages  recommending  her  for  it 

I  would  do  almost  anything  to  satisfy  my  colleagues  and  to  repair 
that  unhappiness  and  schism  after  the  settlement  of  the  strike 

So  we  got  ready  for  1977  and  the  way  those  lines  were  drawn 
five  of  us  were  in  one  district  Barbargelata  Nelder  Francois 
Tamaras  and  Kopp  John  had  enough  of  city  hall  He  didn  t  run 
again  Terry  didn  t  want  to  run  Terry  probably  would  have  had  a 
difficult  time  still  because  of  the  race  factor  Terry  knew  he  wasn  t  as 
forceful  as  me  Even  taking  that  out  of  it  Terry  was  a  communicant  at 
St  Cecelia  s  He  was  well  liked  and  I  grew  to  not  only  like  but  I 
loved  Terry  and  gave  a  eulogy  at  his  funeral  service 

Tamaras  had  enough  of  it  and  didn  t  want  any  more  And  Nelder 
decided  he  wouldn  t  run  either  Sol  was  the  only  one  and  nobody 
filed  against  me  I  was  the  only  unopposed  supervisor 
Now  some  of  you  would  have  been  running  for  two  year  terms  no 
doubt  and  some  for  four  year  terms 
Right 

Which  did  you  happen  to  get  the  draw  on? 

Four  I  think  that  was  provided  in  the  initiative  itself  It  wasn  t 
drawing  by  lot  which  was  the  case  in  this  most  recent  version  I  think 
they  said  the  odd  -  what  district  was  I?  I  can  t  even  remember  what 
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district  I  was  in  Isn  t  that  funny'?  I  think  I  was  District  7  So  maybe 
they  had  the  odd  down  for  four  years 

Nobody  ran  against  me  Ron  Pelosi  and  Feinstein  were  m  the 
same  district  and  Ron  wanted  to  continue  So  he  took  an  apartment  in 
the  Inner  Sunset  and  he  ran  there  John  Bardis  ran  against  him  and 
lost  That  must  have  been  District  6  because  that  was  a  two  year 
district  because  two  years  later  he  ran  and  Bardis  beat  him  That  was 
the  end  of  Ron  in  politics  and  he  just  laughs  about  it  He  still  has  one 
of  the  best  senses  of  humor  I  ve  known  But  that  was  a  crusher  for 
him 

In  any  event  Femstem  had  four  opponents  Carol  Mezey  was 
here  strongest  opponent  She  identified  with  the  lefties  too 

Somebody  did  run  as  a  write  in  against  me  It  was  some  young 
woman  I  don  t  know  who  she  is  before  or  since  but  I  I  suppose 
collected  21  000  votes  or  something  I  say  that  because  Femstem  had 
about  10  000  votes  By  custom  I  would  have  been  president  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  again 

John  Barbagelata  had  an  idea  Now  Femstem  never  did  receive 
that  appointment  from  the  Carter  administration  Mendelsohn  was 
appointed  to  a  good  position  which  didn  t  require  Senate  confirmation 
He  had  the  longest  largest  office  I  ve  ever  seen  I  visited  him  once  at 
the  Department  of  Intenor  John  s  idea  was  that  Feinstein  should 
endorse  me  for  mayor  the  following  year  in  1979  and  that  I  should  let 
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her  be  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  And  so  he  promoted  that 
idea 

What  occurred  was  the  election  was  on  a  Tuesday  The  next 
night  Wednesday  night  there  was  a  block  party  outside  La  Pintera 
which  was  on  Grant  Avenue  It  was  a  typical  North  Beach  place 
There  aren  t  many  of  them  if  any  left  where  you  d  hang  around  and 
go  for  a  dinner  or  a  lunch  six  course  house  wine  etc  I  was  there 
George  was  there  and  by  this  time  it  was  pretty  apparent  to  people  that 
I  would  run  for  mayor  in  79  It  would  be  Kopp  and  Moscone  running 
for  mayor 

I  began  to  have  pains  that  night  and  the  next  day  it  continued 
and  Friday  I  had  abdominal  pains  so  I  went  to  the  hospital  I  first 
went  to  my  doctor  to  be  examined  and  he  said  Well  maybe  it  s  the 
appendix  Maybe  you  have  appendicitis  So  I  was  hospitalized  I 
said  I  want  to  go  to  Franklin  Hospital  Why  did  I  want  to  go  to 
Franklin  Hospital'?  Because  George  Monardo  was  the  director  and  I 
knew  George  Monardo  He  was  a  supporter  and  contributor 

So  I  went  into  the  hospital  on  a  Friday  I  think  and  they  couldn  t 
confirm  the  diagnosis  I  was  about  to  be  discharged  and  then 
something  showed  up  in  the  blood  They  confirmed  it  and  then  I  had 
to  find  somebody  who  had  staff  privileges  there  to  operate  and  I  did 
So  the  appendix  was  removed 

Well  I  was  out  of  action  for  four  days  and  then  the  night  before 
I  was  to  be  released  and  I  was  feeling  good  suddenly  I  woke  up  in  the 
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middle  of  the  night  in  agony  It  turned  out  I  had  to  have  the  catheter 
reinstated  I  had  to  have  IV  feeding  again  It  turned  out  that  I  had  an 
infection  and  I  had  no  help 

My  brother  in  law  who  s  a  medical  doctor  was  in  the  Air  Force 
He  had  reenlisted  in  the  Air  Force  on  the  premise  medicine  would 
soon  be  socialized  He  had  eleven  years  of  U  S  Navy  credit  between 
World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War  He  d  do  nine  years  and  he  d  retire 
with  a  general  s  rating  It  never  worked  out  that  way  But  that  s  life 

But  he  was  at  Langley  Air  Force  Base  in  Virginia  and  I  called 
him  the  next  morning  and  I  said  What  shall  I  do'?  He  said  You 
can  take  your  chances  on  drugs  and  if  they  don  t  work  you  can  die  or 
you  can  let  them  open  you  up  again  and  take  it  all  out  So  I  let  them 
open  me  up  again  and  they  took  it  all  out  and  then  I  was  there  for 
about  another  eight  days 

In  the  meantime  Feinstein  had  gone  around  and  snared  the  vote 
of  [Supervisor]  Dan  White  She  kept  calling  me  in  the  hospital  I  say 
kept  calling  She  must  have  called  me  twice  and  wanted  to  come  up 
and  see  me  and  I  just  didn  t  want  it  with  her  To  listen  to  her  was 
more  than  I  wanted  to  endure 

Harvey  Milk  came  up  to  see  me  one  day  Well  Harvey  Milk 
mdeed  came  up  because  I  had  backed  him  for  the  Assembly  in  76 
when  George  had  thrown  him  out  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Permit 
Appeals  because  he  had  the  effrontery  to  say  he  was  going  to  run  for 
[Assemblyman  John]  Foran  s  Assembly  seat  agamst  Art  Agnos  who 
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had  been  picked  by  the  now  McCarthy  Moscone  alliance  the  Burton 
McCarthy  Moscone  alliance  Harvey  owed  me  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
standing  up  for  him  in  his  unsuccessful  candidacy  So  he  d  come  up 
and  we  talked  about  all  the  goings  on  and  this  and  that 

But  anyway  it  was  John  s  idea  so  when  I  got  out  of  the  hospital 
we  had  lunch  in  one  of  the  upstairs  rooms  at  Jack  s  Restaurant  where 
it  was  Francois  Nelder  Barbagelata  Feinstein  and  me  Nobody 
except  Feinstein  and  I  would  be  around  for  the  new  board  in  January 
but  Nelder  was  her  buddy  her  supporter  Francois  had  endorsed  her 
for  mayor  agamst  Alioto  in  7 1  That  took  a  few  months  to  repair  too 
She  later  appoints  Nelder  s  daughter  to  the  board  doesn  t  she9 
[Supervisor]  Wendy  Nelder 
No  she  ran 
Oh  did  she  run? 

Yes  So  that  s  when  it  was  enunciated  the  deal  was  enunciated,  that  I 
would  support  her  for  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  she 
would  endorse  me  for  mayor  against  Moscone 

I  remember  a  lunch  at  the  North  Beach  Cafe  with  Pelosi  with 
Gonzales  Gonzales  had  been  reelected  with  about  a  twenty  five  vote 
margin  over  Dons  Ward  I  m  trying  to  remember  if  [Supervisor]  Lee 
[S  ]  Dolson  was  there  too  He  had  been  newly  elected  in  the  next 
district  down  this  way  going  east  towards  Ocean  Avenue 
If  I  may  the  first  time  the  election  occurred  under  districts  you  only 
needed  a  plurality  to  win 
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That  s  correct 

And  that  changed  immediately  to  a  majonty 

That  was  changed  in  - 1  can  t  remember  when  it  was  changed  Was  it 
changed  for  79?  I  just  don  t  remember  Maybe  it  was  changed  in 
78  Maybe  it  was  modified  with  another  measure  in  78  which  would 
have  had  to  been  approved  by  the  voters  And  maybe  not  Of  course 
district  election  was  gone  as  of  August  of  1 980  It  was  all  over 
Right 

So  that  was  the  arrangement  and  that  s  how  we  left  Jack  s  Restaurant 
Well  of  course  now  Barbagelata  s  dead  Terry  Francois  is  dead 
Nelder  denies  anything  happened  and  of  course  Feinstein  denies 
anything  like  that 

So  what  happened  was  she  had  Dan  White  s  vote  Dan  White 
came  over  to  see  me  I  let  him  come  over  to  the  house  when  I  got 
home  I  was  still  in  a  bathrobe  and  pajamas  recovering  He  was  a 
very  nervous  agitated  fellow  from  the  outset  and  he  wanted  to  be  sure 
that  I  didn  t  get  left  out  in  all  of  the  appointments  for  committees  and 
the  rest  see  Of  course  I  knew  more  than  he  did  about  what  the  plan 
was 

Pelosi  and  Gonzales  did  not  want  to  vote  for  her  for  president 
That  was  the  upshot  And  Dolson  didn  t  They  in  effect  wanted  the 
old  custom  to  prevail  Mohnan  was  out  making  his  own  deal  with  her 
separately 

Had  you  gotten  the  most  votes? 
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KOPP  Yes  Oh  I  said  I  got  21  000  She  had  10  000  and  the  rest  had  less 

than  10  000  because  it  was  a  plurality 

So  we  came  down  to  January  8th  Gonzales  did  not  want  to  vote 
for  her  The  other  candidate  was  [Supervisor]  Gordon  [J  ]  Lau  The 
left  wingers  had  settled  on  Gordon  Lau  who  had  gotten  elected  in  the 
Richmond  So  it  was  Gordon  Lau  Harvey  Milk  [Supervisor]  Carol 
Ruth  Silver  -  who  else?  The  vote  turned  out  to  be  six  to  five  The  six 
for  her  were  Femstem  and  me  Molinan  Dan  White  Dolson  and  she 
got  [Supervisor]  Ella  Hill  Hutch  She  got  her  vote  by  promising  her 
membership  on  the  Finance  Committee  I  would  be  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  and  I  had  to  take  Ella  Hill  Hutch  who  knew 
nothing  about  city  government  I  assure  you  as  a  member  I  know 
Gonzales  didn  t  vote  for  her  and  I  m  reasonably  certain  Ron  didn  t 
vote  for  her  either  Toward  the  end  Ron  I  think  had  a  slim  idea  that 
he  might  put  together  votes  if  they  weren  t  going  to  follow  the  highest 
vote  getter  And  that  s  how  she  became  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors 

Before  the  vote  was  taken  I  told  Bob  -  Bob  Gonzales  smelled 
that  I  d  made  a  deal  because  he  couldn  t  understand 

Why  would  you  vote  for  her?  And  he  said  What  s  the  deal? 

I  think  I  told  him  She  s  going  to  back  me  for  mayor 

And  he  says  Yeah  when? 

So  I  said  1 11  tell  you 

So  I  said  to  her  When  are  you  going  to  endorse  me? 
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And  she  said  Well  when  do  you  think  would  be  proper1? 

I  said  Well  let  s  say  April  1st  By  April  1  1978 
She  said  Okay 

So  that  s  how  the  vote  occurred  and  she  became  president 
So  what  happened9  Did  she  endorse  me  by  April  1st9  No  Her 
husband  was  diagnosed  with  cancer  I  didn  t  bother  her  or  bug  her 
because  her  husband  was  terminally  ill  He  died  whenever  he  died  in 
July  I  went  to  the  funeral  I  even  went  out  to  the  cemetery  for  the 
bunal  I  continued  to  say  Oh  well  she  s  in  mourning  Then  Prop 
13 1 1  was  passed  or  had  been  passed  in  June  Then  you  have  a  new 
budget  circumstance  and  there  was  all  the  wheeling  and  dealing  over 
that  George  Moscone  had  to  cut  which  was  not  his  way  of 
conducting  government  Dan  White  was  evermore  a  problem 

Dan  White  had  one  issue  that  he  wanted  to  implement  What  the 
heck  was  the  name  of  the  home9  In  fact  it  goes  back  to  the  days  when 
I  was  on  the  United  Bay  Area  Crusade  Budget  Study  Committee  for 
Children  and  Family  Agencies  I  think  it  was  Mount  St  Joseph  The 
nuns  who  operated  it  - 1  ve  forgotten  what  order  of  sisters  -  wanted  to 
change  that  from  a  home  for  unwed  mothers  because  there  wasn  t  as 
much  of  that  -  St  Elizabeth  s  I  don  t  think  exists  anymore  the  old 
Florence  Cnttendne  [Home]  -  into  something  serving  delinquent 
children  delinquent  boys  The  neighborhood  was  unhappy  and  that 


11  Proposition  13  June  1978 
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was  Dan  White  s  issue  He  d  made  it  an  issue  in  the  campaign  He 
would  stop  that  transformation 

So  he  had  procured  from  Feinstein  a  promise  to  vote  against  that 
It  was  presented  to  the  board  I  think  as  a  rezoning  issue  So  that  s 
how  it  got  to  the  board  of  supervisors  And  of  course  that  was  an 
easy  one  for  her  to  promise  He  thought  he  had  the  promise  of  Harvey 
Milk  too  And  I  told  him  1 11  vote  against  it  too  It  wasn  t  that 
important  an  issue  to  me 

Well  he  got  the  surprise  of  his  life  along  about  February  It  was 
early  in  that  year  when  Harvey  Milk  of  course  votes  to  approve  the 
zoning  change  Femstein  voted  no  I  guess  I  voted  no  and  maybe 
Lee  Dolson  voted  no  I  m  pretty  sure  Mohnari  voted  yes  And 
Dan  White  sat  on  the  other  side  -  it  s  a  horseshoe  arrangement  -  from 
the  supervisors  I  remember  him  coming  across  to  where  I  sat  and 
saying  You  re  right  The  leopard  never  changes  its  spots  I  think  I 
had  told  him  You  watch  Harvey  Milk  and  you  see  how  he  votes  I 
said  You  re  deluding  yourself 

But  he  was  a  problem  He  started  getting  what  I  call  cute  He 
started  playing  footsie  with  Femstein  on  some  of  her  liberal  issues 
with  Moscone  Barbagelata  called  him  at  least  once  and  just  left  an 
exconating  message  to  him  And  of  course,  he  was  a  man  who  knew 
nothing  about  city  government  and  cared  nothing  about  procedures 
who  had  none  of  the  business  experience  that  John  Barbagelata  had 
who  also  cared  little  about  procedures 
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So  the  year  went  along  and  I  was  busy  practicing  law  trying 
cases  We  came  into  November  and  he  announces  his  resignation 
from  the  board  of  supervisors  I  was  mvolved  in  a  lengthy  jury  trial  in 
Mann  Superior  Court  Mann  County 
SENEY  So  he  only  had  served  a  year  then 

KOPP  Yes  he  d  served  less  than  a  year  And  I  didn  t  particularly  like  his 

style  He  was  intellectually  infirm  There  was  just  a  difference  I 
believe  Dolson  was  of  some  assistance  Silver  of  course  —  Carol  - 
was  vocal  Harvey  Milk  was  vocal  Harvey  and  I  pretty  soon  were  not 
simpatico  Gordon  Lau  I  d  known  as  a  lawyer  but  of  course  Gordon 
Lau  was  one  of  the  few  people  in  the  Chinese  Amencan  community 
who  supported  busing  In  fact  I  knew  him  as  a  lawyer  I  had  a  case 
against  some  client  of  his  a  case  against  him 

It  was  a  board  full  of  liberals  Ron  Pelosi  was  not  strong  and  he 
was  losing  interest  Bob  -  Gonzo  -  was  always  fine  I  had 
supported  Bob  for  Congress  Immediately  after  the  7 1  election  when 
Bob  had  finished  third  Joe  Alioto  encouraged  him  to  run  against  Phil 
Burton  for  Congress  which  he  did  and  I  endorsed  Bob  He  was  killed 
[in  the  election]  by  Phil  Burton  Of  course  the  Burtons  then  tried  to 
destroy  him  any  way  they  could 

So  that  s  how  the  year  went  along  until  November  I  was  trying 
that  lawsuit 


[End  of  Tape  8  Side  B] 
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Session  4  August  19  2001 

[Begin  Tape  9  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead,  Judge  We  were  just  about  to  start  on  the  Moscone 
assassination 

KOPP  I  was  in  a  jury  trial  in  Marin  Supenor  Court  and  I  read  in  the  paper  - 1 

think  I  only  stopped  at  city  hall  maybe  one  night,  or  something  along 
those  lines  I  can  t  recall  if  I  went  to  the  regular  board  of  supervisors 
meeting  Monday  afternoon  I  may  not  have  because  I  was  in  trial  I 
didn  t  see  Dan  White  during  that  previous  week  I  read  of  his 
resignation 

SENEY  Did  he  discuss  that  with  you  at  all  by  the  way*? 

KOPP  No  I  was  in  trial  It  was  Thanksgiving  week  and  I  went  to  Los 

Angeles  with  my  children  probably  Wednesday  night  [We]  spent 
Thanksgiving  probably  at  my  sister  s  house  I  think  Mara  was  with 
me  that  weekend  1 11  have  to  confirm  that  And  I  remember  going  to 
the  Notre  Dame  USC  football  game  that  Saturday  at  the  Los  Angeles 
Coliseum  because  I  think  it  was  Joe  Montana  s  junior  year  and  he 
quarterbacked  Notre  Dame 

[We]  flew  back  Sunday  afternoon  and  read  the  newspapers  and 
read  that  he  now  had  changed  his  mind  that  he  claimed  the  resignation 
was  legally  ineffective  because  of  a  failure  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  Instead  he  apparently  delivered  it  to  the  mayor 
The  applicable  statute  must  have  referred  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of 
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supervisors  because  the  fifty  seven  other  counties  do  not  have  a 
mayor  And  the  announcement  by  him  was  that  he  would  appear  the 
following  Monday  and  would  take  his  seat  on  the  board  of  supervisors 

We  were  not  in  trial  that  Monday  The  trial  had  been  continued 
to  Tuesday  I  think  the  reason  we  were  not  m  trial  is  it  was  a  case  in 
which  retired  Supreme  Court  Justice  Louie  [Louis]  Burke  was 
presiding  on  a  pro  tern  assignment  I  think  he  was  handling  some  law 
and  motion  matters  that  day  Or  maybe  the  judge  who  was  presiding 
was  presiding  over  law  and  motion  matters  on  Monday  Some  courts 
will  have  a  specified  day  or  they  did  in  those  days  where  law  and 
motion  matters  were  only  considered  once  a  week  especially  in  a 
smaller  county  Anyway  we  were  not  in  session 

So  turning  back  to  Sunday  afternoon  or  Sunday  evening  -  it  must 
have  been  6  30  [p  m  ]  or  7  o  clock  - 1  decided  to  call  him  and  tell  him 
that  I  would  support  his  returning  to  the  board  of  supervisors  So  I  did 
I  m  not  sure  if  he  answered  the  phone  but  he  came  on  the  phone  and  I 
told  him  I  d  been  catching  up  on  the  newspapers  and  said  I  see  that 
you  re  showing  up  tomorrow  to  take  your  seat  And  he  said  Yeah  I 
am  And  I  said  Well  just  to  let  you  know  that  if  there  s  any  vote 
on  it  1 11  vote  to  allow  you  to  continue  as  a  supervisor  And  he 
thanked  me 

I  can  t  remember  anything  else  of  substance  It  was  a  short 


conversation  and  that  was  the  end  of  the  conversation 
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I  have  since  heard  secondhand  from  a  friend  of  mine  an  old 
friend  -  Gilbert  Eisenberg  whose  nickname  is  Gibby  -  but  Gibby 
Eisenberg  had  been  called  -  no  that  wouldn  t  have  been  right  But  I 
heard  somewhere  secondhand  that  he  was  just  raging  during  that 
period  of  time  I  ve  been  asked  frequently  What  did  he  sound  like? 
My  answer  was  and  is  that  he  sounded  reasonably  calm  and  he 
sounded  as  he  always  had  sounded  in  my  discourse  with  him  I 
detected  nothing  particularly  agitated  in  the  conversation 

The  following  morning  Monday  morning  I  went  to  my  law 
office  at  300  Montgomery  Street  and  I  was  working  on  the  case  in 
which  I  was  involved  and  catching  up  on  other  client  matters  and  the 
telephone  rang  It  was  my  aide  my  administrative  aide  We  had  one 
aide  and  one  secretary  My  aide  was  Gale  Kauffman  who  then  was 
about  twenty  two  or  twenty  three  years  old  and  I  had  hired  her  as  of 
the  first  of  the  year  She  had  just  graduated  the  previous  year  from 
George  Washington  University  m  Washington  DC  She  was  in  tears 
as  she  informed  me  that  George  Moscone  had  been  shot  and  killed  and 
that  Harvey  Milk  had  been  shot  and  killed  and  that  it  appeared  it  had 
been  done  by  Dan  White  and  Dan  White  s  location  was  unknown  to 
the  police  and  that  I  should  be  very  careful  and  probably  should  lock 
my  office  door  lock  the  law  office  And  so  I  did 

I  think  there  was  a  call  from  some  police  officer  somebody  in 
the  police  department  after  she  called  me  She  wasn  t  quite  certain 
about  some  aspect  of  it  but  in  the  meantime  the  gist  of  her  message 
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was  that  both  Moscone  and  Milk  had  been  killed  and  that  Dan  White 
was  somewhere  and  might  be  on  the  prowl  and  that  I  should  take  pains 
to  secure  myself 

SENEY  What  was  the  substance  of  the  police  call  to  you*? 

KOPP  The  same  thing  lock  the  doors  or  something  of  that  sort  I  don  t 

think  any  police  officer  came  to  see  me  Although  it  now  reminds  me 
I  forgot  about  getting  the  bomb  after  I  became  president  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  I  have  to  return  to  that  at  some  point  here 

I  can  t  recall  what  happened  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  I  stayed  in 
the  law  office  Then  I  think,  later  she  called  to  say  that  the  police  had 
White  m  custody  I  don  t  know  if  I  even  went  up  to  city  hall  The 
board  of  supervisors  meeting  was  canceled 

I  don  t  remember  much  I  remember  that  night  or  starting  the 
next  mommg  then  all  the  speculation  and  the  conversation  the 
newspapers  and  discussions  about  replacing  Moscone  What  occurred 
was  that  Monday  night  Feinstem  had  a  meeting  at  her  house  She  had 
people  like  Mo  Bernstein  there  probably  [Richard  C  ]  Blum  She 
apparently  had  just  returned  the  previous  weekend  from  being  in  the 
pal  with  Blum  Of  course  she  never  had  endorsed  me  before  she  left 
and  for  one  reason  or  another  something  always  precluded  me  or 
prevented  me  from  saying  It  s  past  due  time  I  let  it  slide  in  effect 
So  she  never  had  endorsed  me 

So  it  turns  out  that  Monday  night  at  her  house  in  the  aftermath 


of  the  assassination  she  had  Hadley  Roff  there  and  she  had  the 
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lawyer  Gene  [Eugene]  Gartland  who  was  her  pal  who  d  been  a  cop 
and  became  a  lawyer  a  fairly  successful  lawyer  and  he  d  attached 
himself  to  her  somewhere  along  the  line  They  had  mapped  out  the 
strategy  for  her  to  collect  the  votes  to  be  elected  mayor  And  that  is 
what  occurred 

So  I  think  along  about  Friday  I  think  Friday  night  she  called  me 
to  say  that  she  intended  to  offer  herself  as  the  mayor  and  she  was 
calling  to  let  me  know  I  said  to  her  sarcastically  Well  thank  you 
very  much  for  calling  me  after  you  went  out  and  made  sure  you  had  all 
the  votes  you  needed  to  be  elected  mayor  and  just  ignored  the  fact  that 
you  promised  to  endorse  me  for  mayor  next  year  and  there  s  nothing 
more  I  have  to  say  to  you  That  was  the  extent  of  the  conversation 
The  following  Sunday  night  I  remember  Lee  Dolson  and  I  met 
at  John  Barbagelata  s  house  in  his  kitchen  where  his  wife  Angie 
over  all  those  years  would  always  have  a  good  dinner  trying  to  figure 
out  some  way  in  which  to  stop  her  There  was  no  way  and  so  the  next 
day  the  board  of  supervisors  met  and  whoever  nominated  her  - 1  think 
it  was  Molinan  because  then  she  and  Molinan  had  cut  the  deal  that 
Molinan  would  then  succeed  her  as  president  of  the  board  of 
supervisors 

SENEY  I  remember  that 

KOPP  So  that  s  what  happened  Dolson  voted  no  and  I  voted  no 

SENEY  Otherwise  she  got  the  remaining  eight  votes 
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Yes  Nine  votes  Or  eight  votes  That  s  nght  There  had  been  a 
replacement  for  White 
But  not  for  Milk 

Yes  It  s  terrible  I  can  t  remember  the  name  of  the  replacement  for 
White  That  11  come  to  me  [Don  Horanzy]  He  didn  t  get  reelected  as 
I  remember  I  think  he  served  until  80  and  ran  and  then  of  course  it 
went  back  to  being  at  large  and  after  that  he  didn  t  get  reelected  I 
can  t  remember  his  name  and  I  haven  t  heard  of  him  since  He  didn  t 
make  any  great  impression 

So  that  was  the  week  And  then  of  course  you  had  the  funeral 
and  you  had  a  rosary  I  went  to  the  rosary  with  Bob  Gonzales  And 
then  the  funeral  As  a  matter  of  fact  my  son  Shep  came  from  Mann 
where  he  d  been  living  with  his  mother  and  her  husband  and  enrolled 
at  St  Ignatius  High  School  So  he  was  living  with  me  that  year  78 
79  during  the  school  year  Although  actually  he  moved  back  to  his 
mother  s  home  at  the  end  of  the  first  semester  But  he  was  here  then 

Moscone  s  sons  were  both  at  St  Ignatius  The  older  one  Chns 
[Moscone]  must  have  been  a  senior  The  younger  one  Jon 
[Moscone]  was  in  Shep  s  class  They  were  freshmen  Of  course  St 
Ignatius  shut  down  for  the  funeral  We  went  to  the  funeral  my  son 
Shep  was  there  with  me  although  he  may  have  sat  with  his  classmates 
from  St  Ignatius 

So  then  the  next  step  after  her  election  as  mayor  that  afternoon 
was  then  the  election  of  a  new  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
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At  that  point  Gonzales  broke  ranks  He  wouldn  t  vote  for  Molman  as 
president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  neither  did  I  I  don  t  think  I 
was  nominated  Maybe  I  was  I  can  t  remember  The  roll  was  called 
and  each  supervisor  expressed  his  or  her  vote  for  the  person 
I  remember  Moscone  was  sitting  on  the  dais  with  me  I  d 
presided  back  on  January  8  1978  His  wife  was  there  with  him  -  Gina 
-  and  I  remember  as  the  roll  call  went  somebody  voted  for  Lau  and 
he  turned  to  Gina  [Moscone]  and  said  That  was  a  good  vote  I  don  t 
know  why  Gina  was  sitting  there  Interesting 
She  wasn  t  very  much  involved  in  politics  was  sh e? 

No  She  wasn  t  too  much  involved  but  she  was  very  loyal  I  knew 
George  s  mother  - 1  think  her  first  name  was  Lena  [Moscone]  -  and 
she  was  a  lovely  lady  I  can  t  remember  how  I  would  encounter  her 
Not  often  but  I  would  run  into  her  a  couple  of  times  over  those  years 
and  I  think,  at  least  once  after  he  was  killed 

Then  he  had  a  cousin  also  named  George  Moscone  who  was  of 
his  mother  s  vintage  and  his  cousin  was  a  teacher  and  a  principal  His 
cousin  was  once  principal  of  Presidio  Junior  High  His  cousin  George 
Moscone  was  a  supporter  of  mine  when  I  ran  for  mayor  in  79 
There  s  no  doubt  that  he  voted  for  me 

Let  me  ask  you  about  Mo  Bernstein  because  it  s  often  reputed  -  and 
I  m  sure  he  s  died  by  now — 

He  s  dead 
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SENEY  — that  he  was  pretty  much  the  behind  the  scenes  puppeteer  m  San 

Francisco  a  very  powerful  individual 

KOPP  He  was  a  puppeteer  I  wouldn  t  say  he  was  very  powerful  He  was  on 

the  short  side  full  of  all  kinds  of  gloss  and  trying  to  please  you  always 
He  had  sold  wine  wholesale  He  would  always  quote  make  you  a 
deal  on  a  case  of  wine  and  his  wine  really  was  not  good  But  he  d 
confer  some  wine  on  me  He  d  confer  it  on  Barbagelata  I  remember 
there  was  some  wine  that  he  conferred  on  John  we  were  opening  one 
night  and  it  was  bad  The  wine  had  gone  sour 

But  he  was  a  little  friend  of  all  the  world  which  is  my 
description  of  somebody  who  buzz  buzz  buzzes  all  around  All 
around  Buzzes  with  Phil  Burton  buzzes  with  Dorothy  von 
Beroldingen  - 1  think  she  relied  on  him  for  advice  -  buzzes  here  and 
there  Tries  to  ingratiate  himself 

In  74  after  that  affair  at  the  Sheraton  Palace  where  I  raised 
most  of  the  money  or  I  d  maybe  raised  some  or  was  raising  it  in 
smaller  amounts  and  I  had  only  about  $15  000  George  Moscone  was 
elected  mayor  and  Bernstein  was  on  the  Airports  Commission  or  the 
Fire  Commission  I  think  he  was  on  the  Fire  Commission  There  were 
only  five  or  six  commissions  in  which  the  members  served  at  the  will 
of  the  mayor  The  others  served  for  a  fixed  term  A  new  mayor 
arrived  and  the  new  mayor  would  either  explicitly  or  implicitly  ask  all 
commissioners  to  resign  but  there  was  no  legal  mandate  for 
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resignations  Many  would  not  resign  and  it  depended  on  the  mayor 
The  mayor  wouldn  t  be  insistent 

Well  Moscone  insisted  that  they  resign  and  many  of  them 
refused  to,  because  this  was  a  new  administration  a  very  liberal 
administration  compared  to  the  Alioto  administration  The  Fire 
Commission  was  one  of  those  which  served  at  will  And  little  Mo 
Bernstein  was  on  the  Fire  Commission  and  liked  that  because  - 1  don  t 
know  whatever  it  had  -  the  trappings  which  were  so  attractive 
Moscone  took  him  off  that  commission  I  think  that  was  the  way  He 
took  him  off 

Then  Mo  Bernstein  had  no  influence  with  Moscone  so  then  he 
came  to  me  He  had  so  much  nonsense  and  he  said  All  we  got  to  do 
is  raise  this  thirteen  fourteen  thousand  dollars  That  breaks  down 
to  we  11  send  out  and  we  11  have  something  with  I  ve  forgotten 
how  he  did  it  it  was  something  numerically  thirty  eight  people 
would  give  you  so  much  money  or  a  hundred  people  would  give  you 
so  much  money  So  he  wanted  to  have  these  lunches  to  do  that  and  I 
said  Fine 

I  can  remember  it  now  A1  Pollock  was  a  restaurateur  and  he 
had  a  restaurant  on  Telegraph  Hill  called  the  Shadows  which  wasn  t 
open  for  lunch  It  only  opened  for  dinner  His  son  Jeffrey  [Pollock] 
went  in  the  restaurant  business  and  bought  Julius  Castle  But  A1  had 
that  and  he  had  Tommy  s  Joint  A1  loved  me  I  ve  forgotten  when  we 
met  probably  72  or  so  So  he  would  put  on  the  lunch  Mo  Bernstein 
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then  would  say  to  me  Who  do  you  want  to  invite'?  and  I  would 
scratch  my  head  and  say  Well  and  I  d  put  some  names  down 
Well  he  wouldn  t  invite  people  himself  I  had  to  I  thought  if  I  found 
the  place  to  have  the  lunch  then  he  d  send  the  invitation  he  d  collect 
the  crowd  and  I  would  sit  back 

That  was  Mo  Bernstein  Oh  he  was  such  a  four  flusher  but  he 
would  buzz  around  and  he  d  always  buzz  around  close  to  her  even 
after  she  suffered  her  two  defeats 

Another  one  like  that  is  still  around  Henry  Berman  was  another 

one 

Yes  I  was  gomg  to  ask  you  about  him 

Yes  he  was  another  one  And  Gene  [Eugene  L  ]  Friend  was  a  third 
one  who  would  always  buzz  around  Gene  Friend  had  been  very 
closely  allied  and  associated  with  Gene  McAteer  His  father  Ben 
Friend  had  been  associated  with  Elmer  Robinson  So  they  were  the 
three  all  around  her  at  all  times  And  then  she  had  this  Gene  Gartland 
around  her  And  then  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  David  Nelson  also  put 
himself  in  there  David  Nelson  was  when  I  met  him  a  public 
relations/lobbyist  He  represented  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  And 
he  was  also  full  of  bunk  He  also  had  other  clients  Fie  represented 
one  of  these  early  voting  by  punch  ballot  companies  which  led  us  in 
the  early  80s  to  eliminate  the  iron  voting  machines 
Votomatic  or  something 

Yes  he  was  Votomatic  I  think  he  was  Votomatic 
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Anyway  so  that  was  her  cadre  And  Hadley  Roff 
My  understanding  was  that  Berman  was  a  little  higher  up  than  was — 
Bernstein? 

Bernstein  was  a  little  higher  up  than  was  Berman 
Probably  I  think  so 

Where  did  Walter  [H  ]  Shorenstem  fit  in  here  or  did  he? 

He  disliked  her  intensely  especially  in  that  period  of  time  and  he 
didn  t  like  George  Moscone  He  began  romancing  me  nght  about 
1975  In  fact  at  the  1976  Democratic  Convention  I  took  Mara  and 
Shep  He  paid  for  us  at  all  kinds  of  parties  He  was  romancmg  me 
with  the  notion  that  I  would  be  the  mayor  and  then  I  suppose  Walter 
had  in  mind  that  anything  he  wanted  to  build  in  downtown  San 
Francisco  he  d  be  able  to  build  [Laughter  ] 

She  [Feinstein]  had  tried  to  insinuate  that  she  was  part  of  the  no 
growth  movement  or  anti  large  development  movement  I  think  she 
conveyed  that  fairly  successfully  So  that  may  have  had  somethmg  to 
do  with  Walter  s  dislike  of  her  It  might  have  just  been  her  natural 
ways  which  caused  numerous  people  who  otherwise  you  would  think 
would  seize  the  opportunity  to  be  close  to  her  not  to  be 
What  are  you  alluding  to  here  Judge? 

She  has  her  own  style  some  people  characterize  as  goody  two  shoes 
That  s  what  turned  people  off  about  her  And  there  are  other  people 
Well  like  George  Moscone  People  like  that  John  Burton  John 
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Burton  couldn  t  stand  her  I  don  t  know  how  Phil  Burton  was  but  he 
probably  didn  t  like  her  either 

Well  I  do  remember  if  my  memory  serves  me  right  virtually  the  first 
thing  she  did  on  becoming  mayor  was  to  introduce  a  dress  code  into 
city  hall 

Yes  That  would  be  her  And  even  in  79  in  the  mayoral  election 
they  didn  t  particularly  like  her  but  they  were  all  afraid  of  me  what 
would  happen 

Why  don  t  you  talk  about  that  election 

She  became  mayor  and  now  we  re  heading  into  January  of  79  I  m 
geanng  up  to  try  to  run  except  it  s  a  different  equation  because  I  was 
ready  to  run  against  George  Moscone  and  I  was  ready  to  beat  him  I 
think  I  would  have  beaten  him  I  like  to  think  I  would  have  beaten 
him  You  don  t  know  how  some  wild  cards  like  the  homosexual 
community  which  was  becoming  increasingly  numerous  would  have 
resulted  But  if  she  had  kept  her  promise  that  she  d  endorse  me  I 
would  have  had  in  terms  of  the  board  of  supervisors  I  would  have  had 
all  the  people  there  I  think  like  -  who  was  left9  I  would  have  had  Lee 
Dolson  I  would  have  had  Dan  White  if  he  was  still  around  Harvey 
Milk  would  have  been  with  Moscone  I  would  have  had  Barbagelata 
I  would  have  had  Nelder  I  would  have  had  Tamaras  and  von 
Beroldingen  Maybe  von  Beroldingen,  by  that  time,  had  been 
appointed  to  the  municipal  court  But  I  would  have  had  that  whole 


242 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 


cadre  I  think  I  would  have  had  Joe  Ahoto  I  certainly  had  Joe  Alioto 
when  I  ran  against  her  I  would  have  had  George  Christopher 
He  didn  t  have  much  use  for  her  either  did  he'7 
Who? 

Alioto 

Oh  no1  No  he  had  very  little  At  the  end  on  his  deathbed  she  came 
to  see  him  I  saw  him  I  think,  the  day  after  she  had  been  to  see  him 
Conditions  change  as  you  get  nearer  thy  God  to  thee 

So  I  had  a  group  of  people  who  were  advisors  kitchen  cabinet 
type  Brayton  Wilbur  Jr  and  Don  [Donald  L  ]  Solem  who  was  a 
lobbyist  who  had  been  with  George  Moscone  as  his  chief  of  staff  in 
the  Senate  and  then  Don  Solem  was  the  executive  for  the  California 
Democratic  Party  He  had  started  his  own  lobbying  operation  kind  of 
a  campaign  consultant/Iobbyist 

Because  at  that  time  you  were  still  a  registered  Democrat 
Yes  And  Jeremiah  Hallisey  the  lawyer  And  Harvey  Hukan 
Harvey  Hukan  was  a  Republican  campaign  consultant  type  who  I  d 
first  met  in  71  He  was  newly  minted  from  Stanford  and  he  was 
working  at  KQED  Television  for  a  while  And  Fred  Martin  And  I 
think  Mike  Keady  Mike  Keady  was  still  a  part  of  that  group  He 
hadn  t  started  to  suffer  from  dnnkmg  at  that  time  That  was  the  group 
which  was  trying  to  design  strategy 

Of  course  the  first  part  of  the  strategy  was  a  professional 
campaign  manager  for  my  first  time  We  interviewed  two  or  three 
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possible  consultants  There  were  some  Republican  consultants  A1 
Russo  we  interviewed  I  ve  forgotten  who  else  But  nobody  seemed 
appropriate 

One  day  at  a  meeting  Harvey  Hukan  reported  that  he  had  run 
into  Clint  Reilly  on  the  street  and  by  gosh  Clint  Reilly  who  had 
looked  like  the  cat  dragged  in  all  during  the  years  since  I  met  him  in 
1971  when  he  ran  Richard  Hongisto  s  campaign  for  sheriff  was 
dressed  in  a  suit  and  looked  quite  presentable  So  we  said  Well  let  s 
interview  him  And  we  did  interview  him  and  I  hired  him 
SENEY  Let  me  turn  this  over 
[End  of  Tape  9  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  9  Side  B] 

KOPP  And  I  hired  him  with  the  recommendation  the  acquiescence  of  the 

others  around  him  He  came  in  right  about  the  time  I  was  confronted 
with  a  major  campaign  disaster  which  I  had  caused  myself  that  1 11 
talk  about  m  a  minute 

But  to  go  back  a  little  bit  before  we  hired  him  we  had  taken  a 
poll  I  had  a  pollster  who  had  taken  a  poll  for  me  in  1975  In  1975  I 
thought  about  running  for  district  attorney  and  Mike  Keady  wanted 
me  to  run  for  distnct  attorney  That  s  right  We  took  a  poll  for  that 
and  it  showed  me  losing  to  Ferdon  something  like  fifty  three  to  thirty 
eight  So  that  was  the  end  of  that  idea  Of  course  it  was  a  foolish 
decision  because  it  turned  out  Jack  Ferdon  was  vulnerable  I  mean 
nonentities  like  Joe  Freitas  could  beat  him  I  say  because  Joe  Freitas 
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had  no  public  office  and  he  had  no  criminal  law  experience  or 
anything  He  was  just  a  political  assistant  type  and  a  lawyer  a  labor 
lawyer  and  he  ran  and  won  So  it  tells  you  that  Jack  Ferdon  was 
vulnerable 

But  anyway  the  same  pollster  oh  gosh  a  good  fellow  - 1  saw 
him  last  year  Hugh  Schwartz  took  the  poll  and  it  was  something  like 
fifty  three  or  fifty  to  fifteen  with  the  rest  undecided  I  don  t  even 
know  if  there  were  other  candidates  at  the  time 
SENEY  What  was  the  breakdown  on  the  poll9 

KOPP  She  [Feinstem]  had  fifty  or  fifty  three  something  like  that  I  had 

fifteen  It  was  that  kind  of  a  margin  and  the  rest  Undecided  or 
Don  t  know  And  it  didn  t  bother  me  It  didn  t  deter  me  It 
bothered  me  maybe  but  it  didn  t  deter  me  I  just  had  one  focal  point 
and  that  was  running  for  mayor 

There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Warren  Simmons  who  had  been 
introduced  to  me  through  an  old  Harvard  Law  School  friend  Alan 
Kline  who  was  a  practicing  lawyer  m  San  Francisco  Warren 
Simmons  was  a  San  Francisco  native  Lowell  High  School  who  d 
been  a  Pan  Am  pilot  and  started  business  ventures  in  his  spare  time 
By  1 977  or  so  he  had  restaurants  He  had  a  lot  of  restaurants  He  had 
this  idea  of  taking  Pier  39  and  developing  it  -  an  old  rotten  pier  -  and 
developing  it  into  an  area  with  restaurants  and  retail  stores  And  to  do 
that  of  course  he  needed  the  Port  of  San  Francisco  My  friend  Alan 
Kline  said  You  should  meet  him 
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So  I  met  him  at  dinner  at  his  expensive  apartment  up  on  Russian 
Hill  He  had  just  remarried  a  woman  who  he  d  gone  to  Lowell  High 
School  with  She  was  a  wonderful  woman  Pat  Simmons  I  forgot  her 
pre  Simmons  name  He  began  romancing  me  and  he  romanced  me 
good  He  had  a  huge  place  up  at  Silverado  m  Napa  County  He  used 
to  invite  me  up  there  for  the  weekends  with  my  children  I  took 
advantage  of  it  He  would  not  be  there 

He  d  say  You  want  to  use  the  house  for  the  weekend9 
Yes 

All  through  77  78  It  had  a  tennis  court  a  swimming  pool  It 
was  on  kind  of  a  manmade  lake  I  took  my  children  up  there  It  was 
something 

In  1979  then  I  started  to  -  and  I  thought  that  he  was  m  love  with 
me  but  of  course  he  was  also  m  love  with  anyone  who  would  help 
him  and  that  included  George  Moscone  Along  about  that  time  I 
learned  that  he  had  Moscone  there  for  the  weekend  too 

I  m  trying  to  raise  money  and  I  called  him  to  ask  him  for  a 
contribution  In  comes  a  contribution  in  the  form  of  cash  a  thousand 
dollars  of  cash  in  an  envelope  with  an  indication  that  it  came  from  a 
fellow  who  had  a  house  next  to  him  in  Silverado  who  lived  here  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Phil  Greer  I  m  just  trying  to  think  of  how  that 
occurred  We  had  a  lunch  at  Jack  s  restaurant  -  Phil  Greer  Warren 
Simmons  and  me  -  or  something  like  that  and  something  about  Phil 
Greer  giving  me  a  contribution 
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Anyway  I  took  the  money  and  then  I  delivered  it  to  the 
campaign  treasurer  a  CPA  by  the  name  of  Mel  Schiller  who  gave  it  to 
one  of  the  then  accountants  in  his  office  who  took  it  and  went  out  and 
got  a  money  order  and  reported  it  as  a  contribution  from  Warren 
Simmons 

And  then  one  night  I  was  at  an  affair  I  was  talking  with 
somebody  who  -  oh,  I  know  A  chiropractor  who  used  to  advertise  - 
Dr  Brady  -  who  had  an  office  on  Market  Street  He  was  at  some 
function  for  Jerry  Brown  He  gives  me  a  hundred  dollar  bill  and  Tony 
Doherty  was  there  and  said  something  to  the  effect  that  it  s 
interesting  because  the  Fair  Political  Practices  Act  provided  that  up  to 
the  amount  of  a  hundred  dollars  m  cash  could  be  accepted  but 
anything  over  or  a  hundred  dollars  or  over  something  like  that  -  and  I 
might  have  given  Dr  Brady  back  a  dollar  something  so  it  was  a  $99 
contribution  -  but  anything  a  hundred  dollars  or  over  had  to  be 
demonstrated  by  an  instrument  in  writing  This  accountant  apparently 
interpreted  that  to  mean  that  a  money  order  sufficed  and  satisfied  the 
requirement 

Well  it  didn  t  satisfy  the  requirement  Warren  Simmons  had 
done  similar  acts  with  several  people  including  George  Moscone  I 
don  t  know  details  exactly  but  a  grand  jury  was  investigating  his 
conduct  To  make  a  long  story  short  apparently  his  secretary  testified 
as  to  where  she  had  delivered  campaign  contributions  and  she  testified 
she  d  delivered  an  envelope  to  me  at  my  office  of  the  board  of 
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supervisors  -  which  was  true  And  so  then  District  Attorney  Freitas 
began  to  investigate  that  It  was  unclear  whether  Phil  Greer  was  the 
source  or  whatever  it  was 

That  was  either  leaked  or  -  no  it  wasn  t  leaked  I  know  what 
happened  Clmt  became  the  campaign  manager  and  almost 
immediately  he  s  confronted  with  this  problem  It  wasn  t  maybe  more 
than  two  weeks  later  or  a  week  later  even  So  Clint  s  strategy  to  deal 
with  it  and  it  was  appropriate  was  to  tell  the  press  about  it  That  s 
right  it  wasn  t  leaked  I  m  the  one  who  told  the  press  Here  s  what  I 
have  done  the  grand  jury  is  investigating  it  etc 

Well  it  was  a  big  story  almost  from  the  outset  It  must  have 
been  about  June  of  1979  I  had  to  testify  in  front  of  the  grand  jury 
And  Gale  Kauffman  was  my  aide  She  had  to  testify  Of  course  they 
already  had  Warren  Simmons  Warren  Simmons  eventually  pleaded 
guilty  to  one  or  two  misdemeanors  that  involved  other  recipients  of  his 
largesse  In  fact  I  think  one  of  them  might  have  been  in  connection  - 
it  was  -  with  a  contribution  to  George  Moscone  of  some  kind  that  he 
covered  up  What  he  was  in  effect  doing  was  laundering  money  so 
that  he  wouldn  t  be  identified  as  the  source  of  a  contribution  to  me 
That  s  right  It  was  reported  as  a  contribution  from  Phil  Greer  That 
Phil  Greer  had  agreed  to  be  the  source  of  a  contribution  to  me  That  s 
why  it  was  reported  that  way,  I  m  pretty  sure 
Do  you  suppose  that  s  why  he  had  lunch  with  you  he  and  Phil  to  set 
up  a  story? 
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KOPP  Yes  I  think  that  s  why  In  any  event,  there  was  no  indictment,  but  it 

set  the  campaign  back  We  plowed  along  [We]  had  a  huge  volunteer 
operation  Clmt  was  good  at  strategy,  but  he  was  not  good  with 
volunteers  My  sister  came  up  Barbagelata  turned  over  all  kinds  of 
files  Clint  s  strategy  was  try  to  get  me  off  the  conservative  side  to 
get  me  over  to  the  middle  side  -  there  were  plenty  of  people  who 
disliked  Feinstein  -  and  it  was  a  good  strategy 

For  example  I  was  looking  at  one  of  these  articles  where  there 
was  an  endorsement  press  conference  with  about  fifteen  [or]  sixteen 
people  from  the  left  and  from  unions  Stan  Smith  who  was  head  of 
the  Building  Trades  Council  and  Calvin  Welch  who  s  to  the  left  of 
Mao  Tse  tung  I  had  a  conglomeration  They  disliked  her  They 
didn  t  like  her  they  didn  t  trust  her  I  think  some  measure  of  their 
endorsement  was  based  upon  the  fact  they  figured  if  I  said  something  I 
would  do  it  or  if  I  would  support  some  legislation  I  d  support  it  and  I 
wasn  t  stuck  m  the  middle 

A  third  candidate  entered  the  race  somewhere  in  there  and  he 
was  David  Scott  who  was  homosexual  real  estate  broker  upper 
Market  Street  and  I  d  known  David  for  a  couple  of  years  He  was 
active  in  one  issue  Harvey  Milk  supported  an  idea  of  putting  a 
bicycle  lane  on  Market  which  would  reduce  the  lanes  on  Market  And 
for  us  living  west  of  Twin  Peaks  people  driving  up  over  Portola  that 
was  an  anathema  and  I  think  David  Scott  felt  the  same  way  So  he  d 
been  allied  in  that  battle 
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But  anyway  he  decided  to  run  He  came  from  Pennsylvania  He 
had  been  an  aide  to  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  and  he  was  active  in  gay  organizations  He  ran  saying 
that  Feinstein  and  Kopp  were  Tweedle  Dee  and  Tweedle  Dum  and 
he  came  away  with  somewhere  between  twelve  and  eighteen  percent 
of  the  vote  I  ve  forgotten  what  it  was  She  had  forty  two  percent  and 
I  had  forty  in  the  primary  So  that  would  have  been  what?  Eighty 
two?  He  probably  had  about  twelve  percent  We  had  Jello  Biaffa 
running  and  two  or  three  or  four  others,  and  they  took  up  the  other  six 
percent  Jello  Biafra  endorsed  me  m  the  runoff 
He  s  a  very  interesting  candidate  A  very  intelligent  guy 
Yes  I  saw  him  about  six  [or]  seven  years  ago  He  was  appearing  at 
the  Great  American  Music  Hall  My  son  Bradley  was  the  rock  and 
roll  musician  and  wanted  me  to  see  that  show,  so  I  went  to  the  show 
with  Bradley  At  the  intermission  we  went  backstage  and  said  hello 
and  we  talked  about  that  campaign 

It  turns  out  that  an  uncle  of  his  is  a  Dartmouth  classmate  of  mine 
At  the  50th  reunion  I  can  t  remember  which  classmate  said  to  me 
You  know  my  nephew  Jello  Biaffa 

Remember  his  campaign  slogan?  You  always  have  room  for  Jello 
Yes 

So  we  got  on  track  after  that  episode  We  re  plowing  along 
Fred  Furth  was  my  campaign  chairman  a  not  shy  fellow  and  Clint  had 
John  Thiella  come  in  as  the  assistant  campaign  manager 
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Clint  clashed  with  my  sister  My  sister  ran  the  telephone 
volunteer  operation  Clint  clashed  with  some  other  people  Guy 
Chemey  was  a  dear  friend  of  mine  a  singer  who  had  settled  in  San 
Francisco  and  married  Jake  Ehrlich  s  daughter  Dora  Jean  They  got 
divorced  Then  he  remained  an  old  high  school  sweetheart  from 
Maxwell  Street  in  Chicago  -  Dee  Chemey  -  whose  name  had  been 
Dee  Parker  as  a  singer  with  the  Jimmy  Dorsey  Band  Her  husband  had 
died  in  Los  Angeles  So  they  hooked  up  and  they  were  close  friends 
and  part  of  the  campaign  Guy  and  Clint  didn  t  clash  but  anybody 
who  was  opinionated  tended  to  have  disagreements  with  Clint 

And  then  Clint  under  this  enormous  pressure  -  and  they  talk 
about  Clint  and  how  he  made  all  his  money  He  made  millions  Clmt 
charged  me  $25  000  and  $10  000  in  the  runoff  and  then  he  rightfully 
tned  to  get  a  little  more  money  after  the  election  a  couple  thousand 
more  in  expenses  which  really  probably  weren  t  entirely  supportable 
but  I  guess  he  was  paid  eventually 

But  m  the  middle  of  that  stress  he  gets  drunk  He  was  drinking 
and  he  was  pulling  out  of  a  parking  place  on  Clement  Street  or 
something  and  he  hit  a  car  He  gets  arrested  for  drunk  dnving  There 
were  demands  from  a  couple  of  people  in  the  campaign  that  I  fire  him 
immediately  I  didn  t  and  I  wouldn  t 

So  we  got  down  to  the  primary  and  she  thought  she  [Feinstein] 
was  gomg  to  win  in  the  primary  Oh  by  that  time  we  had  amended  the 
charter  Barbagelata  had  done  that  back  I  think  in  75  also  to 
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provide  that  you  had  to  win  by  a  majority  or  there  d  be  a  runoff  four 
weeks  later  The  reason  John  had  done  that  is  because  he  feared  that 
Willie  Brown  would  run  for  mayor  He  did  it  m  1973  or  4  because  it 
was  in  effect  for  the  75  election  He  feared  Willie  Brown  would  run 
for  election  and  would  win  in  a  plurality  That  s  the  reason  for  the 
runoff  provision  in  the  San  Francisco  Charter  Alioto  had  never  won 
with  more  than  thirty  five  percent  of  the  vote  The  first  time  he  beat 
Dobbs  Jack  Momson  was  in  the  race  as  the  third  candidate  Phil 
Burton  s  candidate  And  the  second  time  he  beat  Dobbs  again  with 
Feinstein  as  the  third  candidate  So  that  s  how  that  provision  became  a 
part  of  San  Francisco  law  So  in  the  primary  she  thought  she  d  win 
with  fifty  percent 

Barbagelata  and  Clmt  clashed  early  Barbagelata  came  over  to 
headquarters  and  demanded  all  his  files  back  and  from  then  on  he  did 
what  he  did  for  me  out  of  his  real  estate  office  He  never  would  come 
near  the  headquarters 

Terry  Francois  endorsed  me  Terry  was  in  that  headquarters 
every  other  day  Interesting  isn  t  it? 

Yes 

Molinan  endorsed  her  She  d  put  [Louise]  Renne  in  to  replace  her  on 
the  board  of  supervisors  Renne  endorsed  her  and  traveled  with  her  all 
the  time  every  night  in  that  campaign  I  think  Bob  Gonzales 
endorsed  me  I  think  he  did  in  talking  about  the  old  gang  I  don  t 
know  if  Peter  Tamaras  did  Peter  tended  to  worry  about  how  anything 
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would  affect  Tamaras  Supply  Company  [Laughter  ]  Barbagelata 
endorsed  me  obviously  A1  Nelder  endorsed  her 

That  San  Francisco  supervisor  whose  name  I  couldn  t  remember 
earlier  was  George  Chinn,  ex  DA  member  of  the  board  one  year  It 
was  George  Chinn  to  be  associated  as  attorney  of  record  with  me  or 
William  Jack  Chow  and  I  chose  Jack  Chow 
So  that  was  a  little  blip  in  the  campaign 
The  business  with  Reilly  as  bemg  arrested  for  drunk  driving 
Yes  it  was  a  little  blip 
It  didn  t  play  that  big 

It  wasn  t  that  much  There  were  bigger  blips  The  contribution  issue 
was  a  blip  and  that  was  my  stupidity  and  naivete  There  s  no  question 
about  that  Of  all  the  people  I  should  have  known  because  I  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Fair  Political  Practices  Act 
Right  And  that  s  one  of  the  reasons  it  played  so  big  is  because  of 
your  history  of  supporting  campaign  reform 

Exactly  and  I  never  thought  twice  All  I  thought  about  was  make  sure 
that  it  s  reported  that  it  doesn  t  get  in  somebody  s  pocket  I  never 
even  bothered  to  ask  that  CPA  Bob  what  did  you  do  with  if?  or 
something  along  that  line  Probably  if  he  d  said  to  me  I  put  it  in  a 
money  order  and  deposited  it  that  way  I  would  have  said  All  right 
that  satisfies  the  requirement  of  the  law  It  s  a  written  instrument  I 
wouldn  t  have  paid  much  attention 
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The  second  blip  which  occurred  was  this  Well  first  let  s  get  to 
the  primary  So  the  primary  results  come  out  She  doesn  t  get  fifty 
percent  She  gets  forty  two  percent  and  I  get  forty 
You  must  have  felt  pretty  good  about  that 
Oh  yes  See  I  had  the  Chronicle  endorsement  Dick  [Richard  T  ] 
Thienot  was  the  publisher  Dick  Thienot  liked  me  We  d  become 
friends  We  re  still  friends  His  father  was  Charlie  [Charles  de 
Young]  Thienot  and  Charlie  Thienot  had  endorsed  me  in  1971  when  I 
was  unknown  In  fact  that  was  the  quintessential  event  in  that  71 
campaign  The  Examiner  didn  t  endorse  me  even  though  I  thought  I 
was  close  to  the  Examiner  s  position  But  Charlie  Thienot  liked  me 
He  identified  me  as  a  fiscal  conservative  He  was  and  the  whole 
family  was  except  for  the  one  cousin  whose  name  escapes  me  nght 
now  Dick  Thienot  endorsed  me 

Now  the  Examiner  editor  was  Reg  [John  R  ]  Murphy  Reg 
Murphy  was  a  problem  for  both  Barbagelata  and  me  from  the 
beginning  He  had  attached  himself  to  Feinstein  and  he  was  devoted 
to  defeating  me  He  had  a  columnist  then  by  the  name  of  Bill  [W  E  ] 
Barnes  who  took  every  opportunity  he  could  to  extol  Feinstein  and  to 
degrade  me  I  ve  forgotten  where  [Herb]  Caen  was  Caen  in  later 
years  would  continually  try  to  debase  me  but  I  think  at  that  point  he 
may  have  been  somewhere  in  the  middle 
Did  you  regard  him  as  influential9 
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Yes  he  was  influential  If  you  11  look  through  the  clips  of  him  for 
many  years  he  would  - 1  used  to  have  lunch  with  him  maybe  once  or 
twice  a  month  -  or  not  a  month  once  a  month  or  once  every  other 
month  But  of  course  then  he  became  more  and  more  under  the 
influence  of  Willie  Brown  So  if  Willie  Brown  said  No  he  said 
No  If  Willie  Brown  said  Yes  he  said  Yes  That  s  what 
happened 

He  started  hanging  out  socially  with  Willie  Brown  didn  t  he^ 

Yes  that  whole  crowd  But  the  other  columnist  Dick  Nolan  was  just 
a  hundred  percent  for  me  Abe  Mellinkoff  from  the  Chronicle  Abe 
Mellinkoff  had  been  Leonard  Bloom  s  roommate  at  Stanford  I  knew 
Abe  socially  and  his  wife  Suzanne  and  we  just  thought  alike  He  was 
for  me  Charles  McCabe  Charles  McCabe  endorsed  me  He 
rightfully  rapped  me  on  the  knuckles  saying  I  was  a  bad  boy  with 
respect  to  that  thousand  dollar  contribution  but  he  endorsed  me  The 
only  one  who  didn  t  was  Bill  Barnes  He  was  the  hatchet  man  for  Reg 
Murphy 

Now  we  re  heading  into  the  runoff  David  Scott  becomes 
important  She  [Feinstein]  makes  a  pilgrimage  -  and  this  is  reported 
time  and  again  I  guess  -  she  makes  a  pilgrimage  to  David  Scott  s 
house  and  he  lived  on  upper  Market  Street  before  it  hits  Portola 
Drive,  and  then  David  Scott  meets  with  me  I  remember  he  came 
down  to  the  law  office  once  and  we  talked  He  wanted  to  be  appointed 
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to  some  commission  or  another  We  talked  about  the  gay  issues  Clint 
had  massaged  those  as  good  as  he  could 

She  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  gays  by  an  interview  in 
Ladies  Home  Journal  in  which  she  warned  the  gays  that  kissing  in 
public  would  generate  a  counter  reaction  from  the  public  I  had 
incurred  displeasure  in  1978  because  there  is  a  portion  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  meeting  at  the  very  end  on  roll  call  where  the  clerk  calls 
the  name  of  every  supervisor  in  order  It  used  to  be  alphabetical  but 
John  Barbagelata  objected  after  many  years  because  his  name  would 
always  be  called  first  and  that  would  be  true  for  the  vote  They  could 
see  how  he  voted  and  position  themselves  So  it  was  changed  You  d 
alternate  every  week  Barbagelata  first  one  week  then  Boiss  first  the 
next  week  and  so  forth 

Then  there  would  follow  on  roll  call  Roll  call  you  could 
introduce  an  ordinance  You  could  ask  the  city  attorney  to  prepare  an 
ordinance  You  could  sound  off  if  you  wanted  although  we  didn  t  do 
very  much  of  that  And  you  could  ask  for  a  Certificate  of  Honor  for 
hononng  somebody  for  some  achievement  a  wedding  anniversary  a 
hundredth  birthday  Something  along  those  lines 

So  Silver  had  stood  up  one  of  the  first  meetings  of  the  district 
board  of  supervisors  asking  for  a  Certificate  of  Honor  for  two  women 
on  their  twenty  fifth  year  Something  like  that  Twenty  fifth 
anniversary  I  think  she  put  it  that  way 


256 


Well  those  nobody  paid  attention  although  there  had  been  a 
couple  Once  when  he  was  running  for  controller  Mendy  [Supervisor 
Mendelson]  asked  for  a  Certificate  of  Honor  for  John  Factor  and  I 
caught  it  John  Factor  was  Jake  the  something  He  was  a  hoodlum 
who  gamed  respect  after  serving  a  prison  term  and  he  lived  in  Palm 
Springs  Jake  the  Barber  Well  I  know  because  of  course  he  was 
part  of  the  Factor  family  You  know  Max  Factor  the  cosmetics 
which  I  d  sold  m  my  father  s  drugstore  years  before  so  I  knew  about 
the  Factors  and  I  knew  this  one  was  the  bad  Factor 

When  Mendy  said  that  I  said  Wait  a  moment  Mr  President 
Pelosi  was  in  the  chair  I  said  Mr  President  wait  a  minute  I  would 
like  to  ask  Supervisor  Mendelsohn  Who  is  John  Factor?  So  he  gave 
me  some  answer  I  said  Wait  a  minute  Is  he  the  John  Factor  who 
served  m  federal  prison  for  whatever  he  d  done  I  said  Mr 
President  I  d  like  a  roll  call  on  this  motion  for  a  Certificate  of  Honor 
Barbagelata  caught  it  and  he  voted  no  I  voted  no  and  maybe 
Molinan  voted  no 

So  it  had  happened  before  and  when  Silver  said  Twenty  fifth 
anniversary  I  stood  up  and  I  said  Madam  President  I  d  like  to  ask 
Supervisor  Silver  Twenty  fifth  anniversary  of  what?  And  she  and 
the  place  the  chambers  then  exploded  and  everybody  almost 
everybody  had  to  make  a  statement  She  was  indignant  that  I  would 
question  this  relationship  Harvey  Milk  had  his  ten  or  fifteen  cents 
worth  of  it  and  Gordon  Lau  said  We  re  just  saymg  that  they  re 
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okay  That  s  how  he  described  it  And  Pelosi  said  something  It 
made  Ron  nervous  It  was  just  like  Barbagelata  s  resolution  to  endorse 
the  anti  abortion  constitutional  amendment 

I  waited  until  they  all  had  finished  and  I  said  Well  let  me  just 
encapsulate  it  in  four  words  why  I  intend  to  vote  no  Toleration  - 
yes  glorification  -  no 

Well  that  became  the  theme  for  the  gay  newspapers  So  she  had 
that  rap  against  her  I  had  that  rap  against  me 
SENEY  Let  me  turn  this  over 
[End  of  Tape  9  Side  B] 

[Begin  Tape  10,  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  Of  course  then  you  re  dealing  with  the  David  Scott  endorsement 

SENEY  Let  me  stop  you  for  just  a  second  When  Milk  was  assassinated  and 
Feinstem  becomes  mayor  then  she  s  got  to  replace  Milk 
KOPP  She  replaced  Milk  with  Harry  Britt 

SENEY  As  I  remember,  he  was  not  necessanly  the  candidate  of  the  gay 
community  He  was  regarded  as  a  very  sort  of  moderate  maybe 
conservative  person 

KOPP  No  He  wasn  t  conservative  but  he  was  relatively  unheralded  and 

unknown  She  looked  at  a  couple  of  people  One  of  them  she  looked 
at  was  -  gosh  he  s  now  dead  He  was  a  great  radio  announcer  and 
singer  He  was  a  radio  personality  I  would  have  liked  to  have  seen 
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him  appomted  Anyway  you  had  to  be  gay  to  be  appointed  I  d  never 
heard  of  Harry  Bntt 
I  don  t  think  anyone  had 

I  had  never  heard  of  him  but  he  was  not  conservative 
He  was  a  real  estate  broker  or  something  wasn  t  he? 

No  He  was  a  graduate  of  Duke  University  the  same  class  as  Margie 
Leland  Blackwell  Margie  Leland  was  my  first  administrative  aide, 
starting  in  1971  [She]  stayed  with  me  off  and  on  until  75  or  so  He 
had  then  gone  to  divinity  school  I  think  at  Chicago  I  think  he  went 
to  the  University  of  Chicago,  Divinity  School  and  he  was  a  minister  I 
can  t  remember  what  denomination  He  may  have  been  a  Methodist 
minister  He  married  He  fathered  two  children  And  then  he 
divorced  and  he  moved  to  San  Francisco  He  worked  for  the  United 
States  Postal  Service  He  was  either  a  mail  earner  or  he  was  a  clerk 
inside  He  had  no  association  with  any  group  I  d  ever  heard  of  He 
was  a  bnght  guy  of  course  well  educated 

So  anyhow  Scott  endorsed  her  What  happened  basically  was 
that  Scott  wanted  promises  and  I  reiused  to  promise  anything  to 
anybody  That  was  my  state  of  mind  in  those  days  And  of  course  if 
I  were  running  today  I  d  say  All  nght  David  what  do  you  want? 
Airports  Commission?  I  think  he  wanted  to  be  on  the  Airports 
Commission  or  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  I  d  say,  You  ve  got 
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Jack  Ertola  once  told  me  George  Moscone  s  response  during  the 
1975  campaign  His  favorite  word  was  automatic  as  in  somebody 
saying  to  him  George  I  need  my  best  friend  John  Jones  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Police  Commission  The  response  from  George 
Moscone  Automatic  [Laughter  ]  Jack  Ertola  said  that  was  the  one 
word  he  heard  him  use  all  the  time  -  automatic 
Now  this  campaign  in  the  newspaper  between  you  and  Femstein  is 
characterized  as  bitter  and  hard  fought  I  think  that  s  the  two 
terms 

The  city  faced  about  a  $100  million  gap  between  estimated  revenue 
and  expenses  The  newspapers  shortened  it  to  deficit  Well  deficit 
is  not  accurate  because  under  the  charter  you  cannot  adopt  a  budget 
with  a  deficit  It  was  a  gap  Clint  used  that  as  a  theme  for  me 

I  started  to  go  back  and  say  over  that  period  of  1978  with  that 
district  board  of  supervisors  it  was  difficult  for  me  I  was  voting  no 
a  good  deal  Most  of  the  time  I  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  I  was 
voting  no  in  the  minority  with  John  Barbagelata  The  only  era 
where  we  had  a  majonty  was  in  that  last  part  of  1 975  after  the  police 
and  fire  strike  or  as  a  result  of  that  and  then  the  strike  the  following 
year  76  at  the  beginning  but  otherwise  I  was  always  battling 
upstream  And  so  it  tends  to  put  you  in  a  negative  stance  and  thereby 
develop  the  reputation  of  being  a  curmudgeon 

So  Clint  dealt  with  that  in  a  couple  of  ways  He  emphasized 
toughness  the  ability  to  say  no  the  ability  to  have  fiscal  discipline 
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Of  course  she  accused  that  of  being  a  male  chauvinistic  type  of 
campaign  theme 

It  was  hard  fought  but  Scott  she  promised  him  whatever  she 
promised  him  I  think  she  did  put  him  on  the  Airports  Commission  I 
think  she  put  him  on  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  So  he  endorsed 
her  and  that  got  her  votes  I  think  he  had  twelve  percent  in  the 
primary  but  it  meant  also  the  imprimatur  of  the  gays  I  had  some  gays 
supporting  me  but  that  was  an  imprimatur 

The  third  blip  that  happened  were  the  television  debates  We  had 
four  I  think  or  five  and  I  didn  t  perform  well  in  most  of  them  for  two 
reasons  One  I  let  people  tell  me  what  to  do  They  tried  to  tram  me 
For  example  I  think  it  was  the  second  debate  I  was  instructed  Look 
at  the  camera  so  I  looked  at  the  camera  that  whole  half  hour  or  hour 
whatever  it  was  You  d  get  a  question  from  over  here  you  d  see  me 
looking  at  that  camera  instead  of  being  natural  and  being  myself 
The  other  thing  was  and  this  was  true  during  the  campaign  I 
didn  t  discipline  myself  physically  I  would  campaign  from  6  30  in 
the  morning  or  I  d  be  up  at  six  Id  be  out  on  a  bus  stop  at  quarter  to 
seven  I  worked  bus  stops  every  morning  and  the  newspapers 
commented  about  it  which  was  what  I  did  in  71  75  even  in  77 
That  was  my  style  of  campaigning  Matter  of  fact  I  took  it  from 
George  Moscone 

When  George  ran  for  board  of  supervisors  in  63  I  was  living  in 
North  Beach  at  9 1 8  Greenwich  and  I  would  walk  to  work  My  office 
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was  at  351  California  Street  and  I  saw  George  a  couple  of  times  on 
the  comer  of  Union  and  Columbus  passing  out  brochures  to  people 
walking  by  and  catching  the  bus  at  the  bus  stop  George  was  an  avid 
campaigner  and  so  was  I  and  I  could  out  campaign  her  physically 

But  I  wasn  t  smart  I  would  campaign  until  let  s  say  your  last 
appearance  was  nine  or  so  Then  I  d  have  dinner  My  favorite  place 
was  the  North  Beach  Cafe  The  owner  was  Lorenzo  Petrom  We  were 
friends  He  supported  me  everybody  in  there  so  I  d  go  in  Id  have 
two  or  three  drinks  then  I  d  have  dinner  probably  a  heavy  meal  I  d 
get  home  at  1 1  [p  m  or]  1 1  30  [p  m  ]  I  d  be  up  at  six  the  next 
morning  and  I  wasn  t  pacing  myself  physically  and  it  would  show 
There  was  one  television  debate  particularly  that  Gale  Kauffman  said 
You  didn  t  take  advantage  of  it  because  you  showed  that  you  were 
tired  Linda  Schacht  was  then  working  for  Channel  5  She  was  one 
of  the  interviewers  She  d  lean  towards  me  she  gave  me  openings 
and  I  was  not  at  my  best 

Those  television  debates  favored  her  There  was  one  maybe 
two  where  I  was  good  but  I  didn  t  take  advantage  of  it  That  s  what 
she  s  trained  for  I  always  thought  she  came  out  of  elocution  school 
That  s  where  she  shines  She  can  look  at  the  camera  and  act  so 
sincere 

And  then  the  last  blip  was  toward  the  end  of  the  campaign 
Warren  Hmckle  at  the  Chronicle  my  ex  friend  when  he  was  a 
Chronicle  columnist  had  written  a  column  about  her  and  this  hotel  she 
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had  inherited  from  her  husband  the  Carlton  Hotel  on  Sutter  Street  near 
Polk  which  was  a  residential  hotel  and  she  wanted  to  turn  it  mto  a 
tourist  hotel  So  she  set  out  on  a  course  of  action  of  trying  to  get 
people  out  Hrnckle  had  written  a  column  in  1978  Hinckle  detested 
her  and  had  written  a  column  just  condemning  her  I  had  kept  saying 
to  Clint  When  are  we  going  to  use  this  in  a  brochure  in  a  mailer*? 
because  I  had  the  better  of  her  on  tenant  issues  I  can  t  remember  the 
reason  but  I  did  So  he  said  Don  t  worry  don  t  worry  So  he  did 

What  he  did  was  he  sent  John  Thiella  out  with  a  gal  by  the  name 
of  Linda  Stark  who  we  used  for  the  photography  to  get  pictures  of  the 
people  in  the  Carlton  Hotel  the  old  people  They  wouldn  t  let  them 
mto  the  lobby  so  John  Thiella  says  We  11  go  to  another  hotel  just 
like  it 
Oh,  no 

Yes  And  take  pictures  of  the  people  there  and  he  did  it  Brought  it 
back  They  put  that  into  the  brochure  and  put  in  the  Hinckle  piece  and 
that  was  the  mailer 

I  didn  t  know  about  it  I  was  campaigning  m  the  Mission  and  by 
this  time  it  s  late  November  early  December  darkness  at  5  1 5  [p  m  ] 
and  I  stopped  about  5  30  [p  m  ]  or  so  and  called  in  to  headquarters 
Headquarters  were  on  Taraval  Street  We  had  good  headquarters  We 
had  a  tremendous  number  of  volunteers  John  Barbagelata  had  a  few 
more  when  he  ran  in  75  but  I  had  a  lot  of  volunteers  He  had  more 
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because  John  would  devote  more  time  to  the  volunteers  He  d  ignore 
the  media  but  he  d  spend  time  with  the  volunteers 

I  called  in  and  Clint  says  I  want  to  just  explain  something  to 
you  We  ve  got  the  Carlton  Hotel  piece  and  it  s  gone  out  but  we 
couldn  t  get  m  to  take  a  picture  of  the  residents  so  we  went  to  another 
hotel  and  took  pictures  of  the  residents  there  just  in  case  it  comes  up 
and  you  11  know  about  it  in  advance 

Did  it  come  up  That  s  what  Reg  Murphy  was  waiting  for  and 
he  pounced  on  it  and  did  he  go  to  town  with  an  article  on  it  Bill 
Barnes  had  the  story  because  he  d  taken  Barnes  from  just  writing  a 
column  to  bemg  the  political  reporter  And  then  Mel  [Melvin]  Belli 
was  going  to  sue  us  in  behalf  of  the  tenants  whose  privacy  had  been 
invaded  in  the  other  hotel  Dick  Thienot  became  very  concerned  and 
Clint  Reilly  calls  me  the  next  day  wherever  I  was  He  catches  me  at 
lunch  and  he  says  You  d  better  call  Dick  Thienot  and  I  said 
Why  Clint*?  And  he  said  Well  I  m  just  womed  about  the 
Chronicle  withdrawing  its  endorsement  I  called  Dick  and  he 
reassured  me  although  he  was  not  happy 

Then  a  couple  of  days  later  of  course  she  comes  up  with  a 
beauty  By  this  time  now  in  the  runoff  they  -  meaning  the  Willie 
Browns  m  the  world  -  were  deathly  afraid  Now  they  were  really 
afraid  They  had  done  next  to  nothing  in  the  primary  But  they  came 
in  Leo  McCarthy  came  in  and  endorsed  her  Willie  Brown  the  whole 
Democratic  establishment  McCarthy  sent  Art  Agnos  down  and  he 
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sent  Richie  Ross  down  and  they  fashioned  a  piece  likening  me  to 
[Governor]  George  [C  ]  Wallace  at  the  schoolhouse  door  The  Sunday 
before  the  election  they  put  that  piece  into  every  black  church  m  San 
Francisco  So  the  Chronicle  declaimed  the  next  day  about  the 
degrading  campaign  tactics  of  both  campaigns  one  of  those  pontifical 
pieces 

So  then  came  election  night  Tuesday  night  and  we  were  at  the 
Hyatt  Regency  upstairs  in  a  suite  and  the  first  returns  started  to  come 
m  and  Clint  could  see  it  There  it  was  fifty  four  to  forty  six  So  she 
won 

She  wasn  t  through  though  She  wasn  t  through  My  best  friend 
from  Dartmouth  was  Stan  Nelson  He  lived  m  New  York  City,  and  he 
came  out  the  last  three  or  four  weeks  and  lived  here  and  stayed  with 
me  every  minute  of  every  day  and  night  So  the  next  day  we  got  up 
and  went  down  to  city  hall  to  my  office  I  had  a  committee  hearing 
that  next  day  Wednesday  I  had  some  hearing  which  I  was  going  to 
attend  So  we  were  there  late  in  the  morning  and  a  note  comes  over  a 
call  or  something  from  Hadley  Roff  inviting  me  over  to  the  mayor  s 
office  just  to  meet  with  Dianne  and  have  a  pleasant  postmortem 

So  I  looked  at  Stan  and  I  said  Should  I  do  it?  and  he  said 
Well  yeah  I  guess  so  I  said  You  come  over  with  me  So  I  came 
over  and  the  press  is  outside  and  I  go  into  the  office  and  Hadley 
comes  out  We  go  inside  and  there  s  Mel  Wax  -  one  of  them  -  that 
stinker  who  I  had  known  since  1946  right7  Never  done  anything  to 
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help  me  A  Dartmouth  man  and  all  the  rest  of  it  Gee  when  I  think  of 
Mel  Wax  What  a  disappointment  for  a  fellow  alumnus  And  they  had 
glasses  of  wine  or  some  damn  thing  So  she  had  like  a  glass  of  wine 
and  we  talked  -  congratulations  -  and  this  and  that  tete  a  tete 

Well  it  was  a  set  up  It  was  a  set  up  for  the  press  to  come  m  and 
photograph  as  though  all  is  forgiven  We  re  all  together  now  the  San 
Francisco  political  family  I  think  what  happened  is  Hadley  Roff  or 
Wax  one  of  them  said  Do  you  mind  if  the  press  comes  in9  I  must 
have  been  tired  and  thinking  of  somethmg  else  and  said  No  it  s  all 
right  So  they  came  in  so  they  could  get  pictures  It  was  a  set  up  so 
she  could  get  a  picture  in  the  paper  of  me  sitting  in  her  office  because 
she  had  no  intention  of  ever  cooperating  with  me  and  she  didn  t 
And  any  kind  of  opposition  from  you  now  is  going  to  look  very  petty 
Yes  Oh,  yes  she  set  me  up  And  that  s  what  it  looked  like  through 
1980 

That  you  re  a  sore  loser 

Mmhmm  Into  81  Well  of  course  1980  groups  got  together  to 
repeal  district  elections  They  were  repealed  and  almost  immediately 
you  had  to  run  I  think  the  repeal  election  was  August  and  you  ran  in 
80  That  s  right  That  changed  the  cycle  for  supervisors  to  the  even 
year  See  the  cycle  for  supervisors  was  the  odd  year  which  meant 
that  supervisors  could  challenge  for  legislative  seats  Not  many  did 
The  board  was  never  much  of  a  jumping  off  point  Leo  [McCarthy] 
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and  George  Moscone  had  jumped  off  from  it  but  it  was  never  much  of 
a  jumping  off  point 

So  now  it  went  on  to  the  even  year  and  I  ran  in  November  Clint 
ran  the  campaign  Nineteen  eighty  was  Clint  s  big  year  when  Leo 
McCarthy  and  Howard  [L  ]  Berman  were  wrapped  up  in  a  speakership 
battle  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  election  night  The  first  report  that 
Howard  Berman  was  challenging  Leo  McCarthy  was  that  night  on 
television  We  noted  it  as  something  of  interest  but  by  1980  it  was  an 
all  out  war  in  the  Democratic  primary 

Leo  hired  Clint  Reilly  Clmt  was  also  hired  by  [U  S 
Representative]  Jim  [James  C  ]  Corman  who  just  died  a  little  while 
ago  He  was  a  twenty  year  member  of  Congress  a  Democrat  the  San 
Fernando  Valley  In  fact  he  was  the  head  of  the  Democratic 
Congressional  Fundraising  Committee  And  then  Pat  [Patrick] 
Johnston  was  running  against  [Assemblyman]  Carmen  Penno  in  the 
San  Joaquin  County  He  had  a  kid  Larry  Asera  who  was  a  Solano 
County  supervisor  running  for  the  Assembly  against  [Assemblyman] 
Don  Sebastiam  a  Republican  And  he  had  one  or  two  other  races 
I  ve  forgotten  which  they  were 

So  Clmt  was  in  Los  Angeles  all  the  time  Gale  Kauffman  was 
there  We  had  a  headquarters  agam  on  Taraval  Denise  Hinckle  still 
married  to  Hinckle  although  that  was  the  beginning  of  their  separation 
and  her  marrying  Tom  McCarthy  the  next  year  was  the  campaign 
coordinator  I  didn  t  really  campaign  as  hard  as  I  had  the  previous 
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year  I  mean  I  campaigned  hard  Obviously  now  and  again  it  was  a 
race  for  the  number  one  vote  getter  and  I  won  that  going  way  over 
Molinan  When  the  new  board  assembled  January  8  1981  guess 
what9  Feinstein  and  Molinan  made  sure  that  I  wasn  t  elected 
president  and  that  Molinan  was  elected  president  That  then  led  to 
people  being  so  angry  over  it  that  people  started  an  initiative  to  put 
that  in  the  charter  as  a  mandatory  provision  They  qualified  it  for  the 
June  1982  ballot  and  made  it  effective  as  of  passage  It  passed  m  June 
82  and  so  I  became  president  of  the  board  again  from  June  1982  until 
January  1983 

Now  some  of  those  district  supervisors  had  been  elected  on  an 
at  large  basis  They  were  again  most  of  them  from  that  community 
congress  People  like  [Supervisor]  Nancy  Walker  They  were  so 
leftwing  so  liberal  I  tried  to  accommodate  them  and  I  did  As  a 
matter  of  fact  I  put  on  the  ballot  in  November  a  salary  increase  The 
charter  prescribes  the  salary  It  was  $9  600  It  was  $2  400  m  1932 
then  increased  in  1954  to  $4  800  and  in  1964  it  had  been  increased  to 
$9  600  They  had  put  a  salary  increase  on  the  ballot  That  s  right 
This  gang  I  think  they  put  it  on  for  1981  and  I  opposed  it  wrote 
ballot  arguments  against  it  and  I  smashed  it  But  I  said  It  s  time  to 
extrapolate  it  by  the  increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  from  1964 
which  is  what  I  did  -  put  it  on  for  November  1982  -  and  it  was 
increased  to  whatever  it  was  something  like  $23  000 
How  much  had  they  wanted9 
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I  don  t  remember 
But  more 

Yes  They  usually  tried  to  use  some  gimmick  like  tying  it  to  a 
supenor  court  judge  s  salary  which  is  the  case  in  Los  Angeles  County 
They  always  try  to  use  some  gimmick  so  they  don  t  have  to  go  before 
the  voters  And  I  said  You  11  do  it  the  right  way  and  I  got  it  passed 
It  went  to  $23  900  something  So  that  was  the  end  of  1982  There 
wasn  t  anything  particularly  memorable 

There  was  another  supervisors  election  in  82  Hongisto  had 
come  back  from  his  ill  fated  ventures  in  Cleveland  and  then  m  New 
York  State  where  he  couldn  t  get  confirmed  to  run  the  state  prison 
system  I  think  he  ran  m  1982  or  maybe  he  d  run  in  1980  He  got  on 
the  board  and  he  was  going  to  do  everything  to  defeat  anything  I 
advocated  and  then  gradually  over  a  couple  of  years  or  so  he 
modified  his  position 

We  came  up  to  the  84  election  We  went  through  83  Oh1 
Eighty  three  is  important  I  know  what  happened  in  83  I  know  what 
happened  in  82  Femstein  was  coming  up  for  reelection  and  Clint 
Reilly  in  82  sat  down  with  me  and  he  said  I  should  be  in  a  more 
responsible  powerful  office,  that  it  was  regrettable  I  wasn  t  elected 
mayor  but  he  felt  an  obligation  to  me 

The  upshot  of  that  was  him  persuading  me  to  run  for  the  Board 
of  Equalization  Oh  I  ve  got  to  talk  about  that  That  was  in  early 
1982  I  d  been  top  vote  getter  but  I  wasn  t  president  and  here  I  was 
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just  doing  the  same  thing  I  was  happy  I  thought  but  Clint  said  You 
deserve  a  higher  office 

It  s  cunous  because  one  day  I  got  a  phone  call  at  home  from 
Willie  Brown  It  must  have  been  81  Yes  it  must  have  been  in  81 
or  the  beginning  of  82  m  which  he  says  to  me  Did  you  ever  think 
about  running  for  the  Board  of  Equalization?  And  I  said  No  He 
says  You  ought  to  think  about  it  I  didn  t  think  about  it  Now  Clint 
sets  forth  this  proposition  that  I  run  for  the  Board  of  Equalization  and 
he  persuades  me  to  do  so  The  district  why  was  it  available9  Because 
George  Reilly  had  died  It  was  vacant  It  stretched  from  here  this  part 
of  San  Francisco  It  didn  t  have  all  of  San  Francisco  but  it  stretched 
down  the  coast  to  Los  Angeles  and  it  had  the  San  Fernando  Valley 
because  there  were  only  four  districts  for  the  whole  state 

So  the  idea  was  I  would  get  the  backing  of  the  Berman  Waxman 
machine  I  would  talk  to  Michael  [B  ]  Berman  I  knew  Michael 
Berman  I  had  met  him  I  think  around  1980  [or]  81  I  remember 
when  he  and  Phil  Burton  were  doing  all  their  dirty  work  with 
reapportionment  after  the  1980  census  I  had  a  good  friend  a  lawyer  - 
flarland  [W  ]  Braun  -  who  had  grown  up  with  Michael  and  Howard 
and  they  called  upon  him  for  legal  advice  when  they  needed  something 
or  to  represent  part  of  their  machine  under  investigation  like  Harland 
represented  Ken  Cory  when  the  Orange  County  Grand  Jury  was 
investigating  him  He  represented  [Assemblywoman]  Gwen  Moore 
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when  she  was  in  the  Assembly  and  under  investigation  Harland 
specializes  in  crime  but  white  collar  crime 

And  so  I  went  down  to  Los  Angeles  and  started  making  the 
rounds  of  seeing  people  and  had  a  little  formative  group  there  Then 
there  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Conway  Collis  who  had  been  an 
aide  to  [Alan]  Cranston  Oh  I  know  what  happened  I  called  Lantos 
for  example  secured  his  endorsement  I  called  Cranston  secured  his 
endorsement 

Here  s  what  happened  Conway  Collis  wanted  to  run  for  the 
Assembly  in  a  district  in  San  Fernando  Valley  and  I  guess  part  of  the 
Westside  And  who  else  wants  to  run  for  it  and  is  running  but  Gray 
Davis  Gray  Davis  is  returning  to  the  elective  war  battles  because 
Brown  was  running  for  U  S  Senate  m  82  So  now  Gray  Davis  had  to 
find  a  place  m  politics  and  we  know  Gray  Davis  I  d  known  him 
since  1974  when  he  ran  for  the  nomination  for  treasury  and  when 
Jesse  Unruh  got  in  the  race  he  called  up  Jesse  Unruh  and  said  Why 
are  you  doing  this?  And  Jesse  Unruh  said  Well  why  not?  And  he 
said  to  Jesse  Unruh  Yes  but  I  picked  this  out  to  run  for  myself 
As  though  that  were  going  to  matter  to  Jesse  Unruh  [Laughter  ] 

Yes  So  Gray  Davis  in  effect  had  raised  such  money  and  he  had 
scared  Conway  Collis  out  of  that  race  So  instead  of  running  for  the 
Assembly  Conway  Collis  now  transfers  his  candidacy  to  the  Board  of 
Equalization  And  who  knows  whether  Michael  Berman  had  a  part  of 
that  or  not  I  had  talked  to  Michael  Did  I  talk  to  him  on  the  phone9  I 
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think  I  talked  to  him  in  person  I  made  I  think  two  trips  to  L  A  to 
start  collecting  support 
SENEY  Let  me  turn  this  over 
[End  of  Tape  10  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  10  Side  B] 

KOPP  In  any  event  Conway  Colhs  comes  in  and  he  files  some  campaign  - 

because  you  had  to  file  a  campaign  report  -  which  showed  him  with 
money  which  it  turns  out  he  didn  t  actually  have  and  he  was  later 
charged  with  violating  the  Fair  Political  Practices  Act  and  fined 
SENEY  Did  he  loan  himself  that  money? 

KOPP  Yes  it  was  something  like  that  It  was  a  paper  transaction  to  make  it 

appear  that  he  had  sixty  seventy  eighty  thousand  dollars  - 1  don  t 
know  what  the  dollar  amounts  were  -  when  he  didn  t 

So  I  contmued  I  was  an  announced  candidate  Well  my  press 
conference  was  a  well  attended  press  conference  here  It  wasn  t  well 
attended  in  Los  Angeles  I  II  never  forget  that  We  had  it  at  the  L  A 
Press  Club  and  nobody  showed  up  That  was  funny 

But  I  came  down  to  L  A  the  next  weekend  and  I  remember 
Harland  Braun  spent  all  day  Saturday  with  me  We  visited  a  couple  of 
people  There  was  a  guy  by  the  name  of  Jack  Monash  who  was  an 
Orthodox  Jew  [He]  wouldn  t  go  out  of  the  house  on  Saturday  but  he 
was  one  of  these  political  geniuses  I  m  trying  to  think  of  who  he  was 
attached  to  We  d  go  down  to  his  house  and  we  had  to  sit  around  the 
house  Harland  knew  him  from  high  school  days  whatever  it  was  He 
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wouldn  t  take  phone  calls  Then  we  ran  out  to  see  Richard  Mullen  the 
pollster  He  lived  on  the  Westside  I  think  We  went  somewhere  else 
and  Harland  s  saying  What  are  you  doing  this  for7  What  is  this 
office7  The  Board  of  Equalization  I  said  No  we  re  doing  it  for 
[this  or  that] 

The  following  week  I  m  at  a  County  Supervisors  Association  of 
California  event  of  some  kind  I  forgot  to  mention  I  had  gone  up  the 
chairs  in  the  County  Supervisors  Association  and  been  president  In 
fact  I  was  made  president  at  the  1980  convention  which  was  in 
Fresno  and  it  s  a  one  year  term  I  went  out  at  Disneyland  in  8 1  But 
I  was  still  active  I  was  still  on  the  board  as  an  ex  president 

There  was  some  event  m  82  and  George  Deukmejian  was  there 
and  he  was  attorney  general,  about  to  run  for  governor  or  running  for 
governor  We  were  standing  together  at  the  front  of  this  room  I 
suppose  each  waiting  to  make  a  couple  of  remarks  He  says  to  me 
What  are  you  running  for  the  Board  of  Equalization  for7  I  said 
Well  I  didn  t  really  have  an  explanation 

I  came  home  and  it  was  on  a  Fnday  and  it  was  like  buyer  s 
remorse  buymg  an  automobile  or  a  house  I  started  to  have  buyer  s 
remorse,  saying  What  am  I  running  for  this  for7  I  m  not  particularly 
interested  in  it  I  thought  Well  it  s  okay  You  get  a  salary  I  could 
maintain  my  law  practice  which  I  probably  couldn  t  have  even  if  not 
specifically  prohibited  by  law  I  started  thinking  about  it  and  it  was 
on  a  Friday  and  a  friend  of  mine  -  Delia  Schletter  -  was  my 
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administrative  aide  She  and  Denise  Hrnckle  had  been  -  Denise  was 
supposed  to  be  the  secretary  she  got  a  lesser  salary  Denise  was  never 
a  secretary  But  Delia  was  smart  and  still  is  a  friend  I  got  back  to  San 
Francisco  I  must  have  been  in  Sacramento  at  this  County  Supervisors 
Association  event  and  I  came  up  to  city  hall  and  I  was  sitting  there 
talking  with  Delia  and  I  said  What  am  I  running  for  this  for'?  And  I 
decided  then  I  m  not  I  pulled  out  It  was  too  late  to  get  my  name  off 
the  ballot  I  carried  Santa  Cruz  County  and  I  carried  San  Mateo 
County  [Laughter  ] 

You  know  the  newspaper  article  I  read  that  talked  about  this  left  the 
impression  that  you  had  the  impression  that  Willie  Brown  had  sort  of 
set  you  up  for  this  as  maybe  a  way  to  get  you  out  of  San  Francisco 
politics 

Well  I  think  that  was  the  reason  for  his  telephone  call  whenever  it 
was  the  beginning  of  82  or  the  end  of  8 1  I  think  that  was 
unmistakably  the  reason  because  he  never  would  do  me  a  favor  He 
was  doing  it  so  I  d  run  I  d  get  elected,  and  I  d  be  out  of  town  If  I 
didn  t  get  elected  then  it  would  be  a  check  against  me  Oh  yes 

Clint  s  motives'?  Who  knows?  1 11  ask  Clint  and  see  if  he  11  tell 
me  the  truth  I  think  Clint  was  genuine  1 11  tell  you  why  What  Clint 
was  angling  for  was  to  be  in  the  mainstream  of  the  Democratic  Party 
and  what  he  was  angling  for  was  to  run  Feinstein  s  campaign  for 
reelection  That  s  the  reason  He  wanted  to  bestow  on  me  some 
political  benefit  and  then  he  d  have  a  clean  conscience  He  could  say 


274 


to  me  I  got  you  elected  to  the  Board  of  Equalization  now  I  have  a 
right  to  manage  Feinstein  s  campaign  for  reelection  That  s  why 

When  I  told  him  I  wasn  t  running  -  m  fact  we  went  down  to 
Brayton  Wilbur  s  house  Clint  didn  t  like  it  at  all  We  had  a  Come  to 
Jesus  meeting  at  Brayton  Wilbur  s  house  in  Hills  borough  in  which 
we  said  What  are  you  doing  this  for  and  what  s  your  idea?  Yes  I 
think  that  was  over  that  election  Clint  didn  t  like  that  at  all  We  had  a 
session  there  he  didn  t  like  But  that  s  what  happened 

That  had  an  effect  too  because  Delia  came  up  with  another  idea 
I  had  been  a  guest  every  month  on  Ronn  Owen  s  talk  show  on  KGO 
kind  of  a  loyal  opposition  angle  I  had  once  said  to  Ronn  What 
happens  when  you  go  on  vacation*? 

He  said  Well  somebody  fills  m 

I  said  Well  is  it  possible  for  me  to  fill  in? 

He  said  Well  let  me  find  out 

I  then  filled  m  for  Ronn  two  or  three  nights  He  was  on  then  at 
night  He  was  seven  to  ten 

Delia  said  Well,  you  ve  filled  in  on  KGO  You  ve  been  a  guest 
and  you  ve  handled  the  talk  show  three  times  or  four  times  whatever 
it  was  She  said  Suppose  you  try  to  get  your  own  talk  show1? 

I  said  Gee  that  s  a  good  idea 

She  said  Because  that  11  take  the  attention  away  from  your 
withdrawing  from  the  Board  of  Equalization  candidacy 


And  I  said  That  s  a  good  idea 
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I  called  up  Mickey  Luckoff  the  general  manager  that  afternoon 
and  I  said  Micky  I  want  to  come  see  you  Monday  [I]  set  up  an 
appointment  and  came  in  to  see  him  and  I  said  to  him  I  d  like  to  be  a 
talk  show  host 

He  said  Not  a  bad  idea  Let  me  think  about  that 
From  that  came  my  talk  show  Sunday  nights  ten  at  night  to  one 
in  the  morning  And  that  later  changed  to  seven  to  ten  Sunday  night 
and  I  had  that  for  ten  years  It  was  quite  an  experience  and  it  sure 
didn  t  hurt 

I  ve  heard  good  things  about  that 

It  sure  didn  t  hurt  as  far  as  a  political  presence  was  concerned 
You  enjoyed  that,  I  take  it 

Yes  I  did  I  d  spend  an  hour  or  two  hours  preparing  I  d  have  guests 
I  relied  on  guests  because  I  was  up  against  60  Minutes  I  wouldn  t 
bring  a  guest  in  at  seven  because  I  thought  - 1  don  t  know  why  but 
that  was  the  weakest  hour  seven  to  eight  Eight  to  nine  and  nine  to  ten 
were  better  hours  and  I  d  bring  in  guests  at  eight  and  nine  It  was 
easier  to  bring  in  guests  at  those  hours  than  it  was  the  ten  to  one  slot 
So  I  did  it  for  ten  years  until  1992  It  ended  because  Mickey 
claimed  that  they  were  bringing  in  some  talk  show  host  from  Denver 
as  a  permanent  rotating  substitute  whenever  anyone  went  on  vacation 
and  to  make  it  function  economically  they  had  to  assure  him  of  a 
regular  slot  Saturday  and  Sunday  So  it  was  my  slot  Sunday  It  was 
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Carmen  Perez  I  think  was  her  name  a  medical  doctor/psychiatnst  on 
Saturday 

I  think  Mickey  was  a  little  bit  annoyed  at  me  because  I  said  I 
wasn  t  going  to  appear  on  some  debate  at  six  in  the  morning  on 
bringing  BART  into  the  airport  to  debate  Lou  [Louis  A  ]  Turpin  the 
airport  general  manager  I  wasn  t  going  to  do  it  on  a  Saturday 
morning  at  six  o  clock  You  have  no  audience  and  to  get  up  at  five  to 
do  it  I  think  that  s  why  I  wasn  t  showing  the  team  spirit 

But  it  worked  fine  because  just  about  that  time  Kevin  O  Bnen 
the  general  manager  of  KTVU  Television  had  telephoned  me  and 
said  I  want  to  have  lunch  with  you  We  had  lunch  over  at  the 
Lakeshore  Club  in  Oakland  and  he  informed  me  that  he  was  starting  a 
seven  to  nine  morning  show  m  competition  with  the  networks  and  he 
wanted  me  on  as  a  political  commentator  for  five  mmutes  or  less  once 
a  week  And  I  said  You  bet 
SENEY  This  is  television  of  course 

KOPP  Television  You  bet  Even  that  five  minutes  generates  more 

recognition  than  three  hours  of  radio  People  still  remember  the  radio 
show  but  the  television  that  was  just  fantastic 
SENEY  Who  were  some  of  the  guests  you  had  on  your  radio  show? 

KOPP  Oh  I  d  have  political  figures  I  d  have  writers  Gee  I  had  a  potpourri 

of  people  I  d  have  somebody  who  might  have  a  nonprofit  agency  in 
some  field  I  might  have  the  director  of  public  works  I  had  people  I 
got  guests  I  started  out  relying  a  lot  on  sports  figures  Some  of  the 
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49ers  It  was  usually  the  49ers  I  had  a  relationship  with  People  I 
knew  I  m  trying  to  think  of  who  would  come  on  Maybe  Dave 
Meggyesy  the  NFL  Players  Association  who  wrote  the  first  kind  of 
expose  book  He  was  a  product  of  the  60s  radicalism  I  had  a  pretty 
wide  group  I  d  have  a  scientist  on  from  time  to  time  Some  academic 
expert  Who  s  my  friend  from  over  at  Cal  Berkeley  the  expert  on 
Russia?  People  like  that 

So  that  worked  fine  because  I  was  saying  good  bye  to  KGO  and 
I  picked  up  almost  immediately  with  KTVU  The  first  couple  of  years 
at  KTVU  were  awkward  He  had  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Steve 
McPartland  he  d  brought  from  New  York  who  didn  t  know  the  Bay 
Area  He  transferred  him  into  the  field  and  not  as  the  host 

Then  he  had  Bemie  Ward  who  I  like  personally  but  Benue  s 
idea  of  making  the  show  popular  was  to  confront  me  I  always  felt  as 
if  I  was  being  cross  exammed  -  Why  did  you  vote  this  way  or  do 
that?  -  rather  than  elicit  information  And  Bemie  flopped  He  s 
successful  on  KGO  He  had  a  Sunday  mommg  show  only  but  he  was 
able  to  transfer  into  radio  good  but  he  didn  t  succeed  m  that  hour  at 
KTVU 

And  then  the  third  year  in  came  Ross  McGowan  who  I  had 
known  only  as  a  guest  once  or  twice  when  he  was  on  People  Are 
Talking  whatever  that  show  was  on  Channel  5  Well  Ross  is  the  best 
I  had  four  outstanding  years  with  Ross 
He  was  kind  of  the  questioner  for  you 
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Yes  He  d  make  you  tow  the  mark  and  he  didn  t  let  you  off  easy  He 
was  much  more  knowledgeable  and  brighter  than  I  thought  he  was  on 
that  mid  morning  show  that  he  and  Anne  Frasier  had  for  years 

So  I  d  been  a  member  of  the  American  Federation  of  Television 
and  Radio  Artists  since  1982,  although  I  m  inactive  now  because  I  can 
no  longer  be  a  television  personality 

You  d  been  that  right  up  to  the  time  you  became  a  judge,  didn  t  you? 
Yes 

Was  there  not  some  discussion  about  whether  you  might  be  able  to 
continue  that1? 

Well,  I  thought  m  my  unknowledgeable  state  that  I  could  continue 
and  I  knew  of  these  judge  shows  like  Judge  Judy  and  thought 
That  s  what  I  want  to  do  Kevm  O  Bnen  just  seized  that  idea  He 
had  me  traveling  with  him  to  a  television  convention  in  New  Orleans 
the  national  convention  and  he  wanted  to  produce  the  show 
Is  this  the  syndicators  convention  where  they  buy  shows  that  kind  of 
thing? 

Yes  And  then  I  read  the  Canons  of  Judicial  Conduct  and  saw  that  you 
can  t  do  it 

If  you  re  going  to  be  a  real  judge  you  can  t  pretend  to  be  a  judge 
You  cannot  as  an  active  judge  In  fact  there  was  a  panel  on  that  at  a 
California  Judges  Association  convention  last  October  in  San  Diego, 
which  mcluded  video  extracts  of  all  the  shows  There  were  about 
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eight  shows  including  one  on  Divorce  Court  that  s  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  or  something 

But  I  have  it  in  mind  if  Kevin  O  Bnen  is  still  there  I  have  it  in 
mind  after  I  retire  I  definitely  want  to  do  that 
Well  I  was  wondering  if  you  might  do  it  I  have  seen  you  on 
television  doing  your  political  commentaries  and  you  re  obviously 
really  comfortable  with  it  and  know  how  to  appear  I  don  t  know  if 
this  comes  naturally  to  you 

It  came  naturally  over  the  years  That  s  why  I  wish  I  could  go  back  to 
1979  and  debate  Feinstein  again 
Following  your  own  advice 
Yes 

You  know  one  of  the  things  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  and  this  is  as 
good  a  time  as  any  I  suppose  is  you  ve  really  done  well  with  the 
press  I  mean  you  may  have  had  your  bumps  during  that  election  for 
mayor  but  on  the  whole  I  think  the  press  has  been  -  you  ve  always 
had  a  lot  of  access  to  it  My  god  the  number  of  articles  you  generated 
on  the  things  that  you  ve  done  You  know  I  ve  researched  other 
legislators  and  they  just  don  t  generate  the  kind  of  news  coverage  you 
do 

What  I  wanted  to  ask  you  is  if  you  had  some  sort  of  general 
theory  about  media  when  you  started  out 

I  had  a  general  theory  I  never  organized  my  relationships  with  the 
press  but  I  had  general  theory  that  you  should  try  to  furnish  the  press 
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anything  which  you  thought  was  newsworthy  and  I  did  it  The 
newsroom  at  city  hall  was  across  the  hall  from  the  board  of 
supervisors  cubbyholes  and  I  would  be  m  there  to  schmooze  with 
Russ  Cone  with  Jerry  Bums  with  Eileen  Maloney  who  was  the 
reporter  for  the  San  Francisco  Progress  the  radio  people  who  covered 
it  Russ  Cone  was  critical  Larry  Liebert  was  the  political  writer  for 
the  Chronicle  He  had  a  column  He  was  critical  There  were  other 
people  who  liked  me  very  much 

I  didn  t  do  it  on  an  organized  basis  To  do  it  on  an  organized 
basis  you  should  call  them  for  lunch  You  should  have  lunch 
regularly  I  didn  t  do  it  that  way  and  I  didn  t  do  it  that  way  m 
Sacramento  I  had  lunch  once  m  a  while  with  the  Chronicle  guys 
there  with  Greg  Lucas  with  Rob  -  oh  isn  t  that  awful9  I  ve 
forgotten  his  name  He  was  a  good  reporter  But  I  didn  t  do  it  with 
Dan  Walters  I  should  have  I  didn  t  do  it  with  the  L  A  Times  guys 
Carl  Ingram  for  example  is  a  very  good  guy  and  I  think  he  liked  me 
By  the  way  Dan  Walters  treated  you  well  I  thought 
Yes  Dan  is  the  best  Dan  Walters  is  the  best  political  analyst  m  the 
state  and  he  knows  the  state  better  than  any  other  journalist  in  the 
state  He  knows  Southern  California  and  he  knows  Northern 
California  He  s  a  Humboldt  State — 

Is  he9 

Yes  I  think  he  s  a  Humboldt  State  graduate  He  was  with  the  Eureka 
paper  He  was  with  the  Eureka  Standard  Times  I  think  when  he 
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started  Of  course  I  first  read  him  when  he  was  with  the  Sacramento 
Union  and  then  the  Bee  paid  him  to  come  to  the  Bee  I  don  t  think 
he  s  recognized  nationally  the  way  he  should  be  He  is  so  good  He  s 
way  up  on  top  and  the  next  step  is  about  the  class  double  A  league 
after  him 

And  what  he  writes  often  makes  news 
Yes 

Other  people  quote  him 

But  I  thought  Look  they  re  there  I  never  tried  to  hide  from  the 
press  Then  over  the  years  I  became  an  enthusiast  of  the  open 
meeting  laws  One  of  my  early  charter  amendments  -Id  read  a  court 
of  appeal  decision  finding  there  d  been  a  violation  of  the  San 
Francisco  open  meetmg  provision  the  charter  provision  but  there  was 
no  penalty  -  so  I  rewrote  it  and  added  penalties  to  it  such  as  nullifying 
any  action  taken  by  the  board  of  supervisors  in  an  illegal  secret 
session 

Well  the  media  always  likes  someone  who  champions  the 
Brown  Act  So  I  suppose  that  had  a  part 
And  you  added  to  that  when  you  were  m  the  Legislature  as  well 
Well  the  Legislature  that  was  a  major  legislative  accomplishment 
That  was  a  two  year  process  94  and  95  which  strengthened  the 
Brown  Act  measurably  Of  course,  that  was  cosponsored  by  the 
California  Newspaper  Publishers  Association  and  the  California  First 
Amendment  Coalition 
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I  also  had  provisions  dealing  with  the  California  Public  Records 
Act  in  at  least  one  bill 

Did  any  of  the  press  people  come  to  you  and  ask  you  to  help  with  this 
or  once  you  put  these  things  in — 

They  did  No  they  did  The  Brown  Act  emanated  from  a  meeting  in 
my  law  office  I  think  it  was  the  fall  of  93  with  Peter  [Y  ]  Sussman 
Society  of  Professional  Journalists  Whatever  that  society  is  There 
were  about  five  people  there  Bruce  [B  ]  Brugmann  of  the  Bay 
Guardian  who  is  a  vocal  presence  always  and  he  s  been  a  part  of  my 
political  life  since  1971 
Have  they  been  good  to  you  ever*? 

Who  the  Bay  Guardian ? 

Yes 

Oh  yes  They  endorsed  me  for  mayor 
Oh  that  s  right  they  did 

The  Bay  Guardian  endorsed  me  for  mayor  They  knew  they  could 
usually  depend  on  me  to  do  what  I  said  and  they  knew  Feins  tern  well 
too  So  even  though  they  knew  I  m  conservative  they  knew  they 
could  trust  me  and  that  s  what  I  think  persuaded  them  And  the 
Progress  endorsed  me  in  that  election  too  So  I  had  three  of  the 
newspapers  out  of  the  four 

But  that  Brown  Act  revision  began  with  that  meeting  in  my  law 
office  a  strategy  meeting  I  easily  agreed  to  introduce  the  bill 
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And  they  no  doubt  came  to  you  because  of  what  you  had  done  m  the 
city  charter 

Yes  I  think  Bruce  Brugmann  - 1  think  he  recommended  me  And 

Terry  Francke  had  already  by  that  time  observed  me  Tom  Newton 

was  the  lobbyist  for  the  CNPA  So  they  knew 

That  s  the  California  Newspaper  Publishers  Association 

Yes  I  was  a  proven  quality  to  them 

I  want  to  dig  out  a  quote  here  This  is  from  the  October  30th  issue  of 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  on  their  editorial  page  and  this  is  the 
endorsement  page  here  If  you  look  down  this  endorsement  page 
there  s  just  the  name  you  know  vote  for  this  person  Now  you  get 
to  Quentin  Kopp  s  name  and  there  just  isn  t  the  name  but  it  says  after 
it  Proven  fiscal  ability  and  intelligence  make  Kopp  a  strong 
recommendation  Yours  was  the  only  one  that  had  any  words  behind 
it  and  I  was  particularly  struck  by  that 
That  was  Dick  Thienot  probably 
Is  that  right7 

Yes  Well  he  s  the  publisher  He  makes  the  decisions  So  now  we  re 
in  83  and  a  group  led  by  an  entity  no  longer  existing  called  the 
White  Panthers  apparently  starts  a  recall  of  Femstein  Feinstein  inher 
usual  way  had  an  ordinance  that  would  have  confiscated  all  handguns 
in  San  Francisco  and  it  passed,  six  to  five  vote  or  something  like  that 
And  a  group  not  only  the  NRA  types  but  me  and  I  think  Carol  Ruth 
Silver  was  a  plaintiff  in  the  action  -  there  were  about  eighteen  of  us  - 
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filed  suit  to  nullify  it  on  the  grounds  that  state  law  preempted  such  an 

ordinance  It  did  and  we  won  in  the  court  of  appeal 

Do  you  think  she  was  just  grandstanding  on  this9 

Yes  Well  I  m  going  to  say  a  little  but  not  much  That  s  her  Oh 

don  t  forget  Feinstein  is  a  person  who  in  early  1975  advocated 

legalization  of  prostitution 

What  else  can  I  recall9  She  is  a  devotee  of  the  First 
Amendment  - 1  say  that  sarcastically  -  who  along  about  1973 
probably  introduced  an  ordinance  to  ban  peaceful  demonstrations 
within  five  hundred  feet  of  any  foreign  consulate  m  San  Francisco 
That  came  to  her  from  the  consul  general  for  I  think,  the  Turkish 
government  although  he  wasn  t  a  Turk  but  some  governments  have 
consul  generals  who  are  honorary  consul  generals  That  came  to  her 
from  that  one 

He  was  tired  of  the  Armenians  I  would  think 
Yes  And  we  defeated  that  ordinance 

So  when  you  say  Did  she  do  it  for  grandstanding9  a  little  bit 
for  grandstanding  But  no,  that  would  be  the  way  she  looks  at  the 
world  that  you  can  go  into  every  residence  in  San  Francisco  and 
confiscate  a  handgun 

She  was  always  ready  to  have  government  solve  a  problem 
Always  government  would  solve  a  problem  and  she  would  tell  them 
how  to  do  it 
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But  anyway  the  White  Panthers  and  other  people  mounted  this 
recall  and  they  qualified  it  I  didn  t  pay  too  much  attention  to  it  until  it 
qualified  Then  somebody  introduced  a  -  no  they  couldn  t  do  it  in  the 
board  of  supervisors  but  there  was  some  kind  of  a  matter  presented  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  -Id  have  to  look  through  newspaper 
clippings  -  which  was  really  a  yes  or  no  vote  on  whether  you  were 
with  Feinstein  and  against  the  recall  or  not  I  voted  no,  or  I  didn  t 
vote  or  I  didn  t  go  to  the  meeting  I  think  it  was  something  like  that 
Then  all  of  the  supervisors  signed  on  to  oppose  the  recall  and  I 
refused  to  oppose  the  recall  And  then  of  course  the  recall  was 
defeated  resoundingly  and  she  had  figuratively  no  opposition  for 
reelection 

But  that  isn  t  the  whole  story  of  1983 

SENEY  If  you  re  finished  with  this  I  wanted  to  ask  you  something  based  on 

that  She  was  quoted  at  the  end  of  her  term  m  85  one  of  these  end  of 
term  summations  that  this  was  so  humiliating  to  her — 

KOPP  Eighty  seven 

SENEY  Eighty  seven  I  m  sorry  The  most  humiliating  thing  that  had  ever 
happened  to  her  was  having  this  recall  As  you  know  I  lived  here  at 
the  time  and  I  thought  Is  she  behind  this? 

KOPP  Let  me  insert  John  Barbagelata  s  theory  and  you  could  not  dissuade 

him,  was  that  Clint  Reilly  had  set  up  the  recall 
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Well  you  know  it  had  that  odor  to  it  because  what  it  did  was  put  her 
on  a  pedestal  I  can  t  remember  did  she  get  87  percent  of  that  vote 
something  like  that7 
Yes 

And  no  one  would  come  near  her  in  the  next  election 
That  wasn  t  the  only  place  where  she  was  active  on  the  reelection 
front  David  Nelson  I  mentioned  earlier  David  Nelson  calls  me  one 
day  in  1982  to  have  lunch  and  we  sit  down  for  lunch  He  and  Mo 
Bernstein  were  like  that  [gestures] 

You  re  holding  two  fingers  together 

I  m  holding  two  fingers  together  They  were  intimate  friends  And 
David  Nelson  lays  before  me  the  proposition  that  I  should  run  for 
district  attorney  because  Arlo  Smith  is  the  laughingstock  of  the 
criminal  justice  system  at  the  Hall  of  Justice  Now  he  was  right  about 
that 

I  had  received  a  call  from  a  judge  -  Ed  [Edward]  Stem  I  d 
known  Ed  Stem  smce  1960  or  so  Ed  Stem  was  a  plaintiff  s  personal 
injury  lawyer  and  then  he  was  appointed  to  the  bench  I  think  by  Jerry 
Brown  Ed  Stem  was  a  liberal  Ed  Stem  called  to  have  lunch  with  me 
We  had  lunch  I  think  at  the  Olympic  Club  downtown  and  Ed  Stem 
said  to  me  We  need  a  district  attorney  Arlo  Smith  is  an 
embarrassment  Arlo  Smith  is  incompetent  Arlo  Smith  s  office  is 
incompetent  You  can  imagine  what  he  d  be  saying  today  - 
[laughter]  -  with  Terence  Hallman  And  I  knew  Arlo  Smith  I  knew 
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Arlo  Smith  since  1956  because  there  was  a  lunch  group  of  University 
of  Chicago  law  graduates  Bill  Hannawalt  led  it 
SENEY  Judge  let  me  change  this 

[End  of  Tape  10  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  1 1  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  I  said  Well  I  m  really  not  that  interested  in  the  criminal  law  and 

being  a  district  attorney  And  he  said  Believe  me  there  are  other 
judges  who  feel  the  same  way  Arlo  had  been  elected  in  79  He  beat 
Freitas  after  the  mfamous  Twinkie  case  with  Dan  White 
SENEY  Anyone  could  have  beaten  Freitas  in  that  election  don  t  you  think? 

KOPP  Yes  just  about  I  also  testified  in  that  Dan  White  case  That  s  right 

Tommy  [Thomas  F  ]  Norman  the  DA  called  me  to  testify  to  that 
telephone  conversation  I  d  had  with  him  that  Sunday  night  the  night 
before  the  assassination 

But  in  any  event  I  said  Well  let  me  think  about  it  Ed 
There  was  a  genuine  desire  of  some  legitimately  concerned 
people  like  Ed  Stem  to  replace  Arlo  Smith  So  when  David  Nelson 
said  that  I  had  an  idea  that  he  was  saying  it  because  he  and  Mo  wanted 
to  be  sure  I  wasn  t  running  again  against  Feinstein  The  fact  is  I  had 
no  desire  or  intention  to  do  that  I  probably  had  no  desire  because  I 
figured  it  was  futile  She  hadn  t  fallen  on  her  face  particularly,  and  I 
just  couldn  t  visualize  the  support 

SENEY  By  the  way  I  always  thought  she  got  really  good  press 
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She  did  She  did  get  good  press  She  courted  the  press  [but]  not  in  an 
abrasive  way  Once  in  a  while  she  would  whine  to  the  press  She 
never  screamed  I  would  scream  at  the  press  sometimes  She  would 
complain  and  anguish  about  some  coverage  but  she  courted  the  press 
She  d  have  dinner  parties  She  used  dinner  parties  In  fact  I  was  at  a 
couple  of  dinner  parties  at  her  house 

There  s  also  a  story  after  I  was  divorced  where  she  fixed  me  up 
with  one  of  her  friends  It  was  a  funny  funny  night  at  her  house  I 
think  it  s  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  her  tipsy  and  she  was  pretty  tipsy 
insisting  on  reading  from  Edgar  Allan  Poe  s  The  Raven  about 
midnight  But  that  s  another  story 
In  any  event — 

May  I  say  one  more  thing  about  her  m  the  press?  I  understand  that  if 
you  were  a  city  official  and  you  read  the  Sunday  Chronicle  or 
Examiner  and  you  saw  something  negative  about  your  department  or 
you  in  that  Sunday  paper  you  could  be  sure  that  you  would  be  called 
on  the  carpet  Monday  morning 

Probably  The  press  called  it  hands  on  I  laugh  when  I  read  it  She 
had  never  been  in  business  She  was  the  only  one  on  the  board  of 
supervisors  who  didn  t  have  a  profession  or  business  while  we  were 
there  She  was  free  to  do  whatever  she  wanted  Her  only  experience 
was  what?  Modeling  during  college  and  then  Pat  Brown  put  her  on 
what  the  Women  s  Adult  Authority  or  whatever  it  was  It  s 
government  work  She  d  never  been  m  pnvate  enterprise 
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In  fact  after  Bert  [Bertram]  Femstein  died  he  left  a  brother  - 1 
think  his  brother  s  name  was  George  -  and  she  twice  had  asked  me  for 
financial  advice  She  asked  me  once  about  selling  the  Carlton  Hotel  I 
think  she  told  me  that  the  brother  wanted  to  sell  it  and  she  wasn  t 
particularly  clear  I  have  to  hazard  a  guess  that  Dick  Bloom  that 
relationship  also  included  advising  her  on  what  to  do  as  a  widow 
She  had  no  business  experience  Her  administration  of 
departments  had  to  be  based  on  whatever  she  thought  She  thought 
Confiscate  all  the  handguns  Once  she  thought  Legalize 
prostitution  I  can  t  imagine  her  knowing  how  to  run  a  department 
knowing  personnel  practices 

In  the  board  of  supervisors  we  had  two  employees  We  had  an 
administrative  assistant  and  we  had  a  secretary  That  s  what  we  had 
That  s  not  administration  I  mean  I  probably  don  t  give  myself  credit 
I  used  to  say  when  this  Frank  Jordan  was  running  for  mayor  -  he  d 
been  chief  of  police  and  I  thought  he  had  overseen  two  thousand 
people  - 1  used  to  tell  groups  This  man  is  a  better  administrator  than 
I  would  be  It  s  not  true  having  seen  Jordan  function  for  four  years 
But  it  s  the  same  thing  with  her  as  an  administrator  of  city 
departments  and  agencies  providing  services  I  just  can  t  imagine  I 
can  t  imagine  But  she  accumulated  the  reputation  of  being  a  hands 
on  mayor  because  she  d  call  them  in  there  and  read  them  the  not  act 
over  something 
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Anyway  83  district  attorney  I  thought  for  maybe  three  or  four 
days  about  district  attorney  I  didn  t  run  I  told  my  mother  My  father 
died  August  13  1973  My  mother  was  then  83  Her  birthday  was 
June  20th  I  told  her  I  said  Mom  I  m  thinking  of  running  for  district 
attorney 

She  said  What‘S 1 

I  said  I  m  thinking  of  running  for  district  attorney 

She  said  Your  father  and  I  didn  t  educate  you  to  be  a  district 
attorney 

She  thought  that  was  a  step  below  being  a  practicing  lawyer  and 
on  the  board  of  supervisors  And  that  was  it  When  I  heard  her  say 
that  I  said  Well  she  s  probably  right  So  I  didn  t  run  for  district 
attorney  That  s  another  place  in  my  career  where  maybe  I  should 
have  run  for  district  attorney  One,  I  probably  would  have  had 
Feinstein  s  support  because  a)  it  would  have  meant  I  wasn  t  running 
for  mayor  b)  Clint  Reilly  was  there  to  expunge  his  guilt  over  the  fact  I 
hadn  t  obtained  more  power  and  c)  she  genuinely  is  a  crime 
antagonist 

Remember  how  she  d  parade  -  didn  t  she  put  on  a  police 
uniform  for  some  picture  or  something  like  that‘s  She  believed  in  that 
stuff 

SENEY  She  responded  to  a  police  call  She  had  a  scanner  in  her  home 

KOPP  Yes  And  so  she  would  have  known  -  she  knew  that  I  was  a  good 

lawyer  She  knew  that  I  would  be  a  good  prosecutor  I  would  have 
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won  that  easily  and  who  knows  what  I  would  have  done  with  it9  I 
probably  could  have  been  satisfied  being  district  attorney  for  a  lengthy 
time 

Probably  what  I  would  have  done  was  would  have  asked  for  an 
appointment  on  the  superior  court  I  probably  would  have  asked 
George  Deukmejian  for  an  appointment  That  s  probably  what  I 
would  have  done  I  probably  would  have  toyed  with  the  idea  of 
running  for  state  attorney  general 

As  a  matter  of  fact  when  John  Van  de  Kamp  was  running  -  John 
Van  de  Kamp  s  a  Dartmouth  graduate  I  think  he  was  four  years 
behind  me  so  we  never  knew  each  other  at  Dartmouth  But  we  met 
each  other  somewhere  along  the  line  He  s  one  of  the  most  selfish 
politicians  I  ve  ever  known 
SENEY  How  do  you  mean4? 

KOPP  All  he  thinks  about  is  what  you  can  do  for  John  Van  de  Kamp  [He] 

never  thinks  about  anything  for  you  That  s  right  the  Board  of 
Equalization  Ah  ha1  Let  me  talk  about  that  for  a  minute 

In  1982  he  was  a  candidate  for  attorney  general  and  he  called 
me  up  1 11  be  in  San  Francisco  He  came  over  to  see  me  in  my  law 
office  I  know  why  Because  somewhere  in  there  either  I  d  put  out  a 
rumor  or  I  d  been  talking  about  Wouldn  1 1  love  to  be  attorney 
general?  with  friends  and  it  became  currency  so  he  apprehended  that 
maybe  I  would  run  for  attorney  general  Because  I  had  a  pretty  good 
name  having  run  for  mayor  It  was  early  in  1982  or  maybe  the  end  of 
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8 1  he  came  to  see  me  and  I  played  the  usual  game  and  said  Well 
yeah  John  I  ve  been  thinking  about  it  I  d  like  to  He  proposed  that 
I  run  against  Leo  McCarthy  for  the  Assembly  [laughter]  because  Leo 
had  been  toppled  by  that  time  And  I  felt  like  saying  Thank  you  very 
much  John  That  s  quite  an  alternative  to  run  a  futile  race  against 
Leo  McCarthy 

As  opposed  to  what  s  typically  a  stepping  stone  for  governorship 
That  s  right  So  the  next  time  I  saw  John  was  at  the  Friendly  Sons  of 
St  Patrick  dinner  at  or  about  March  17th  m  Los  Angeles  I  used  to 
attend  that  at  the  invitation  of  a  good  friend  Phil  Gilligan,  who  was 
then  active  in  it  It  s  a  tuxedo  event  with  three  thousand  or  so  people 
at  the  Century  City  Hilton  -  the  Beverly  Hills  Hilton 

I  saw  John  and  I  was  still  a  candidate  for  the  Board  of 
Equalization  and  I  said  to  him  John  I  m  running  for  the  Board  of 
Equalization  I  d  like  your  endorsement  and  he  took  a  puff  of  his 
cigar  and  said  1 11  have  to  think  about  that  [Laughter  ]  I  also  think 
by  that  time  I  had  endorsed  him  for  attorney  general1  I  had  endorsed 
him  That  s  John  Van  de  Kamp  Not  one  of  my  favorites 

I  used  to  describe  Mel  Wax  and  him  as  Dartmouth  s  two 
mistakes 

Anyway  so  that  was  1983  and  then  she  ran  literally  unopposed 
I  think  two  or  three  never  heard  of  candidates  filed  against  her 
And  then  came  1984  and  I  was  running  for  reelection  to  the 
board  of  supervisors  That  was  the  most  disappointing  election  of  my 
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career  because  not  only  didn  1 1  run  number  one  -  Mohnan  was 
running  again  -  but  I  ran  number  three  behind  Mohnan  and  behind 
Renne  I  d  put  a  lot  into  it  campaigned  hard  but  the  demographics  of 
the  city  were  ever  changing  I  d  made  a  couple  of  utterances  to  the 
press  that  were  used  against  me  one  on  the  gay  parade  for  a  reporter 
with  the  New  York  Times  who  I  thought  was  benign  as  a  friend  of  mine 
-  Lacey  Fosburg  who  died  of  cancer  -  who  I  knew  through  her  time 
when  she  was  mamed  to  Marc  Libarle  She  married  David  Hams  the 
Stanford  conscientious  objector  Before  that  she  d  been  mamed  to  a 
young  lawyer  fnend  of  mine  Marc  Libarle  and  I  d  known  her  through 
dinner  parties  at  Marc  s  house  She  interviewed  me  and  she  put  in 
comments  that  were  then  used  against  me  as  anti  homosexual 
Well  these  were  comments  that  were  made  in  the  context  of  the  84 
Democratic  Convention  weren  t  they  and  how  the  gay  community 
might  appear  with  all  this  publicity9  Did  I  read  that  wrong9 
Maybe  Yes  that  was  maybe  the  story  I  remember  her  asking  me  a 
question  about  How  do  your  supporters  view  this  gay  pnde  parade 
and  I  said  Probably  negatively  or  something  along  those  lines  if 
they  think  about  it  at  all  etc  That  was  used  That  s  right  The  84 
Democratic  Convention  was  here  And  so  that  was  used  against  me 
Then  A1  Nelder  s  daughter  had  run  for  the  board  of  supervisors 
I  think  in  1980  she  was  elected  She  identified  herself  with  me  for  a 
period  of  time  maybe  about  a  year  year  and  a  half  and  then  she 
became  an  opportunist  and  faded  away  Took  adverse  positions 
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There  was  an  interview  done  by  a  Tallahassee  Florida  paper  and 
it  was  based  on  the  fact  that  by  that  time  either  five  or  six  members  of 
the  board  of  supervisors  were  women  So  the  theme  of  the  interview 
was  How  has  this  changed  the  board  of  supervisors?  and  I  said 
Not  much  if  at  all  Not  at  all  probably  Or  I  was  waxing  nostalgic 
saying  Frankly  I  liked  the  board  of  supervisors  better  at  the  time  I 
was  elected  So  it  came  out  as  one  of  these  the  boys  puffing  cigars 
with  their  feet  up  on  the  desk  kind  of  comments 

She  apparently  had  been  interviewed  She  was  one  of  the 
women  I  don  t  know  who  else  Nancy  Walker  probably  But  she 
lined  up  with  Molinan  in  that  race  and  she  apparently  had 
remembered  that  article  She  probably  got  a  copy  of  it  I  never  saw  it 
I  don  t  think  I  ve  ever  seen  it  to  this  day  And  they  used  that  in  a 
brochure  So  they  did  a  pretty  good  job 

I  think  I  probably  was  endorsed  by  the  Chronicle  Oh  I  know  I 
was  endorsed  by  the  Chronicle  and  endorsed  by  the  Examiner  I  can  t 
remember  the  Guardian  Probably  was  endorsed  by  the  Guardian 
The  Guardian  endorsed  me  almost  every  time  I  ran 

But  that  was  enough  and  of  course  I  m  sure  Femstein  was  doing 
everything  she  could  for  Molinan  and  Renne  Molinan  and  Renne 
were  very  close  at  the  time  Very  close  In  fact  they  had  offices  in 
effect  in  a  suite  together  There  was  a  new  space  opened  up  at  city 
hall  They  took  that  space  and  I  took  a  separate  office  that  was 
outside  the  compound  where  the  others  had  their  offices  So  they  were 
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a  duo  campaigning  and  I  was  the  low  man  out  on  the  totem  pole  and 
that  s  the  way  it  went  through  85 
SENEY  That  must  have  been  disappointing  to  you 

KOPP  Oh  yes  That  was  a  defeat  I  was  reelected  but  to  finish  third  was  a 

defeat 

Then  we  re  into  85  and  then  into  86  Well  85  was  noteworthy 
for  this  reason  I  continued  with  ballot  measures  and  charter 
amendments  Up  until  recently  I  had  never  lost  any  charter 
amendment  I  d  written  or  other  ballot  measure  I  only  lost  one  and  I 
can  t  remember  what  it  was  now  at  the  very  end  But  I  also  would 
qualify  initiatives  and  I  qualified  an  initiative  in  82  urging  the 
Congress  and  President  to  repeal  the  Voting  Rights  Act  requirement  of 
bilingual  ballots  We  had  three  in  San  Francisco  by  that  time 
English  Chinese  and  Spanish  That  passed  overwhelmingly 
Feinstein  opposed  it  and  I  crushed  her  position  on  it 

The  next  one  was  an  ordinance  which  allowed  a  county  board  of 
supervisors  to  establish  payment  of  a  per  diem  fee  for  county  jail 
maintenance  based  on  a  finding  that  an  inmate  had  the  financial  means 
to  pay  it  I  introduced  the  ordinance  The  board  of  supervisors 
defeated  it  ten  to  one  So  I  then  qualified  it  as  an  initiative  ordinance 
and  it  passed  And  each  time  after  I  did  that  the  Democratic  County 
Committee  adopted  a  resolution  censoring  me  and  the  debate  included 
comments  that  Kopp  should  leave  the  Democratic  Party 
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So  along  about  May  of  1 985  I  started  thinking  what  if  anything 
further  1 11  do  politically  and  the  only  thing  that  I  thought  would  be 
running  for  reelection  of  the  board  of  supervisors  if  I  wanted  to  do 
that  or  finish  or  running  for  mayor  again  in  87  And  I  thought  I  ve 
had  enough  of  this  Democratic  County  Committee  intimation  and 
resolutions  It  receives  what  one  day  s  publicity  and  then  maybe  a 
line  or  two  and  the  insiders  can  laugh  about  it  I  don  t  need  that  So 
1 11  reregister  as  an  Independent 

About  that  time  I  was  preparing  for  a  jaunt  to  Israel  an 
expen ence  as  part  of  a  program  called  Volunteers  for  Israel  in  which 
you  are  a  part  of  the  Israeli  Defense  Force  You  wear  a  uniform  but 
you  do  not  engage  in  any  activity  relating  to  combat  Instead  my 
group  of  twenty  five  -  a  few  of  them  were  from  the  Bay  Area  -  was 
assigned  to  an  air  base  m  the  Negev  Desert  working  in  warehouses  or 
working  in  corporation  yards  with  equipment  pipes  and  movable 
equipment  In  other  words  it  was  non  combat  work  or  you  d  work  on 
vehicles  If  you  were  a  mechanic  you  could  work  on  that  We  had  an 
air  conditioning  guy  with  us  He  worked  on  the  air  conditioning  in  the 
barracks 

SENEY  Apparently  the  barracks  weren  t  so  air  conditioned  when  you  got 
there  right9 

Our  barrack  was  all  right  Well,  some  of  them  weren  t  That  s  why 
this  man  was  - 1  was  then  whatever  I  was  I  was  about 
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fifty  two  or  three  was  I?  Maybe  a  little  older  I  was  fifty  seven 
This  man  was  about  sixty  five  and  he  could  repair  air  conditioning 
Very  valuable  to  have  him 

He  was  He  worked  on  some  of  those  barracks  The  barracks  were 
small  They  had  individualized  barracks  We  slept  four  to  a  barrack 
They  were  a  small  building 

I  thought  your  comments  about  the  food  - 1  read  the  article  -  how  as 
time  had  gone  on  the  food  got  to  not  taste  so  good 
They  d  recycle  the  eggs  for  lunch  [Laughter  ]  Oh  the  food  was 
something  It  s  a  Middle  Eastern  cuisine  so  you  d  get  tomatoes  for 
breakfast  They  d  gnnd  the  tomatoes  and  they  d  put  it  in  with  eggs 
They  had  all  kinds  of  ways 

But  in  any  event  I  was  preparing  to  leave  for  that  It  was  a 
symbolic  time  so  I  said  1 11  reregister  and  I  did  I  reregistered  as 
an  Independent  I  didn  t  issue  any  press  release  I  made  no  public 
announcement  of  it  I  just  did  it  and  away  I  went  to  Israel  When  I 
returned  about  five  or  six  weeks  later  I  don  t  think  anybody 
commented  on  it  I  don  t  think  anybody  realized  it 
What  did  that  experience  mean  to  you  as  Jew? 

Oh  that? 

Yes 

That  was  tremendous  I  d  never  been  to  Israel  It  was  another  world 
We  flew  out  of  New  York  on  an  El  AI  aircraft  You  re  flying  with 
people  from  all  over  Security  I  remember  was  very  time  consuming 
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very  careful  You  land  and  then  you  realize  you  re  on  a  plane  the  first 
time  m  your  life  with  a  hundred  other  people  that  are  all  Jews  And 
these  weren  t  all  volunteers  for  Israel  They  were  people  who  were 
going  to  Israel  Then  you  land 

We  amved  about  five  or  six  in  the  morning  in  the  daylight 
You  re  on  a  bus  You  re  informed  I  think  at  the  time  you  arrive 
you  re  going  to  Nevatim  Air  Base  in  the  Negev  and  you  get  on  a  bus 
and  you  start  traveling  through  desert  and  you  re  looking  at  another 
world  You  re  looking  at  people  with  donkeys  You  re  looking  as 
you  approach  Nevatim  -  Nevatim  was  built  by  the  Israelis  It  was  the 
first  actual  military  base  constructed  by  the  Israelis  The  other  bases 
had  been  built  by  the  British  so  all  the  other  bases  were  British 
constructed 

This  was  built  by  the  Israelis  with  a  good  deal  of  United  States 
aid  It  was  distinguished  not  only  by  the  fact  that  it  was  a  fighter  plane 
base  but  also  it  was  a  major  supply  base  because  at  the  time  Israel 
agreed  to  evacuate  the  Sinai  Part  of  the  deal  was  the  United  States 
would  give  Israel  all  the  equipment  that  Israel  had  at  one  or  two  air 
bases  it  had  in  the  Sinai  and  the  U  S  Air  Force  would  use  the  bases 
for  monitoring  Egyptian  activity  in  the  Sinai 

So  all  of  this  equipment  -  furniture  warehouse  equipment 
cabinets  it  was  a  conglomeration  -  was  at  this  base  And  it  was  a 
good  place  for  civilians  who  wore  a  uniform  I  got  up  and  went  to  the 
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mess  hall  with  everybody  but  we  re  really  civilians  It  was  a  good 
place  to  work  because  of  that 

To  build  the  base  some  Bedouin  tribes  had  to  be  removed  They 
were  removed  and  a  little  village  was  built  for  them  with  buildings 
So  you  d  pass  through  and  you  were  looking  at  the  15th  century  I  had 
that  feeling  And  also  it  s  a  stark  landscape  It  s  not  California  It  s 
not  lush  California  That  felt  different 

And  then  of  course  you  re  with  Jews  and  it  was  an  entirely 
different  feeling  It  was  kind  of  nice  to  be  with  Jews  You  never 
thought  about  whether  you  could  say  this  or  whether  you  could  say 
that 

Or  what  you  might  hear 

Yes  or  what  you  might  hear  Nothing  was  politically  incorrect  to  say 
Nothing  was  socially  incorrect  It  s  a  different  life  to  live  as  a  Jew  m  a 
Jewish  country  I  ve  been  to  Israel  twice  since  then  Once  on  our 
honeymoon  in  87  and  then  again  that  remarkable  top  in  1996  of 
members  of  parliaments  and  legislative  bodies  from  twenty  different 
countries  as  guests  of  an  Israeli  foundation  for  six  days  That  was  an 
extraordinary  experience  In  fact  I  just  had  dinner  last  week  with  a 
former  secretary  of  state  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  who  was  a  part  of 
that 

Aiiyway  so  that  was  85  I  came  back  and  the  rest  of  the  year  is 
not  memorable  either  And  that  brought  us  into  the  beginning  of  1986 
I  had  a  major  jury  trial  for  Dan  Geller  at  San  Francisco  Superior  Court 
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and  it  was  in  February  It  was  an  almost  two  week  trial  One  of  the 
defendants  was  a  law  school  classmate  -  Phil  Angel  Jr ,  the  late  Phil 
Angel  Jr  It  was  a  real  estate  fee  suit  for  fraud  and  breach  of  contract 
and  the  like  The  courts  are  on  the  fourth  floor  the  Superior  Court  I 
was  trying  the  case  on  the  fourth  floor  My  board  of  supervisors 
office  was  on  the  second  floor  so  after  the  jury  retired  to  deliberate  it 
was  early  afternoon  and  I  was  m  my  office  in  the  board  of  supervisors 
and  Larry  Liebert  calls  and  says  John  Foran  just  announced  he  s  not 
running  for  reelection  Are  you  running  for  the  State  Senate'?  And  I 
said  I  don  t  know  That  is  the  next  chapter 
Well  why  don  t  we  do  that  when  we  meet  again*? 

Yes 

That  s  great  Judge 


[End  of  Tape  11  Side  A] 
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Session  5  September  22  2001 
[Begin  Tape  12  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  There  are  a  couple  of  aspects  of  my  service  on  the  San  Francisco 

Board  of  Supervisors  which  were  out  of  the  ordinary  In  the 
November  1975  election  of  the  board  I  was  the  leading  vote  getter 
and  by  custom  and  practice  the  leading  vote  getter  became  the 
president  of  the  board  of  supervisors 

In  the  mayoral  election  John  Barbagelata  and  George  Moscone 
emerged  as  the  candidates  m  the  November  election  which  constituted 
in  effect  the  primary  They  engaged  in  a  runoff  in  December  and 
George  Moscone  won  He  was  installed  as  mayor  on  January  8  1976 
The  six  supervisors  who  were  reelected  -  and  all  six  were  reelected 
who  were  on  the  ballot  -  were  installed  the  same  day  at  noon 
pursuant  to  the  charter 

I  was  thereupon  elected  president  of  the  board,  and  that  was  on  a 
Thursday  or  a  Friday  My  mother  and  my  aunt  Louise  Shulman 
maiden  aunt  both  flew  here  from  Los  Angeles  to  be  at  the  swearing  in 
And  my  children  who  were  then  eleven  nine  and  five  and  a  half 
were  present  Almost  immediately  I  announced  my  committee 
appointments  including  my  appointment  of  John  Barbagelata  as 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  which  was  the  most  significant 
committee  on  the  board  of  supervisors 
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I  was  feeling  ebullient  those  two  or  three  days  Family  was  here 
I  was  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  after  four  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  I  had  a  new  administrative 
assistant  Her  name  was  Katie  Baker  and  she  was  a  native  of  the  Bay 
Area  Her  father  was  a  doctor  in  Contra  Costa  County  and  she  d  gone 
to  the  University  of  California  and  then  had  gone  East  She  had 
worked  for  Mayor  John  [V  ]  Lindsay  in  New  York  City  She  was 
married  to  a  movie  star  who  had  attended  Cal  with  her  Stacy  Keach 
was  his  name  They  d  gotten  divorced  and  so  she  came  back  to  the 
Bay  Area,  and  she  applied  for  the  job  Margie  Leland  had  been  my 
administrative  assistant  or  aide  for  four  years  and  she  was  moving  to 
another  position 

So  I  had  told  Katie  that  I  would  meet  her  at  city  hall  at  my 
office  Saturday  afternoon  because  there  would  be  some  quiet  time 
and  I  could  orient  her  and  mculcate  her  more  easily  into  her 
responsibilities  So  I  got  up  Saturday  morning  and  as  I  recall  it  my 
mother  and  my  aunt  had  either  flown  back  on  Friday  to  Los  Angeles  or 
were  flying  back  Saturday  some  time  and  my  children  were  still  here 
I  had  to  be  at  the  Palace  Hotel  for  some  function  to  make  some 
welcoming  remarks  at  about  noon  Then  I  had  to  attend  the 
consecration  of  the  ground  for  the  new  Sacred  Heart  High  School  I 
think  about  three  o  clock  or  3  30  [p  m  ]  I  think  it  was  three  o  clock 

So  I  left  here  ebulliently  The  mail  slot  is  for  the  mail  delivery 


which  drops  into  a  box  in  the  garag< 
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SENEY  Here  in  your  home 

KOPP  In  my  home  I  went  downstairs  to  the  garage  and  I  noticed  m  the  box 

there  was  a  little  package  about  oh  maybe  nine  or  ten  mches  long  and 
four  or  five  inches  wide  It  looked  like  a  gift  or  something  to 
commemorate  or  honor  the  fact  that  I  d  been  elected  president  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  and  I  didn  t  have  time  to  open  it  I  simply  took  it 
and  threw  it  in  the  back  seat  of  the  car 

I  got  in  the  car  and  drove  downtown  to  the  Palace  I  ve  forgotten 
what  the  affair  was  some  kind  of  a  gathering  I  think  of  high  school 
students  a  convocation  of  some  kind  or  a  conference  And  so  I  made 
my  remarks  and  then  I  think  I  had  agreed  to  meet  Katie  Baker  at  about 
two  o  clock  at  city  hall  So  I  went  to  city  hall  and  she  was  there  We 
started  talking  There  had  been  some  mail  delivery  which  hadn  t  been 
opened  from  Fnday  or  sorting  out  papers  Then  I  said  I  ve  got  to  be 
at  Sacred  Heart  at  three  for  this  consecration  Why  don  t  you  come 
with  me*?  So  she  said  Sure 

Joseph  [T  ]  McGucken  was  the  Archbishop  of  the  San  Francisco 
Archdiocese  He  officiated  at  the  consecration  and  I  was  there  It  was 
kind  of  a  civic  event  that  politicians  attend  And  then  after  the 
consecration  and  talking  with  people  introducing  Katie  we  drove 
back  to  city  hall  Sacred  Heart  High  School  was  on  Ellis  Street  near 
Gough,  so  it  s  close  to  city  hall 


By  this  time  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  It  s  in  January  We 
probably  arrived  about  4  15  [p  m  or]  4  30  [p  m  ]  and  started  going 
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through  some  more  paper  I  know  I  had  some  other  documents  in  the 
back  seat  of  the  car  so  I  d  gathered  them  all  up  with  this  package  and 
I  had  brought  them  into  my  office  in  city  hall  So  after  we  finished 
talking  I  kind  of  leaned  back  and  I  was  opening  some  letters  and  then 
I  got  to  this  package  and  I  merrily  started  to  open  it  I  noticed  there 
wasn  t  any  name  on  the  outside  packaging  which  was  like  butcher 
paper  Inside  was  a  See  s  candy  box  She  looked  at  me  -  she  was 
sitting  opposite  me  at  the  desk  -  and  she  says  I  wouldn  t  open  that 
I  d  thrown  the  butcher  paper  m  the  wastebasket  behind  me  I  pulled  it 
out  again  and  I  said  Hmm  that  s  funny  I  wonder  who  it  s  from7 
There  was  no  marking  on  the  See  s  candy  box  as  to  who  the  sender 
was 

As  I  reached  behind  for  the  butcher  paper  she  had  taken  the 
See  s  candy  box  and  she  was  kind  of  looking  along  the  edges  of  it  or 
maybe  that  s  when  she  said  I  wouldn  t  open  this 
I  said  Why7  What  s  wrong7  It  s  See  s  candy 
She  said  I  think  there  s  something  metallic  inside 
So  I  said  Really7 
And  she  said  Yes 

She  said  or  I  said  I  m  going  to  call  the  police  And  I  said 
Well  maybe  you  ought  to  take  it  and  put  it  outside  the  office 
She  said  Well  if  anything  happens  to  me  call  my  mother 
Her  father  was  dead  but  her  mother  lived  in  Walnut  Creek  or  in  one  of 
those  towns  in  Contra  Costa  County  where  she  d  been  brought  up 
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I  said  Oh  don  t  be  silly  Just  put  it  down  softly  on  the  floor  of 
the  corridor  outside  the  board  of  supervisors  offices 

So  I  called  the  police,  and  she  came  back,  and  we  waited  not  too 
long  maybe  ten  minutes  The  police  arrived  a  couple  of  policemen 
and  they  took  the  package  and  said  We  11  take  care  of  it  and  we  11  let 
you  know 

So  she  and  I  left  city  hall  and  that  night  I  had  oh  two  or  three 
events  to  attend  The  children  had  gone  home  by  now  home  meaning 
they  lived  in  San  Rafael  with  their  mother  and  her  then  husband  So  I 
was  alone  and  my  mother  and  aunt  had  definitely  returned  to  Los 
Angeles  I  think  some  friend  had  taken  my  mother  and  aunt  to  the 
airport  that  afternoon  and  had  driven  the  children  back  to  their 
mother  s  I  showered  and  was  m  my  bedroom  dressing  and  the  phone 
rang  It  was  about  six  o  clock 
Supervisor  Kopp7 
Yes 

This  is  Sergeant  [so  and  so]  He  says  You  ought  to  do 
something  for  your  secretary  There  was  a  bomb  in  that  box 
When  the  police  had  arrived  Katie  and  I  told  the  police  a 
chronology  of  what  had  occurred 
I  said  My  gosh’ 

He  said  Do  you  know  if  any  of  the  other  supervisors  received 
anything  like  this7 

I  said  No  I  don  t  But  I  will  find  out 
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There  had  been  some  letters  that  had  come  to  the  board  kind  of 
manifestos  from  some  group  identifying  itself  as  the  New  World 
Liberation  Front  complaining  about  health  conditions  at  the  county 
jail  And  that  had  occurred  October  and  November  of  1 975 

So  I  picked  up  the  phone  and  I  started  going  down  the  list 
alphabetically  of  my  colleagues  and  the  first  person  is  Barbagelata  for 
John  Barbagelata  I  called  and  he  wasn  t  in  His  wife  Angie 
answered  the  phone  and  I  told  her  what  had  happened 
I  said  Did  John  get  any  package  in  the  mail? 

And  she  said  Oh  my  god  Yes  It  s  sitting  on  the  dining  room 

table 

I  said  Well  call  the  police  immediately  Have  them  come  over 
and  take  possession  of  that  package 

And  she  said  either  then  or  later  Two  of  the  girls  -  they  have 
nine  children  and  two  of  the  girls  had  gone  down  to  collect  the  mail 
They  live  m  St  Francis  Wood  on  a  small  incline  and  the  mailbox  is 
down  below  and  they  were  throwing  this  package  back  and  forth 
between  them  as  they  came  back  up  the  stairs 

The  next  person  that  I  reached  I  m  pretty  sure  it  was  Bob 
Mendelsohn  even  though  there  are  people  in  between  There  d  be 
Terry  Francois  and  Bob  Gonzales  but  for  some  reason  I  think  I  called 
Bob  next  and  I  told  him  what  had  happened  We  split  the  remaining 
names  There  were  would  have  been  eight  remaining  names  You 
take  four  1 11  take  four  And  so  we  called  each  of  our  colleagues 
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Well  it  turned  out  that  Barbagelata  and  I  were  the  only  ones  who 
had  received  the  bombs  His  was  a  bomb  too  The  Postal  Service 
assumed  the  responsibility  for  the  investigation  and  it  was  of  course 
headlines  We  were  put  under  police  protection  immediately  all 
eleven  supervisors  particularly  Barbagelata  and  me 

Then  there  occurred  a  strange  event  in  which  a  so  called  courier 
as  he  identified  himself  for  the  New  World  Liberation  Front  would 
deliver  or  mail  letters  He  would  actually  physically  deliver  letters  to 
the  counter  of  the  clerk  s  office  m  the  board  of  supervisors  - 
communiques  from  the  New  World  Liberation  Front  -  over  this  issue 
of  health  conditions  medical  care  and  medical  service  in  the  county 
jail  He  identified  himself  as  Jacques  Rogier  Eventually  he  was 
indicted  Was  he  indicted  or  was  there  a  complaint9  Because 
indictment  means  a  felony 

Anyway  a  criminal  action  was  filed  against  him  by  the  district 
attorney  for  threatening  public  officials  He  was  defended  by  a 
flamboyant  well  known,  criminal  defense  lawyer  [J  ]  Tony  Serra  I 
testified  m  the  trial  so  did  Barbagelata  He  was  acquitted  It  was 
because  of  the  technical  imperfections  m  the  case  The  prosecutor  was 
a  very  capable  prosecutor  -  Jim  [James]  Lassart  That  was  several 
months  later  That  was  sometime  maybe  in  June  or  July  of  1976 

But  in  the  meantime,  we  were  under  police  protection  I  had  of 
course  as  president  of  the  board  the  sergeant  at  arms  Frankie  Aiello 
drove  me  everyplace  But  there  was  a  police  car  outside  the  house 
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twenty  four  hours  for  the  next  several  months  And  the  same  thing 
with  Barbagelata  I  recall  there  was  a  bullet  nick  in  the  window  of  his 
real  estate  office  on  West  Portal 

Femstein  always  claimed  that  an  unignited  explosive  device  or 
something  had  been  on  the  porch  of  her  house  which  was  then  on 
Lyon  Street  in  Pacific  Heights  John  was  never  too  certain  as  to 
whether  it  occurred  exactly  as  she  described  it  but  that  s  probably 
beside  the  point  although  she  later  would  refer  to  the  threats  to  her 
The  threats  were  to  Barbagelata  and  me  Period 

If  my  children  had  been  around  - 1  think  they  d  gone  back 
maybe  Friday  -  but  if  they  d  been  around  I  could  have  foreseen 
giving  them  the  package,  because  they  loved  to  open  packages  that 
were  gifts  and  they  could  have  opened  that  up  and  been  blow  apart 
But  the  Postal  Service  could  photograph  the  inside  of  it  and  it 
was  a  bomb  device  So  we  were  under  that  protection 

The  oddity  about  it  was  the  personal  connection  to  my  life 
Jacques  Rogier  was  Jack  Rogers  whose  father  s  nickname  was 
Packy  [Stanley]  Packy*  Rogers  had  been  in  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers 
baseball  system  When  I  was  a  child  Packy  Rogers  had  played  for  the 
Elmira  Silver  Socks  which  was  a  Brooklyn  Dodger  farm  team  - 
Elmira  New  York  -  m  the  same  league  with  the  Binghamton  Triplets 
The  Tnplets  were  a  New  York  Yankee  farm  team  I  had  seen  his 
father  play  I  think  at  the  time  in  1 976  his  father  was  either  a  coach 
or  a  scout  for  the  Los  Angeles  Dodgers  Jack  was  kind  of  the  black 
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sheep  of  an  otherwise  upright  family  He  had  a  prior  record  for 
robbery  or  something 

The  New  World  Liberation  Front  was  eventually  identified 
literally  as  consisting  of  two  or  at  the  most  three  people  part  of  that 
whole  Weatherman  era  with  the  People  s  Army  and  all  of  the  actions 
that  involved  Patty  Hearst  and  the  group  It  was  another  one  of  these 
radical  offshoots  but  it  consisted  primarily  of  a  man  and  a  woman 
probably  in  their  late  twenties  early  thirties  Later  the  man  murdered 
the  woman  his  girlfriend  somewhere  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountams  in 
a  just  ghastly  crime  in  which  he  d  carved  out  her  head  He  was  tried 
I  don  t  think  he  was  tried  and  convicted  He  may  have  been  tried  for 
murder  but  he  wasn  t  convicted  of  first  degree  premeditated  I  ve 
forgotten  exactly  what  happened  but  that  was  maybe  six  or  seven 
years  later 

But  other  than  the  indictment  and  acquittal  of  this  Jacques  Rogier  they 
never  found  out  who — 

Well  they  later  discovered  that  this  man  and  woman  were  the  New 

World  Liberation  Front 

And  that  the  bomb  had  come  from  them9 

The  bomb  had  come  from  them  Who  delivered  the  bomb  was  never 

ascertained  I  don  t  think  it  was  Jacques  Rogier 

Had  it  not  been  mailed  then9  Had  it  just  been  put  through  your  mail 

slot9 
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KOPP  It  had  been  mailed  That  was  why  the  Postal  Service  had  jurisdiction 

of  it  Yes  it  had  been  mailed 

SENEY  Wow 

KOPP  And  it  was  small  enough  to  go  through  the  mail  slot 

Anyway  the  other  aspect  of  significance  was  the  political  issue 
of  Proposition  13  which  went  on  the  ballot  in  June  of  1978  sponsored 
by  Howard  Jarvis  and  Paul  Gann 

What  was  interesting  to  me  was  that  I  had  supported  Jerry  Brown 
for  governor  I  was  one  of  his  first  supporters  and  his  only  supporter 
on  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  at  the  outset  But  after  he 
was  elected  governor  he  embarked  upon  his  own  courses  of  action 
which  didn  t  exactly  thrill  me  I  had  written  him  at  least  once  telling 
him  that  property  taxation  was  working  disadvantageous^  to  people 
who  were  retired  or  living  on  fixed  incomes  and  suggesting  that  he 
form  a  blue  ribbon  task  force  to  examine  the  property  tax  assessment 
scheme  in  California  And  of  course  he  never  took  it  seriously 

In  fact  I  think  I  talked  to  him  once  about  it  because  the  County 
Supervisors  Association  had  formed  [a  special  liaison  committee  to 
Brown  comprised  of  the  supervisors  who  had  endorsed  Brown]  -  Joe 
[Joseph  P  ]  Bort  supervisor  of  Alameda  County  was  president  of 
CSAC  the  year  Brown  was  elected  and  there  were  very  few  county 
supervisors  who  had  supported  Brown  I  was  one  of  them  Fred 
Cooper  in  Alameda  County  was  another  A  fellow  by  the  name  of 

12  Clarification  provided  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Jack  Walsh  from  San  Diego  County  was  another  So  Joe  Bort  had 
established  this  ad  hoc  committee  of  about  six  of  us  to  have  some  kind 
of  a  relationship  with  Brown  and  after  a  couple  of  years  it  had 
withered  away  But  I  think  I  d  mentioned  it  in  one  of  the  meetings 
maybe  in  1975  with  him  or  76 

Then  I  introduced  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in 
1976  or  1977,  memorializing  the  governor  to  establish  some  kind  of  a 
working  group  to  re  examine  the  system  of  property  taxation  in  local 
government  in  California  It  was  more  or  less  a  symbolic  type  of 
resolution  He  never  acted 

So  1978  on  their  second  or  third  try  [Howard]  Jarvis  and  [Paul] 
Gann  qualified  and  secured  overwhelming  approval  of  Proposition  13 
I  supported  Proposition  13  m  1978  and  I  was  almost  unique  There 
was  one  other  supervisor  Lee  Dolson  who  was  a  Republican  who 
supported  it  But  of  course  all  the  cities  and  counties  and  almost  all 
the  city  council  members  and  county  supervisors  up  and  down  the 
state  opposed  it  And  so  did  some  figures  of  state  wide  prominence 
like  then  Mayor  Peter  Wilson  of  San  Diego  and  then  assemblyman 
and  candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  governor  Ken 
Maddy  who  later  I  became  friendly  with  and  more  friendly  with  as  the 
years  went  by  in  the  State  Senate  Of  course  it  destroyed  Ken 
Maddy  s  candidacy  in  1978 
Yes  he  said  as  much 
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It  didn  t  certainly  mure  to  Pete  Wilson  s  benefit  in  that  Republican 
primary 

I  recall  that  at  least  I  was  able  to  convince  the  County 
Supervisors  Association  s  executive  committee  not  to  take  a  position 
of  opposition  I  was  also  on  the  board  of  directors  at  the  same  time  of 
the  League  of  California  Cities  representing  the  Peninsula  Division 
which  was  San  Francisco  Santa  Clara  and  San  Mateo  counties  I  had 
been  president  of  that  division  for  one  year  or  two  years  I  couldn  t 
persuade  the  board  of  the  League  of  California  Cities  to  avoid  a 
position  Tom  Bradley  was  the  mayor  of  Los  Angeles  and  he 
championed  a  position  of  opposition  a  public  position  and  I  argued 
on  the  board  of  directors  that  that  would  create  an  impetus  for  people 
to  vote  for  Proposition  13  because  people  were  not  fully  respectful  of 
their  local  elected  representatives  on  the  subject  of  property  taxation 
So  the  League  of  California  Cities  came  out  publicly  against 
Proposition  13  and  that  helped  Mr  Jarvis  and  Mr  Gann 
Let  me  ask  you  Judge  My  recollection  of  that  is  that  the  tax  rates  had 
not  changed  but  the  assessors  had  begun  to  bump  up  the  assessment 
more  to  the  market  price  and  there  was  at  that  point  just  as  we  ve 
had  recently  a  steep  rise  in  home  prices 
But  the  rates  also  changed 
Did  they9 

Sure  You  could  change  the  rate  We  had  a  big  fight  on  the  board  of 
supervisors  in  1974  Joe  Ahoto  was  mayor  Of  all  things  he  wanted 
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to  cut  the  rate  I  don  t  know  what  got  into  Joe  because  he  had  been  a 
spender  for  seven  years  but  as  he  entered  his  last  year  and  three 
months  -  we  set  the  property  tax  rate  in  October  - 1  remember  fighting 
that  through  almost  the  whole  month  and  there  were  five  of  us  who 
supported  the  cut  Barbagelata  Molinan  Pete  Tamaras  Dorothy  von 
Beroldmgen  and  me  And  Bob  Mendelsohn  and  Feinstein  led  the 
other  six  Mendelsohn  dubbed  them  The  Responsible  Six  That  was 
waged  in  the  newspapers  for  about  four  weeks 
Did  that  have  anything  to  do  with  his  gubernatorial  hopes'? 

No  Those  were  behind  him  This  was  in  the  fall  He  wanted  to  cut 
the  rate  and  it  wasn  t  cut  I  ve  forgotten  what  the  rate  was  at  the  time 
but  if  you  were  a  board  of  supervisors  you  would  move  it  up  as  you 
needed  to  to  generate  enough  money  to  pay  your  expenditures  So  the 
rate  moved  too  but  property  values  were  increasing  no  question 
As  I  recall  and  I  won  t  argue  with  you  because  I  know  you  know  this 
but  that  if  your  neighbor  sold  their  house  for  $100  000  and  you  were 
sitting  on  one  that  you  paid  $25  000  for  you  d  get  a  reassessment 
notice  in  the  bill  or  in  the  mail  for  the  assessment  all  of  a  sudden  four 
times  greater  taxation 

That  s  correct  That  was  part  of  my  argument  that  the  house  isn  t  like 
commercial  property  It  doesn  t  generate  any  mcome  It  s  unfair 
because  it  s  a  paper  event  That  house  hasn  t  generated  an  additional 
$20  000  That  new  value  of  $  1 00  000  for  a  home  that  cost  $  10  000 
hasn  t  put  $90  000  into  the  homeowner  s  pocket  It  11  only  put  money 
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in  the  homeowner  s  pocket  at  such  time  as  it  changes  ownership  either 
sold  or  the  homeowner  dies  And  I  argued  if  you  want  to  apply  a 
higher  property  tax  value  at  that  time  or  a  higher  appraised  value  and 
apply  the  property  tax  rate  at  that  time  that  makes  sense  But  to  do  it 
during  the  homeowner  s  lifetime  is  unfair  to  the  homeowner  because 
it  s  only  a  profit  increase  in  value  I  mean  it  s  only  a  paper  increase  in 
value 

There  was  widespread  understandable  hostility  to  that 

Yes  that  was  building  but  also  the  rate  could  be  changed  You  could 

move  it  up  you  could  move  it  down 

So  those  were  two  events  after  Moscone  was  mayor  and  then  it 
was  like  the  sky  was  falling  down  It  was  Chicken  Little  I  was 
bemused  I  had  a  sardonic  attitude  about  what  I  saw  happening  m  city 
hall  when  Moscone  tried  -  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  can  remember  Dan 
White  became  a  cheerleader  for  this  effort  to  deal  with  this  huge  cnsis 
and  I  liked  the  cnsis  because  what  it  meant  was  a  reduction  in 
spending  and  a  tnmming  of  that  budget  But  Moscone  of  course 
you  d  expect  George  to  do  so  To  Feinstein  the  sky  was  falling  down 
And  even  Dan  White  was  running  around  as  though  the  world  was 
about  to  end  because  of  Proposition  13  I  had  to  laugh  to  myself 
Would  his  interest  have  been  the  impact  on  perhaps  firefighters  and 
police  salanes  that  kind  of  thing? 
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KOPP  Could  have  been  Later  I  became  acquainted  with  both  Howard  Jarvis 

and  Paul  Gann  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  was  an  honorary  pallbearer  or 
maybe  I  was  an  actual  pallbearer  at  Paul  Gann  s  funeral 

Then  Jarvis  had  another  initiative  a  couple  of  years  later  dealing 
with  the  state  income  tax  which  I  opposed  We  debated  on  Bryant 
Gumbel  s  what  was  it9  NBC  Today  Show 

SENEY  Excuse  me  if  I  may  That  would  seem  odd  except  that  Jarvis  became 
sort  of  a  national  figure  through  Prop  13 

KOPP  Oh  yes  Oh  he  was  a  national  figure  I  didn  t  know  him  as  well  as  I 

knew  Paul  Gann  Paul  Gann  was  not  as  brassy  as  Jarvis 

[End  of  Tape  12  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  12  Side  B] 

KOPP  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  Paul  Gann  over  the  years  until  he  died  He  must 

have  died  about  1990  [September  1 1  1989]  But  in  1982  he  asked  me 
to  be  co  chairman  of  another  initiative  which  was  his  crime  victims 
initiative  [Victims  Bill  of  Rights]  and  I  was  co  chairman  of  that  with 
Pete  Wilson  as  a  matter  of  fact 

Poor  to  that  in  1979  he  had  an  initiative  which  I  also  supported 
although  I  wasn  t  as  active  because  I  was  running  for  mayor  But  that 
required  that  any  local  governmental  entity  -  and  also  required  the 
state  -  if  it  ran  a  surplus  two  years  in  a  row  two  fiscal  years  in  a  row 
to  rebate  money  to  taxpayers  And  the  other  part  of  it  was  requiring 
the  state  to  pay  for  any  mandate  of  service  imposed  upon  cities  or 
counties  school  districts  or  special  districts  which  were  both  good 
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provisions  in  the  law  and  that  was  known  as  the  Gann  Initiative  and 
that  passed  Jarvis  didn  t  collaborate  with  him  on  that  for  some 
reason  but  I  wasn  t  that  close  to  them  at  that  time  I  guess  I  became 
closer  to  Gann  somewhere  around  1980  or  so  because  by  82  he  d 
asked  me  to  be  co  chairman  of  that  crime  victims  initiative 
So  anyway  that  s  the  Prop  13  aspect 

SENEY  Talk  a  little  bit  if  you  will  Judge  how  Proposition  13  practically 
affected  San  Francisco  s  budget  and  what  you  had  to  cut  and  where 
and  all  that  you  had  to  deal  with  through  that 
KOPP  I  need  to  refresh  my  memory  It  resulted  in  a  real  cut  m  spending  It 

did  result  m  a  real  cut  in  spending  It  was  however  ameliorated  by 
the  fact  that  a  change  in  ownership  of  property  caused  a  reassessment 
to  the  purchase  price  of  the  property  There  was  a  substantial  amount 
of  commercial  property  changes  of  ownership  so  that  actually  San 
Francisco  s  property  tax  roll  increased  by  about  nine  or  ten  percent  m 
the  very  next  fiscal  year  So  the  effect  was  blunted  by  virtue  of  the 
increased  real  estate  volume  Homes  weren  t  changing  but 
commercial  properties  were  changing  ownership 

But  in  the  aftermath  in  the  summer  of  1978  and  going  into  the 
fall  the  budget  was  adjusted  In  June  we  had  already  indicated  that 
the  budget  had  passed  and  in  the  remaining  weeks  of  June  that  it  was 
modified,  adjusted  There  may  have  been  a  few  reductions  in  some 
departments  but  it  was  chiefly  no  increases  in  departmental  spending 
and  no  increases  in  city  employees 
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The  city  in  my  history  always  has  had  more  employees  than 
were  needed  and  that  was  a  central  theme  for  Barbagelata  and  me 
putting  a  limitation  on  the  number  of  increased  employees  There  had 
been  a  tremendous  increase  under  Joe  Alioto  Those  were  the  glory 
days  of  the  war  on  poverty  so  he  had  federal  money  being  transmitted 
to  San  Francisco  He  of  course  was  always  the  champion  of  the  city 
employee  unions  so  it  was  all  part  of  a  piece  George  Moscone  would 
have  been  the  same  way  and  was  for  the  first  couple  of  years  until 
Prop  13  So  it  was  mainly  a  limitation  and  an  end  to  more  hiring 
There  were  some  modest  reductions  but  it  wasn  t  considerable 

And  then  by  the  following  year  by  1979  the  property  tax 
assessments  had  begun  to  rise  Although  by  1979  that  increase  had 
not  been  so  substantial  as  to  solve  the  fact  that  you  had  continuing 
increase  in  expenses  by  virtue  of  some  salary  increases  Don  t  forget 
in  those  days,  and  again  today  you  had  26  000  city  employees  San 
Francisco  had  the  highest  per  capita  number  of  city  employees  per 
population  of  any  city  in  the  country  except  New  York  City  And 
New  York  City  as  we  know  had  become  insolvent  as  a  result  of  its 
imprudent  fiscal  policies 

When  I  ran  for  mayor  there  was  a  forecast  by  the  board  of 
supervisors  budget  analyst  Harvey  Rose  and  I  think  to  a  large  extent 
also  by  the  controller  that  without  further  dampening  of  spending  that 
we  d  have  a  gap  of  somewhere  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  million 
dollars  in  Fiscal  Year  1980  81,  and  I  was  running  in  the  fall  of  1979 
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In  fact  that  was  a  principal  part  of  my  platform  of  my  candidacy  for 
mayor,  that  I  would  deal  with  it  and  Femstem  wouldn  t  be  able  to  I 
had  a  number  of  recommendations  including  using  surplus  money 
from  Hetch  Hetchy  and  some  other  aspects 

Did  the  city  get  any  state  bailout  money  in  the  aftermath  of  the  passage 
of  Proposition  13? 

Yes  that  was  part  of  it  too  Thanks  for  refreshing  my  memory  The 
State  Legislature  passed  what  was  it?  AB  90  I  think  it  was  called  in 
78 

One  of  the  reasons  that  I  advanced  to  Brown  for  examining  the 
property  taxation  system  is  the  fact  that  the  state  was  piling  up  an 
enormous  surplus  which  at  that  time  was  m  the  neighborhood  of 
$5  billion  by  June  of  1978  And  that  had  occurred  m  large  part  I 
think  because  of  sales  taxation 

I  remember  once  when  Reagan  was  governor  in  July  of  1974  - 
I  d  have  to  refresh  my  memory  -  but  I  became  involved  in  trying  to 
secure  a  reversal  of  a  quarter  percent  or  half  percent  increase  in  the 
sales  tax  which  had  occurred  while  Reagan  was  governor  and  taking  a 
public  position  introducing  a  resolution  to  the  board  of  supervisors 
urging  that  veto 

But  anyway  the  state  had  $5  billion  plus  Maybe  it  was  as  much 
as  $6  billion  That  had  been  instrumental  in  Jarvis  Gann  s  campaign 
oratory  and  rhetoric  and  then  the  state  used  that  to  quote  bail  out 
cities  and  counties 
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Of  course  that  money  meant  that  there  didn  t  have  to  be  large 
cutbacks  m  the  city 
That  s  right 

Which  everyone  had  predicted  who  opposed  it 

Yes  But  it  also  -  well  that  money  was  not  inexhaustible 

Right 

I  d  have  to  refresh  my  memory  but  I  think  it  contributed  to  the 
prediction  of  the  budget  analyst  that  unless  some  decreases  in  spending 
occurred  that  the  city  would  be  confronted  with  a  gap  of  as  much  as 
$90  million  in  1980 

Well  let  s  go  back  and  talk  about  the  start  of  your  Senate  campaign 
That  occurred  m  late  January  early  February  of  1 986  I  had  been 
reelected  in  1984  m  a  very  disappointing  fashion  finishing  third  In 
May  of  1985  Id  reregistered  as  Decline  to  State  l  e  Independent 
Your  reason  for  that  was — ? 

That  was  two  fold  I  think  we  covered  it  One  the  Democratic 
County  Committee  had  censored  me  twice  inviting  me  almost 
explicitly  to  leave  the  Democratic  Party  And  number  two  I  couldn  t 
foresee  running  for  anything  except  a  nonpartisan  office  either 
running  for  mayor  again  or  running  for  some  other  nonpartisan  office 
So  it  didn  t  make  any  difference  to  me  to  be  a  Democrat  anymore  My 
national  Democrat  was  Henry  Jackson  -  Scoop  Jackson  Jerry 
Brown  disappeared  from  the  scene  although  of  course  by  the  time  he 
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finished  in  1982, 1  was  disillusioned  by  his  performance  as  governor 
There  wasn  t  anybody  else  I  really  admired 

In  1982  as  a  matter  of  fact  -  a  footnote  in  history  -Id  read 
about  John  Garamendi  who  was  a  state  senator  who  was  running 
against  Bradley  for  the  Democratic  nomination  I  dropped  him  a  note 
and  said  I  d  be  pleased  to  endorse  you  because  Bradley  had  not 
only  endorsed  Feinstem  but  come  up  and  campaigned  for  her  against 
me  in  1979  And  then  when  he  ran  for  governor  in  1982  he  wanted 
me  to  endorse  him  I  was  still  a  Democrat 
Bradley  did 

Yes  Bradley  did  I  remember  meeting  with  him  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel  because  he  had  a  fundraiser  dinner  here  Of  course  he 
complimented  me  with  a  ticket  or  maybe  two  tickets  We  had  a 
meeting  up  in  his  hotel  room,  and  Dwayne  Garrett  was  his  finance 
chairman  at  the  time  Dwayne  was  a  friend  of  mine  a  lawyer  here 
who  later  committed  suicide  But  I  said  to  him  Well  if  I  run  for 
mayor  again  in  1983  against  Feinstem  what  are  you  going  to  do9 
And  he  avowed  that  he  d  probably  endorse  Femstein  agam  I  don  t 
think  he  even  said  probably  So  that  made  it  easy  for  me  to  say 
I  m  not  endorsing  you 

Then  I  wound  up  endorsing  Garamendi  and  Garamendi  was 
excited  about  it  because  he  didn  t  have  anybody  else  with  any 
recognizable  name  to  endorse  him  He  had  a  press  conference  here 
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The  rest  of  the  John  Garamendi  story  is  available  to  anybody  who 
wants  to  know 

SENEY  What  do  you  mean  by  that  Judge? 

KOPP  Well  then  of  course  I  served  with  John  [in  the  state  senate]  and  I 

found  John  to  be  a  -  not  disappointing  because  that  s  as  a  person  Of 
course  he  was  disappointing  But  I  think  he  had  a  deleterious 
influence  on  public  policy  in  California 

He  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Revenue  and  Taxation 
Committee  at  the  time  I  was  elected  to  the  Senate  I  was  appointed  to 
that  committee  In  fact,  I  was  on  that  committee  the  whole  twelve 
years  I  was  in  the  Senate  But  he  was  chairman  until  1990  when  he 
ran  for  [California  Department  of]  Insurance  commissioner  He  gave 
the  multi  county  assessees  —  in  other  words  the  railroads  the  utilities 
whose  real  estate  is  in  various  counties  and  who  therefore  are 
assessed  by  the  California  Board  of  Equalization  -  he  gave  them  a  bill 
which  allows  them  a  trial  de  novo  in  superior  court 

Homeowners  have  the  right  to  review  the  assessment  appeals 
board  in  the  county  which  could  be  the  board  of  supervisors  m  the 
smaller  counties  In  the  larger  counties  there  s  a  separate  assessment 
appeals  board  If  the  homeowner  goes  to  superior  court  the  supenor 
court  reviews  on  the  record  that  s  made  and  reviews  to  see  whether 
there  s  been  abuse  of  discretion  by  the  assessment  appeals  board 

A  trial  de  novo  means  a  new  trial  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word 


So  you  start  from  ground  zero  And  that  s  what  the  utilities  and  the 
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railroads  have  available  to  them  that  all  other  property  owners  in 
California  don  t  have  available  And  that  was  John  Garamendi  who 
was  responsible  for  that  bill 

When  you  say  that  they  11  look  if  I  make  an  appeal  and  it  s  turned 

down  and  I  go  to  superior  court  they  11  look  for  abuse  of  discretion  Is 

that  all  they  11  look  for7 

That  s  all  they  look  for 

Not  the  substance  of  my  appeal 

No  that  s  all  they  11  look  for  Abuse  of  discretion  means  is  there 
evidence  in  the  record  to  support  their  assessment7  That  s  all  they 
look  for  The  court  does  not  reweigh  or  reevaluate  that  evidence  It 
identifies  Is  there  evidence7 

So  just  to  take  a  simple  example  If  at  the  assessment  appeals 
board  there  were  three  people  testifying  on  the  value  -  the  owner  of 
the  property  is  competent  to  testify  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  and 
maybe  the  assessor  has  a  deputy  assessor  who  testifies  and  then  the 
homeowner  calls  a  real  estate  appraiser  who  testifies  so  that  there  are 
two  witnesses  to  the  homeowner  s  value  and  only  one  witness  a 
deputy  assessor  as  to  the  assessor  s  appraisal  -  and  the  assessment 
appeals  board  adopts  the  assessor  s  appraisal  that  constitutes  evidence 
sufficient  to  justify  the  appeals  board  s  decision  In  other  words  the 
superior  court  doesn  t  reweigh  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  -  the 
owner  and  the  owner  s  appraiser  -  as  against  one  witness  the 


assessor  s  appraiser 
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I  m  never  going  to  win  am  P 

No  You  won  t  win  in  court  But  the  PG&Es  and  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  will  win  because  all  of  those  appraisers  will  testify  anew  in 
front  of  the  court  and  the  court  will  weigh  independently  the  merits  of 
the  respective  witnesses  testimony 
What  was  behind  his — ? 

Campaign  contributions  I  m  sure  That  s  John  Garamendi  And 
then  of  course  his  record  as  Insurance  commissioner  is  also  available 
He  ran  on  a  platform  of  not  accepting  any  money  from  any  part  of  the 
insurance  industry  That  s  true  But  then  after  he  was  elected  he 
began  running  for  governor  and  in  his  campaign  for  governor  he 
collected  and  solicited  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  from  the  insurance 
companies  from  the  brokers  from  the  agents  from  all  parts  of  the 
insurance  industry  So  I  know  John  Garamendi  s  record  pretty  well 
Were  there  other  examples  that  you  d  point  to  in  his  committee  service 
besides  this? 

Well  that  one  stands  out  As  Insurance  commissioner  of  course  what 
he  did  -  and  we  had  a  hearing  We  had  a  select  committee  Dan 
[Daniel  E  ]  Boatwright  of  Contra  Costa  was  the  chairman  and 
literally  he  evicted  him  from  the  committee  hearing  room  We  had  a 
hearing  called  by  me  requested  by  me  on  his  practice  of  hiring 
outside  attorneys  particularly  one  firm  which  then  would  give  him 
campaign  contributions 
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See  the  attorney  general  is  the  attorney  for  the  Department  of 
Insurance  and  the  department  has  its  own  internal  attorneys  After  he 
became  Insurance  commissioner  he  sponsored  a  bill  which  passed 
that  gave  the  Insurance  commissioner  the  power  to  hire  outside 
attorneys  for  cases  involving  collapsed  insurance  companies 
Insurance  companies  that  became  insolvent  They  call  those 
liquidations  It  took  me  two  years  to  reverse  that  bill  I  wasn  t  able  to 
do  it  until  1994  But  he  had  done  that  in  1991  and  I  knew  exactly 
what  he  was  doing  He  was  doing  it  with  a  firm  called  Omck, 
Harrington  &  Sutcliffe  They  had  a  Sacramento  office  and  he  would 
hire  them  as  the  attorney  Then  that  firm  and  its  lawyers  would  make 
contributions  to  him  So  it  s  a  form  of  a  kickback  scheme  No  that  s 
John  Garamendi 

That  s  enough  on  John 

It  s  interesting  I  appreciate  that  Few  people  will  grasp  those  kind  of 
details  and  understand  the  implications  of  them  I  take  it  you  have 
more  examples 

Yes  if  you  want  to  go  down  the  list 
Well  give  us  a  couple  more 
Oh  of  other  people? 

Sure 

Well  a  good  one  is  Attorney  General  [Bill]  Lockyer  He  held  up  bills 
sponsored  by  then  Attorney  General  Dan  Lungren  when  he  was 
president  pro  tern  of  the  Senate  bills  that  were  introduced  by  Tom 
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Hayden  and  I  think  Byron  Sher  introduced  a  bill  -  maybe  not  I  know 
I  did  -  to  curtail  the  ability  of  the  Indians  the  Native  Americans  to 
open  these  casinos  to  run  these  casinos  He  stopped  the  bills  He  did 
it  using  as  an  artifice  that  he  was  havmg  a  study  made  of  the  effect  of 
gambling  on  California  It  was  a  superficial  $35  000  study  It  took 
months  So  he  stopped  all  the  legislation  that  year  And  the  report 
came  out  I  don  t  know  by  that  time  it  was  1997  or  1998  But  in  any 
event,  when  he  ran  he  collected  money  gladly  and  profusely  from  the 
Indian  tribes  around  the  state 

Well  of  course  so  did  David  Stirling  who  was  Dan  Lungren  s 
chief  deputy  Dan  Lungren  was  sincerely  dedicated  to  stoppmg  the 
proliferation  of  gambling  in  California  casino  gambling 

Oh  there  were  others  There  were  a  whole  host  of  others  on  the 
gambling  I  mean  the  gamblmg  is  pervasive  now  I  think  it  s 
insidious  and  it  is  another  element  eating  the  warp  of  decision  making 
in  Sacramento 

But  there  were  other  people  I  could  think  of  I  could  go  down  a 
list  So  I  say  Garamendi  was  no  better  -  maybe  in  some  ways  worse  - 
but  no  better  or  no  worse  than  others  But,  of  course  John  always 
projected  this  image  like  he  was  the  second  coming  of  John  F 
Kennedy  And  that  s  what  I  think  Patti  and  he  modeled  themselves 
after  JohnF  Kennedy  and  Jackie  Kennedy 

But  anyway  let  him  be  let  him  be  He  s  trying  to  resume  his 
career  running  for  Insurance  commissioner  again  [m  2002] 
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Right  Well  let  s  go  back  to  the  campaign  your  first  senatorial 
campaign 

So  what  happened  was  I  didn  t  know  what  I  would  do  I  didn  t  have  to 
make  a  decision  about  running  for  the  board  of  supervisors  again  I 
kind  of  thought  that  I  would  not  run  again  and  that  I  would  simply 
wind  up  in  1988  and  then  just  practice  law  one  hundred  percent  That 
was  my  thinking 

In  January  of  1986  I  tried  a  major  case  for  me  A  jury  trial  It 
was  about  a  ten  day  trial  I  think  Or  not  quite  ten  days  It  was  a 
substantial  trial  for  a  friend  of  mine  and  client  Dan  Geller  It  was 
basically  kind  of  a  real  estate  deception  case  But  one  of  the 
defendants  was  a  law  school  classmate  of  mine  -  Phil  Angel  That  s 
really  not  material  but  I  had  to  take  Phil  s  deposition  and  had  to  cross 
examine  him  We  d  never  been  particularly  friendly  m  law  school  In 
fact  he  lived  over  on  the  other  side  of  the  over  He  lived  in  a  Harvard 
Business  School  dorm  I  think  most  of  the  three  years  But  his  father 
had  been  a  major  lawyer  in  downtown  San  Francisco  As  a  matter  of 
fact  I  think  a  participating  Democratic  Party  adherent  to — 

Wasn  t  Mr  Geller  also  prominent  politically*? 

No  So  I  had  argued  the  case  to  the  jury  that  day  and  I  can  t 
remember  what  day  of  the  week  it  was  I  think  it  was  toward  the  end 
of  the  week,  maybe  a  Thursday  The  courtrooms  in  those  days  were 
on  the  fourth  floor  -  there  were  some  on  the  third  floor  also  -  at  city 
hall  I  was  trying  that  case  in  front  of  Bob  Dossee  who  was  then  a 
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superior  court  judge  and  later  a  court  of  appeal  judge  As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  s  a  neighbor  of  mine  and  lives  right  around  the  comer 

I  had  finished  the  argument  to  the  jury  and  the  jury  had  gone  out 
to  deliberate  So  then  as  was  my  custom  whenever  I  tried  a  case  in 
city  hall  I  d  go  down  to  my  board  of  supervisors  office  and  wait  for 
the  jury  to  come  in  with  a  verdict  While  I  was  waiting  a  telephone 
call  came  from  Larry  Liebert  who  was  then  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  political  writer  and  he  said  to  me  John  Foran  who  was 
the  state  senator  just  announced  that  he  s  not  running  for  reelection 
And  this  was  about  February  1st  Are  you  going  to  run9  And  I  said 
I  never  thought  of  it  I  said,  I  don  t  know  Then  of  course  I  put 
on  my  politician  s  wily  ways  and  said  But  1 11  have  to  think  about  it 
1 11  probably  be  interested  [Laughter  ]  I  put  down  the  phone  and 
called  I  ve  forgotten  who — 

You  didn  t  want  to  rule  it  out 

No  I  called  two  or  three  people  and  said  Foran  s  resigning  but  I  m 
an  Independent  Should  I  run?  How  do  I  run9  What  do  you  have  to 
do  to  be  on  the  ballot9  And  people  started  talking  about  it  people 
who  were  then  part  of  my  cadre  Clmt  Reilly  Jeremiah  Hallisey  and 
Jack  Davis  who  had  run  that  1984  campaign  for  me  I  ve  forgotten 
who  else  I  called 

Then  I  get  a  call  from  the  clerk  of  Judge  Dosey  s  courtroom 
The  jury  has  a  verdict  I  go  upstairs  and  it  was  a  tremendous  verdict  I 
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think  it  was  about  $450  000  which  was  every  penny  I  think  we 
sought  So  it  was  a  tremendous  verdict  Really  satisfying 

So  that  was  behind  me  Then  I  suppose  m  the  next  day  or  two  I 
announced  to  the  press  I  was  a  candidate 

SENEY  Let  me  ask  Judge  if  that  decision  that  verdict  would  have  meant  a 
fair  fee  for  you  as  well? 

KOPP  Probably 

SENEY  Would  that  leave  you  feeling  like  you  were  fairly  solvent  for  the 
moment  and  you  could  look  at  other  things? 

KOPP  Yes  Probably  somewhere  around  $140  000  or  $150  000  I  m  pretty 

sure  I  had  it  on  a  contingency  fee  Either  a  third  or  maybe  as  much  as 
forty  percent  But  generally  my  contingency  fees  were  always  a  third 
even  if  I  had  to  try  the  case  rather  than  getting  it  settled 

So  over  the  next  couple  of  days  I  started  calling  people  of 
course  And  the  district  included  Daly  City  South  San  Francisco 
which  I  call  South  City  Pacifica  Brisbane  Colma  are  small  San 
Bruno  Millbrae  Burlingame  and  just  a  little  sliver  of  San  Mateo  It 
also  included  Hillsborough 

Now  I  knew  a  fair  amount  of  city  council  members  and  I  knew 
supervisors  in  San  Mateo  County  but  what  had  occurred  was  this 
The  previous  December  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Jim  Gonzalez  who 
worked  in  Feinstein  s  Office  of  the  Mayor,  had  declared  himself  a 
candidate  against  Foran  in  the  primary  The  primary  being  June  of 
1986 
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What  I  think  happened  is  that  Foran  waited  to  make  his 
announcement  that  he  wasn  t  running  I  ve  never  asked  John  about 
this  1 11  have  to  ask  him  just  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  But  it  was 
suspected  by  my  cadre  that  he  waited  until  it  was  too  late  for  me  to 
reregister  as  a  Democrat  to  run  because  the  district  was  sixty  three  or 
sixty  four  percent  Democratic 

SENEY  So  maybe  there  had  been  rumors  that  you  might  run  or  people  looking 
around  you4? 

KOPP  People  would  just  naturally  think  Well  Kopp  lives  in  this  district  he 

might  run  And  what  was  intended  was  that  Lou  [Louis  J  ]  Papan 
who  had  been  m  the  Assembly  since  1972  would  be  the  successor  to 
Foran 

Papan  and  I  had  been  close  through  the  years  We  had  a  lot  m 
common  We  re  the  same  age  He  went  to  Syracuse  University  He 
was  bom  in  Springfield  Massachusetts  He  supported  me  when  I  ran 
for  mayor  I  supported  him  running  for  the  Assembly  although  after 
his  first  campaign  in  1972  he  didn  t  have  much  difficulty  being 
elected 

So  that  was  what  was  suspected  that  John  delayed  the 
announcement 

Another  version  was  that  John  just  didn  t  want  to  even  have  to 


devote  time  to  a  primary  campaign  against  Jim  Gonzalez  who  was 
really  a  nobody  but  who  would  make  him  campaign  A  young  fellow 
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probably  thirty  five  at  the  time  That  s  another  theory  that  people 
have 

But  in  any  event  Papan  had  already  gotten  a  head  start  He  had 
gotten  endorsements  from  I  don  t  know  forty  or  fifty  council 
members  Maybe  not  that  many  but  probably  forty  So  I  was  just 
going  down  a  list  and  calling  people  They  d  already  endorsed  Papan 
I  got  a  couple  m  Millbrae  and  I  got  some  in  Hillsborough  which  I 
earned  three  to  one  and  I  got  a  couple  in  Burlingame  But  it  was 
difficult 

In  the  meantime  after  about  four  or  five  days  I  got  cold  feet  and 
I  said  What  the  heck7  Gee  whiz  what  am  I  putting  myself  through 
this  for7  Like  buyer  s  remorse  I  had  that  back  in  82  with  the  Board 
of  Equalization  There  was  one  person  who  was  steady  -  Sandy 
[Sanford]  Weiner  I  d  become  friendly  with  Sandy  over  the  years 
SENEY  Judge  let  me  change  this 

[End  of  Tape  12  Side  B] 

[Begin  Tape  13  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  Sanford  Werner  had  been  in  1964  one  of  George  [L  ]  Murphy  s 

campaign  managers  in  Murphy  s  victory  over  Pierre  Salinger  That  s 
when  I  met  Sandy  Weiner  Sandy  also  had  engineered  Femstein  s 
smashing  victory  in  1969  when  she  was  the  leading  vote  getter  as  a 
rookie  candidate  for  supervisor  He  had  also  engineered  and  been 
instrumental  in  Pete  McCloskey  s  campaign  -  Pete  was  a  friend  of 
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mine  from  my  Junior  Bar  Association  days  -  in  defeating  Shirley 
Temple  Black  for  Congress 

SENEY  And  that  congressional  district  would  have  covered  part  of  Papan  s 
district  I  mean  I  should  say  Foran  s  district 
KOPP  Yes  And  Pete  endorsed  me  That  s  a  story  that  needs  to  be  told,  too 

but  for  a  different  reason  -  the  things  you  do  in  politics 

But  I  had  this  buyer  s  remorse  and  Sandy  was  a  part  of  the 
cadre  I  don  t  know  how  but  I  d  become  friendly  with  Sandy  And 
there  were  other  people  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Richard  Schlackman 
who  has  since  been  running  Democratic  congressional  campaigns  In 
fact  he  s  almost  retired  now  But  that  was  fifteen  years  ago  and  Rich 
was  at  the  top  of  his  game 

So  I  called  Sandy  and  said  Sandy  I  m  not  so  sure  I  want  to  do 
this  It  must  have  been  a  week  later  because  it  was  on  a  Saturday  I 
remember  we  met  at  Perry  s  on  Union  Street  to  have  breakfast  In 
effect  I  talked  it  out  with  him  and  he  said  Well  look  And  I  can  t 
remember  whether  we  took  a  poll  I  think  we  did  have  a  poll  Or  he 
said  We  11  take  a  poll  - 1  had  some  money  in  my  board  of 
supervisors  account  and  you  could  just  transfer  it  into  another 
account  -  and  just  satisfy  yourself 

Well  he  settled  me  down  We  took  a  poll  The  poll  showed  that 


I  had  seventy  five  percent  name  recognition  in  San  Mateo  County 
compared  to  Papan  s  fifty  I  had  about  ninety  five  here  I  ve  forgotten 
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what  Papan  s  name  recognition  was  in  the  San  Francisco  part  of  the 
district 

So  anyway  I  forged  ahead 

May  P  You  ve  always  done  really  well  with  the  press  and  are  able  to 
be  in  the  press  in  both  TV  and  newspapers  The  television  stations 
would  extend  that  far  and  I  suspect  that  the  Chronicle  and  the 
Examiner  would  be  regularly  subscribed  to  by  people  in  almost  all  of 
that  Don  t  you  think9 

Yes  And  also  by  that  time  I  had  been  on  radio  for  four  years  I  had 
my  talk  show  from  1982 

So  then  we  set  about  figuring  how  to  do  this  The  law  was  and  is 
interesting  m  two  ways  One  if  you  are  Decline  to  State  and  you 
qualify  for  the  ballot  the  designation  under  the  Elections  Code  is 
Independent  which  is  far  better  than  the  words  Decline  to  State 
The  second  aspect  that  was  interesting  was  that  you  qualified  by 
signatures  of  registered  voters  in  a  number  that  equaled  three  percent 
of  the  people  who  had  voted  at  the  last  gubernatorial  election  which 
was  1982  And  that  came  out  to  about  10  000  It  may  have  been  a 
little  less  than  10  000  signatures  Well  of  course  I  had  had  two 
initiative  efforts  which  we  had  gathered  signatures  All  volunteer  We 
never  paid  anybody  in  those  days 

So  we  set  about  doing  that  but  the  law  gave  you  from  Apnl  say 
12th  to  June  12th  to  do  so  So  that  s  sixty  days  But  it  also  gave  you 
in  effect  another  thirty  days  because  those  signatures  could  also  be 
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used  in  lieu  of  paying  a  filing  fee  I  think  the  period  of  time  of 
collecting  what  are  called  in  lieu  signatures  was  June  12th  or 
something  to  July  12th  So  the  law  gave  you,  in  effect,  ninety  days 
not  sixty  days  which  was  beneficial  and  we  set  out  doing  that  We 
investigated  some  other  aspects  too 

Here  s  what  was  important  The  Republican  leader  of  the  Senate 
then  was  Jim  [James  W  ]  Nielsen  who  came  from  Yolo  County  He 
had  Yolo  and  Sutter  and  Yuba  He  had  Shasta  County  and  Tehama 
That  district  The  Democratic  leader  was  David  Roberti  of  Los 
Angeles  The  Republicans  were  bent  on  narrowing  the  margin,  and 
they  had  visions  of  obtaining  a  majority  in  the  Senate  I  can  t 
remember  now  the  exact  division  at  the  time  but  I  think  it  was 
something  like  twenty  four  to  sixteen  But  they  had  three  seats  they 
thought  they  could  win  They  thought  they  could  win  Barry  [D  ] 
Keene  s  seat  and  they  ran  a  Solano  County  supervisor  -  Richard 
Brann  -  against  him  They  thought  they  could  defeat  Papan  in  this 
district  And  they  had  a  third  somewhere  else  in  the  state  So  that  if 
they  could  collect  that  they  d  get  up  to  nineteen  and  then  two  years 
hence  they  could  get  themselves  twenty  one  or  twenty 
SENEY  You  mentioned  Foran  s  district  was  sixty  three  percent  Democratic 
but  they  still  thought  they  could  defeat  Papan  Was  that  because  of 
Papan  s  reputation  as  a  kind  of  strong  arm  man  in  the  Assembly's 
They  thought  that  I  could  defeat  Papan  Therefore  they  wanted  to 
support  me  in  return  for  supporting  Jim  Nielsen  for  the  pro  tern  if  they 
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got  to  that  number  where  my  vote  [was  needed]  Let  s  say  it  was 
twenty  Republicans  nineteen  Democrats  I  d  be  the  twenty  first  vote 
for  Jim  Nielsen  Or  if  it  were  even  twenty  Democrats  nineteen 
Republicans  I  might  be  the  twentieth  vote  which  of  course  meant 
that  Leo  McCarthy  would  decide  it  I  ve  forgotten  how  that  worked 
but  if  it  got  that  close  And  it  wasn  t  expected  it  would  be  that  close  in 
1986  but  Jim  Nielsen  expected  that  it  would  be  at  that  point  in  1988 
I  ve  forgotten  how  it  happened  but  almost  immediately  Jim  Nielsen 
got  in  touch  with  me  I  can  t  remember  but  I  think  he  did  it  on  his 
own 

Bob  [Robert  W  ]  Naylor  was  the  assemblyman  from  the  lower 
part  of  San  Mateo  and  he  was  running  for  the  Republican  nomination 
for  U  S  Senate  Bob  and  I  had  been  friends  for  a  long  period  of  time 
In  fact  Bob  had  been  a  partner  in  the  late  70s  at  Pillsbury  Madison  & 
Sutro  before  he  ran  for  the  Assembly  and  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
Bob  may  have  had  a  part  also  m  that  Although  maybe  it  was  just  that 
Bob  endorsed  me 

But  anyway  that  was  the  idea  that  I  would  have  the  support  of 
the  Republicans  The  Republicans  were  then  maybe  twenty  four 
percent  or  twenty  five  percent  (in  the  district)  so  there  were  about 
eleven  percent  Independents  and  the  small  parties 

We  tinkered  with  other  ideas  We  tinkered  with  the  idea  of 
running  for  the  Republican  nomination  The  thought  would  be  that  I  d 
be  on  the  ballot  in  November  as  the  Republican  candidate  as  an 
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Independent  but  we  found  that  if  I  captured  the  Republican 
nomination  that  would  be  my  designation  It  wouldn  t  be 
Independent 

SENEY  And  you  didn  t  want  that 

KOPP  We  didn  t  want  that  no  And  Papan  foresaw  that  and  he  had  Johan 

Klehs  get  an  opinion  from  Legislative  Counsel  of  California  to  that 
effect  and  he  had  it  published  So  that  wasn  t  available  to  us 

In  any  event  I  went  out  and  just  worked  at  it  up  everyday  at  5  or 
5  30  [a  m  ]  then  Saturdays  and  Sundays  I  had  a  whole  cadre  of 
people  who  had  been  loyal  supporters  of  mine  who  were  out  there  with 
the  clipboards  getting  the  signatures  We  collected  about  18  000  or 
19  000  signatures 

Now  what  was  an  advantage  to  me  was  I  didn  t  have  to  spend 
money  in  a  primary  And  secondly  unlike  the  names  on  initiative 
petitions  the  names  on  a  candidacy  of  an  Independent  can  be  xeroxed 
copied  Those  petitions  can  be  Xeroxed  So  you  have  a  built  in  list  of 
18  000  or  19  000  people  for  mailers  and  the  like 

It  also  means  of  course  that  your  opponent  can  do  the  same 
thing  Papan  s  campaign  manager  was  this  despicable  fellow  Richie 
Ross  and  he  did  that  There  was  some  -Id  have  to  refresh  my 
memory  on  this  He  either  was  trying  to  - 1  know  what  it  was  that 
upset  us  I  think  it  was  something  as  simple  as  a  mailer  from  Papan, 
which  Richie  Ross  had  devised  obviously  -  two  people  on  that  list  - 
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and  somehow  we  thought  that  was  unfair  I  don  t  think  it  was  trying  to 
intimidate  the  people  but  it  was  something  like  that  that  he  sent  out 
Well  there  was  a  mailer  he  sent  out  I  m  trying  to  remember  I  think  I 
have  it  here 

Well  there  s  a  famous  mailer  that  1 11  get  to  I  know  the  one  you  re 
talking  about  This  was  before  Richie  Ross  had  got  copies  of  those 
people  who  signed  the  petitions  too  and  we  didn  t  like  that 
Let  me  ask  you  if  I  can  about  this  signing  the  petitions  I  mean  you 
need  10  000  signors  as  I  suppose  a  normal  margin  of  error  number 
would  be  what  twelve  five*? 

Yes 

But  you  go  beyond  that  I  assume  because  you  think  the  people  who 
are  going  to  sign  it  are  going  to  vote  for  you 
Yes  So  we  got  as  many  as  we  could  You  could  stop  on  June  12th 
and  turn  them  in  then  but  you  could  keep  collecting  The  idea  being  if 
you  didn  t  have  enough  by  June  12th  those  that  you  collected  from 
June  12th  to  July  12th  could  be  added  to  qualify  But  we  just  kept 
collecting  them  almost  literally  to  the  last  couple  of  days  when  we 
said  We  ve  got  18  000  or  19  000  That  s  enough  to  do 

So  we  started  out  and  we  did  that  and  then  I  had  to  go  to 
Sacramento  because  you  raise  money  from  the  lobbyists  the  third 
house  And  that  was  of  course  difficult  and  frustrating  because  Papan 
was  the  enforcer  He  was  Willie  Brown  s  enforcer  as  chairman  of  the 
Rules  Committee  Lou  and  I  are  on  good  terms  today 
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So  I  hired  a  fundraiser  who  had  been  a  Republican  or  was  a 
Republican  fundraiser  Lynn  Bryan  and  I  would  drive  to  Sacramento 
I  must  have  gone  up  there  four  times  She  d  have  appointments  for  me 
with  these  vanous  lobbyists  but  it  was  difficult  They  were  cowed  by 
Papan 

Now  there  were  some  a  few  who  were  not  who  were  eagerly 
waiting  for  somebody  who  could  defeat  him  The  Western  Growers 
Association  for  example  He  had  treated  them  so  rudely  that  they 
couldn  t  wait 

A  man  now  dead  - 1  ve  forgotten  his  name  -  his  last  name  was 
Jones  I  think  his  first  name  was  Jack  with  Dow  Chemical  Lou 
actually  called  Dow  Chemical  He  thought  it  was  in  Midland 
Michigan  the  headquarters  Of  course  the  corporate  headquarters  are 
in  Delaware  He  asked  Jack  Jones  what  the  number  was  in  Midland 
Michigan  [Laughter  ]  But  he  got  a  hold  of  the  corporate  headquarters 
in  Delaware  and  he  threatened  them  if  Jack  Jones  gave  me  a 
contribution  which  Jack  Jones  did  either  $500  or  $1  000 

What  were  some  of  the  others9  Bob  [Robert  C  ]  Cline  who  had 
been  in  the  Assembly  in  the  70s  a  Republican  bom  in  San  Francisco 
brought  up  here  but  he  wound  upinLA  and  then  he  became  a 
lobbyist  -  he  contributed  [So  did  the  Western  Growers 
Association  ]13 


13  Clarification  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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I  don  t  want  to  short  anybody  who  did  but  there  were  a  few  who 
stood  out  because  they  wanted  to  get  nd  of  Lou  and  they  didn  t  want 
the  specter  of  him  Oh  he  was  such  a  fearsome  figure  Jim  Nielsen 
gave  me  $160  000  out  of  his  war  chest  which  represented  the 
collective  contributions  of  Republican  senators 

There  were  two  people  running  for  the  Republican  nomination 
Well  one  was  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Russell  Gray  who  Jim  Nielsen 
had  embraced  because  the  plan  was  that  he  would  then  endorse  me  in 
the  runoff  - 1  mean  in  the  general  election 
SENEY  So  they  weren  t  serious  about  him  winning 
KOPP  Right  They  re  not  serious  about  him  at  all  and  they  would  then 

reward  him  with  some  job 

But  that  plan  was  diverted  by  the  fact  that  someone  else  filed  m 
the  primary  In  fact  I  think  it  was  a  character  from  San  Francisco  - 
Terry  Faulkner  -  who  filed  No  no  I  know  who  it  was  It  was  a 
fellow  from  San  Mateo  County  - 1  ve  forgotten  which  city  it  must 
have  been  Burlingame  -  by  the  name  of  Sylvestn  Robert  Sylvestn 
And  if  Sylvestn  had  won  the  Republican  pnmary  the  plan  would  have 
been  discarded  because  Sylvestn  was  not  controllable  or  he  certainly 
wasn  t  part  of  the  understanding  And  that  was  a  concern  to  the 
pnmary  race  Even  though  neither  of  them  secured  many  votes  it  was 
nip  and  tuck  for  a  while  because  Sylvestn  had  name  recognition 


I  know  what  occurred  Bob  Naylor  endorsed  Russell  Gray  - 
that  s  what  occurred  -  in  the  Republican  pnmary  and  I  think  that  was 
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instrumental  because  Bob  Naylor  had  been  state  Republican  Party 
chairman  and  he  d  been  the  Republican  minority  leader  in  the 
Assembly  Bob  detested  Papan  Papan  had  made  his  life  miserable 
And  Bob  s  a  genteel  fellow  one  of  the  most  genteel  I  ve  met  in 
politics  He  s  now  of  course  become  a  very  successful  and  wealthy 
lobbyist  He  s  good 

Well  how  did  it  all  work  out  in  June?  It  worked  out  well  in  June 
because  Russell  Gray  prevailed  He  won  by  maybe  a  thousand  or  two 
thousand  votes 

So  that  part  of  it  was  m  place  but  what  wasn  t  m  place  was 
raising  money  Jeremiah  Hallisey  was  primarily  responsible  for 
raising  money  One  point  one  part  sticks  out  with  me  We  decided 
he  and  I  and  I  think  Sandy  Weiner  that  we  needed  an  mstant  and 
large  transfusion  of  cash  and  that  I  would  go  to  the  so  called  fat  cats 
that  were  supporting  me  namely  Mel  Swig  and  Walter  Shorenstein 
And  Lyman  Gee  was  not  a  fat  cat  in  that  sense  but  Lyman  was  a 
building  owner/developer  We  thought  that  he  would  participate 
SENEY  Did  Shorenstein  come  through  for  you? 

KOPP  Yes  And  Harold  Dobbs 

SENEY  Because  he  s  a  Democratic  fundraiser 

KOPP  Yes  Shorenstem  had  adopted  me  when  Moscone  got  elected  because 

Moscone  was  a  threat  to  his  ideas  about  development  He  also 
detested  Feinstein  Shorenstem  always  detested  her  He  had  to  deal 
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with  her  because  she  was  mayor  Today  he  probably  would  deny  it 
since  she  s  the  powerful  U  S  senator 

But  the  fourth  person  was  Harold  Dobbs  I  ve  known  Harold 
since  he  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  and  more  intimately  I 
suppose  from  1971  on  Harold  embraced  my  candidacy 

So  the  idea  was  to  ask  each  of  them  for  $25  000  It  would  give 
us  $100  000  I  did  ask  Mel  Swig  and  he  did  He  s  a  Democrat  or  he 
was  I  did  with  Walter  Shorenstein  and  he  did  but  he  treated  it  as  a 
loan  [Laughter  ]  I  did  with  Lyman  Gee  and  Lyman  who  probably 
couldn  t  afford  it  gave  me  $25  000  Halhsey  then  called  Harold 
Dobbs  Halhsey  may  have  called  Mel  Swig  and  Walter  Shorenstein 
and  Lyman  Gee  Lyman  Gee  s  office  was  down  the  hall  from  Jerry  at 
the  time  We  used  to  laugh  about  this  He  made  the  request  to  Harold 
Dobbs  and  Harold  said  that  he  didn  t  like  his  approach  [Laughter  ] 
And  that  became  a  line  that  Halhsey  and  I  would  utter  to  each  other 
when  something  we  wanted  didn  t  occur  I  d  say  Jerry  he  didn  t 
like  your  approach  [Laughter  ]  And  as  I  say  to  Walter  I  think 
eventually  I  returned  about  $  1 7  000  or  so  But  Walter  wanted  the 
money  back  or  he  wanted  most  of  it  back 

But  I  kept  plugging  along  and  what  do  I  remember  about  the 
campaign‘d  Well  I  remember  that  of  course  I  was  endorsed  by 
people  who  surprised  me  Some  liberals  on  the  board  of  supervisors  I 
think  Nancy  Walker  may  have  endorsed  me  If  she  didn  t  she  came 
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close  to  She  didn  t  endorse  Papan  I  had  built  up  some  goodwill  with 
supervisors  who  disagreed  with  me  politically 

Papan  raised  and  spent  $1  600  000  I  spent  $800  000  I  raised 
about  $640  000  So  I  was  $160  000  m  the  hole  That  was  a  deficit  I 
had  never  experienced  such  a  deficit  in  my  whole  political  career  The 
first  time  I  ran  I  had  a  deficit  of  $2  500  which  was  made  up  by  a  $25 
a  person  party  Jim  Kenney  had  up  on  Lansdale  Avenue  Jim  Kenney 
lived  next  door  to  George  Moscone  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  think  it  was 
80  Lansdale  Avenue  When  I  ran  for  mayor  I  think  I  had  a  deficit  of 
only  $25  000  But  I  now  had  a  deficit  of  $  1 60  000 

SENEY  One  of  the  newspaper  articles  the  Chronicle  reports  very  closely  in 
on  the  30th  of  October  that  you  got  an  infusion  of  a  little  more  than 
$75  000  from  the  Republicans  Does  that  sound  right? 

KOPP  That  was  part  of  the  $  160  000  We  met  from  time  to  time  with  Jim 

and  his  chief  of  staff  Gosh  I  can  t  remember  J  B  s  last  name  now 
[Branham]  but  he  was  good  Jack  Davis  was  the  nommal  campaign 
manager  but  he  fell  apart  mentally  along  about  July  It  was  difficult 
for  him  to  function  His  physical  appearance  was  temble  We  had 
hired  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Jon  Rubin  who  was  really  a  Moscone 
man,  who  married  Diane  Kefauver  [U  S  Senator  Cary]  Estes 
Kefauver  -  one  of  his  daughters  I  hadn  t  known  Jon  but  Jon  was  the 
day  to  day  person  in  our  little  headquarters  at  234  Taraval  Street  It 
was  probably  as  small  a  headquarters  as  I  ve  ever  had  but  that  s  all  we 
could  get  We  wanted  to  keep  it  here  in  the  neighborhood  When 
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Davis  fell  apart  what  to  do?  Well  again  I  had  to  rely  on  Sandy 
Weiner 

We  by  that  time  had  a  committee  This  campaign  was  run  by  a 
committee  which  isn  t  often  done  Harvey  Hukan  who  was  a 
Republican  campaign  consultant  who  I  d  known  since  1971  when  he 
was  just  out  of  Stanford  Richard  Schlackman  who  I  mentioned 
Harvey  Hukan  is  the  Republican  congressional  campaign  counterpart 
to  Schlackman  They  each  run  campaigns  Sandy  Weiner  who  was  at 
the  apex  Jerry  Halhsey  Davis  And  Peter  Finnegan  Peter  Finnegan 
goes  back  to  the  1971  board  of  supervisors  campaign  We  became 
friends  after  that  In  1979  he  devoted  gosh  three  months  to  my 
campaign  dnving  me  all  day  or  at  night  particularly 

Jon  Rubin  would  sit  in  We  would  meet  every  Saturday  morning 
[at  the]  Hyatt  Regency  or  someplace  Hyatt  Regency  would  give  us 
breakfast  Peter  Goldman  was  the  general  manager  of  the  hotel  and 
that  was  his  campaign  contribution  He  d  give  us  a  room  and 
breakfast  That  s  how  we  ran  it 

Davis  got  involved  running  the  campaign  of  a  candidate  for 
sheriff  in  Sacramento  County  -  Glenn  Craig  But  the  person  day  by 
day  was  Jon  Rubin  and  the  strategy  of  wnting  the  flyers  was  Rich 
Schlackman  and  Davis  Davis  wrote  the  last  piece  And  Sandy 
Weiner  took  care  of  the  radio  ads  and  the  television  ads  Gee  he  was 
good  at  that  He  was  brilliant  We  had  three  television  ads  We  had 
about  three  or  four  radio  ads  We  had  some  classic  television  ads 
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In  the  meantime  my  son  Shepard  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
the  first  or  second  week  of  June  We  went  back  for  graduation  of 
course  and  then  he  came  home  and  he  went  to  work  full  time  on  the 
campaign  He  was  in  charge  of  the  house  signs  and  he  did  a  good  job 
on  that 

Did  he  inherit  dad  s  political  instincts  and  skill  do  you  think? 

No  No  He  s  not  interested  I  mean  he  s  interested  in  politics  but 
never  as  a  candidate 

So  he  took  care  of  that  And  we  had  Cheryl  Aronson  who  has 
been  my  right  arm  since  1979  She  took  care  of  all  the  lists  and  the 
like  My  sister  Vivian  as  she  d  done  in  every  campaign  came  up 
from  Los  Angeles  and  spent  about  a  month  running  the  volunteers  the 
telephone  campaign 

Papan  would  not  debate  me  We  wanted  to  engage  Papan  in 
debates  because  Lou  is  not  a  good  debater  He  told  Dan  Walters  that 
he  refused  to  copulate  [Laughter  ]  Dan  thought  that  was  his  best 
line  ever  in  politics  and  it  is  a  good  line  And  then  Jack  Davis  had  this 
idea  of  dressing  someone  up  as  a  chicken  walking  back  and  forth  in 
front  of  Papan  s  headquarters  In  fact  Jack  himself  dressed  in  the 
chicken  I  think  the  first  time  and  then  someone  else  would  do  it 
Get  some  good  coverage  for  that? 

It  garnered  publicity  over  that  Of  course  Papan  had  almost  all  the 
Democratic  hierarchy  Willie  Brown  and  Feinstein  and  David  Roberti 
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David  Roberti  was  interesting  We  met  with  David  Roberti 
Roberti  was  afraid  of  Papan  coming  over  to  the  Senate  because 
Roberti  was  afraid  of  Dan  [Daniel  E  ]  Boatwright  making  a  run  at  the 
presidency  pro  tern  [and  Papan  and  Dan  were  close  ] 14  And  so 
Roberti  had  mixed  feelings  about  Papan  We  met  with  Roberti  and  his 
chief  of  staff  Cliff  Berg  We  met  with  them  over  m  Oakland  I  think 
at  the  Hyatt  over  there  We  had  either  one  or  two  meetings  with  him 
but  I  remember  one 

SENEY  Was  this  pretty  discreet7 

KOPP  Yes  WithHalhsey  Jack  Davis  me  Cliff  Berg  and  Roberti  And 

Roberti  assured  us  that  he  would  endorse  Papan  but  he  would 
contribute  no  money  to  him  and  not  help  him  in  any  other  way  I 
remember  Davis  asking  him  a  verification  question  at  least  once 
maybe  twice  after  he  made  this  assurance  And  I  remember  kicking 
Davis  under  the  table  saying  m  effect  What  are  you  bugging  this 
fellow  for7  He  s  already  assured  you  that  he  won  t  help  Papan  at  all 
He  11  give  him  a  pro  forma  endorsement  Of  course  that  was  often 
my  Achilles  heel  in  politics  that  I  was  naive  and  trusting  -  just  like 
Femstein  saying  she  d  endorse  me  -  because  eventually  Roberti 
wound  up  giving  Papan  about  S3 60  000 

SENEY  He  must  have  been  under  a  great  pressure 

KOPP  Well  he  was  under  compulsion  He  was  under  compulson  from  Henry 

Mello — 

14  Clarification  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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[End  of  Tape  13  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  13  Side  B] 

KOPP  Mello  was  the  majority  leader  Wait  he  wasn  t  the  majority  he  was 

the  caucus  leader  Barry  Keene  was  the  majority  leader  but  Barry 
Keene  was  busy  with  his  own  race  because  Jim  Nielsen  thought  he 
could  defeat  Barry  Keene  with  Richard  Brann  from  Solano  County 
Henry  Mello  was  kind  of  an  enforcer  type  guy  too  He  s  got  a 
different  personality  and  outward  appearance  than  Papan  Papan  is 
gruff  Henry  is  not  gruff  but  he  is  very  competitive  and  very  hard 
nosed  He  was  pressing  Roberti  and  then  Boatwright  probably  was  to 
some  extent  Roberti  also  had  to  worry  about  Garamendi  Garamendi 
had  made  a  run  at  Roberti  and  had  nominated  himself  so  the  story 
goes  to  succeed  Roberti  in  a  caucus  and  nobody  had  seconded  it 
Nobody  saluted  it  [Laughter  ] 

SENEY  Oh  no 

KOPP  So  Garamendi  was  kind  of  on  the  outs  There  was  a  controller  s  race 

too  and  I  guess  that  s  when  Gray  Davis  was  elected  controller 
SENEY  That  sounds  about  nght 

KOPP  Gray  Davis  did  great  That  doesn  t  make  sense  to  me  I  know  Alister 

McAlister  ran  in  that  race  He  was  an  assemblyman  Alister 
McAlister  had  been  a  Scoop  Jackson  supporter  In  fact  he  was  part  of 
our  delegation  until  we  were  whittled  away  as  a  result  of  the  primary 
and  proportional  representation  And  there  was  a  third  candidate  It 
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wasn  t  Garamendi  Garamendi  just  ran  for  reelection  in  the  Senate  so 
he  was  busy  He  wasn  t  involved  m  anything 

Finally  I  had  the  press  I  had  the  endorsement  of  the  Chronicle 
I  had  the  Examiner  I  had  the  Bay  Guardian  I  had  the  Progress  I 
didn  t  get  the  endorsement  of  the  San  Mateo  County  Times  which 
really  annoyed  me  J  Hart  Clinton  was  the  publisher  of  that  paper 
J  Hart  Clinton  I  had  known  since  he  was  a  member  of  what  is  now  the 
firm  Morrison  &  Forrester  When  he  was  a  member  in  the  50s  when 
I  was  a  young  lawyer  it  was  called  Morrison  Forrester  Clinton  & 
Clark  or  somethmg  like  that  And  then  he  d  bought  the  San  Mateo 
Times  and  he  was  a  Harvard  Law  School  graduate  He  had  always 
supported  me  in  the  sense  that  whenever  I  talked  to  him  about  some 
issue  or  something  he  d  be  supportive  He  was  conservative  He 
wouldn  t  as  I  remember  allow  the  use  of  the  word  gay5  in  describing 
homosexuals  in  his  newspaper  I  struggled  for  his  endorsement 
You  must  have  met  with  him 

Oh  sure  I  met  with  him  and  I  met  with  the  editor  a  couple  of  times 
To  my  astonishment  he  endorsed  Papan  The  reason  he  endorsed 
Papan  was  because  Hart  owned  some  timberland  in  Santa  Cruz 
County  and  the  county  board  of  supervisors  which  was  liberal 
radical  - 1  knew  all  those  fellows  well  from  my  supervisor  days  when 
they  were  part  of  Tom  Hayden  s  cabal  of  whatever  he  called  it, 

Council  for  Democracy  or  something  and  they  tried  to  take  over — 
Campaign  for  Economic  Democracy? 
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Yes  Campaign  for  Economic  Democracy  and  they  tried  to  take  over 
CSAC  which  was  interesting  Gary  [A  ]  Patton  and  Joe  Kuehara  and 
Roblyn  Levy  I  guess  they  had  imposed  some  county  restrictions  on 
developing  these  timberlands  and  Papan  had  carried  a  bill  to  reverse 
that  to  preempt  Santa  Clara  County  The  bill  hadn  t  been  successful 
but  J  Hart  Clinton  was  m  Papan  s  debt  and  that  s  why  J  Hart  Clinton 
endorsed  Papan  Geez  that  annoyed  me 
Did  you  know  that  then  or  find  it  out  subsequently7 
I  think  somebody  told  me  about  it  towards  the  end  and  I  was  still 
struggling  I  think  even  Hallisey  talked  to  him  J  Hart  Clmton  went 
to  Boston  College  He  was  a  Boston  College  Harvard  Law  School 
product  back  m  the  20s 

Anyway  so  I  didn  t  get  that  endorsement  And  then  the  other 
newspaper  m  the  peninsula  was  a  set  of  six  weeklies  owned  by  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Jerry  Fuchs  who  was  a  devout  Democrat  but 
who  personally  got  on  well  with  me  I  hadn  t  known  him  before  the 
campaign  He  endorsed  Papan 

The  other  paper  was  the  Pacifica  Tribune  Pacifica  was  kind  of  a 
battleground  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  at  Pacifica  It  s  not  a  big  city 
38  000  to  39  000  And  the  last  week  by  gosh  I  felt  gratified  by  the 
endorsement  of  Bill  Drake  who  was  the  publisher  of  the  Pacifica 
Tribune ,  and  he  had  known  me  a  bit  One  of  his  daughters  had  been 
involved  in  some  issue  that  I  was  involved  in  dealing  with  city 
activity  in  San  Mateo  County  either  the  water  department  or  Sharp 
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Park  or  something  like  that  That  was  a  major  accomplishment  to  me 
even  though  nobody  s  heard  of  the  Pacifica  Tribune  outside  Pacifica 
But  Pacifica  is  a  distinctive  community 
SENEY  How  did  you  do  in  Pacifica7 

KOPP  He  earned  Pacifica  Pacifica  is  a  Democratic  town  and  it  has  a  strong 

Democratic  club  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  I  worked  like  heck  Gee  I 
don  t  think  I  had  - 1  did  have  Wait  that  s  unfair  I  had  a  couple  of 
the  council  members  endorsement  I  remember  Peter  Loeb  endorsed 
me  and  I  m  trying  to  think  of  someone  else  I  had  a  couple  of  council 
members  in  Colma  who  endorsed  me  I  didn  t  have  anybody  in  Daly 
City  oh  yes  I  did  Yes  I  did  I  had  Jim  Tucker  who  was  a 
Republican  the  only  Republican  on  the  Daly  City  City  Council  who 
endorsed  me  I  had  a  few  here  and  there 

I  lost  Pacifica  I  lost  all  the  cities  there  except  Hillsborough  I 
earned  Hillsborough  which  is  small  nine  or  ten  thousand  I  carried 
Burlingame  and  I  think  I  carried  Millbrae  which  is  where  Papan  lives 
Lost  San  Bruno  lost  South  City  I  lost  Colma  Daly  City  and 
Bnsbane  I  think  I  had  a  majority  of  the  council  members  m  Bnsbane 
because  they  had  a  big  land  development  fight  up  on  San  Bruno 
Mountain  and  Papan  was  always  identified  with  the  developers  and 
the  development  community 

So  I  had  the  press  I  had  not  a  good  deal  of  television  because  I 


didn  t  have  enough  money  but  it  was  choice  television  It  was 
delicious  television  One  of  the  best  memories  of  the  campaign  is  my 
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son  Shepard  accompanying  me  to  a  ranch  outside  of  Dixon  where 

Sandy  Weiner  had  arranged  a  television  commercial  that  featured  a 

herd  of  sheep  and  a  dog  and  had  me  on  a  track  that  was  running  And 

the  gist  of  the  ad  is  that  Most  people  are  like  sheep  To  produce  this 

I  had  to  talk  as  this  dog  moved  these  150  sheep  in  a  certain  direction 

It  s  a  classic  It  s  a  classic  We  went  up  there  one  day  in  October 

Shep  will  never  forget  that  commercial 

How  many  takes9 

We  took  about  five 

That  s  not  bad  actually 

No  it  isn  t  But  it  is  a  classic  television  ad 

And  then  we  went  up  to  Rocklin  The  49ers  used  to  tram  m 
Rocklin  and  we  needed  some  pictures  for  a  brochure  which  featured 
Bubba  Pans  and  Billy  Ring  and  Randy  Cross  I  think  was  on  it 
Maybe  a  couple  of  other  fellows  We  went  up  there  one  day  to  do  that 
Shep  and  I 

Then  we  had  a  television  commercial  which  was  set  for  the 
49ers  locker  room  -  at  that  time  they  had  the  practice  facility  in 
Redwood  City  -  and  it  was  featunng  Randy  Cross  Randy  Cross 
called  me  and  said  he  couldn  t  do  it  he  had  to  bow  out  This  is  the 
kind  of  fellow  Randy  Cross  is  The  cameramen  were  already  down 
there  so  they  got  Billy  Ring  It  was  a  good  television  commercial 
The  reason  Randy  Cross  called  is  because  he  d  been  stopped  the  night 
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before  for  a  DUI  and  he  thought  that  it  would  embarrass  me  if  he  were 
on  it 

He  s  probably  right 

It  may  have  He  s  quite  a  gentleman 

I  take  it  maybe  your  in  with  the  49ers  had  to  do  with  your  activity  of 
bringing  the  Super  Bowl  to  Stanford  and  all  that9 
The  Super  Bowl,  yes  I  don  t  know  if  I  described  that  or  not 
I  don  t  think  we  did 

Well,  maybe  I  will  later  after  I  finish  this  part 
I  thought  that  was  a  particularly  good  example  of  how  you  organize 
and  get  moving  something  that  you  want  to  get  done  who  you  have  to 
round  up  and  get  behind  you 

I  liked  domg  that  Well  that  s  how  I  had  really  become  pretty  close  to 
the  operation  -  Bill  Walsh  and  a  couple  of  the  assistant  coaches  Bobb 
McKittrick  particularly  They  had  at  the  time  -  oh  gosh  this  is 
terrible  There  s  a  restaurant  on  Commercial  Street  between  Kearny 
and  Montgomery  Oh  a  famous  place  It  11  come  to  me  later  And  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Dave  Beromo  who  was  the  sports  editor  of  the 
Vallejo  Herald  used  to  organize  a  dinner  every  December  for  the 
offensive  linemen  to  which  I  was  invited  So  I  m  the  only  outsider  at 
that  and  that  s  how  I  got  to  know  a  lot  of  those  linemen  So  I  had 
come  to  know  the  49ers  As  I  said  Bubba  Pans  Randy  Cross  Bill 
Ring  particularly  Maybe  there  was  someone  else  I  can  t  remember 
So  we  had  that  and  we  had  some  good  radio  too 
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Two  further  events  One  is  I  finally  forced  Papan  to  debate  and 
the  first  debate  was  the  San  Mateo  Real  Estate  Association  Now  he 
was  in  the  insurance  business  so  he  was  confident  of  his  association 
with  realtors  in  San  Mateo  They  had  a  breakfast  debate  at  the  Elks 
Club  in  San  Mateo  which  was  on  20th  Avenue  We  got  down  there 
I  think  my  son  Shep  was  with  me  that  morning  I  just  had  a  good 
time  debating  him  They  then  had  a  meeting  afterwards  -  we  left  -  to 
decide  on  an  endorsement  and  they  endorsed  me  [Laughter  ] 

That  was  your  last  debate 

No  it  wasn  t  We  also  had  a  debate  at  a  senior  citizen  organization 
I  ve  forgotten  the  name  of  it  They  met  over  at  old  St  Mary  s  church 
in  the  basement  I  had  cast  one  vote  that  delighted  the  tenants  on  a 
rent  control  issue  and  I  had  done  it  not  because  I  favor  rent  control  but 
I  was  furious  with  a  compromise  deal  the  landlord  group  had  made 
with  some  of  my  colleagues  on  the  board  of  supervisors  including  the 
then  Mayor  Feinstein  to  protect  her  It  had  been  engineered  by  my 
old  friend  Clint  Reilly  I  was  furious  and  I  voted  the  other  way  and 
antagonized  some  of  my  supporters  who  were  landlord  oriented  In 
fact  we  had  a  meeting  with  three  or  four  of  my  closest  friends  They 
were  belaboring  me  about  it  That  had  been  years  before  but  the 
tenant  group  remembered  it 

Papan  had  supported  bills  to  preempt  rent  control  and  I  said  I  d 
oppose  those  bills  [because  of]  local  control  And  of  course  I  didn  t 
pronounce  there  that  I  oppose  rent  control  In  fact  I  think  I  was  the 
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only  one  who  voted  in  1981  against  making  it  permanent  in  San 
Francisco  My  theory  was  that  if  a  city  wants  to  destroy  its  housing 
supply  with  rent  control  that  s  its  decision  And  I  always  voted 
against  preemption  in  the  Legislature  Eventually  a  preemption  bill 
was  passed  It  was  carried  by  Jim  Costa  of  Fresno  -  Senator  Costa 
now 

But  anyway  we  had  a  debate  there  It  wasn  t  quite  a  debate  We 
made  an  appearance  at  the  same  time  He  talked  I  talked  We 
answered  questions  jointly  They  endorsed  me 

And  then  we  had  a  small  one  in  Pacifica  up  there  in  that  county 
park  There  s  a  little  community  house  there  and  it  was  a  senior 
citizen  group  not  an  endorsing  group  We  had  a  small  debate  there 
And  then  the  last  debate  was  on  Channel  9  KQED  Television 
and  that  was  I  think  the  night  before  the  election  I  d  characterize  it 
as  inconclusive  Lou  Papan  s  father  had  died  in  Springfield  Mass 
the  previous  week  I  debated  internally  sending  him  a  condolence 
card  which  I  should  have  done  but  by  that  time  the  feelings  were  so 
bitter  And  my  sister  was  here  She  was  staying  in  the  house  He  did 
something  or  said  something  and  she  said  after  that  I  wouldn  t  have 
any  interest  in  sympathizing  with  him  so  I  never  did 

Well  he  started  the  debate  The  first  words  out  of  his  mouth 
were  about  me  not  sending  him  a  condolence  card,  words  to  that 
effect  But  Lou  does  not  have  the  gift  of  expression  and  unless  you 
knew  what  he  was  talking  about  I  don  t  think  people  could  understand 
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it  I  knew  what  he  was  talking  about  but  that  was  what  was  on  his 
mind  how  much  he  hated  me  So  that  was  part  of  it 

The  other  part  of  it  was  this  famous  flyer  that  Richie  Ross 
devised  for  him  I  had  a  gathering  at  the  Jonathan  Club  in  downtown 
Los  Angeles  which  perhaps  in  those  days  still  was  a  discriminatory 
club  with  the  usual  No  Jews  No  Women  No  Blacks  And  it  was 
arranged  through  a  friend  of  mine  who  of  course  is  the  progenitor  of 
term  limits  in  California  -  Pete  Schabarum  -  who  I  had  come  to  know 
through  the  County  Supervisors  Association 

I  had  known  of  Pete  even  when  I  was  m  college  I  suppose 
because  he  was  an  All  American  halfback  at  Cal  and  played  on  the 
Rose  Bowl  teams  and  played  a  couple  of  years  with  the  49ers  He  fell 
on  bad  days  late  in  his  career  But  I  liked  Pete  We  were  similarly 
conservative  I  would  say  I  wasn  t  quite  as  conservative  as  Pete  was 
SENEY  What  do  you  mean  he  fell  on  bad  days  9 

KOPP  Well  after  he  left  office  -  he  left  the  board  of  supervisors  -  he  had  a 

foundation  and  something  else  and  he  was  charged  with  violating  the 
United  States  income  tax  laws  He  eventually  pleaded  guilty  to  a 
lesser  offense  I  last  saw  him  about  two  or  three  years  ago  I  saw  him 
at  a  Cal  football  game  where  he  was  inducted  into  the  Cal  football  Hall 
of  Fame  or  he  was  just  back  as  part  of  a  Rose  Bowl  team  He  has  an 
eye  problem  He  s  living  in  Palm  Springs  It  s  been  difficult  for  him 
But  Pete  and  I  had  become  friends  over  the  years  and  he  had  an 
event  at  the  Jonathan  Club  for  me  and  he  had  an  enormous  war  chest 
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As  a  matter  of  fact  Pete  I  think,  gave  me  $60  000  And  not  like 
Walter  Shorenstein,  he  didn  t  want  me  to  give  part  of  it  back 
He  was  on  of  course  the  L  A  [Los  Angeles]  Board  of  Supervisors 
Yes  Although  that  s  not  quite  accurate  I  think  he  did  want  to  get 
part  of  it  back  and  I  think  I  compromised  with  him  on  something 
which  was  fair  It  was  fair 

But  it  wasn  t  a  fundraiser  as  such  It  was  just  to  whip  up 
enthusiasm  and  then  we  d  follow  it  with  a  fundraiser 

Well  Richie  Ross  devised  this  brochure  which  had  on  the  front 
of  it  No  Jews  Allowed  and  it  had  one  of  these  circles  with  a  cross  in 
it  It  was  based  upon  my  having  an  event  at  the  Jonathan  Club  And 
then  he  had  a  separate  one  No  Mexicans  Allowed  Then  he  had  a 
third  one  ‘No  Women  Allowed 

The  first  one  -  ‘No  Jews  Allowed  -  came  out,  and  it  was 
construed  as  an  anti  Semitic  piece  I  didn  t  construe  it  that  way 
But  there  was  some  Jewish  leadership  in  San  Francisco  that 
characterized  it  that  way 

Other  people  did  Other  Jews  did  And  of  course  my  campaign  cadre 
seized  on  it  There  was  publicity  about  it  that  was  bad  for  him 
Did  he  not  know  that  you  re  Jewish? 

Sure  he  knew  it  And  so  did  Richie  Ross  I  had  a  friend  who  was 
then  the  executive  director  of  the  Anti  Defamation  League  or  he  was 
general  counsel  His  name  was  Justin  Finger  His  nickname  was 
Gus  Gus  Finger  I  d  actually  met  him  at  Craigville  Beach  on  Cape 
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Cod  in  late  August  of  1954  when  my  best  friend  Hank  Tiffany  and  I 
spent  about  a  week  on  the  Cape  after  I  was  discharged  from  the  Air 
Force  and  before  he  went  back  for  his  last  year  at  Harvard  Business 
School  And  then  we  met  at  the  Waterfront  Commission  of  New  York 
harbor  It  was  one  of  those  coincidences  in  life  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
once  stayed  with  his  family  His  mother  was  a  widow  and  he  had  a 
younger  brother  I  stayed  with  them  for  about  a  week  in  Peter 
Stuyvesant  Village  in  Manhattan  when  we  had  to  leave  our  place  with 
Bill  McGowan  and  Ed  Gallagher  over  in  Rego  Park  in  Queens 

So  I  called  Gus  -  he  was  m  Atlanta  that  s  where  his  office  was  - 
and  told  him  about  this  and  he  galvanized  the  Anti  Defamation 
League  here  and  they  sent  Papan  a  letter  demanding  an  apology  and 
he  did  apologize 

SENEY  Did  Ross  apologize*? 

KOPP  I  don  t  think  Ross  did  Ross  is  beyond  the  pale  I  just  heard  a  story 

how  he  took  $50  000  from  [U  S  Representative]  Gary  Condit  for  that 
disgraceful  performance  on  television  by  Gary  Condit  That  whole 
performance  was  his  idea  that  whole  television  aspect 

SENEY  My  god 

KOPP  So  that  was  a  signal  event  in  the  campaign 

Now  Papan  had  this  poll  going  that  had  him  winning  forty  one 
or  fifty  one  to  fourteen  some  almost  unbelievable  figure,  by  his 
pollster  Our  own  poll  besides  the  name  recognition  aspect  we  had  a 
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poll  somewhere  in  there  that  showed  me  winning  by  eight  nine  ten 
percent 

SENEY  Did  you  feel  pretty  good  about  your  poll? 

KOPP  Yes  I  m  trying  to  think  of  -  oh  I  know  who  did  it  Ed  Canapary  I 

think  he  s  pretty  reliable  or  he  was  then 

The  Chronicle  had  a  poll  which  was  published  either  the  day 
before  the  election  or  the  Friday  before  the  election  which  scared  the 
heck  out  of  me  because  the  Chronicle  poll  showed  us  even  That 
scared  me  because  I  campaigned  hard  ceaselessly  but  always  with  the 
feeling  that  I  was  ahead 

Then  came  election  day  and  election  night  was  a  bit  anxious  as 
far  as  the  result  was  concerned  because  there  were  ballots  that  were 
being  held  in  San  Mateo  County  on  Tower  Road  which  is  where  the 
county  election  warehouse  is  and  we  were  afraid  Papan  would  steal 
votes  We  weren  t  as  familiar  [with  San  Mateo  procedures  ]15  We 
didn  t  know  the  San  Mateo  election  people  as  well  so  we  were  a  bit 
paranoid  about  that  We  had  somebody  out  there  all  night 

But  anyway  I  didn  t  have  a  victory  announcement  until  the  next 
day  I  had  it  at  the  Fairmont  When  the  dust  settled  I  had  won  by 
2  300  votes  but  what  was  surprising  was  that  I  had  beaten  him  in  San 
Mateo  County  I  beat  him  there  by  about  500  votes 

SENEY  Six  hundred  and  sixty  votes 

15  Clarification  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 


357 


KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


Okay  And  my  poll  had  showed  me  losing  in  San  Mateo  County  but 
winning  by  much  more  in  the  San  Francisco  part  than  I  did  win  by 
Sixteen  hundred  and  thirty  nine  votes  in  San  Francisco 
My  poll,  I  think  had  showed  me  winning  by  three  or  four  times  that 
number  I  suppose  it  was  because  of  the  Democratic  Party  mailings 
They  just  ate  away  at  me  here 

Well  a  lot  of  mention  was  made  of  how  rare  it  was  outside  of 
[Senator]  Ray  Johnson  for  peculiar  reasons  running  m  the  early  80s 
for  reelection  for  an  Independent  to  be  able  to  be  elected 
Well  Ray  Johnson  was  an  incumbent  so  that  made  a  difference  But 
it  turned  out  I  was  the  first  non  incumbent  to  be  elected  as  an 
Independent  It  was  the  first  since  1878  In  fact  I  have  a  book 
downstairs  that  was  compiled  by  the  then  secretary  of  the  Senate 
which  has  all  of  that  data  in  it  I  thought  it  was  the  first  one  in  either 
house  since  1878  It  turns  out  there  was  an  assemblyman  elected  m 
1 944  as  an  Independent  who  was  non  incumbent  and  I  don  t  know 
anything  about  him 

And  then  when  I  ran  for  reelection  in  1990  I  was  the  first  ever 
m  the  history  of  the  state  to  run  as  an  Independent  be  elected  as  an 
Independent  and  then  run  for  reelection  still  as  an  Independent  and  be 
elected  because  there  are  other  people  in  history  who  then  became  a 
Democrat  or  a  Republican  and  ran  for  reelection  as  a  Democrat  or 
Republican 


358 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


There  was  a  case  in  East  Bay  the  assemblywoman  who  won  as  a 
Green  and  then — 

Yes  she  ran  as  a  member  of  the  Green  Party 
And  subsequently  as  a  Democrat 

No  she  reregistered  as  an  Independent  and  lost  [Assemblywoman] 
Audie  Bock  is  her  name  A  nice  lady  but  she  was  elected  on  a  fluke 
Right  The  vote  was  badly  split  between  several  candidates  wasn  t  it7 
No  What  happened  was  there  was  no  Republican  candidate  and 
Elihu  Hams  was  the  Democratic  candidate  And  the  Republicans  all 
voted  for  Audie  Bock  and  Elihu  Hams  was  overconfident  and  not 
many  Democrats  voted  That  s  how  she  got  elected 
His  eight  years  as  mayor  had  eroded  his  popularity  considerably 
Apparently 

Now  you  met  with  Roberti  as  you  said  a  couple  of  times  before  the 
election 

Yes  Maybe  it  was  only  that  one  meeting  but  in  any  event  he  poured 
money  into  Papan  I  think  he  gave  Papan  even  more  money  than 
Willie  Brown  did  Willie  gave  him  I  think  $350  000  and  I  think 
David  gave  him  $360  000 

So  I  was  elected  and  December  1  1986  was  the  day  I  was 
sworn  in  Jack  Davis  insisted  in  a  sense  that  he  be  my  chief  of  staff 
to  lay  the  groundwork  saying  that  he  would  do  that  and  that  I  needed 
someone  to  do  that  So  he  went  to  Sacramento  once  or  twice  I  think 
and  had  some  early  conversations 
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And  then  I  had  a  conversation  with  John  Foran  as  to  what 
committees  John  Foran  came  over  to  my  law  office  John  Foran  had 
given  Papan  $15  000  And  this  was  a  curious  aspect  I  have  to  ask  John 
about  too 

SENEY  Let  me  change  this 

[End  of  Tape  13  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  14  Side  A] 

KOPP  So  now  I  set  about  shaping  my  career  and  the  first  part  of  it  is  staff 

SENEY  You  mentioned  Senator  Foran  How  did  that  go? 

KOPP  Well,  the  first  part  was  staff  and  the  second  part  was  committee 

assignments  so  I  called  John  I  think  I  called  John  although  I  was 
pretty  mad  at  John  As  a  matter  of  fact  John  had  a  part  of  Highway 
280  named  after  him  I  wouldn  t  attend  it  I  was  so  mad  at  John  But  I 
remember  him  coming  to  my  law  office  and  I  don  t  know  whether  I 
called  him  or — 

SENEY  Were  you  angry  enough  because  he  endorsed  Papan*?  I  mean  that 
would  be  in  the  cards  But  was  there  something  else  about  if? 

KOPP  No  It  was  just  that  he  endorsed  him  and  gave  him  $15  000  And 

there  was  the  suspicion  that  he  was  part  of  an  arrangement  to  turn  the 
seat  over  to  Papan  And  1 11  tell  you  why  When  John  Foran  ran  for 
the  Assembly  the  first  time  back  around  1963  in  a  special  election  - 
let  me  see  Phil  Burton  replaced  Jack  Shelley  [in  the  U  S  House  of 
Representatives]  That  opened  Phil  Burton  s  seat  It  was  somebody  s 
seat  that  was  open  Maybe  it  was  [Assemblyman]  John  [A  ] 
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O  Connell  s  John  O  Connell  was  an  assemblyman  I  think  it  was 
O  Connell  s  seat  and  Foran  who  I  d  met  through  Leo  McCarthy  ran 
and  I  walked  precmcts  for  John  We  d  grown  apart  in  the  ensuing 
years  but  I  walked  precincts  for  John  So  I  was  mad  at  him 

But  anyway  somehow  we  made  an  arrangement  He  came  to  my 
law  office,  and  I  started  asking  him  about  committees  I  remember 
distinctly  asking  him  about  the  Transportation  Committee  because  I  d 
been  chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  I  d 
been  on  the  BART  board  for  twenty  two  months  and  I  d  been  on  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  Highway  and  Transportation  District  board  for 
about  nine  years  John  opined  that  he  didn  t  think  Transportation 
would  be  very  active 

The  Transportation  Committee  met  on  Tuesday  the  first  and 
third  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1  30  [p  m  ]  and  so  did  the  Judiciary 
Committee  I  wanted  to  be  on  the  Judiciary  Committee  because  I  m  a 
lawyer  and  I  wanted  to  shape  laws  on  procedure  and  to  the  extent  that 
the  committee  does  on  substance  too  John  was  in  effect 
recommending  that  I  not  seek  appointment  on  the  Transportation 
Committee  Even  though  he  s  done  indescribable  acts  to  my  family 
and  me  since  it  was  Jack  Davis  who  said  Your  constituents  aren  t 
too  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  They  are 
interested  in  transportation  and  you  ought  to  seek  the  Transportation 
Committee  So  I  made  that  choice  and  I  m  glad  I  did  I  m  glad  I 


361 


SENEY 

KOPP 


SENEY 

KOPP 


did  It  wasn  t  quite  an  acquired  taste  but  it  turned  out  to  be  a  good 
decision 

After  the  election  Roberti  must  have  gotten  in  touch  with  you  or  you 
must  have  gotten  in  touch  with  him 

Yes  There  was  a  line  of  communication  with  Cliff  Berg  Davis  then 
met  with  Cliff  Berg  on  the  office  arrangements  all  the  housekeeping 
parts,  obtaining  staff,  obtaining  a  person  to  run  the  legislative  part  of 
it  We  procured  a  district  office  in  South  San  Francisco  363  El 
Camino  Real  from  Lou  Poletti  who  I  had  also  known  before  the 
election  and  who  of  course  surprised  me  because  he  backed  Papan 
but  since  that  time  Lou  became  a  supporter  He  should  I  leased  space 
in  his  building  which  wasn  t  exactly  a  Grade  A  building 

So  Davis  identified  a  woman  who  had  been  in  the  Senate  Fellow 
program  the  previous  year  I  can  t  remember  her  name  now  That  s 
terrible  But  she  became  the  head  of  the  Sacramento  office  In  fact 
Davis  would  alternate  between  them  although  he  spent  more  time  here 
because  he  carried  on  his  own  consultancy  business  while  he  was  my 
chief  of  staff  and  that  came  to  an  end  about  two  years  later  when  the 
Bay  Guardian  pointed  out  that  that  s  a  conflicting  position  because  he 
represents  a  landlord  group  and  it  s  inappropriate  if  not  improper 
moonlighting 

Were  you  aware  that  he  was  representing  that  group? 

I  was  but  I  was  again  blinded  and  naive  It  didn  t  appear  to  represent 
a  diminution  of  the  time  he  spent  on  his  responsibilities  to  me  And  he 
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had  exaggerated  influence  by  that  time  because  he  d  been  a  part  of  the 
fight  and  he  was  extraordinarily  combatively  loyal  so  I  hadn  t  paid 
attention  to  it  The  Bay  Guardian  made  it  an  issue  and  I  recognized 
this  issue  and  told  him  and  then  he  accused  me  of  violating  his  First 
Amendment  rights  Anyway  he  left  as  chief  of  staff  after  two  years 
But  m  the  meantime  those  housekeeping  details  were  attended 
to  And  I  met  with  Roberti  Of  course  Jim  Nielsen  was  so  delighted 
because  I  was  the  only  one  of  his  candidates  who  had  won  I  ve 
forgotten  the  third  one  he  had  Maybe  1 11  remember  it  But  in  any 
event  Jim  and  I  then  set  up  a  meetmg  every  week  We  would  meet 
once  a  week  In  due  course  Jim  and  David  collaborated  on  sponsoring 
a  fundraiser  to  reduce  my  deficit 

Well  that  s  what  I  was  going  to  say  You  know  some  people  said 
Oh  if  he  s  an  Independent  he  s  going  to  be  nowhere  but  you 
actually  ended  up  sort  of  in  the  catbird  s  seat 
Well  I  wasn  t  m  the  catbird  s  seat  but  I  was  in  a  middle  range 
between  being  nowhere  and  in  a  catbird  s  seat 
Because  Roberti  s  obviously  going  to  look  out  for  you 
Yes  Oh  they  did 

So  they  jointly  sponsored  a  fundraiser? 

A  fundraiser  and  it  drew  publicity  because  the  price  was  $2  000  a 
ticket  which  was  the  highest  apparently  at  that  time  It  was  at  the 
Firehouse  maybe  twenty  lobbyists  there,  but  that  was  a  pretty  good 
sum  of  money  That  was  $40  000  less  the  expenses 
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And  you  had  what?  About  $200  000? 

I  had  $  160  000  to  make  up  We  had  before  that  I  think  - 1  guess  it 
was  m  January  we  had  a  major  event  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  at  which  I 
think  Joe  Alioto  was  the  MC  and  that  was  major  and  we  cut  it  by  a 
substantial  amount  As  a  matter  of  fact  about  four  or  five  senators 
came  down  from  Sacramento  Ken  Maddy  came  I  remember  and  I 
think  [Senator]  Wadie  Deddeh  came  I  think  David  came 
Would  Maddy  have  been  the  Republican  leader  at  that  point? 

No  Jim  was  I  can  t  remember  if  Jim  came  or  not  But  with  their 
help  I  eradicated  that  deficit  probably  within  six  months  It  was  gone 
That  s  important  That  s  important  not  to  carry  a  deficit  around  Of 
course  I  never  had  a  deficit  again 

So  I  applied  for  committees  and  David  gave  me  just  about  every 
committee  I  applied  for  Revenue  and  Taxation  Transportation  Local 
Government  Then  he  put  me  on  Toxics  and  Public  Safety 
Management  which  [Senator]  Art  Torres  had  I  think  those  were  the 
four  the  first  year 

Well  the  first  year  and  then  of  course  the  Republicans  kind  of 
considered  me  allied  with  them  For  example  George  Deukmejian 
had  a  meeting  with  the  Senate  Republicans  I  think  although  maybe  it 
was  a  mixed  group  from  the  other  house  as  well  I  can  t  quite 
remember  Pat  Nolan  was  the  Republican  leader  in  the  Assembly  I 
think  it  was  a  selected  group  of  Republicans  from  both  houses  and  I 
was  included  There  was  some  modest  discussion  of  strategy 
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George  Deukmejian  during  the  election  -  of  course  he  was 
running  for  reelection  against  Bradley  and  I  had  a  conference  or  a 
meeting  with  him  at  one  point  m  Sacramento  He  didn  t  endorse  me  as 
such  but  he  was  encouraging  [Steve]  Merksamer  was  his  chief  of 
staff  at  the  time  he  was  there 

So  now  I  was  elected  I  d  known  George  Deukmejian 
superficially  As  I  told  you  he  made  the  comment  that  kind  of  made 
me  decide  to  withdraw  from  running  for  the  Board  of  Equalization 
When  I  think  about  it  I  actually  met  him  I  remember  in  the  elevator 
that  day  Bob  Dolan  and  I  came  up  here  and  we  visited  George 
Moscone  probably  about  1974 

So  I  was  in  that  meeting  I  met  with  Jim  every  week  I 
introduced  I  don  t  know  how  many  bills  Not  too  many  Maybe 
twenty 

Well  one  that  got  some  notice  was  to  do  away  with  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  District 

Yes  I  don  t  know  if  I  did  that  the  first  year  It  never  was  passed  The 
first  year  of  the  bills  I  had  I  think  I  had  twelve  bills  that  reached  the 
governor  and  all  twelve  were  signed 

I  ve  got  thanks  to  Dan  Friedlander  a  list  of  all  the  legislation  you 

submitted 

Oh  do  you9 

And  maybe  when  we  sit  down  again  we  11  go  through  the  legislation 
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I  ve  got  to  refresh  my  memory  because  the  only  bill  I  remember  was  I 
always  had  a  pet  peeve  on  a  subject  called  accord  and  satisfaction  I  d 
taken  a  case  to  the  court  of  appeals  and  lost  I  had  a  client  who  was  a 
contractor  He  was  owed  $25  000  The  owner  sends  him  a  check  for 
$9  000  Payment  m  Full  Accord  and  satisfaction  means  if  you  sign 
that  check  you  waive  your  claim  for  the  balance  I  thought  that  s  a 
bad  rule  I  thought  you  ought  to  be  able  to  strike  that  language  cash 
the  $9  000  check  and  then  pursue  for  the  $  16  000  I  introduced  a  bill 
to  do  that,  and  by  gosh  it  was  passed  and  signed  That  s  the  one  bill  I 
remember 

Well  as  I  say  you  can  glance  over  these 

You  know  one  of  the  things  that  happened  pretty  quickly  when 
you  got  there  was  a  resolution  to  criticize  Reagan  for  the  Iran/Contra 
Affair 

Well  December  1st  was  an  auspicious  day  We  rented  a  bus  The 
Senate  went  into  session  at  noon  We  met  at  city  hall  at  about  eight 
o  clock 

These  are  your  supporters — 

All  my  supporters 
-going  up  to  see  you  sworn  in 

My  son  was  there  My  mother  and  my  aunt  I  think  flew  directly  from 
Los  Angeles  to  Sacramento  -  my  Aunt  Louise  Shulman  They  were 
there  for  the  swearing  in  I  think  my  sister  flew  with  my  aunt  and  my 
mother  directly  from  Los  Angeles  to  Sacramento  We  had  a  bus  here 
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and  the  press  took  pictures  There  was  press  on  the  bus  We  got  to 
Sacramento  I  wore  a  fedora  I  remember 
You  got  some  decent  press  coverage 

Yes  And  the  press  made  a  fuss  when  I  got  there  I  was  sworn  in  and 
we  went  into  session  Roberti  was  elected  president  pro  tern  And 
then  Herschel  Rosenthal  who  wore  a  checkered  sport  coat  rose  and 
moved  this  resolution  condemning  Reagan  over  the  Contras 
Right  the  Iran/Contra  affair 

And  the  use  of  the  Contras  Oh  and  [Lt  Governor]  Leo  McCarthy 
was  presiding  Leo  really  annoyed  me  that  day  There  was  a 
procedural  motion  It  wasn  t  a  motion  to  table  which  is  non 
debatable  It  was  some  other  kind  of  motion  It  was  procedural  I 
threw  my  mike  up  because  I  wanted  to  talk  on  the  mam  motion  and 
Leo  tells  me  I  m  out  of  order  because  it  s  on  the  procedural  motion 
which  was  unnecessary  My  mother  asked  me  about  it  afterwards 
Why  did  he  do  that*?  Of  course  Leo  was  a  big  backer  of  Papan  s 
and  Leo  and  I  hadn  t  been  on  the  same  wavelength  for  twenty  five 
years  probably  or  twenty  years 

Anyway  I  remember  that  Truthfully  he  misinterpreted  my 
comment  a  bit  In  other  words  I  knew  there  was  a  procedural  motion 
but  it  s  so  arcane  that  it  s  not  worth  talking  about  any  further  But  I 
made  my  statement  at  the  appropriate  time  that  I  wasn  t  elected  to  be 
an  expert  on  foreign  relations  and  that  I  thought  it  was  inappropriate  I 
can  t  remember  what  happened  to  it 
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It  was  killed  And  you  did  make  some  comment  about  This  sounds 

like  the  board  of  supervisors  all  over  again 

Yes  opining  on  national  and  international  affairs 

Let  me  jump  into  the  next  year  Jess  Unruh  dies  and  the  new  treasurer 

has  yet  to  be  selected 

Well  that  was  not  one  of  my  finest  moments  but  it  was  a  moment 
Here  s  what  happened  The  session  ended  the  end  of  September 
Of  86  -  87  I  m  sorry 

Eighty  seven  But  there  was  also  something  else  that  happened  that 
year  at  the  end  of  session  That  was  the  famous  napkin  deal  down  at 
Frank  Fat  s  where  Lockyer  and  Willie  Brown  sat  down  with  the 
plaintiffs  trial  lawyers  and  the  defense  lawyers  and  business  and  they 
worked  out  the  so  called  napkin  deal  because  Lockyer  was  writing  the 
terms  on  a  napkin  which  was  a  compromise  of  several  issues  and 
disputes  over  laws  affecting  the  nght  to  sue  for  personal  injuries  -  tort 
causes  of  action 

It  was  wrapped  up  in  an  effort  by  Senator  [William]  Bill 
Campbell  who  s  a  Republican  to  secure  money  for  what  were  called 
and  are  still  called  I  guess  no  tax  and  low  tax  cities  In  other 
words  cities  where  before  Prop  13  there  was  no  property  tax  or 
where  the  property  tax  was  fictitiously  low  in  other  words 
deliberately  as  a  matter  of  a  policy  decision  So  those  cities  thereafter 
were  always  crying  out  for  financial  assistance  from  the  state  more 
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financial  assistance  than  cities  which  always  had  a  property  tax 
allocation 

I  was  unendingly  opposed  to  those  efforts  Those  cities  had 
made  that  decision  to  have  no  property  tax  or  low  property  tax  We 
had  stopped  such  a  bill  m  the  Senate  Local  Government  Committee  by 
Campbell  But  Campbell  was  an  experienced  canny  operator  and  he 
got  it  into  this  conglomeration  of  bills  on  the  very  end  the  last  day  of 
the  session  The  napkin  deal  was  one  bill  and  I  was  the  only  no 
vote  on  that  in  the  Senate  That  bill  exempted  tobacco  sugar  butter 
firearms  manufacturing  from  liability 

It  also  changed  the  law  on  the  standard  of  proof  for  punitive 
damages  It  required  msteadofjust  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence 
for  an  award  of  punitive  damages  it  required  evidence  of  malice 
oppression  or  fraud  clear  and  convincing  -  not  preponderance  -  but 
clear  and  convincing  to  justify  punitive  damages  And  I  as  a  lawyer 
who  was  mostly  suing  for  personal  injuries  and  tort  cases  -  although 
that  part  of  my  practice  had  disappeared  by  1986  -  objected  to  that 
change  So  I  was  the  only  no  vote  on  that 

I  can  t  say  as  I  once  thought  I  could  claim  -  and  Lockyer 
rightfully  corrected  me  and  reminded  me  the  reason  I  voted  no  was 
that  change  on  punitive  damages  -  so  I  can  t  claim  I  voted  because  it 
gave  tobacco  manufacturers  immunity 

But  the  other  bill  by  Campbell  was  attached  to  a  non  germane 
bill  and  I  raised  a  point  of  order  and  I  did  it  about  midnight  By  that 
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time  a  couple  of  senators  had  gone  home  A1  Alquist  had  gone  home 
[Senator  Newton  R  ]  Newt  Russell  had  gone  home  Newt  Russell  used 
to  be  called  by  Jim  Nielsen  the  conscience  of  the  Senate  following 
rules  on  procedure  And  I  think  a  third  senator  had  gone  home  I 
raised  the  objection  Lockyer  was  carrying  the  water  for  that  bill  I 
raised  the  point  of  order  and  that  required  a  ruling  by  the  Senate  Rules 
Committee  It  was  chaired  by  Roberti  and  it  had  Mello  and  it  had 
[Senator]  Bill  Craven  Bill  Craven  was  one  Republican  I  think 
[Senator]  Bob  Beverly  was  the  other  I  can  t  remember  who  the  third 
Democrat  was  now  It  was  Mello  and  Roberti  Oh  Ruben  -  no  it 
wasn  t  [Senator]  Ruben  Ayala  Well  whoever  it  was 

So  they  met  off  the  floor  in  the  committee  room  on  the  third 
floor  off  the  Senate  Chambers  floor  and  they  brought  over  Bion 
Gregory  Legislative  Counsel  They  asked  Bion  Gregory  for  an 
opinion  and  Bion  Gregory  is  an  honest  lawyer  He  said  that  the 
amendment  was  not  germane  And  so  then  I  argued  it  Lockyer 
argued  against  me  Now  the  Rules  Committee  votes  and  Mello  made 
a  speech  about  how  he  was  sent  here  to  fix  problems  and  not  depend 
on  legal  niceties  So  they  voted  three  to  two  that  it  was  germane  And 
it  came  back  out  to  the  floor  and  I  made  another  rousing  speech 
[Senator]  Leroy  [F  ]  Greene  stood  up  and  spoke  too  - 1  thought  he  was 
almost  in  tears  -  as  to  how  the  rules  were  being  violated 

Well  there  were  twelve  of  us  I  think,  who  voted  against  that 
bill  Most  of  them  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  germane  I 
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remember  [Senator]  Bob  [Robert]  Presley  voted  agamst  it  He  was  a 
respected  figure  and  he  had  a  fair  amount  of  power  and  Leroy  did 
And  I  remember  when  I  got  home  I  sat  down  and  wrote  every  one  of 
them  a  letter  by  hand  thanking  them  and  extolling  their  adherence  to 
principle  I  was  still  naive  It  was  1987 

I  remember  they  had  to  send  the  sergeant  at  arms  over  and  bnng 
A1  Alquist  back  to  vote  because  they  needed  a  two  thirds  vote  on  it 
too  for  some  reason  They  needed  twenty  seven  and  they  didn  t  have 
twenty  seven  votes  They  had  a  majority  vote  but  they  didn  t  have 
twenty  seven  So  they  brought  him  back  and  they  brought  Newt 
Russell  back  I  remember  Newt  standing  up  and  saying  because  he  s 
the  conscience  of  the  Senate  saying  This  is  not  a  perfect  bill  and 
I  m  not  a  perfect  man  and  then  he  voted  for  the  bill 
Did  they  want  a  two  thirds  so  there  wouldn  t  be  a  referendum  on  it  or 
that  sort  of  thing? 

It  was  an  urgency  bill  probably  It  had  to  take  effect  right  away  as  part 
of  some  other  deal 

There  was  a  third  person  they  had  to  bnng  back  But  anyway  by 
that  time  it  was  about  3  30  in  the  morning  Everyone  s  exhausted  I 
go  down  to  the  garage  and  there  s  Lockyer  He  just  looked  at  me  and 
he  said  something  to  the  effect  You  just  dnve  me  crazy 
[Laughter  ]  And  he  and  I  had  known  each  other  since  about  72  or 
something  since  he  was  first  elected 
Do  you  want  to  stop  there? 
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KOPP  Yes  I  think  we  should 

[End  of  Tape  14  Side  A] 
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Session  6  September  22  2001 

[Begin  Tape  15  Side  A] 

SENEY  Talk  about  the  Super  Bowl  I  guess  it  was  the  1985  Super  Bowl  was 
it*? 

KOPP  Y es  That  began  with  the  flight  home  from  Detroit  after  the  1 982 

Super  Bowl  and  that  followed  the  1981  football  season  for  the  49ers 
Parenthetically  I  ve  been  a  season  ticket  holder  at  the  49er  games  - 1 
have  four  tickets  that  are  about  the  forty  five  fifty  yard  line  - 
probably  smce  about  1972  or  1973  The  49ers  won  the  National 
Football  Conference  Championship  by  defeating  Dallas  at  San 
Francisco  so  everybody  was  very  excited  That  put  the  49ers  in  the 
Super  Bowl  against  the  Cincinnati  Bengals  The  game  was  at  the 
Silverdome  in  Detroit  toward  the  end  of  January  of  1982 

Mara  and  I  went  to  the  Super  Bowl  on  one  of  the  three  planes 
that  the  49ers  had  chartered  I  d  come  to  know  Eddie  DeBartolo 
shortly  after  he  bought  the  49ers  about  1977  or  1978  As  a  matter  of 
fact  in  1980  in  January  after  I  lost  the  election  for  mayor  I  my  son 
Bradley  and  I  were  at  the  Super  Bowl  at  the  Rose  Bowl  DeBartolo 
had  brought  my  son  and  me  in  fact  he  picked  us  up  in  a  limousine 
and  took  us  to  the  commissioner  s  party  which  is  traditionally  the 
Friday  night  before  the  game 

I  was  mcluded  in  the  49ers  guest  list  to  fly  with  one  of  the  three 
planes  in  1982  One  plane  took  the  team  and  coaches  and  then  two 
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other  planes  took  people  who  were  close  to  the  team  So  we  were  on 
it  We  went  to  the  game  and  we  had  a  marvelous  time  in  difficult 
winter  conditions  with  snow  and  temperatures  about  ten  degrees 
above  zero 

SENEY  It  must  have  felt  like  home  in  New  Y ork 

KOPP  Home  in  Syracuse  yes  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  had  additional  tickets 

for  two  friends  of  mine  who  I  d  grown  up  with  in  Syracuse  -  Warren 
Frank  and  Janice  Frank  -  who  flew  to  Detroit  from  Syracuse  Because 
of  the  weather  they  had  to  fly  first  to  Atlanta  and  then  another  plane 
so  they  didn  t  arrive  until  Saturday  We  were  there  as  of  Thursday 
night 

On  the  flight  home  we  were  on  a  plane  with  Ken  Flower  who 
was  then  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  49ers  I  think  it  was  kind  of 
public  relations/community  relations  Ken  was  a  famous  high  school 
basketball  player  in  San  Francisco  at  Lowell  High  School  and  then  he 
had  been  an  All  American  at  the  University  of  Southern  California 
[He]  graduated  about  1952  or  1953  We  were  particularly  friendly  and 
still  are  He  was  sitting  across  the  aisle  from  me 

Now  the  background  is  about  a  year  before  -  or  maybe  it  was 
after  the  1980  Super  Bowl  maybe  it  was  in  1980  - 1  had  introduced 
the  idea  of  a  Super  Bowl  at  Stanford  Stadium  [after  a  sports  writer 
interviewed  me  about  why  San  Francisco  had  never  hosted  a  Super 
Bowl  ]16  and  I  had  contacted  the  then  athletic  director  at  Stanford 

16  Clarification  provided  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Andy  Geiger  and  talked  to  him  about  the  possibility  I  think  I  had 
done  this  after  talking  with  Ken  Flower  about  the  possibility  and 
learning  that  the  NFL  required  a  stadium  which  seated  at  least  80  000 
people  among  other  requirements  so  that  logically  pointed  to 
Stanford  Stadium 

Andy  Geiger  had  grown  up  in  Syracuse  but  he  was  about  ten 
years  younger  than  I  We  had  Syracuse  in  common  and  we  also  had 
attended  the  same  junior  high  school  -  Lincoln  Junior  High  His 
father  was  a  doctor  and  he  lived  on  James  Street  which  was  m  the 
same  general  neighborhood  maybe  twelve  fifteen  blocks  from 
Lincoln  Park  Drive  where  I  had  lived  when  I  attended  Lmcoln  School 
and  Lincoln  Junior  High  Andy  had  gone  to  Syracuse  University  and 
also  had  coached  freshmen  crew  one  year  at  Dartmouth  So  we  had  a 
good  deal  in  common 

He  responded  that  he  talked  to  the  administration,  and  Stanford 
wouldn  t  permit  it  because  Stanford  was  afraid  of  losing  its  nonprofit 
status  if  it  used  its  facility  for  a  commercial  enterprise 

Now  it  s  January  1982  and  I  m  on  the  plane  Ken  Flower  is 
sitting  opposite  and  we  started  talking  about  the  Super  Bowl  He  said 
Why  don  t  you  try  it  again  with  Stanford*?  So  I  did  I  called  Andy 
Stanford  had  a  new  president  The  new  president  was  Donald 
Kennedy  In  short,  Andy  replied  a  couple  of  days  later  that  it  was  a 
possibility  Apparently  Stanford  had  obtained  an  informal  opinion 
from  the  assessor  of  Santa  Clara  County  that  the  law  allows  a  minimal 
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use  of  a  nonprofit  facility  for  a  commercial  purpose  without  losing  the 
tax  exempt  status  exempting  Stanford  from  property  taxation 

So  that  began  the  effort  and  I  formed  a  committee  I  dubbed  it 
the  Bay  Area  Super  Bowl  Task  Force  I  called  county  supervisors  in 
San  Mateo  Alameda  Contra  Costa  and  asked  them  to  join  the 
committee  I  called  of  course  the  San  Francisco  Convention  and 
Visitors  Bureau  the  Oakland  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  and  the 
San  Jose  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  I  called  the  mayor  of  Palo 
Alto  Larry  Klein  and  I  collected  about  twenty  twenty  one  people 
Feinstem  didn  t  interfere  [She]  probably  had  little  interest  or 
had  less  interest  certainly  than  I  did  in  the  possibility  But  in  any 
event,  I  collected  a  group  of  about — 

Would  you  have  expected  her  to  interfere  by  the  way7  Or  maybe 
assert  herself7 

Well,  usually  if  I  initiated  any  kind  of  effort  just  as  she  had  done  on 
the  board  of  supervisors  she  would  try  to  co  opt  it  So  there  was 
always  that  possibility  As  a  matter  of  fact,  her  chief  of  staff  or  her 
executive  secretary  under  the  charter  was  Hadley  Roff  I  think  he 
attended  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee  I  think  he  assigned 
somebody  from  the  mayor  s  office  So  she  didn  t  get  in  the  way 
We  put  together  a  bid  and  it  was  for  Super  Bowl  XIX  which 
was  January  1 985  I  can  t  remember  the  exact  time  that  we  presented 
I  think  there  was  one  pre  bid  meeting  with  NFL  staff  We  went  to 
New  York  m  early  June  It  s  hazy  in  my  memory  but  we  were  at  the 
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NFL  offices  and  I  think  we  laid  out  for  the  NFL  staff  what  would  be 
involved  We  had  all  the  hotel  rooms  Hotel  rooms  were  very 
important  We  had  Stanford  Stadium  Stanford  Stadium  needed 
lights  and  eventually  that  was  assumed  by  the  NFL  itself  But  the 
actual  bid  presentation  I  think  maybe  the  bid  presentation  was  made  in 
June  in  New  York  I  have  a  faint  memory  of  that  And  then  the 
decision  would  be  made  at  the  next  meeting  but  the  next  meeting  was 
postponed  And  so  we  or  I  telephoned  various  owners  -  not  every  one 
of  them  -  but  I  telephoned  a  number  of  them 

Maybe  we  had  made  a  presentation  in  Dallas  It  was  in  Dallas 
also  But  there  was  a  period  of  a  postponement  of  about  a  month  or  so 
in  which  I  remember  calling  some  NFL  owners  I  remember  Lamar 
Hunt  of  Kansas  City  was  a  gentleman  I  talked  to  I  called  Don  Shula 
who  was  then  the  coach  of  the  Dolphins  Don  Shula  s  son  Dave  had 
gone  to  Dartmouth  and  had  been  a  close  fnend  and  roommate  of  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Michael  Lempres  who  had  interned  with  me  for 
three  months  in  the  winter  of  1980  after  the  mayor  s  election  in  the 
spnng 

Joe  Robbie  was  the  owner  of  the  Miami  Dolphins  I  remember 
calling  Don  Shula  and  introducing  myself  over  the  telephone  and 
making  some  reference  to  Dartmouth  I  m  sure  and  then  asking  him  if 
he  could  talk  to  Robbie  about  voting  for  us  And  I  remember  him 
saying  Well  I  m  the  last  person  who  should  try  to  persuade  him 
because  apparently  they  weren  t  getting  along  at  the  time 
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In  any  event  we  went  to  I  guess  it  was  New  York  -  George 
Kirkland  was  the  head  of  the  [San  Francisco]  Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau  -  Andy  Geiger  of  Stanford  and  me,  and  maybe  one  or  two 
other  people  from  our  Bay  Area  Super  Bowl  Task  Force  It  couldn  t 
have  been  more  than  four  or  five  of  us 

Apparently  Feinstein  was  there  and  Wayne  Walker  the  sports  reporter 

No  she  wasn  t  there  I  m  pretty  sure  it  was  in  Dallas  I  m  pretty  sure 

it  was  in  Dallas  that  this  occurred 

They  must  have  this  wrong  then  this  one  paragraph 

[Reading  article  ]  Gee  whiz  No  it  s  not  wrong  My  memory  is 

wrong  Yes  she  was  at  the  presentation  Andy  Geiger  That  s  right 

Wayne  Walker  narrated  it  [Continues  reading  article  ] 

No  that  was  the  presentation  in  New  York  I  m  right  On 
June  2  1982  we  made  the  presentation  and  Feinstein  was  a  part  of  it 
She  opened  and  she  was  good  Andy  Geiger  was  good  Then  we  had 
the  film  with  Wayne  Walker  narrating  who  now  has  retired  and  lives 
in  Idaho  And  then  they  postponed  the  decision  -  that  s  right  - 
because  of  the  players  strike  It  says  here  it  was  postponed  to 
October  to  November 
I  m  looking  for  a  reference  to  Pete  Roselle 

Yes  but  there  was  a  time  [reading  article]  -  kept  delaying  from  June 
to  October  to  November,  to  December  I  think  it  was  then  in 
December  Yes  December  14th  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  in  Dallas  I 
remember 
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KOPP  I  remember  because  we  were  in  I  think  a  space  that  was  underneath 

the  lobby  In  other  words  it  would  be  a  kind  of  mezzanine  but  one 
floor  under  It  took  a  long  time  because  we  got  there  in  the  morning  I 
have  a  college  and  law  school  classmate  in  Dallas  Henry  Exall  and  I 
think  I  had  lunch  with  Henry  that  day  and  we  came  back  after  lunch 
And  then  I  think  the  owners  went  in  to  the  meeting  -  it  must  have  been 
a  couple  of  hours  -  and  they  came  out  Andy  Geiger  must  have  been 
close  to  that  room  they  came  out  of  They  started  up  the  stairs  to  a 
room  in  which  Roselle  would  conduct  a  press  conference  -  Pete 
Roselle  was  the  NFL  commissioner  -  and  announce  the  decision  I 
remember  Andy  looking  at  me  and  saying  You  re  going  to  like  this 
And  I  still  don  t  know  he  must  have  talked  to  one  of  the  owners  or 
something  or  one  of  the  owners  must  have  whispered  to  him  And 
that  s  how  it  was  announced 

So  that  was  m  December  of  1982  The  game  was  1985  and  so 
then  I  expanded  the  committee  Towards  the  end  of  1984  Walter 
Shorenstem  gave  us  office  space  in  his  building  the  Merchants 
Exchange  Building  at  465  California  which  he  used  to  own  He  later 
sold  it  to  Clint  Reilly 

Delia  Schletter  had  been  my  aide  at  the  board  of  supervisors  after 


1 980  Oh  80  81  She  d  been  my  aide  for  two  or  three  or  four  years 
Then  she  went  to  law  school  She  had  three  children  So  she  must 
have  been  going  to  law  school  m  her  forties  She  finished  law  school 
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and  she  had  time  either  before  the  bar  examination  or  waiting  for  the 
results  so  I  asked  her  if  she  d  be  the  executive  director  So  she  did 
and  she  ran  that  office  We  had  tons  of  volunteers  We  had  a  budget 
of  about  $  175  000  That  s  how  cheaply  we  did  that  on 

The  lighting  was  needed  The  NFL  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
lighting  which  was  about  $100  000  The  NFL  paid  for  some 
improvements  for  people  in  wheelchairs  Stanford  needed  some 
improvements  and  Stanford  raised  money  Stanford  used  it  as  a 
device  to  raise  money  and  raised,  I  think  at  least  a  million  dollars 
maybe  more  which  went  into  some  permanent  improvements  It  was 
almost  the  last  venue  for  the  Super  Bowl  which  didn  t  have  boxes  for 
the  owners  because  after  that  the  owners  who  of  course  are  so  used 
to  lavishness  demanded  that  the  venue  had  boxes  Stanford  of 
course  was  bench  seating  so  they  didn  t  like  that 

But  it  was  fun  It  was  a  remarkable  event  and  as  time  grew 
closer  then  it  became  more  exciting  And  then  the  49ers  were  on  their 
way  with  Joe  Montana  to  win  the  National  Football  Conference  which 
they  did  and  they  wound  up  playing  the  Miami  Dolphins 

We  had  or  I  had  or  the  committee  had  incorporated  Santa  Clara 
San  Jose  Alameda  County  Oakland  San  Mateo  County  and  San 
Francisco  We  had  more  than  one  headquarters  The  49ers  hotel 
headquarters  was  in  San  Mateo  County  The  Miami  Dolphins 
headquarters  was  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  in  Oakland  Stanford  of 
course  was  in  Santa  Clara  County  Palo  Alto  was  cooperative  We 
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had  the  chief  of  police  of  Palo  Alto  We  had  the  chief  of  the  Stanford 
police  who  participated  fully  It  was  a  good  four  county  effort  Gee 
it  really  was  good 

SENEY  Pretty  smooth  or  did  you  have  a  lot  of  problems9 

KOPP  I  think  it  was  pretty  smooth  There  were  problems  on  game  day 

which  weren  t  major  They  were  annoying  for  people  and  I  m  sure 
awkward  for  people  But  that  was  because  limousines  were  allowed  to 
go  within  the  perimeter  or  around  Stanford  Stadium  and  that  was  a 
mistake  because  they  couldn  t  get  out  after  they  unloaded  They  took 
up  space  as  people  were  walking  to  their  seats  so  there  was  a 
pedestrian  jam  There  was  pedestrian  congestion  around  the  stadium 
That  was  really  the  only  glitch 

It  was  a  huge  money  maker  for  the  hospitality  industry  We 
hired  somebody  to  do  a  so  called  economic  study  afterwards  for  what 
it  s  worth  That  economist  estimated  about  $118  million  of  spending 
over  and  above  what  ordinarily  would  have  been  spent  January  was 
not  a  busy  month  for  the  hotels  so  it  filled  the  hotels 

Super  Bowl  week  was  wonderful  for  me  I  had  college  friends 
who  came  We  spent  the  whole  week  together  at  various  places  The 
Hyatt  Regency  was  in  San  Francisco  it  was  the  NFL  headquarters  the 
press  headquarters  so  you  had  it  distributed  The  commissioner  s 
party  was  at  the  Moscone  Convention  Center  Friday  night  We  had  a 
party  Saturday  Maybe  it  wasn  t  Saturday  I  can  t  remember  when  it 
was  Maybe  it  was  Thursday  at  city  hall  in  the  rotunda  Feinstein  and 


381 


I  presided  I  gave  her  a  kiss  on  the  cheek  which,  of  course  created  a 
buzz  [Laughter  ] 

I  d  been  to  Super  Bowls  before  because  after  we  were  awarded 
the  bid  then  I  went  to  each  Super  Bowl  I  went  to  the  83  Super  Bowl 
and  the  84  Super  Bowl  The  83  Super  Bowl  was  again  at  the 
Rosebowl  but  now  I  went  with  more  of  a  focus  concentrating  on 
arrangements  of  one  kind  or  another  And  then  in  1984  I  spent  the 
whole  week  in  Tampa  Bay  in  Tampa  before  that  Super  Bowl  and 
kind  of  walked  through  it  with  the  host  committee  m  Tampa  and 
became  very  friendly  with  the  chairman  who  had  a  daughter  who  went 
to  Dartmouth  He  was  a  University  of  Florida  man  So  it  was  a 
wonderful  exciting  week 

My  mother  made  a  remark  that  was  prescient  Back  in  82  when 
I  told  her  what  I  was  doing  she  said  What  would  you  want  to  do  that 
for?  And  I  said  What  are  you  talking  about?  It  combines  sports 
football  which  you  know  I  love  and  the  ability  to  organize  an  effort 
And  she  said  You  will  have  so  many  people  mad  at  you  because  they 
can  t  get  tickets  and  she  was  right 

Frank  Alioto  called  literally  two  days  before  the  game  for  tickets 
and  I  didn  t  have  any  tickets  left  Frank  Alioto  was  a  supporter  of 
mine  He  s  Joe  Alioto  s  cousin  -  Alioto  s  at  the  Wharf  [He]  was  mad 
at  me  for  months  months  over  that  In  fact  Saturday  afternoon  the 
day  before  the  game  I  played  tennis  at  the  Cal  Tennis  Club  and 
somebody  called  me  and  said  they  had  more  tickets  they  had  two 
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tickets  or  something  and  I  called  Frank  to  tell  him  I  had  two  tickets 
and  he  rejected  it  It  wasn  t  enough  Whatever  he  wanted  he  wanted 
six  or  four  [Laughter  ] 

One  of  my  best  friends  Pete  Annuzzi  called  me  the  day  before 
the  game  for  tickets  A  long  time  client  such  a  friend  and  supporter 
over  the  years  and  I  had  no  tickets 

What  happened  was  the  Miami  team  came  in  on  Sunday  the 
week  before  the  game  Sol  went  over  to  the  hotel  as  part  of  my 
obligations  to  welcome  Mr  Robbie  and  it  turned  out  that  Miami  had 
been  allocated  approximately  10  000  tickets  but  Miami  fans  were  not 
using  all  the  tickets  So  Joe  Robbie  I  think  he  must  have  had  500 
tickets  unsold,  with  him  I  ve  forgotten  how  I  discovered  it  -  he  may 
have  mentioned  it  to  me  -  but  I  would  go  over  there  almost  every  other 
night  with  new  orders  -  people  would  call  me  -  to  buy  tickets  from 
him1  [Laughter  ]  I  d  write  him  a  check  and  he  d  have  six  tickets  I  d 
buy  eight  tickets  I  d  buy  ten  tickets  In  other  words  I  was  allocated 
so  many  tickets  but  then  I  distributed  them  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  and  other  places  so  I  had  accounted  for  all  the  tickets  I  had 
been  directly  allocated  I  was  buying  tickets  from  Joe  Robbie  every 
other  night 

The  day  of  the  game  was  exciting  There  are  a  couple  of  things  I 
would  do  differently  One  was  that  I  didn  t  take  my  own  tickets  I  ve 
forgotten  how  many  were  in  my  party  -  four  or  six  My  nephew  came 
up  He  worked  as  a  volunteer  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  the  office  I 
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know  I  had  my  son  Bradley  My  son  Shep  was  at  Dartmouth  and 
couldn  t  take  time  to  come  back  for  it  My  daughter  wasn  t  interested 
But  I  had  my  son  Brad  and  I  ve  forgotten  who  else  was  sitting  with 
Mara  and  me  Instead  of  being  on  the  fifty  yard  line  I  said  I  will  give 
those  tickets  to  other  members  of  the  task  force  I  took  tickets  which 
were  on  the  twenty  but  the  tickets  were  also  near  an  aisle  that  was 
accessible  to  the  press  box  I  thought  if  I  sat  in  the  aisle  I  d  be 
available  to  the  press  if  anybody  had  any  questions  So  they  weren  t 
fifty  yard  lme  seats  I  d  do  it  differently  I  d  sit  on  the  fifty  myself 
this  time 

And  secondly  the  post  -  well  the  pre  game  parties  were  just 
swell  Of  course  we  were  m  charge  of  allocating  the  tents  and  I  had  a 
chairman  who  loved  this  He  was  a  radio  man  He  sold  space  for 
radio  time  and  he  loved  this  He  loved  sports  Tom  Martz  was  his 
name  But  after  the  game  we  missed  out  on  the  best  post  game  party 
And  then  we  couldn  t  find  our  car 

I  know  what  happened  I  took  the  train  down  as  an  example  to 
other  people  because  we  emphasized  use  of  the  tram  So  I  took  the 
tram  down  which  I  enjoyed  doing  anyway  But  I  had  a  driver  a 
friend  of  mine  who  was  a  police  inspector  Chris  Sullivan  who  had 
said  to  me  Why  don  t  you  ask  the  chief  of  police  if  I  can  be  assigned 
to  you  for  the  week  before  the  game7  And  I  did  The  chief  was  Con 
Murphy  and  Con  Murphy  said  Sure  fine  So  he  assigned  Chris 
Sullivan  And  Chris  Sullivan  parked  the  car  He  drove  down  himself 
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or  he  drove  down  actually  with  his  lady  friend  and  then  we  met 
wherever  we  met  But  then  he  couldn  t  find  the  car  So  there  was  a 
49er  party  - 1  ve  forgotten  where  it  was  It  was  at  Atherton  or 
someplace  on  the  peninsula  and  we  never  got  to  that  party  in  a  timely 
way  because  Chris  couldn  t  find  the  car 

So  it  was  a  very  salutary  experience  which  everybody  enjoyed 
SENEY  It  sounds  like  you  regarded  it  as  a  success 
KOPP  Yes  It  was  certainly  a  success  Although  the  league  changed  its 

policy  in  a  couple  of  ways  after  that  In  87  we  made  another  bid  We 
made  another  bid  m  Washington  We  made  a  presentation  in 
Washington  Washington  or  New  York  This  time  Feinstem  became 
very  involved  and  she  sent  one  of  her  aides  She  wanted  it  played  at 
Candlestick  Park  and  I  was  for  Stanford  Stadium  But  by  this  time 
two  things  had  happened  One  these  owners  wanted  only  a  stadium 
with  boxes  and  number  two  the  worm  turned  so  that  they  demanded 
money  from  you  as  part  of  a  bid  from  the  city  I  certainly  wasn  t 
going  to  put  up  money  and  I  wasn  t  gomg  to  allow  the  taxpayers  to 
put  up  money  And  boy  a  couple  of  those  owners  really  went  after  her 
aide  when  the  aide  made  the  presentation 

So  the  strategy  evolved  that  we  would  offer  two  venues  either 
Candlestick  or  Stanford  You  select  one  So  that  meant  that  the 
owners  would  have  boxes  at  Candlestick  by  the  time  the  game  would 
be  played  I  ve  forgotten  which  game  it  was  for  Those  owners  began 
interrogating  her  aide  as  to  how  much  money  the  city  would  put  up  to 
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be  awarded  the  game  They  didn  t  bother  me  because  they  considered 
Stanford  [a  non  profit  entity  ] 17 
[End  of  Tape  15  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  15  Side  B] 

KOPP  They  made  the  decision  in  Hawaii  m  early  1987  I  was  in  the  Senate 

already  I  was  m  the  Senate  by  that  time  I  remember  flying  to  Maui 
when  they  made  the  decision  They  wanted  something  like  $2  million 
by  that  time  Of  course  I  attributed  it  to  Feinstem  demanding  that 
Candlestick  be  a  part  of  the  bid  If  only  Stanford  had  been  the  venue  I 
don  t  know  if  it  would  have  made  a  difference  or  not  as  far  as  the 
NFL  demanding  that  they  be  paid  $2  million  or  $  1  million  or  any 
amount  of  money  So  that  was  really  the  end  of  the  Bay  Area  Super 
Bowl  Task  Force  But  it  was  a  successful  Super  Bowl  XIX 
SENEY  Good  Well  why  don  t  we  talk  then  about  Dan  Lungren  and  the  death 
of  Unruh 

KOPP  What  happened  was  Unruh  died  either  in  November  or  December  of 

1987  Under  the  Constitution  that  gave  the  governor  George 
Deukmejian  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor  treasurer  Sometime  I 
think  in  December  before  Christmas,  he  announced  that  he  was 
appointing  Dan  Lungren  who  was  a  congressman  from  Long  Beach  I 
didn  t  know  him 

Allan  Zaremberg  was  one  of  Deukmejian  s  chief  aides  One  day 
Allan  Zaremberg  called  me  up  m  December  of  1987  and  told  me  that 


17  Clarification  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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he  wanted  me  to  meet  Dan  Lungren  and  would  I  be  in  Sacramento7  I 
said  No  He  said  We  11  come  down  to  San  Francisco  and  I  said 
Fine  So  he  did 

SENEY  The  Legislature  wouldn  t  have  been  in  session  then 

KOPP  Right  And  I  said  Why  don  t  you  meet  me  at  the  law  office7 

Otherwise  you  d  have  to  come  to  South  City  rather  than  come  to 
downtown  San  Francisco  He  said  Fine 

So  we  met  They  came  over  to  my  law  office  and  we  talked  I 
liked  Lungren  So  I  said  to  him  Sure  fine  As  far  as  I  could  see 
there  was  no  problem  involving  to  confirm  him  which  later  became  a 
lesson  It  depends  how  people  want  to  function  in  politics  I  didn  t 
know  much  about  Lungren  except  he  appeared  to  be  bright  and  he 
was  certainly  congenial  He  was  honest 

Unruh  had  been  a  Papan  supporter  incidentally  a  pronounced 
Papan  supporter  and  had  raised  a  good  deal  amount  of  money  for 
Papan  and  had  also  raised  it  by  threatening  banks  including  the  Bank 
of  America  that  if  they  didn  t  contribute  to  Papan  they  would  suffer 
the  consequences  with  underwritings  of  state  issued  bonds 
SENEY  How  would  you  hear  about  something  like  that7 
KOPP  I  heard  about  it  from  a  friend  of  mine  Fred  Martin  ^  who  was  vice 

president  of  the  Bank  of  America  m  charge  nationally  of 
governmental  relations 

1  ^  During  a  break  in  the  interview  Judge  Kopp  spoke  with  Mr  Martin  by  phone  This  quote  appears  below  in  the 
body  of  the  manuscript  and  is  repeated  here  by  was  of  clancation  Fred  Martin  corrects  me  that  in  1986  he  wasn  t 
threatened  by  Unruh  over  the  Papan  race  He  had  been  threatened  by  Larry  Margohs  in  1983  before  Fred  moved  to 
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Maybe  the  man  who  was  threatened  directly  by  Unruh9 
No  he  wasn  t  threatened  because  he  wasn  t  an  underwriter  but  people 
who  were  in  the  mix  knew  and  that  s  the  way  Jesse  was 
So  I  understand 

I  d  known  Jesse  since  -  gosh  we  started  the  San  Francisco  Democratic 
Association  meaning  Leo  McCarthy  Ron  Pelosi  Jack  Ertola  and  me 
It  was  mostly  Ron  Pelosi  and  me  He  had  been  the  speaker  at  an  event 
we  had  a  dinner  at  Bimbo  s  He  was  a  Scoop  Jackson  supporter  in 
1976  and  he  had  visited  me  at  my  law  office  In  fact  he  had  advised 
me  because  Jerry  Brown  was  running  for  President  for  the 
nomination  too  and  he  said  Look  Why  don  t  you  go  ahead9  Brown 
wants  to  make  you  a  delegate  or  an  alternate  delegate  Do  that  and 
don  t  worry  about  being  a  delegate  for  Scoop  at  this  point  until  we  see 
if  the  campaign  has  some  strength  He  knew  that  because  the  1 976 
run  by  Scoop  was  not  as  strong  a  run  as  in  1972 

So  anyway  1986  Jesse  did  what  he  could  for  Lou  Papan  Now 
he  s  gone  Lungren  I  figured  from  my  standpoint  is  better  than 
Unruh  in  the  sense  that  he  11  be  open  and  aboveboard  not  as 
manipulative  as  Unruh 

So  now  it  gets  around  to  January  February  March  Unruh  had 
an  assistant  that  lady  who  was  the  acting  treasurer  during  that  period 


Washington  as  the  national  governmental  relations  vice  president  for  the  Bank  of  America  that  if  the  Bank  of 
America  didn  t  play  ball  with  Unruh  and  Unruh  s  candidates  it  would  see  fewer  underwriting  contracts  -  along 
those  lines 
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of  time  And  then  it  came  time  for  the  Senate  to  consider 
confirmation 

SENEY  Were  you  aware  by  the  way  that  Senator  Maddy  was  being 
considered  for  the  position‘d 

KOPP  No  No  Later  Ken  told  me  and  I  can  t  remember  the  whole  story 

that  Ken  was  under  consideration  and  Ken  wanted  it  would  have  taken 
it  and  would  have  been  confirmed  Who  knows9  Maybe  he  would 
have  been  the  Republican  candidate  for  governor  instead  of  Pete 
Wilson  because  Pete  Wilson  was  happy  as  a  U  S  senator  from  what  I 
understand  Although  I  think  Pete  liked  being  an  executive  He  d 
been  mayor  of  San  Diego  for  twelve  or  so  years  But  it  could  have 
changed  the  course  of  history  but  I  guess  Deukmejian  s  relationship 
with  the  Lungren  family  m  Long  Beach  led  him  away  from  Ken 
So  Lungren  now  is  coming  up  for  confirmation  I  can  t 
remember  when  it  started  but  all  of  a  sudden  it  became  important  to 
the  Democrats  to  defeat  Lungren  to  defeat  the  confirmation  I  hadn  t 
talked  with  anybody  probably  since  that  December  meeting  with 
Lungren  and  with  Allan  Zaremberg  Somewhere  m  there,  my  then 
chief  of  staff  Mr  Davis  began  talking  with  Cliff  Berg  and  started 
manipulating  and  trying  to  arrange  a  deal  for  me  to  vote  against 
confirmation 

Were  you  aware  by  the  way  that  the  Democratic  strategy  was  to  kill 
Lungren  s  nommaton  m  the  Senate  rather  than  the  Assembly9 
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No  I  wasn  t  But  I  remember  of  course  that  Willie  Brown  took 
credit  for  being  true  to  his  word  that  Lungren  would  be  confirmed  by 
the  Assembly  That  sounds  like  a  typical  Willie  Brown  stratagem 
knowing  that  it  would  be  killed  in  the  Senate 

So  then  somewhere  in  that  week  -  it  started  only  about  a  week 
or  a  week  and  a  half  before  the  confirmation  vote  -  suddenly  the 
Democrats  start  working  on  me  to  change  my  vote  Barry  Keene  and 
Bill  Lockyer  asked  me  to  meet  with  them  over  in  Keene  s  office 
Keene  was  the  majority  leader  so  he  had  the  large  majority  leader  s 
office  on  the  west  side  of  the  Senate  Chambers  I  said  Well  what 
can  I  do?  I  told  this  fellow  I  d  vote  to  confirm  him 

There  is  a  fellow  now  dead  by  the  name  of  David  Commons 
David  Commons  was  in  his  early  seventies  and  he  had  been 
supposedly  a  Hollywood  screenwriter  He  knew  a  screenwriter  cousin 
of  mine  Dick  Collins  Not  a  cousm  by  blood  but  mamed  my  blood 
cousin  Julie  Dick  Collins  had  been  a  part  of  the  Hollywood  10  He 
wasn  t  one  of  the  ten  but  he  was  in  the  next  group  David  Commons 
had  affixed  himself  to  Roberti  without  portfolio  Then  he  affixed 
himself  to  me  to  a  certain  extent  and  he  d  come  in  and  he  d  talk  and 
this  and  that  He  came  in  and  talked  to  me 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had  a  story  about  Maddy  He  said  If  you 
vote  to  confirm  Lungren,  you  II  make  an  enemy  of  Ken  Maddy  for 
life  Well  maybe  I  did  know  that  Ken  Maddy  wanted  to  be  treasurer 
at  that  point  I  looked  at  him  and  I  said  What  are  you  talking 
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about9  I  think  Commons  said  that  Maddy  wanted  to  be  treasurer 
His  other  punch  was  Why  would  you  vote  for  Lungren9  What  have 
you  been  promised  the  court  of  appeal  by  Deukmejian9  I  said  No 
I  said  The  guy  came  into  my  office  He  seemed  like  a  fine  fellow 
and  I  told  them 

But  a  major  part  of  it  was  Davis  because  Davis  and  Cliff  Berg 
had  put  together  a  deal  that  I  would  become  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Transportation  Committee  They  sold  that  to  me,  in  effect  I  now  had 
to  extricate  myself  and  it  was  probably  about  the  second  most 
uncomfortable  week  I  had  in  politics 

What  really  set  me  back  was  Lungren  had  cast  some  vote  against 
reparations  for  Japanese  Americans  I  had  a  close  relationship  with  the 
Japanese  community  Peggy  Ikezoe  had  been  my  legal  secretary  back 
in  1962  I  was  in  the  Golden  Gate  Optimist  Club  as  part  of  civic 
organizations  which  is  Japanese  There  are  only  about  four 
Caucasians  in  the  whole  club  I  remember  calling  not  Norm 
[Congressman  Norman  Y  ]  Mineta  but  I  called  Bob  [Congressman 
Robert  T  ]  Matsui  and  Bob  Matsui  thought  Lungren  was  a  fine  fellow 
So  that  was  one  source  of  opposition  -  Japanese  Americans 
SENEY  Well,  a  busload  of  Japanese  Americans  came  to  Sacramento  did  they 
not9 

They  may  have  I  don  t  remember  I  remember  the  Japanese 
Americans  were  opposed  and  I  thought  I  d  obtain  some  succor  from 
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Bob  Matsui  and  just  the  opposite  he  said  I  think  he  s  a  decent  fellow 
We  disagree  on  this  issue 

Another  source  was  something  about  small  businesses  and 
another  source  of  opposition  was  seniors  or  something  of  that  sort 
and  I  called  a  couple  of  organizations  Deukmejian  was  out  of  town 
and  I  remember  calling  him  and  saying  I  wanted  some  more 
information  about  Lungren  s  record  on  these  issues  He  called  me 
back  from  Washington  and  said  We  11  provide  it  to  you  It  was 
voting  records  or  something  along  that  line 

In  any  event  I  eventually  decided  1 11  vote  against  confirmation 
And  it  must  have  been  gee  whiz  a  day  before  that  vote  or  maybe  the 
morning  of  the  vote  I  said  I  ve  got  to  tell  the  governor  And  Davis 
said  No  What  do  you  want  to  tell  him  for7  I  said  It  s  the  decent 
thing  to  do  So  I  called  up  and  said  I  want  to  come  down  and  see 
the  governor  Davis  walked  down  with  me  and  he  stayed  in  the 
waiting  room 

I  went  m  to  see  George  Deukmejian  who  had  Marvin  Baxter 
Marvin  was  the  appointment  secretary  a  lawyer  now  on  the  California 
Supreme  Court  We  had  not  many  meetings  but  we  were  cordial  In 
fact  Marvin  had  asked  me  in  1 987  about  one  or  two  candidates  for 
judgeships  in  San  Mateo  County  In  other  words  running  them  by  me 
which  I  liked  very  much  It  so  happened  I  knew  one  I  didn  t  know 
the  other  I  think  one  of  them  was  Dale  Hahn  who  s  a  colleague  of 
mine  now  who  I  didn  t  know  at  all  But  I  had  that  kind  of  a 
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relationship  with  Marvin  because  he  d  been  president  of  the 
Conference  of  Barristers  of  the  State  Bar  of  California  probably  ten 
years  after  I  I  never  knew  him  as  a  lawyer  from  Fresno  I  d  been 
president  so  we  had  that  fact  in  common 

So  there  was  Marvin  and  there  was  Allan  Zaremberg  and  there 
was  another  fellow  whose  name  alludes  me  now  who  was  the  actual 
chief  of  staff  It  wasn  t  Merksamer  Merksamer  had  left  by  this  time 
which  was  April  1988  It  was  the  fellow  who  succeeded  him  Frost 
Mike  [Michael]  Frost  I  told  the  governor  that  based  upon  constituents 
expressing  opposition  this  group  another  group  and  this  group  that  I 
wasn  t  going  to  vote  to  confirm  When  I  finished  this  nervous  four  or 
five  minute  dissertation  George  looked  at  me  and  he  says  You  re 
kidding  [Laughter  ]  And  I  said  No  I  m  not  kidding  That  was 
really  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  conversation  and  the  meeting 
That  must  have  been  that  morning 

Was  Baxter  his  legal  appointments  secretary  or  all  appointments'? 

I  think  he  was  all  of  them 

I  know  Deukmejian  himself  took  great  interest  in  his  judicial 

appointments 

Yes 

And  almost  acted  as  his  own  legal  appointment  secretary 
I  think  Marvin  had  all  appointments 
Did  he? 

Yes  I  think  he  did 


393 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 


KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


After  you  left  the  office  did  some  lesser  person  Frost  or  someone 
come  to  you  and  say  You  d  better  think  it  over  9 
Somebody  came  outside  the  office  yes  It  may  have  been  Frost 
Because  they  sort  of  indicated  to  you  according  to  press  reports  that 
you  might  as  well  forget  about  Deukmejian  signing  any  of  your  bills 
Oh  yes  It  might  have  been  Mike  who  came  It  wasn  t  Marvin  I 
think  it  was  Zarenberg  who  walked  outside  and  said  something  to  that 
effect  about  you  d  better  think  about  it  whatever 
As  you  know  I  interviewed  the  late  Senator  Maddy  and  we  talked  a 
considerable  amount  about  this  appointment  because  he  had  applied 
for  it  I  was  unaware  -  perhaps  you  re  aware  -  that  he  actually  for 
Deukmejian  filled  out  a  twenty  page  sort  of  questionnaire  about  his 
views  on  finances  and  all  the  rest  of  it  But  I  asked  him  if  he  had 
lobbied  you  and  he  said  he  had  just  spoken  to  you  once  and  said  We 
hope  you  could  do  that  and  you  said  Well  1 11  see  what  I  can  do 
and  that  was  sort  of  where  you  left  it  with  him 
No  here  s  what  happened  He  spoke  up  for  Lungren 
Right  nght  Exactly  Not  for  himself  He  came  to  see  you  on 
Lungren  s  behalf 

That  s  right  Either  he  came  to  see  me  or  I  called  him  after  Commons 
had  come  m  and  planted  this  seed  that  Maddy  would  be  my  enemy  for 
life  if  I  voted  to  confirm  Lungren  I  think  I  called  Ken  I  m  pretty 
sure  I  did  I  wanted  to  hear  what  he  said  He  came  in  and  he  said 
Good  candidate  good  person  He  s  honest  qualified  Do  a  good 
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job  And  he  talked  about  the  votes  there  being  enough  votes  By 
this  time  he  was  the  -  was  he  the  Senate  leader9 
Yes  he  was  by  this  time 

Yes  because  the  Republicans  had  lost  that  Paul  Carpenter  special 
election  That  s  right  And  that  was  the  end  of  Jim  Nielsen  and  that  s 
when  Ken  Maddy  became  the  Senate  minority  leader 

He  did  come  he  did  see  me  and  that  s  what  he  said  and  it  was 
probably  a  six  or  seven  minute  conversation  and  that  was  it  That  s 
nght 

He  said  you  were  noncommittal  and  said  Well  1 11  think  about  it 
Yes  So  then  we  get  on  the  floor  and  then  the  debate  begins  Of 
course  all  the  Republicans  knows  this  so  first  [Senator]  Becky 
[Rebecca  Q  ]  Morgan  comes  over  And  Becky  Morgan — 

Had  given  you  money 

She  d  given  me  $5  000  and  Becky  Morgan  and  I  knew  each  other 
before  she  was — 

Was  she  on  the  Santa  Clara  County  Board  of  Supervisors9 
Yes  but  I  knew  her  before  that  through  that  rogue  Warren  Simmons 
She  and  her  husband  were  friends  of  his  We  met  them  at  Simmons 
house  one  weekend  I  remember  we  played  tennis  with  them  She 
was  on  a  school  board  then  Then  later  she  was  elected  to  the  board  of 
supervisors  So  I  saw  her  a  few  times  after  she  was  a  supervisor  and 
then  of  course  she  was  elected  to  the  Senate  defeating  [Senator] 
Arlen  [F  ]  Gregorio  I  think 
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Sounds  right  yes 

Yes,  she  defeated  Arlen  And  Arlen  and  I  had  been  friends  I  mean 
not  close  friends  Wed  see  each  other  But  we  had  the  same  values  I 
thought  in  politics  when  he  was  a  state  senator  I  d  run  into  him  a 
couple  of  times  And  then  she  had  contributed  at  Jim  Nielsen  s 
request  $5  000  because  she  didn  t  have  a  hard  race  as  I  remember 
As  a  matter  of  fact  I  remember  her  asking  me  how  I  stood  on  abortion, 
and  there  was  some  other  issues  Becky  was  the  only  one  who  would 
ask  about  issues  [Laughter]  And  her  daughter  and  my  son  were 
classmates  at  Dartmouth  So  we  had  that  further  bond 

So  she  came  over  Then  Jim  Nielsen  came  over  naturally  Jim 
wrote  me  a  note  I  should  have  kept  in  which  he  said  something  to  the 
effect  that  Life  will  go  on  It  wasn  t  couched  in  exactly  those  words 
but  he  said  After  the  storm  there  is  peace  and  quiet  and  our  lives  will 
continue 

Were  you  threatened  with  strong  opposition  in  the  1990  election7 
Because  at  some  point  the  Republicans  said  that  they  were  going  to  try 
to  mount  a  strong  challenge  to  you 
I  don  t  remember  being  threatened 

What  did  Senator  Morgan  say  to  you  when  she  came  over7 
I  can  t  remember  Let  s  see  was  there  anyone  else  who  talked  to  me7 
No  I  think  it  was  just  Becky  Morgan 
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Another  person  who  d  contributed  to  me  was  [Senator]  Bill  [H 
L  ]  Richardson  but  he  had  left  the  Senate  by  that  time  He  had  I 
guess  resigned  I  m  trying  to  think  of  who  took  his  place 
I  can  t  remember  offhand 

I  can  t  either  He  was  no  longer  in  the  Senate  Or  maybe  he  was  still 
in  the  Senate  I  think  he  was  Well  I  don  t  know  I  remember  I  voted 
once  on  a  bill  dealing  with  guns  It  was  not  a  gun  regulation  or 
confiscation  bill  but  it  was  something  He  sent  me  a  stinging  note 
I  m  going  to  tell  people  how  you  got  elected  with  my  money 
because  he  d  given  me  $  1 5  000  I  wrote  him  back  what  was  dubbed 
the  courage  letter  saying  Dear  Bill  1 11  vote  the  way  I  think  should 
vote  as  an  Independent,  notwithstanding  your  threats  I  don  t  think  I 
heard  anything  more  I  think  he  must  have  resigned  sometime  after 
that 

So  it  was  a  tumultuous  scene  I  remember  [Senator]  Rose  Ann 
Vuich  who  just  died  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  voting  no  and  she  was 
supposed  to  be  in  the  undecided  column  Wadie  Deddeh  voted  yes 
because  probably  -  probably  -  Wadie  still  thought  he  might  be 
appointed  ambassador  to  Iraq  Ruben  Ayala  voted  yes  Ruben  was 
then  and  was  probably  the  person  I  was  closest  to  in  general  outlook 
on  issues 
It  failed 

But  it  was  very  close 
It  was  close 
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It  was  twenty  one/nineteen 
Could  have  been 
I  think  it  was 

Yes  It  was  twenty  one/mneteen  That  s  right  And  Vuich  and  I  if 
we  had  voted  the  other  way  it  would  have  been  twenty  one/eighteen9 
Yes 

Was  one  office  vacant9 

There  was  a  vacancy  wasn  t  there9  I  think  there  was 
There  may  have  been  a  vacancy  For  a  while  I  d  say  Wait  don  t 
blame  me  It  took  two  of  us  to  defeat  it  Talk  to  Rose  Ann  who  was 
known  as  a  conservative  Democrat  but  apparently  she  and  Deukmejian 
never  got  on 

You  know  Maddy  told  me  that  the  trouble  was  that  she  would  go 
around  saying  what  pals  she  was  with  Deukmejian  and  all  that  because 
it  played  well  in  her  district 
Ohhh 

And  then  she  d  go  the  other  way  Apparently  Deukmejian  -  Maddy 
said  to  him  Call  her  call  her  call  her,  and  he  just  wouldn  t  do  it 
because  he  was  annoyed  with  her  for  this  practice  of  speaking  one 
way  to  his  mind  and  acting  another  way 

The  aftermath  was  also  noteworthy  because  first  the  Democrats  were 
worried  about  a  motion  for  reconsideration  so  we  had  to  stay  on  the 
floor  And  then  I  m  trying  to  think  of  the  fellow  s  name  If  I  see  him 
1 11  remember  his  name  He  was  a  reporter  then  with  the  Orange 
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County  Register  So  of  course  the  press  interviewed  me  And  I 
remember  him  saying  something  He  said  Well  do  you  think  that 
henceforth  you  shouldn  t  commit  yourself  too  soon'?  [Laughter  ] 

And  I  said  Yeah  [Laughter  ]  It  was  Mark  Lipsher  his  name  Then 
he  went  to  the  Wall  Street  Journal  I  don  t  know  where  he  is  now 
Because  the  Republicans  did  try  to  make  something  out  of  the  fact  that 
you  had  said  you  would  vote  for  him  and  then  didn  t  and  the 
explanation  that  you  gave  was  that  well  your  constituents  had  made  it 
clear  that  there  were  lots  of  objections  to  him  amongst  your 
constituents  But  you  know  the  fact  is  of  course  Wadie  Deddeh  was 
chairman  of  Transportation  and  Roberti  removes  him  and  puts  you  in 
his  place 

Yes  Roberti  waited  about  four  weeks  I  didn  t  really  have  a  concern 
as  to  whether  Roberti  would  eventually  act 
What  was  the  status  of  this  deal  that  Jack  Davis  and  Cliff  Berg  had 
tried  to  work  out  beforehand*? 

Well  that  was  it  that  he  would  remove  Deddeh  as  chairman  if  Deddeh 
voted  for  the  confirmation  and  then  appoint  me  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  that  s  what  occurred  But  it  was  about  a  month  later 
and  when  it  occurred  of  course  that  I  do  remember  Deukmejian 
issued  a  statement  saying  This  is  a  blatant  quid  pro  quo  and  just 
reeks  And  there  was  an  editorial  from  the  Examiner  stating  this  was 
not  my  finest  hour  with  which  I  would  agree 
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You  must  have  had  press  inquiries  from  what  s  going  on  here  How 
did  you  handle  that*? 

I  think  I  just  relied  on  that  same  statement  that  I  had  made  my 
commitment  prematurely  that  it  was  back  in  December  This  was 
April  already  I  think  or  March 

Yes  it  was  right  at  the  end  of  March  I  m  sorry  nght  at  the  end  of 
February  beginning  of  March 

Okay  it  was  at  the  end  of  February  or  beginning  of  March  and  I 
didn  t  know  of  opposition  from  any  groups  At  the  time  I  had  talked 
with  Lungren  there  was  no  opposition  I  hadn  t  even  heard  of  any 
opposition  until  about  two  weeks  before  the  confirmation  I  let  it  go 
Roberti  was  prudent  to  wait  a  month  because  nobody  asked  me  again 
after  that  Only  a  couple  of  times  after  that  did  it  ever  come  up  Only 
a  couple  of  times 

I  11  tell  you  how  it  came  up  because  of  course  1988  was  not  the 
same  as  1987  as  far  as  Deukmejian  signing  bills  was  concerned  There 
was  a  bill  that  was  of  interest  only  to  people  who  live  in  Broadmoor 
which  is  an  unincorporated  neighborhood  between  here  my  house 
and  Daly  City  which  I  had  a  historical  relationship  with  Once  upon  a 
time  there  were  20  000  people  living  m  Broadmoor  in  the  late  60s 
and  Broadmoor  wanted  to  incorporate  The  Broadmoor  Homeowners 
Association  retained  me  as  its  lawyer  and  the  Local  Agency 
Formation  Commission  law  had  just  been  enacted 


[Interruption] 
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KOPP  Let  me  finish  this  part 

SENEY  We  were  talking  about  Roberti  waiting  for  a  period  of  time 

KOPP  Well  by  the  time  he  appointed  me  the  story  had  kind  of  been 

forgotten  But  there  were  at  least  a  couple  of  references  because 
Deukmejian  vetoed  bills  and  one  of  the  bills  was  a  bill  to  keep 
Broadmoor  alive  About  1966  or  67  LAFCO  was  new  as  a  county 
agency  dealing  with  changes  in  governmental  structures  So  we  had 
now  not  just  to  obtain  approval  of  the  board  of  supervisors  which  I 
think  we  would  have  had  a  chance  of  obtaining,  but  now  you  had  to 
first  obtain  approval  of  this  new  entity  LAFCO  (Local  Agency 
Formation  Commission)  We  were  rejected  and  Daly  City  kept 
annexing  parts  of  Broadmoor 
[End  of  Tape  15  Side  B] 

[Begin  Tape  16  Side  A] 

KOPP  It  s  the  last  active  police  protection  district  in  the  state  I  introduced  a 

bill  m  88  that  provided  that  if  an  annexation  was  desired  by  any 
specific  property  owner  or  property  owners  the  vote  as  to  annexation 
to  Daly  City  would  be  given  not  just  to  the  specific  property  owners 
but  to  all  property  owners  in  Broadmoor  Over  the  opposition  of  the 
city  of  Daly  City  and  the  San  Mateo  County  Board  of  Supervisors  I 
moved  that  bill  through  both  the  Senate  and  the  Assembly  As  a 
matter  of  fact  Papan  who  by  that  time  was  sending  anonymous 
documents  derogating  me  to  people  all  over  the  Capitol  and  everyplace 
else  came  to  Sacramento  to  testify  against  that  bill  In  the  Assembly 
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that  bill  was  approved  by  a  committee  by  one  vote  and  that  was 
[Assemblywoman]  Teresa  [P  ]  Hughes  who  later  became  a  state 
senator  Deukmejian  vetoed  it 

There  was  then  a  snide  remark  in  the  newspaper  by 
Assemblywoman  Jackie  Speier  who  professed  to  support 
Broadmoor  s  desire  to  remain  independent  as  an  entity  with  its  own 
police  force  to  the  effect  that  it  s  not  surprising  that  Senator  Kopp  s 
bill  was  vetoed  by  the  Governor  m  light  of  what  Senator  Kopp  did 
with  respect  to  the  Lungren  confirmation 

Assemblywoman  Speier,  prior  to  the  confirmation  vote  had  been 
speaking  publicly  against  confirming  Lungren  and  had  been  making 
calls  to  try  to  determine  how  I  was  going  to  vote  possibly  figuring  that 
if  I  voted  to  confirm  that  would  become  a  major  issue  should  she 
assay  to  run  against  me  in  1990  for  the  Senate 
She  has  your  Senate  seat  now 
Yes  She  wanted  to  run  against  me  m  1990 
We  took  a  poll  and  Sandy  Weiner  showed  Willie  Brown  that  poll 
because  she  had  gone  to  Willie  Brown  to  get  him  to  support  her 
against  me  and  it  was  in  one  of  those  periods  where  Brown  and  I  were 
not  colliding  over  anything  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  d  had  breakfast  with 
him  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  just  to  talk  about  cabbages  and 
kings 

So  that  was  one  comment  There  was  some  other  comment 
Maybe  I  11  think  of  it  later  Oh  I  know  I  know  what  it  was  Jim 
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Nielsen  was  criticized  in  the  Republican  Caucus  Jim  Nielsen  was 
criticized  on  the  grounds  the  Republicans  had  provided  about 
$150  000  $160  000  for  my  election  two  years  before  and  this  is  how  I 
treated  that  Jim  Nielsen  responded  that  this  was  not  a  vote  on  the 
president  pro  tern  of  the  Senate  that  this  was  not  a  vote  on  the 
leadership  of  the  Senate  and  I  liked  that  distinction  That  was 
accurate  because  the  only  agreement  I  had  with  Jim  and  the 
Republican  Caucus  through  Jim  was  that  when  it  came  to  the 
leadership  I  would  vote  on  organization  of  the  Senate 

Of  course  there  were  a  few  supporters  of  mine  here  including  a 
lady  m  Hillsborough  who  had  thrown  a  fundraiser  for  me  who 
wouldn  t  forget  She  s  probably  in  her  eighties  late  eighties  now  but 
she  was  a  major  domo  in  Republican  Hillsborough  ranks  The  only 
other  one  was  Danny  Pommon  who  owned  the  Tower  Market  and 
Danny  got  over  it  after  awhile  That  s  what  happened 

Then  I  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Transportation  Committee 
Did  you  want  to  make  a  correction'?  Apparently  you  just  spoke  to  Fred 
Martin 

Fred  Martin  corrects  me  that  in  1986  he  wasn  t  threatened  by  Unruh 
over  the  Papan  race  He  had  been  threatened  by  Larry  Margohs  in 
1983  before  Fred  moved  to  Washington  as  the  national  governmental 
relations  vice  president  for  the  Bank  of  America  that  if  the  Bank  of 
America  didn  t  play  ball  with  Unruh  and  Unruh  s  candidates  it  would 
see  fewer  underwriting  contracts  -  along  those  lines 
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When  you  took  over  the  Transportation  Committee  did  you  make 
many  staff  changes  or  even  precedmg  that9  I  assumed  Roberti  called 
you  in  or  came  and  saw  you  and  said  I  m  going  to  make  you  head  of 
the  Transportation  Committee  Did  he  say  then  I  d  like  you  to 
handle  it  this  way  or  Don  t  do  this  9 

No  never  said  a  thing  I  don  t  think  he  ever  called  me  in  to  talk  to  me 
about  it 

Did  you  just  get  a  phone  call  from  him9 

No  I  think  I  got  a  call  from  Cliff  Berg  who  was  his  chief  of  staff 

Then  he  put  out  the  notice  the  announcement  It  went  to  the  press  as 

well  as  to  the  whole  house  of  the  change  m  chairmanship 

Let  me  remind  you  of  something  that  may  have  had  an  impact  on  the 

way  Roberti  approached  this  In  1985  I  think  it  was  Milton  Marks 

switched 

He  became  a  Democrat 

He  became  a  Democrat  and  within  minutes  he  is  caucus  chair 

Remember  that9 

Yes 

And  there  was  a  good  deal  of  speculation  You  re  grinning  I  also 
interviewed  Senator  Marks  and  I  asked  him  in  every  way  I  could  think 
of  if  these  two  events  were  somehow  related  He  assured  me  they 
were  not  But  I  don  t  think  anyone  including  Senator  Marks,  truly 
believed  that  But  the  fact  that  that  all  happened  within  a  day  I 
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wonder  if  Roberti  s  thinking  was  Maybe  we  11  let  this  go  a  little  bit 
longer 

KOPP  I  don  t  remember  being  worried  that  he  wasn  t  going  to  keep  his 

bargain  I  don  t  remember  being  womed  about  that  I  know  we  had  at 
least  one  and  maybe  we  had  two  meetings  of  the  committee  in  the 
interim  when  Wadie  was  presiding  I  don  t  know  what  was  going 
through  Wadie  s  mind  at  the  time  Wadie  actually  sat  behind  me  in 
the  chambers  He  sat  with  Gary  Hart  behind  Joe  [Joseph  B  ]  Montoya 
and  me 

Joe  Montoya  did  make  a  remark  I  remember  he  came  back  from 
something  implying  that  my  career  was  over  in  the  Senate  saying 
something  to  the  effect  Well  Q  maybe  you  can  run  for  mayor 
[Laughter  ] 

SENEY  Well  there  had  been  talk  about  you  running  for  mayor 

KOPP  In  87 

SENEY  It  wasn  t  serious 

KOPP  No  I  didn  t  want  to  I  was  in  the  Senate  and  I  liked  it  I  didn  t  want  to 

put  myself  through  the  wringer  of  a  mayor  s  campaign  a  year  after  I 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  A)  It  doesn  t  look  good  You  re  just 
turning  people  mto  even  more  cynical  people  about  politicians  and  b) 
you  re  going  through  another  campaign  I  d  just  gotten  myself  out  of 
debt  I  m  fine  I  m  starting  to  build  up  some  reputation  in  the  Senate 
I  had  a  good  year  I  had  a  good  session  That  was  1987  That  has  an 
episode  that  should  be  told  too  about  1987 
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John  Molman  who  had  abandoned  Barbagelata  and  me  back 
about  1973  was  Feinstein  s  pet  and  her  choice  to  succeed  her 
Feinstein  had  appointed  Louise  Renne  to  the  board  of  supervisors  to 
succeed  Feinstein  after  Feinstein  became  mayor  m  December  of  1978 
George  Agnos  the  city  attorney  had  died  in  1986  of  a  heart  attack 
and  Louise  Renne  is  appointed  city  attorney  by  Feinstein  Louise 
Renne  then  rewards  Feinstein  by  declaring  her  candidacy  for  mayor  in 
1987  She  hires  Clint  Reilly  and  Clint  Reilly  develops  a  theme  of  her 
against  the  big  boys  and  he  has  some  campaign  posters  with  that 
theme  on  it  June  or  something  and  then  she  attacks  [Mayoral 
candidate  Art]  Agnos  because  he  didn  t  report  money  on  his  income 
tax  return  Agnos  of  course  shifts  the  responsibility  to  his  wife  It  s 
his  wife  who  takes  care  of  the  bills  [Laughter  ]  She  invades  Agnos 
office,  his  campaign  headquarters  and  makes  this  demand  on  him  and 
all  of  that 

But  her  campaign  is  going  nowhere  so  one  day  in  August  she 
calls  me  and  says  she  d  like  to  meet  with  me  and  I  say  Well  1 11  be 
home  Thursday  and  Friday  and  Saturday  Do  you  want  to  meet  over 
the  weekend1? 

She  said  Yes  How  about  Sunday*? 

I  said,  Where  do  you  want  to  meet*? 

She  said  I  don  t  know 

I  said  Do  you  want  to  meet  in  my  law  office'? 

She  said  Yes 
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She  and  Mohnan  had  been  like  this  [gestures]  on  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  they  had  ganged  up  on  me  at  every  opportunity  This 
was  one  of  my  most  delicious  moments  in  politics  She  came  into  my 
office  to  announce  that  she  was  withdrawing  from  the  race  for  mayor 
which  I  think  had  been  speculated  about  in  the  newspapers  but  it  was 
important  that  John  Mohnan  not  be  elected  mayor  of  San  Francisco 
He  was  not  qualified  he  was  not  competent  and  therefore  would  I  run 
for  mayor4?  If  I  did  she  would  endorse  me 

I  think  I  told  her  on  the  spot  I  said  No  I  m  not  interested  in 
running  for  mayor  Then  the  next  day  or  two  days  after  that  she 
withdrew 

There  was  some  speculation  that  Jack  Davis  because  he  was  running 
more  on  Hinckle  s  campaign  that  that  was  kind  of  a  stalking  horse  for 
you 

That  was  just  nonsense  They  would  do  that  to  amuse  themselves 

that  s  all  No  not  at  all 

Did  you  make  any  changes  in  the  staff? 

I  made  no  changes  in  the  staff  The  staff  was  first  rate  Mehdi 
Morshed  who  is  one  of  my  personal  friends  - 1  consider  him  a 
personal  friend  -  was  the  staff  director  and  the  assistant  staff  director 
was  Steve  Schnaidt  They  re  two  different  types  of  personalities  The 
secretary  was  Jone  McCarthy  Calamity  Jone  as  we  dubbed  her  in 
the  office  I  never  changed  the  staff  Mehdi  is  so  knowledgeable  so 
bright  so  acute  and  it  was  a  pleasure  It  was  a  pleasure  the  whole 
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time  Steve  is  more  of  a  methodical  kind  of  person  and  literal  person 
Mehdi  has  a  better  kind  of  political  overview  and  a  view  of  how 
politics  of  mterests  will  shape  a  potential  transportation  policy  Mehdi 
inculcated  me 

I  remember  the  first  meeting  I  chaired  I  was  shaky  But  then  I 
developed  the  finesse  and  the  expertness  to  chair  a  committee  I  d 
chaired  other  groups,  but  I  felt  shaky  because  I  was  coming  into  an 
atmosphere  where  we  had  a  thirteen  member  committee  then  too 
which  eventually  we  reduced  to  nine 
Is  that  big  for  a  Senate  committee1? 

It  is  big  and  it  is  not  as  manageable  as  eleven  and  eleven  is  not  as 
manageable  as  nine  The  fewer  you  have  the  better  for  the  chairman 
You  had  direct  experience  more  or  less  in  the  transportation  field 
You  d  been  on  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  District  as  an  ex  officio 
member 

No  I  was  a  regular  member  of  the  board  of  directors 

I  guess  I  meant  you  were  there  as  virtue  of  your  being  on  the  board  of 

supervisors 

Yes  Supervisors  were  entitled  to  appoint  eight  members  and 
traditionally  four  would  be  supervisors 
And  you  had  served  on  some  others 

I  d  served  on  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  [MTC]  as 
the  board  of  supervisor  s  representative  for  ten  years  and  I  d  been 
president  for  two  years 
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Was  that  useful  to  you  when  you  became  Transportation  chair9 
Yes  Especially  the  MTC  experience 

So  that  was  the  beginning  of  Transportation  That  was  1988 
That  was  eleven  years  as  chairman  That  s  a  long  period  of  time  I 
wonder  how  many  years  John  Foran  was  chairman9  I  think  John  was 
chairman  about  ten  or  eleven  I  wonder  if  I  was  chairman  more  years 
than  he  was,  because  now  they  ve  already  gone  through  two  chairs  in 
three  years 

How  did  that  change  your  standing  in  the  Senate  to  become  a 
committee  chair9 

It  increased  it  It  elevated  it  No  question  about  it  I  was  gradual  in 
my  exercise  of  command  and  authority  A  few  people  thought  towards 
the  end  that  I  was  dictatorial 
Do  you  think  you  were  maybe9 

Yes  a  little  bit  at  the  end  in  the  sense  that  for  example  a  small 
example  I  persuaded  the  committee  to  induce  a  rule  that  we  wouldn  t 
consider  any  bill  authorizing  a  special  license  plate  and  I  applied  it  I 
applied  it  to  David  Roberti  Barry  Keene  and  I  ve  forgotten  who  else 
We  wouldn  t  consider  any  bill  providing  for  a  study  spending  money 
on  a  study 

Well  there  ve  been  lots  of  those  haven  t  there9 

Yes  For  example  [Senator]  Dick  [Richard  L  ]  Mountjoy  had  a  bill  to 

put  a  Boy  Scouts  special  license  plate  on  I  wouldn  t  calendar  it  so  I 
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suppose  Dick  Mountjoy  told  everybody  that  I  was  running  it  like  a 
dictator 

But  there  ve  been  so  many  of  these  license  plates  -  if  you  got  the 
Purple  Heart  or  were  at  Pearl  Harbor  or  you  want  to  save  Lake  Tahoe 
That  s  what  it  arose  from  because  it  makes  more  difficulty  for  police 
to  identify  plates  the  more  there  are  There  were  about  thirty  five  and 
still  are  -  thirty  five  thirty  nine  I  made  a  motion  and  the  committee 
adopted  wehadtheCHP  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  and 
Caltrans  provide  a  report  to  us  and  recommendations  on  special  license 
plates  They  provided  the  right  recommendation  and  then  I  mtroduced 
the  rule  and  the  committee  adopted  the  rule  We  had  that  rule  the  last 
three  years  We  had  it  really  four  years  because  the  first  year  I  put  a 
moratorium  until  the  report  was  rendered  After  the  report  for  three 
years  we  had  no  special  licenses 
The  CHP  was  opposed  to  anymore  of  this  weren  t  they9 
That  s  right 

Would  that  be  the  cntical  voice  as  far  as  you  were  concerned  the  law 

enforcement  kind  of  thing9 

Yes 

Apparently  they  don  t  mind  the  vanity  plates  because  they  re  often 
easier  for  people  to  remember  than  the  standard  plates  and  identify 
It  s  interesting 

I  have  a  long  article  here  from  the  Bee  on  August  13  1989  from 
the  Forum  section  and  this  is  a  discussion  of  do  we  really  need  more 
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freeways  and  what  it  ends  up  discussing  really  is  you  had  a  ten  cent 
gas  tax  increase  [Assemblyman]  Richard  Katz  the  chairman  of  the 
Assembly  Transportation  Committee  had  a  five  center  Deukmejian 
is  then  coming  out  with  a  transportation  plan  This  is  going  to  be  the 
year  of  transportation  Although  his  plan  is  primarily  one  to  just 
increase  freeways  and  that  kind  of  thmg 
Do  you  remember  that  plan7 

I  remember  all  of  that  That  was  89  The  last  general  obligation  bond 
issue  presented  to  and  approved  by  California  voters  was  1919  After 
that  we  went  to  pay  as  you  go  financing  through  the  gas  tax  The  first 
gas  tax  was  two  cents  a  gallon  in  1922 

In  1988  Deukmejian  -  no  tax  increase  philosophy  -  decided 
knowing  he  had  to  do  something  about  transportation  -  between  Jerry 
Brown  and  him  less  was  done  in  sixteen  years  of  transportation  than 
any  other  period  of  California  s  transportation  history  since  the 
automobile 

This  report  says  a  1959  masterplan  called  for  12  000  new  miles  of 
freeway  to  be  built  by  the  1980s  and  through  and  into  89  only  5  500 
miles 

And  only  one  percent  more  were  constructed  under  Brown  and  one 
percent  more  under  Deukmejian 

So  these  are  all  under  Pat  Brown  and  Ronald  Reagan  then 
Yes 
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He  promulgated  a  $2  billion  general  obligation  bond  issue  for 
highways 

He  really  relied  on  bonds  for  funding  didn  t  he9 
Yes  because  then  he  d  be  gone  and  it  s  not  a  tax  increase  ladies  and 
gentlemen  He  campaigned  for  it  and  it  lost  It  lost  narrowly  but  he 
had  lost 

So  now  it  s  89  and  now  he  takes  a  different  approach  He 
assembles  a  Blue  Ribbon  task  force  maybe  thirty  people  -  Katz  and 
me  of  course  -  but  then  he  s  got  the  road  builders  the  cement  people 
the  operating  engineers  He  has  the  chamber  of  commerce  the 
Roundtable  and  we  d  meet  in  his  office  and  out  of  that  eventually  he 
evolved  the  Transportation  Blueprint  for  the  2 1  st  Century  Twenty 
first  or  twentieth1?  Twentieth  century  I  guess  because  it  was  89  It 
must  have  been  the  twentieth  century  There  were  five  bills  which 
were  part  of  it  and  I  had  the  gas  tax  which  was  a  nine  cent  increase 
five  cents  immediately  and  then  a  penny  a  gallon  each  for  four  years 
thereafter  Katz  had  this  congestion  management  legislation  which  has 
just  added  bureaucracy  and  work  and  drained  unnecessarily  money 
not  huge  amounts  but  its  drained  amounts  in  every  county  of  this  state 

But  that  was  Richard  Katz  who  was  difficult  to  deal  with  as 
Assembly  Transportation  chairman  He  was  difficult  and  he  had  a 
very  smart  consultant  -  John  Stevens  -  who  last  I  think  was  heard  of 
in  Gray  Davis  s  office  I  think  Davis  relies  on  him  considerably 
Just  on  transportation  matters  do  you  think1? 
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On  general  matters  John  and  Mehdi  were  equals  and  Mehdi  would 
spot  all  of  John  Stevens  s  nuances  and  handiwork  which  of  course 
wound  up  in  Richard  Katz  s  mouth  Richard  was  difficult  to  deal  with 
And  then  also,  he  was  from  Los  Angeles  not  Northern  California 
which  is  probably  meritorious  in  terms  of  the  whole  state 

But  in  any  event  he  had  a  bill  He  gave  some  Republican  - 1 
think  it  was  [Assemblyman]  Gil  Ferguson  who  had  a  bill  that  allowed 
some  small  toll  roads  in  Orange  County  There  were  five  bills  There 
was  some  other  bill  for  the  truckers  Oh  the  truckers  were  part  of  it 
very  much  a  part  of  it  They  were  an  annoyance  always  over  the  gas 
tax  increase  Their  issue  was  cities  would  prohibit  them  from  certain 
city  streets  during  hours  That  was  an  issue  always  a  problem  always 
They  wanted  preemption  probably 

Yes  they  wanted  preemption  There  was  a  toll  bill  Who  had  that? 
Was  that  Baker?  It  might  have  been  [Assemblyman]  Bill  [William  P  ] 
Baker  that  provided  for  four  toll  roads  Not  the  Orange  County  Wed 
given  those  to  [Senator]  John  Seymour  I  think  the  previous  year  But 
this  would  provide  for  four  private  toll  roads  to  be  built  privately  One 
had  to  be  Southern  California  one  Northern  California  and  the  other 
two  could  be  anywhere  None  of  them  had  been  built  but  one  in 
Orange  County  It  was  a  good  idea  at  least  on  paper  at  the  time  but 
then  Caltrans  damaged  it  by  preparing  a  contract  which  was  a 
giveaway  of  taxpayer  monies  The  premise  was  no  public  funds  would 
be  invested  in  these  toll  roads  and  some  toll  road  operators  -  there  s 
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always  entrepreneurs  -  they  sold  Suisun  in  Solano  County  and  Sunol 
over  in  Alameda  They  were  going  to  build  a  toll  road  from  Sunol  to 
Suisun  and  cities  along  the  way  would  put  in  a  couple  hundred 
thousand  five  hundred  thousand  this  kind  of  thing 
So  there  d  be  off  ramps  and  on  ramps'? 

Yes  So  that  was  the  package  Oh  and  then  there  was  a  bond  Very 
important  A  $2  billion  bond  issue  for  rail  transit  which  we  could 
justify  because  you  didn  t  want  to  spend  gas  tax  revenue  on  rail 
because  gas  tax  is  a  user  s  fee  and  you  wanted  rail 

Wait  a  moment  It  was  $3  billion  It  would  be  a  billion  dollars 
on  the  ballot  in  1990  a  billion  in  92  and  a  billion  m  94  One  out  of 
the  three  passed  The  first  one  passed  in  1990  and  the  next  two  were 
rejected  and  by  the  time  of  the  last  one  in  1994  I  was  literally  -  Jim 
Costa  was  a  little  help  but  not  much  - 1  was  literally  the  only  person 
trying  to  round  up  money  to  pay  to  get  on  slate  cards  to  vote  yes  on 
whatever  it  was  -  Prop  83  or  something  like  that  It  just  petered  out 
That  wasn  t  very  wise  strategy  was  it  to  do  it  three  times  like  that 
Probably  not  but  the  idea  would  be  that  one  billion  at  a  time  would  be 
easier 

It  would  be  easier  to  swallow  than  three  billion  at  once 

Of  course  it  wasn  t  successful  because  92  were  in  a  recession  and  94 

we  were  still  in  a  recession 

Anyway  so  that  was  the  package  and  we  were  optimistic  We 
thought  it  would  do  something  The  California  gas  tax  in  1989  was  the 
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forty  sixth  lowest  in  the  whole  nation  We  were  paying  nine  cents  a 
gallon  at  that  time 

And  it  was  equivalent  to  what  had  been  paid  in  1948  if  you  adjusted 
for  inflation 

Yes  We  were  at  the  bottom  At  the  bottom  And  we  re  still  probably 
m  the  bottom  50  percentile  I  used  to  keep  track  of  those  figures  In 
fact  I  ought  to  get  the  figure  now  So  that  was  a  major 
accomplishment  in  1989 

How  was  Deukmejian  to  work  with  after  the  Lungren  vote9  Was  all 
forgiven  or  did  you  find  difficulty  with  him9 

Let  s  say  I  had  fifteen  bills  in  1988  I  think  he  vetoed  six  or  seven  He 
wouldn  t  be  outrageous  m  his  veto  He  d  take  bills  that  he  knew  he 
could  like  the  Broadmoor  bill  He  knew  he  could  veto  that  and  there 
wouldn  t  be  a  peep  If  there  be  any  blame  it  would  be  on  me  for 
having  voted  against  Lungren  otherwise  this  bill  would  have  been 
signed  Those  are  the  kind  of  bills  he  vetoed 

I  gradually  saw  him  in  social  situations  Not  many  because  he  s 
not  a  type  of  person  who  brought  the  legislators  into  his  office  or  had 
any  social  events 

Well  he  wasn  t  known  for  his  socializing  and  schmoozing  with  the 
legislators 

He  d  have,  I  think  an  annual  kind  of  summertime  end  of  summer 
event  where  I  guess  the  wives  were  invited  too  I  remember  being  at 
the  Governor  s  house 
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SENEY  Here  s  the  list  of  your  legislation 

KOPP  The  1987  bills  were  on  special  subjects  like  prohibiting  transfers  of 

money  from  one  candidate  to  another  contribution  limits  Those 
provisions  wound  up  m  Proposition  73  in  1988  which  Ross  Johnson 
and  Joe  Montoya  and  I  sponsored  and  which  passed  Cow  Palace 
taxation  was  a  local  district  bill 

SENEY  What  were  the  sources  of  your  legislation1?  Obviously  the  first  one 

you  mentioned  the  transfer  of  funds  was  your  general  notions  about 
campaign  finance 

KOPP  Prohibiting  transfers  of  campaign  funds  was  me  contributions  of 

limits  was  me  Cow  Palace  came  from  the  Cow  Palace  board  of 
directors  friends  of  mine  half  cent  shift  of  sales  tax  that  was  me 
toxics  applying  Prop  65  the  public  entities  was  me 

[End  of  Tape  16  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  16  Side  B] 

SENEY  That  could  be  amended  by  two  thirds  vote 

KOPP  Two  thirds  vote  of  the  Legislature  or  of  course  by  going  to  the  voters 

again  This  bill  was  coming  through  in  good  shape  and  Dan  [Daniel 
E  ]  Boatwright  put  in  a  provision  that  it  go  to  the  voters  At  the  time  I 
didn  t  think  much  of  it  I  thought  well  that  s  fine  because  1 11 
campaign  around  vanous  parts  of  the  state  and  become  better  known 
around  parts  of  the  state  Of  course,  it  killed  the  bill  because  the  cities 
ran  a  silent  campaign  -  they  probably  obtained  funds  -  saying  if  Prop 
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65  applies  to  cities  and  sewer  districts  this  is  what  it  will  expose  you 
the  taxpayers  to  Talk  about  double  standards 

I  had  supported  Prop  65  It  was  on  the  ballot  in  1986  But  I 
pointed  out  that  it  didn  t  apply  to  public  agencies  The  sponsors 
whatever  the  environmental  groups  were  -  Sierra  Club  The  sponsors 
rationale  was  that  the  public  agencies  should  be  covered  but  they  made 
a  political  judgment  not  to  include  it  And  then  of  course  public 
agencies  still  are  not  included  But  I  thought  it  was  unfair  that 
business  sustains  the  obligations  to  comply  with  Prop  65  but  the 
public  enterprises  don  t 

The  official  governmental  seal  was  mine  because  somebody  had 
used  the  seal  of  the  California  Coastal  Commission  to  write  a  letter  for 
Papan  against  me  m  the  district  Crimes  while  incarcerated  came  from 
the  sheriff  of  San  Francisco  Most  of  these  were  mine  Tax 
Simplification  Act  was  the  postcard  state  income  tax  return  just  usmg 
a  percentage  of  what  your  U  S  income  tax  amounted  to  These  were 
all  mine 

Parking  authonties  -  Michael  Rattigan  That  did  not  come  from 
me  Here  s  an  MTC  bill  a  sponsored  bill  that  came  from  them  I  d 
say  at  least  half  of  these  came  from  me  Criminal  trials  juries  That 
one  came  from  [Associate  State  Supreme  Court  Justice]  Stanley  Mosk 
That  was  on  a  change  of  venue  in  criminal  cases,  and  the  coauthor  was 
[Senator]  Ed  Davis  I  remember  Stanley  Mosk  was  at  my  swearing  in 
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and  he  introduced  me  to  Ed  Davis  who  he  liked  and  known  the  ex 
police  chief  Ed  and  I  were  the  coauthors 

Community  college  funding  That  was  for  the  City  College  of 
San  Francisco  I  earned  a  bill  for  the  State  Bar  of  California  This 
was  a  Hunter  s  Point  Reclamation  District  It  says  Michael  Rattigan 
but  I  think  it  was  for  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

I  earned  a  bill  for  the  attorney  general  I  was  never  an  admirer  of 
John  [K  ]  Van  de  Kamp  s  Why  did  his  office  ask  me  to  carry  it*? 
Probably  one  of  the  lobbyists  who  I  must  have  hit  it  off  with  nght 
away  because  he  was  a  real  lawyer 
As  opposed  to  the  attorney  general  do  you  mean? 

Yes 

Cal  tram  I  don  t  know  Lombard  Street  That  came  from  San 
Francisco  That  was  to  allow  the  city  to  close  it  because  state  law 
prohibits  closing  streets  except  for  repairs  and  activity  like  that 
Broadmoor  Police  District  that  became  a  two  year  bill 

Let  me  see  how  many  I  had  actually  signed  [Counting  out 
loud  ]  I  had  eleven  bills  that  passed  both  houses  and  they  were 
signed 

Now  the  next  year — 

In  88? 

We  re  not  up  to  88  yet  I  guess  I  had  more  than  eleven  I  don  t  count 
resolutions  Resolutions  don  t  mean  anything 


418 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


Looking  at  other  legislators  that  I  ve  interviewed  you  have  a  fair 
amount  of  legislation  in  wouldn  t  you  say? 

Yes  I  had  more  than  eleven  signed  that  first  year  Here  s  twelve 
thirteen,  accord  and  satisfaction  I  had  thirteen  bills  This  is  88  I 
guess 

How  did  the  putting  in  and  passmg  of  bills  differ  in  the  Legislature 
from  the  board  of  supervisors? 

Well  we  differed  this  way  The  board  of  supervisors  meets  every 
Monday  and  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  there  s  roll  call  in  which  the 
clerk  reads  the  name  of  each  supervisor  Each  supervisor  stands  up 
and  normally  you  d  introduce  a  bill  at  that  time  or  you  d  at  that  time 
ask  the  city  attorney  to  prepare  an  ordinance  I  said  bill  It  was  an 
ordinance  In  the  Legislature  you  don  t  do  it  in  open  session  You 
send  in  a  request  to  the  Legislative  Counsel  Prepare  this  bill  for 
me  You  get  the  bill  and  you  hand  it  to  the  secretary  of  state  who 
stamps  it  and  that  s  how  it  differs 

Then  of  course  m  the  board  of  supervisors  after  an  ordinance 
was  introduced  it  s  referred  to  a  committee  All  committees  except 
the  finance  committee  met  only  once  a  month  So  it  would  be 
referred  to  a  committee  and  if  a  committee  didn  t  recommend  it  to  the 
full  board  -  a  committee  could  recommend  it  to  the  full  board  Do 
pass  It  could  recommend  it  Do  not  pass  which  was  rarely  done 
but  sometimes  done  It  could  transmit  it  without  recommendation 
which  is  a  coward  s  way  to  do  it  Or  it  could  be  held  in  committee  and 
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no  action  But  that  was  a  futile  act  because  the  Charter  provided  that 
any  bill  which  had  been  in  a  committee  for  thirty  days  could  be  called 
out  of  a  committee  by  a  supervisor  So  you  d  stand  up  on  roll  call  call 
it  out  of  committee  and  it  d  be  on  the  calendar  for  the  following 
Monday 

SENEY  Fairly  simple 

KOPP  Yes  And  the  committee  chairman  had  no  power  to  kill  a  proposed 

ordinance  In  the  Legislature  a  committee  chairman  can  He  can 
within  limits  because  you  re  still  working  on  mutual  activity  because 
if  you  kill  Katz  s  bill  he  11  kill  your  bill  m  his  committee  So  you 
have  to  have  an  entente  of  some  kind  upon  which  to  operate 

SENEY  You  mentioned  the  special  license  plates  and  the  studies  You  got  the 
committee  to  go  along  with  that 

KOPP  Yes  The  chairman  should  rely  on  the  committee  because  then  the 

Assembly  members  would  know  and  they  d  have  no  special  license 
plates  originating  in  the  Senate  Now  if  Katz  wanted  to  use  that  rule 
to  kill  major  legislation  of  mine  it  would  be  out  of  proportion  It 
wouldn  t  be  done  in  most  instances 

SENEY  Is  that  kind  of  a  rule  useful  sometimes  to  members  in  the  sense  that 
someone  could  come  wanting  a  special  license  plate  and  you  say 
Well  1 11  be  glad  to  put  it  m,  but  we  don  t  know  where  it  s  going  to 
go  here  The  Senate  Transportation  Committee  is  kind  of  tough  on 
this  7  They  look  good 
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Sure  and  you  blame  it  on  us  I  had  for  the  Sesquicentenmal  a  special 
plate  It  was  desired  and  Gail  Wilson  wanted  it  because  she  was — 
Mrs  Wilson  -  the  Governor  s  wife 

Yes  And  I  wouldn  t  calendar  it  This  fellow  Morman  who  ran  for 
controller  m  Orange  County  after  the  scandal  and  the  bankruptcy  -  and 
I  had  liked  him  We  had  a  special  committee  on  the  Orange  County 
bankruptcy  and  he  had  testified  a  couple  of  times  He  came  up  from 
Orange  County  to  plead  with  me  to  allow  it  and  I  said  No  Now 
what  we  did  allow  was  a  modification  where  they  wrote  at  the  bottom 
Sesquicentenmal  Centennial  but  it  wasn  t  a  special  plate  It  was 
special  in  the  sense  those  plates  would  have  it 

I  don  t  know  how  you  want  to  proceed  with  this 
Do  you  want  me  to  leave  that  with  you  and  you  can  review  it  and 
tomorrow  we  can  meet?  How  would  that  be? 

That  s  fine 

Okay  because  it  s  about  4  30  now 
Might  as  well  Gee  whiz  Dan  did  all  this? 

Yes 


[End  of  Tape  16  SideB] 
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Session  7  September  26  2001 
[Begin  Tape  17  Side  A] 

SENEY  We  talked  last  time  about  your  not  voting  for  Mr  Lungren  and  you  d 
looked  through  those  and  seen  that  maybe  there  was  a  little  increase 
and  then  a  decrease  in  the  vetoes  by  Governor  Deukmejian7 
KOPP  Yes  In  the  very  first  year  1987  I  had  eleven  or  twelve  bills  reach  the 

Governor  and  all  were  signed  A  session  consists  of  two  years  and  m 
the  first  session  of  my  first  term  which  would  be  1987  1988  the  total 
number  of  bills  which  were  passed  by  both  houses  was  thirty  three 
bills  which  I  authored  He  vetoed  nine  of  those  bills  All  nine  of  those 
vetoes  occurred  in  1988  Therefore  subtracting  twelve  bills  which 
reached  him  which  he  signed  in  1987  means  that  twenty  one  bills 
were  passed  by  both  houses  in  1988  -  bills  which  I  d  authored  -  and 
he  vetoed  nine  So  he  vetoed  almost  40  percent  of  the  bills  which  I  d 
passed 

Now  I  notice  that  in  the  next  session  1989  1990  I  had  a  total  of 
fifty  bills  which  were  passed  by  both  houses  which  mdicates  my 
proficiency  and  effectiveness  were  increasmg  and  he  vetoed  nine  of 
fifty  which  is  not  extraordinary  I  think  after  that  first  year  after 
1988  his  mtent  to  veto  as  many  of  my  bills  as  possible  diminished 
because  nine  out  of  fifty  is  probably  about  1 8  percent 

I  notice  also  as  a  comparison  in  1998  -  just  the  single  year 
1998  not  the  entire  1997  1998  session  -  but  in  1998  I  had  thirty  eight 


422 


SENEY 


KOPP 


SENEY 


bills  which  were  passed  by  both  houses  and  Governor  Pete  Wilson 
vetoed  six  which  indicates  a  little  less  than  16  percent  veto  rate  So 
my  veto  rate  probably  was  somewhere  in  the  range  of  15  to  20  percent 
I  think  throughout  if  you  use  the  entire  twelve  years  as  an  average 
So  the  last  two  years  of  my  first  term  the  last  two  years  of 
Governor  George  Deukmejian  s  service  as  Governor  his  vetoes  of  my 
bills  did  not  seem  out  of  the  ordinary 

You  point  out  you  passed  fifty  bills  as  opposed  to  thirty  three  You 
alluded  to  your  maybe  developing  skill  and  sophistication  Wouldn  t 
being  a  committee  chairman  be  of  help  here  too9 
Yes  By  1988  I  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Transportation 
Committee  and  I  remained  as  chairman  for  a  total  of  eleven  years 

But  there  s  no  question  that  I  began  introducing  more  bills  which 
dealt  with  transportation  and  more  of  those  bills  would  be  apt  to  be 
signed  because  either  they  were  bills  that  were  of  minimal  significance 
but  necessary  -  in  other  words  to  cure  some  omissions  in  the  law  or  to 
correct  some  obsolete  provisions  and  therefore  were  not 
controversial  —  or  they  were  bills  that  were  significant  Generally 
with  that  kind  of  bill  you  tried  to  work  with  the  Executive  branch  in 
terms  of  fashioning  provisions  that  would  not  arouse  a  veto 
Would  these  sort  of  bills  that  created  problems  of  omissions  and 
details,  would  those  frequently  come  from  Caltrans  itself9 
Yes  they  would  come  from  Caltrans  They  would  come  from  the 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  Less  regularly  from  the  California 
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Highway  Patrol  They  would  come  from  regional  transportation 
agencies  such  as  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  or  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  Highway  and  Transportation  District  m  a  couple 
of  instances 

I  was  and  am  not  a  fan  of  the  existence  of  that  district  and  I  tried 
at  least  twice  with  bills  to  either  eliminate  it  and  reshape  it  as  a 
transportation  district  for  the  North  Bay  counties  of  Mann  and  Sonoma 
and  possibly  Napa  or  to  reform  it  in  some  other  way  as  far  as 
execution  of  responsibilities  are  concerned  because  there  s  no 
justifiable  reason  for  that  district  to  operate  a  bridge  All  of  the  other 
seven  bridges  which  cross  the  Bay  in  other  places  are  operated  by  the 
State  of  California 

The  Golden  Gate  Bridge  s  independent  status  is  an  anomaly  and 
it  s  an  anachronism  That  should  be  a  transportation  district  It  should 
be  a  district  which  operates  buses  and  the  ferry  boats  only  and  that 
district  should  be  compromised  of  the  counties  whose  residents  and 
businesses  use  those  public  transit  systems  There  s  no  reason  for  Del 
Norte  County  or  even  Mendocino  County  to  be  a  part  of  it  but  it  s  an 
accident  of  history  that  it  is 

Was  that  the  first  of  the  bndges  that  spanned  the  Bay? 

No  The  first  bridge  to  span  any  part  of  the  Bay  was  the  Carquinas 
Bridge  which  was  opened  in  1 927  The  Bay  Bridge  was  opened  about 
six  months  before  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  was  opened 
What  s  peculiar  then  about  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge? 
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The  Golden  Gate  Badge  has  a  historical  difference  The  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  resulted  from  the  collaborative  efforts  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
counties  of  Mann  Sonoma  Napa  Mendocino  Humboldt  and  Del 
Norte  That  effort  was  to  build  a  badge  from  the  North  Bay  to  San 
Francisco  Humboldt  County  left  that  combination  of  counties 
because  it  did  not  want  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  payment  of 
general  obligation  bonds  which  were  decided  as  the  method  of 
obtaining  money  to  build  the  badge  So  that  s  the  reason  for  the 
anomaly  of  the  omission  of  Humboldt  but  the  inclusion  of  Del  Norte 
County  which  has  very  few  people  and  thusly  has  very  few 
contributions  to  the  use  of  the  badge  itself  much  less  the 
transportation  distact  Then  that  left  after  Humboldt  eliminated  itself 
from  the  consortium  that  left  six  counties  and  those  counties  pledged 
property  tax  revenue  to  support  the  repayment  of  the  general 
obligation  bondholders  who  bought  bonds  which  proceeds  were  then 
used  to  build  the  badge 
Why  didn  t  they  use  revenue  bonds9 
I  don  t  know 

That  would  seem  to  me  to  be  the  sensible  way  to  finance  it 
Yes  That  s  essentially  the  way  in  which  all  the  other  bridges  on  San 
Francisco  Bay  were  financed  The  Dumbarton  Badge  the  San  Mateo 
Hayward  Badge,  the  San  Francisco  Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  the  Antioch 
Badge  the  Martinez  Benecia  Badge  and  the  Carqumas  Badge  I  said 
seven  were  operated  by  Caltrans  That  s  wrong  Six  are  operated  by 
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Caltrans  There  are  seven  bridges  which  transect  the  Bay  in  one  part 
or  another  and  the  seventh  is  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge 

The  Department  of  Transportation  and  its  predecessors  financed 
the  other  six  bridges  by  revenue  bonds 

What  sort  of  opposition  did  you  run  into  changing  that  around9 
Well  the  opposition  emanated  from  legislators  who  represented  the 
counties  in  the  North  Bay  Not  so  much  San  Francisco  but  the  North 
Bay  counties  People  like  Barry  Keene  killed  every  bill  I  introduced 
on  the  floor  Jim  Nielsen  collaborated  in  that  because  Jim  represented 
a  portion  of  Sonoma  County  and  I  think  Napa  County  also  One  was 
the  majority  leader  and  the  other  was  the  minority  leader  and  then  the 
ex  minority  leader  but  generally  those  two  were  sufficient  to  stop  my 
bills 

I  would  think  by  this  time  the  counties  have  paid  for  it  The  general 
obligation  funds  weren  t  still  flowing  to  pay  the  bridge  bonds  were 
they9 

No  No  the  bonds  were  actually  extinguished  along  about  1968  or 
1 969  There  would  have  been  no  justification  for  that  district  to  exist 
That  s  the  reason  the  district  then  utilized  the  services  of 
Assemblyman  John  Foran  who  was  in  the  same  law  office  as  one  of 
the  badge  directors  to  introduce  a  bill  which  allowed  the  distnct  to 
engage  in  mass  transit  -  public  transit 

It  was  a  propitious  moment  because  the  Greyhound  bus  lines 
which  served  Mann  and  Sonoma  counties  were  abandoning  that 
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service  as  a  commute  service  They  still  would  operate  buses  for 
occasional  trips  but  not  as  a  regular  commute  service  And  so  a 
commute  bus  transit  service  was  needed  and  that  fell  into  the  lap  of 
the  directors  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  District  which  then  became 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  Highway  and  Transportation  District  and  thus 
was  able  to  possess  a  rationale  for  continuing  to  exist  Thereafter  the 
board  somewhere  around  that  time  -  1969  -  decided  to  institute  water 
transit  service  the  ferry  boat  service  So  that  became  a  further 
rationale  to  continue  to  exist  and  it  will  probably  continue  to  exist 
I  note  that  since  my  departure  from  the  Senate  that  district  s 
been  successful  m  obtaining  some  state  transportation  funds  most  of 
which  result  from  state  gasoline  taxation  for  use  in  its  retrofit  plans 
with  respect  to  the  bridge  debt  Of  course  had  I  still  been  in  the 
Legislature  I  would  have  objected  strongly  and  loudly  to  the  use  of 
state  money  for  a  non  state  agency  which  could  have  been  a  state 
agency  or  at  least  the  bridge  portion  of  the  district  could  have  been  a 
state  agency  It  seems  unjust  to  me  then  to  use  state  money  But  it  11 
probably  continue  to  exist  because  it  s  a  large  board  of  directors  It 
has  nineteen  directors 

Who  are  likely  to  be  politically  important  themselves 
Yes  They  all  want  to  stay 

I  m  cunous  You  said  that  Greyhound  was  giving  up  its  commuter 
service  My  understanding  of  the  history  of  transportation  in  Mann 
County  is  Mann  County  at  one  point  in  the  30s  had  built  a  really 
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excellent  trolley  system  and  that  that  was  abandoned  with  an 

agreement  from  Greyhound  to  take  those  routes 

I  don  t  know  that  part  of  Mann  County  s  history 

They  had  quite  a  system  And  Greyhound  abandoned  it  in  lieu  of  this 

service  they  would  now  provide 

I  think  we  talked  about  my  legislation  in  1987  and  we  re  now  mvolved 
in  1988  By  that  time  I  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Transportation 
Committee  but  I  didn  t  introduce  or  amend  existmg  bills  with  respect 
to  transportation  issues  to  a  large  extent  in  1988  There  were  a 
couple  of  bills  For  example  a  bill  that  authorized  transit  police  to 
issue  citations  for  minor  graffiti  at  public  transit  facilities  or  on  public 
transit  vehicles  meaning  buses  or  trolleys  or  the  BART  system19  And 
a  bill  which  altered  the  method  of  calculating  the  amount  of  money 
received  by  public  transit  agencies  from  fares  The  law  required  a 
standard  of  at  least  a  so  called  fare  box  recovery  ratio  of  thirty  three 
and  a  third  percent  compared  to  the  total  amount  of  expenditures  In 
other  words  fare  box  revenue  was  supposed  to  be  a  least  a  third  of 
your  total  expenditures  I  had  a  bill  which  authorized  local  tax 
revenue  to  be  included  in  addition  to  the  fare  revenue  to  constitute  the 
one  third  fare  box  recovery 

And  I  had  a  bill  which  wasn  t  enacted  that  increased  the 
gasoline  tax  and  truck  weight  fees21  which  is  the  method  used  in 


19  S  B  2412  1987  1988  Regular  Session  Chapter  311  Statutes  of  1988 

20  S  B  2462  1987  1988  Regular  Session  Chapter  1549  Statues  of  1988 

21  S  B  2600  1987  1988  Regular  Session 
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regard  to  charging  trucks  more  than  simply  the  amount  paid  in  fuel 
tax  on  the  theory  that  trucks  cause  more  depreciation  of  existing 
roadways  than  do  automobiles  That  has  been  historically  the  case  in 
California 

SENEY  And  that  one  was  not  passed 
KOPP  That  bill  was  not  passed 

SENEY  I  would  think  big  truckers  would  be  against  that 
KOPP  But  it  also  included  an  increase  in  the  gasoline  tax  but  it  laid  the 

foundation  for  the  next  year  for  1989  and  the  Transportation 
Blueprint  for  the  21st  Century  which  I  discussed  in  our  last  session 
With  respect  to  vetoes  I  m  remmded  that  one  of  the  lesser  bills  I 
introduced  and  secured  approval  of  by  both  houses  appropriated 
$140  000  to  send  California  s  contingent  of  twenty  eight  disabled 
athletes  to  the  Paralympics  m  Seoul  South  Korea  Governor 
Deukmejian  vetoed  that  bill 

I  also  introduced  because  the  state  had  a  surplus  for  that  year 
1987  88  I  introduced  a  bill  consistent  with  the  1979  Gann  initiative  to 
refund  to  taxpayers  a  billion  one  hundred  million  dollars  as  tax  credits 
on  their  1987  California  Income  Tax  returns22  But  that  bill  did  not 
progress  I  had  a  policy  difference  with  the  Democrats  who  opposed 
any  rebate  of  taxes  Governor  Deukmejian  insisted  upon  one  and 
another  bill,  not  mine  -  someone  else  s  -  was  used  for  that  purpose 
and  there  was  a  rebate  of  somewhere  between  $250  and  $450  each  to 


22  unable  to  verify 
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23  Proposition  4 


state  income  taxpayers  depending  upon  how  much  state  income  tax 
you  had  paid 

And  the  next  year  there  was  a  deficit 

That  s  right  Which  teaches  the  lesson  of  the  Gann  initiative  which 
allowed  two  consecutive  years  of  surpluses  before  there  was  a 
requirement  of  rebating  money  I  had  advised  colleagues  that  that 
ought  to  be  utilized  but  I  could  foresee  that  it  wouldn  t  be  utilized 
And  then  since  I  was  a  supporter  of  the  Gann  initiative  in  1979  I 
decided  that  I  should  be  the  author  of  the  bill  which  created  the  refund 
But  I  had  not  a  high  standing  insofar  as  the  Democrats  were  concerned 
or  by  reason  of  longevity  so  the  bill  I  think  actually  was  attached  to 
somebody  who  had  more  longevity 
They  wouldn  t  let  you  handle  a  bill  like  that 
That  s  right  I  mean  I  could  introduce  it  but  it  wouldn  t  be  passed 
And  I  had  several  bills  that  dealt  with  legal  procedure  As  a 
matter  of  fact  a  good  many  bills  which  dealt  with  legal  procedure 
during  1988 

These  would  come  out  of  your  legal  experience  as  a  trial  lawyer9 
Yes  Most  of  them  came  from  my  experience  A  few  came  from 
district  attorneys  I  know  one  came  from  the  sheriff  of  San  Francisco 
One  came  from  somebody  in  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  It 
was  unsuccessful  but  it  made  it  a  misdemeanor  for  any  public  official 
to  distribute  some  specified  law  enforcement  personnel  records 
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That  was  SB  which7 
That  was  SB  264924 

Did  you  find  by  the  way  that  as  you  became  more  effective  over  the 
years,  that  you  got  more  of  this  kind  of  legislation  maybe  from  Sheriff 
[Michael]  Hennessey  or  other  people  as  they  saw  your  success  at 
getting  things  done7 

Yes  Not  specifically  from  Mr  Hennessey  but  from  other  people 
because  the  sheriff  of  San  Francisco  is  not  truly  like  the  other  fifty 
seven  sheriffs  in  the  state  The  sheriff  of  San  Francisco  does  not 
enforce  the  laws  The  sheriff  of  San  Francisco  is  a  custodian  of 
people 

Because  of  the  combined  status  of  the  city  and  county 

Yes  and  because  of  the  fact  San  Francisco  has  a  police  department 

which  is  the  law  enforcement  agency 

Governor  Deukmejian  vetoed  that  bill  I  had  of  requiring 
Proposition  65  to  apply  to  public  agencies  I  reintroduced  it  in  1989 
That  was  one  of  his  vetoes  of  my  bills  in  1988  I  reintroduced  it  in 
1989  and  it  was  m  1989  that  Dan  Boatwright  caused  that  amendment 
which  required  a  vote  of  the  people  Governor  Deukmejian  I  note  did 
not  veto  or  sign  that  bill 
He  let  that  one  go 

He  let  that  one  go  It  went  to  the  voters  and  the  voters  rejected  it  in  I 
think  June  of  1990 


24  1987  1988  Regular  Session 

25  S  B  269  1987  1988  Regular  Session 
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What  was  Boatwright  s  motivation  for  making  the  people  vote  on  that9 
I  think  it  was  to  avoid  blame  of  the  Legislature  for  imposing  the 
requirement  on  public  entities  It  may  also  have  been  a  premonition 
on  his  part  that  the  voters  would  reject  it  It  may  have  been  because 
Dan  was  not  a  pronounced  environmentalist  and  probably  had  not 
supported  Proposition  65  in  1986 

Was  he  a  Senate  insider  among  the  Democrats  do  you  think9 
He  had  been  out  of  favor  because  he  tried  to  topple  David  Roberti  as 
president  pro  tern  but  by  1988  he  was  again  a  favorite  He  had  been 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  He  was  no  longer 
chairman  He  was  removed  as  chairman  and  [Senator]  Bob  Presley 
was  appointed  chairman 

Was  that  punishment  for  the  attempt  on  Roberti  s  leadership9 

Yes  for  him  trying  to  topple  David  But  he  was  chairman  of  another 

committee  - 1  ve  forgotten  which  committee  perhaps  I  11  remember  it 

-  by  that  time  He  was  capable  if  a  bit  mercurial 

He  had  something  of  a  temper  didn  t  he9 

Yes  He  would  flash  quickly 

I  know  He  was  appointed  to  the  Budget  Committee  I  know  he 
was  chairman  of  the  first  subcommittee  on  the  Budget  Committee  of 
which  I  was  a  member  which  was  I  think  some  committee  number 
two  He  would  review  that  agenda  and  then  he  would  come  to  my 
office  and  review  the  agenda  with  me  The  third  member  of  the 
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subcommittee  was  a  Republican  [Senator]  Frank  Hill  who  was  very 
good  Frank  Hill  later  was  convicted  of  a  violation  of  the  Fair  Political 
Practices  Act  in  U  S  District  Court  I  testified  as  part  of  his  defense 
but  he  was  very  capable  Frank  Hill  spent  about  three  or  four  years  in 
federal  prison 

He  was  really  well  liked  wasn  t  he? 

Y es  He  was  bright  and  intelligent  He  was  a  very  sound  fellow 
And  got  things  done 

Yes  A  very  sound  fellow  He  took  initiative  He  always  was  trying 
to  resolve  the  impasse  between  the  Democrats  and  the  Republicans 
with  respect  to  budget  items  in  an  approach  to  the  budget 
How  did  you  vote  when  his  resignation  was  wanted  after  his 
conviction  but  before  his  appeal? 

I  don  t  remember  Was  there  a  vote? 

There  was  a  vote  I  m  pretty  certain  there  was  a  vote  Perhaps  it  was 

only  within  the  Ethics  Committee 

Oh  I  think  it  may  have  been  within  the  Ethics  Committee 

But  I  know  there  were  some  members,  and  it  seems  to  me  in  reading 

other  things  about  others  that  you  were  among  the  few  that  stood  up 

and  said  listen  this  guy  is  still  appealing  this  case  and  we  shouldn  t 

force  him  out 

Maybe  I  did  It  s  a  gray  area  of  the  law  Just  to  take  a  moment  he 
was  accused  of  in  effect  taking  a  bribe  He  as  I  remember  the  facts 
in  summary  form  he  was  invited  to  a  hotel  room  across  the  street  at 
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the  Hyatt  across  from  the  Capitol  He  met  with  a  couple  of  people 
from  some  business  or  some  enterprise  They  gave  him  a  check  for 
$10  000  of  some  kind  He  spent  about  an  hour  and  a  half  two  hours 
talking  about  the  legislation  talking  about  the  Legislature  and  the  rest 
of  it 

Now  his  argument  apparently  on  the  defense  was  that  this  was 
no  different  than  an  honorarium  which  was  permitted  by  law  at  the 
time  and  that  time  would  have  been  I  guess  - 1  don  t  know  now  -  but 
somewhere  around — 

SENEY  That  was  before  your  time  in  the  Legislature 

KOPP  No  it  was  while  I  was  m  the  Legislature  That  was  the  reason  for  my 

testimony  I  testified  to  this  experience  The  California 
Ophthalmology  Association  is  composed  of  California  medical  doctors 
who  practice  ophthalmology  My  ophthalmologist  was  a  doctor  by  the 
name  of  David  Sachs  and  he  was  active  in  that  association  David 
liked  politics  very  much  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  think  he  d  been  a 
member  of  a  Democratic  club  to  which  I  belonged  back  in  the  60s  I 
took  an  interest  in  the  ophthalmology  issues  but  the  main  one  was 
always  a  turf  battle  between  the  optometrists  and  the  ophthalmologists 
The  optometrists  wanted  state  authorization  to  engage  in  more 
activities  such  as  writing  prescriptions  and  the  like  and  the 
ophthalmologists  wanted  to  prevent  that  So  the  ophthalmologists 
contributed  a  good  deal  of  money  to  political  campaigns  and  the  rest 
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Well  the  ophthalmologists  had  their  convention  in  Monterey  in 
either  1989  or  1990  and  David  or  the  president  - 1  think  it  was 
David  -  invited  me  to  speak  at  that  convention  I  recall  it  was  on  a 
Saturday  and  the  hour  was  somewhere  around  six  or  six  thirty  And 
he  offered  hospitality  of  putting  up  my  wife  and  me  up  at  a  room  in  the 
Doubletree  Hotel  in  downtown  Monterey  So  my  wife  and  I  drove 
down  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  It  probably  was  in  September  or 
October  and  I  recall  saying  to  myself  I  wonder  what  I  will  speak 
about*?  I  hope  David  will  give  me  some  clues 

We  reached  the  hotel  and  we  checked  m  We  put  our  suitcases  in 
the  room  We  came  downstairs  to  the  room  and  I  saw  a  room  teeming 
with  people  It  was  a  cocktail  reception  and  David  Sachs  was  there  to 
greet  me  He  handed  me  an  envelope  and  said  Put  this  in  your 
pocket  and  I  did  And  then  I  went  into  the  room  and  I  noticed  two  or 
three  other  legislators  there  I  remember  [Senator]  John  Doolittle  was 
there  who  was  then  a  state  senator  I  remember  [Senator]  Don  Rogers 
from  Kern  County  was  there  and  I  think  there  was  some  Assembly 
member  present  also 
[End  of  Tape  17  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  17  Side  B] 

SENEY  All  but  Mr  Rogers  and  one  other  person 

KOPP  Don  Rogers  of  Kern  County  was  there  John  Doolittle,  Senator  of 

Sacramento  County  was  there  And  there  was  an  Assembly  member 
there  too  And  I  was  puzzled  as  to  what  my  role  was  if  they  were  also 
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there  I  either  asked  David  or  I  soon  discovered  because  the  president 
called  everybody  to  attention  all  over  the  room  -  there  was  a  little 
platform  -  and  he  made  some  introductory  remarks  and  introduced 
John  Doolittle  and  John  Doolittle  or  Don  Rogers  -  one  of  them  - 
came  to  the  platform  and  made  some  pleasant  cordial  remarks  about 
their  delight  in  being  invited  The  usual  niceties  I  was  about  the  third 
and  last  person  called  upon  so  I  realized  I  didn  t  have  to  speak  about 
any  issues  Andldidnt  I  said  the  same  thing  Then  David  just  said 
You  join  us  for  dinner  the  president  of  the  association  and  a  couple 
of  other  leaders 

My  wife  and  I  went  up  to  the  hotel  room  just  to  wash  up  and 
meet  him  in  the  lobby  I  opened  up  the  envelope  and  there  s  a  check 
for  $2  000  payable  to  me  I  didn  t  want  a  check  payable  to  me  I 
wanted  a  contribution  to  my  campaign  committee  fund  and  so  I  came 
downstairs  met  David  and  I  gave  him  the  envelope  and  said  David 
I  don  t  want  this  money  personally  If  you  want  to  donate  money  to 
my  campaign  committee  that  s  different  So  he  took  the  check  and 
then  I  guess  a  week  or  two  later  whatever  it  is  there  was  a  check  for 
$2  000  payable  to  Kopp  for  Senate 
SENEY  That  changes  the  whole  business  doesn  t  if? 

KOPP  Yes  that  s  right  I  testified  to  that  expen ence  as  part  of  Frank  Hill  s 

defense  mUS  Distnct  Court  I  guess  the  point  was  what  is  the 
difference  between  a  campaign  contribution  and  an  honorarium9  Does 
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an  honorarium  constitute  a  bribe?  Does  a  campaign  contribution 
constitute  a  bribe?  Well  he  was  convicted 

Now  I  heard  this  but  you  never  know  whether  people  s  alleged 
statements  of  other  people  are  to  cause  dissension  or  not  but  about  a 
day  or  two  after  Frank  Hill  was  convicted  Bill  Lockyer  stopped  me  or 
saw  me  in  the  elevator  and  told  me  that  Willie  Brown  stated  that  I  had 
done  the  same  thing  for  which  Frank  Hill  was  convicted  Of  course 
that  was  I  suppose  either  destined  or  intended  to  generate  some 
outrage  on  my  part  or  indignation 
Was  he  needlmg  you  do  you  think? 

Probably  but  I  chalked  it  up  as  more  of  Willie  Brown  s  mischief  and 
insidiousness 

As  long  as  we  re  talking  about  Hill  what  about  Montoya?  I  know  you 
cosponsored  an  initiative  with  him 

Yes  Montoya  was  always  a  bit  of  a  problem  to  the  Democratic 
leadership  because  he  was  conservative  He  was  anti  abortion  Of 
course  so  was  David  Roberti  He  was  anti  choice  I  guess  is  the 
proper  term  He  [Joseph  Montoya]  was  rather  conservative  and  of 
course  we  were  seatmates  for  two  years  so  we  became  close  He  was 
an  active  guy  Fie  had  a  lot  of  money  m  the  stock  market  apparently 
because  he  d  come  in  everyday  with  the  Investors  [Business]  Daily 
In  any  event,  he  teamed  up  with  Ross  Johnson  and  me  and  Prop  73 
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was  passed  m  1988  even  though  we  spent  only  about  $150  000 
because  we  couldn  t  raise  money  for  it 

One  report  said  that  the  California  Medical  Association  had  given  you 
some  money 

They  gave  us  I  think  $25  000  That  was  A1  Pross  who  was  there 
Toward  the  end  of  the  campaign 

Y es  But  we  had  very  little  money  We  used  our  own  campaign 
funds  in  large  part  I  did  and  I  know  Ross  did  too  Joe  said  he  did  I 
don  t  think  Joe  spent  as  much  as  Ross  and  I  did  but  no  matter  It 
passed  and  then  of  course  it  was  challenged  almost  immediately  by 
the  Democrats 

The  mam  thrust  of  that  was  to  stop  the  transfer  of  funds  between 
candidates 

No  the  mam  thrust  was  contribution  limits  We  had  a  thousand  dollar 
limit  on  candidacies  for  the  Legislature  and  I  think  $5  000  limits  on 
candidacies  for  statewide  office  A  second  provision  was  to  prohibit 
the  transfer  of  money  one  politician  to  another  and  a  third  to  bar  public 
financing  Those  were  the  three  important  There  were  other  parts 
Another  part  was  to  prohibit  any  public  official  s  name  or  picture  on 
any  -  m  other  words  the  kind  of  letters  that  people  in  Congress  send 
out  under  the  franking  privilege  which  allows  them  to  send  out 
unlimited  letters  without  paying  postage  That  kind  of  a  provision 
You  couldn  t  send  more  than  200  letters  or  other  pieces  of  literature 
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That  provision  has  been  circumvented  with  the  connivance  of  the  Fair 
Political  Practices  Commission  or  the  acquiescence  I  should  more 
accurately  say 

In  that  same  election  Prop  6828  passed 

Yes  we  got  more  votes  We  got  58  percent  yes  votes  Prop  68  got 
53  percent  That  was  sponsored  by  Common  Cause  and  some  allied 
groups 

Which  meant  that  where  parts  of  your  initiative  and  their  initiative 

conflicted  yours  went  into  effect 

Yes 

But  where  there  was  no  conflict  elements  of  theirs  would  go  into 
effect 

That  s  correct  There  were  seven  or  eight  lawsuits  Lawsuits  filed  in 
Superior  Court  m  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  original  proceedings  m 
the  California  Supreme  Court  Then  of  course  the  lawsuit  which 
crushed  Prop  73  was  filed  in  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Eastern  Distnct  of  California  and  it  was  assigned  to  Judge  Lawrence 
Karlton  who  was  an  ex  Democratic  Party  activist  ex  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  board  of  directors  member  and  he  just  chewed  us  up 
in  that  litigation  As  a  matter  of  fact  Joe  Montoya  s  trial  in  that  same 
courthouse  m  Sacramento  was  continuing  at  the  time  we  began  the 
trial  of  that  case  which  would  have  been  January  of  1990, 1  think 
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I  did  the  legal  work  together  with  a  young  fellow  in  Ross  s 
office  -  Michael  Bogart  -  and  we  applied  for  and  were  granted  status 
as  interveners  The  Fair  Political  Practices  Commission  was  the 
defendant  Ross  had  never  been  in  a  trial  in  his  life  even  though  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  He  went  to  night  law  school  and  he  did 
pretty  good  at  trial  He  cross  examined  some  witnesses  I  carried 
more  of  the  laboring  oar  in  trying  the  case  but  the  judge  was 
unsympathetic  from  the  beginning 

A  trial  court  judge  can  shape  law  After  I  became  a  judge  two 
years  ago  -  or  no  last  year  m  2000  -  you  have  to  attend  judges 
college  and  a  court  of  appeal  justice  who  was  on  the  faculty  pointed 
out  that  a  trial  court  judge  can  make  law  maybe  not  m  the  same 
vaunted  way  which  an  appellate  court  judge  can  do  but  I  find  that 
regularly  you  re  deciding  questions  that  are  without  precedent  based 
on  facts  And  so  Judge  Carlton  made  a  good  deal  of  law  in  that  case 
A  good  deal  of  law  in  interpreting  the  evidence  and  the  provisions  of 
our  initiative 

Others  have  said  to  me  that  they  thought  he  had  a  bias  m  favor  of  the 
Democratic  Party  Senator  Maddy  said  so 

I  think  he  did  But  not  sufficiently  to  disqualify  him  under  the  Federal 
Rules  of  Civil  Procedure  or  internal  court  rules  It  s  very  difficult  to 
disqualify  a  federal  court  judge  It  s  not  at  all  difficult  to  disqualify  a 
state  court  judge  because  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  in  California 
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[Interruption  ] 

SENEY 
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gives  any  litigant  one  preemptory  challenge  or  disqualification  of  a 
judge  The  Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Procedures  do  not 
So  it  s  pretty  tough  to  move  that  to  another  court 
You  have  to  prove  bias  and  trying  to  prove  bias  of  most  judges  is 
What?  Me  biased? 

And  he  gets  to  rule  on  the  motion 
Yes  on  the  first  instance 

What  about  Mr  Montoya?  He  wasn  t  as  sympathetic  a  person  as  Mr 
Hill  was  he? 

No  I  d  say  more  - 1  don  t  know  most  over  50  percent  meaning  most 
-  but  more  people  had  no  regard  for  Joe  I  was  loyal  to  him  to  a  fault 
and  my  wife  thought  I  was  doing  too  much  and  engaging  in  too  many 
acts  which  were  part  of  friendship  I  think  that  s  ended  now  I  saw 
Joe  as  a  matter  of  fact  recently  My  wife  pointed  him  out  last 
February  We  were  in  San  Diego  for  the  California  Judicial  Council 
Conference  We  were  at  a  lunch  and  she  said  Isn  t  that  Joe 
Montoya?  It  was  Joe  He  was  working  on  some  plan  to  assist  the 
courts  with  some  kind  of  activity  I  haven  t  heard  from  him  in  a 
couple  of  years 

Go  ahead  Judge 

Joe  was  a  very  aggressive  money  raiser  and  he  rubbed  some  of  the 
Democrats  the  wrong  way  He  wasn  t  beloved 
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I  m  told  that  people  weren  t  really  surprised  that  he  was  doing 
something  shady 

I  d  only  known  him  a  year  and  a  half  at  the  time  the  FBI  made  that 
famous  nighttime  search  and  seizure  effort  at  the  Capitol  People  were 
not  surprised  I  heard  people  express  that  thought  but  I  didn  t 
experience  revulsion  over  Joe  He  wasn  t  a  malicious  fellow  I  was 
thrown  together  with  him  as  a  seatmate 

As  a  matter  of  fact  that  s  a  funny  story  too  I  was  given  a  choice 
of  seats  I  could  either  sit  with  Leroy  Greene  or  I  could  sit  with  Joe 
Montoya  My  seat  was  m  the  first  row  to  be  sure  but  it  was  all  the 
way  over  to  the  south  side  of  the  chambers 
That  s  a  pretty  good  seat  isn  t  it  for  a  freshman? 

But  I  liked  it  because  it  was  close  to  the  secretary  s  desk  and  there 
were  telephones  there  which  I  used  frequently  throughout  my  twelve 
years  But  particularly  the  first  couple  of  years  I  was  always  using 
those  phones  And  then  it  was  easier  for  the  staff  to  approach  and 
bring  documents  or  bring  messages  or  for  me  to  exchange  documents 
with  the  staff  But  my  then  chief  of  staff  said  If  you  sit  with  Leroy 
Greene  they  11  call  it  Cranks  Comer  [Laughter  ]  On  reflection  I 
should  have  sat  with  Leroy  Greene  Leroy  was  and  is  a  wonderful 
fellow  and  with  an  engaging  mind  He  loved  to  talk  law 
As  an  engineer 

Yes  as  an  engineer  I  should  have  sat  with  him  I  should  have 
because  after  Joe  Montoya  [Senator  Charles  M  ]  Chuck  Calderon  was 
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elected  and  replaced  him  I  didn  t  find  him  endearing  in  any  particular 
way  We  were  friendly  most  of  those  years  although  for  about  eight 
months  we  didn  t  talk  because  he  thought  I  had  stopped  one  of  his  bills 
the  last  night  of  the  session  in  order  to  assist  Lockyer  I  think  it  was 
1 997  I  know  it  was  But  he  was  not  as  redeeming  a  fellow  to  be  with 
as  Leroy  would  have  been  Even  though  Leroy  s  desk  was  in  the 
middle  on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  aisle,  and  it  would  have  been 
more  awkward  for  me  to  use  the  telephones  -  it  was  farther  away  - 
and  for  the  staff  to  bring  me  documents  it  would  have  been  a  better 
intellectual  experience  to  be  with  Leroy 

SENEY  How  about  Paul  Carpenter?  Did  you  have  much  contact  with  him? 

KOPP  Very  little  Paul  Carpenter  s  an  interesting  story  The  day  I  was 

sworn  in  -  December  1  1986  - 1  was  given  temporanly  I  think  John 
Foran  s  former  seat  former  desk  and  it  was  m  the  middle  on  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  aisle  I  have  a  faint  recollection  that  it  was  next 
to  Dan  Boatwright  Carpenter  was  in  the  desk  in  the  row  ahead  and  I 
recall  during  some  break  in  the  proceedings  that  afternoon  that 
Carpenter  came  over  to  my  desk  and  told  me  that  a  group  of  the  boys 
were  playing  poker  that  night  and  invited  me  to  join  the  poker  game 
[Laughter  ] 

SENEY  Did  you? 

KOPP  No  That  was  the  last  act  that  I  wanted  to  engage  in  was  to  play  poker 

But  I  had  to  laugh  because  he  called  me  Q  which  is  my  nickname 
Q  we  d  be  pleased  to  have  you  join  us  because  he  wanted  to 
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evaluate  me  of  course  I  had  a  reason  not  to  anyway  because  the 
49ers  were  playing  a  Monday  night  game  and  I  went  back  home 
immediately  after  the  session  with  my  son  Shepard 
There  were  reports  in  the  press  that  you  were  hurrying  people  back 
onto  the  bus  and  Let  s  get  rolling  here  because  you  didn  t  want  to 
miss  that  game 

Yes  That  s  right  In  fact  I  drove  back  in  a  car 
That  s  right 

I  came  back  in  the  car  yes 
With  your  son 
Yes  With  my  son 

But  to  go  back  to  Joe  Montoya  the  session  came  to  an  end  of 
course  1988  and  come  1989  he  was  no  longer  there  We  stayed  in 
touch  telephone  mostly  and  then  he  was  convicted  and  then  he  was 
sentenced  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  went  to  visit  him  at  Boron  which  was 
the  federal  prison  in  the  outer  reaches  of  Kern  County  near  San 
Bernardino  one  December  holiday  a  Christmastime  holiday  I  drove 
to  Chino  met  Senator  Ruben  Ayala  and  then  the  two  of  us  drove  to 
Boron 

What  was  that  like  to  meet  with  him  there*? 

Oh  it  s  one  of  these  camp  like  facilities  You  can  walk  out  of  the 
facility  anytime  onto  that  state  highway  There  s  a  state  highway 
there  I  kind  of  think  it  s  State  Highway  6  or  something  like  that 
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That  leads  to  an  expression  when  somebody  decides  to  leave  They 
call  that  Going  Highway  6  or  something 

But  it  was  a  Saturday  afternoon  You  meet  in  a  large  room  I 
don  t  know  that  it  was  the  cafeteria  It  was  a  pretty  large  room  a  lot  of 
families  there  In  fact  I  was  there  twice  I  went  to  see  him  twice  I 
went  to  see  him  a  second  time  after  Frank  Hill  had  been  convicted  and 
sentenced 
He  was  there  too*? 

Frank  Hill  was  there  too  So  I  saw  two  of  my  former  colleagues  Yes 
I  went  to  see  Joe  twice  I  think  it  was  the  next  year  A  friend  of  mine 
-  Fred  Tankel  who  s  a  lawyer  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  Harvard  Law 
School  friend  -  drove  me  to  see  him 
So  that  was  Joe  Montoya 

For  the  moment  I  can  t  remember  the  L  A  Senator  who  was 

convicted 

Alan  Robbins 

Yes  and  helped  to  set  up  Clay  Jackson  Did  you  have  much  dealmg 
with  Robbins9 

I  had  much  to  do  with  Alan  Robbins  too  Alan  Robbins  was  a  friend 
of  another  lawyer  friend  of  mine  in  Los  Angeles,  a  fellow  by  the  name 
of  Pete  Miller  Upon  my  arrival  in  the  Senate  he  befriended  me  m  the 
sense  of  greeting  me  We  talked  about  Pete  Miller  we  had  that  m 
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This  is  an  Alan  Robbins  story  After  I  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Transportation  Committee  Alan  Robbins  came  to  me 
with  an  idea  He  said  You  rent  the  Concord  and  you  charge  the 
lobbyists  $2  000  for  the  Concord  to  fly  you  to  Alaska  or  someplace 
circle  around  and  come  right  back  to  Sacramento  In  other  words 
the  Concord  flies  so  fast  that  you  11  be  able  to  do  it  in  a  couple  of 
hours  Pie  said  That  will  engage  all  the  lobbyists  in  the  field  of 
transportation 

There  was  a  lobbyist  there  who  was  the  nephew  by  marriage  of 
good  friends  of  mine  in  San  Francisco  -  Ike  Felzer  and  Shirlee  Felzer 
Shirlee  had  been  my  campaign  headquarters  coordinator  my  first 
campaign  for  public  office  in  1971  This  nephew  of  theirs  was  a  little 
bit  on  the  shady  side  and  he  was  part  of  this  arrangement  with  Alan 
Robbins  After  thinking  about  it  for  five  minutes  I  said  Well  let  me 
think  about  it  Alan  I  will  let  you  know 
I  take  it  the  flight  never  took  place 
The  event  didn  t  take  place 

Alan  was  on  the  Transportation  Committee  That  s  right  He 
was  on  the  committee  He  was  an  annoyance  with  respect  to 
legislation  that  he  sponsored  [Assemblyman  Richard]  Katz  became  a 
coauthor  of  such  legislation  but  there  was  a  rivalry  between  the  two  of 
them  because  they  both  represented  districts  in  the  San  Fernando 
Valley  Robbins  created  the  present  Los  Angeles  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Authority  which  was  a  bad  idea  but  it  was  Los 
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Angeles  and  I  went  along  with  it  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
theory  that  it  s  their  bailiwick  not  mine  but  it  s  a  bad  idea  Years 
later,  after  MTA  fell  on  its  face  with  the  Red  Line  extension  up  and 
over  the  hill  to  North  Hollywood  I  suggested  to  several  people 
including  by  this  time  Senator  [Richard]  Polanco  that  the  solution 
was  to  restore  the  two  consolidated  agencies  to  their  prior  status  One 
was  an  operating  agency  the  other  was  the  regional  planning  and 
programming  agency  akin  to  the  Metropolitan  Transportation 
Commission  [in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area]  But  the  consolidation 
couldn  t  be  undone 

But  that  was  Alan  Robbins  s  pet  transportation  bill  so  in  1988 
1989  we  struggled  with  that  bill  and  it  was  eventually  passed  So  he 
got  his  way  with  it  but  it  was  a  poor  idea  If  it  had  happened  five  or 
six  years  into  my  career  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  probably 
would  have  questioned  it  and  I  may  have  even  taken  a  position  against 
it  Of  course  it  would  depend  too  on  the  Democratic  leadership  as  to 
what  its  position  was  But  David  Roberti  didn  t  pay  any  attention  to  it 
he  wasn  t  interested  in  it  If  David  had  been  interested  in  it  in  88  and 
89  then  maybe  a  different  result  would  have  occurred 

SENEY  Did  you  find  that  on  occasions  when  the  Democratic  leadership  was 
interested  in  something  that  that  was  something  you  d  go  along  with? 

KOPP  David  Roberti  allowed  me  to  operate  almost  entirely  without 

oversight  but  there  was  oversight  He  had  a  lady  in  his  office  -  her 
first  name  is  Nancy  1 11  think  of  it  down  the  line  or  1 11  ask  somebody 
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and  we  11  fill  it  in  [her  name  is  Nancy  Michael]  She  would 
occasionally  attend  the  committee  meetings  to  monitor  me  in  the 
committee  which  was  I  suppose  appropriate  I  never  considered  her 
a  threat  or  an  intimidatory  presence  but  there  were  a  couple  of  times  - 
I  can  t  remember  the  issues  -  where  David  wanted  some  action  or 
some  inaction  It  wasn  t  anything  that  offended  me  so  I  d 
accommodate  them  Over  the  years  I  became  friendly  and  friendlier 
with  David  and  friendly  and  friendlier  with  Cliff  Berg  his  chief  of 
staff  so  our  relationship  was  congenial 

And  it  didn  t  stake  you  as  inappropriate  that  he  had  the  power  to  give 
a  committee  chairmanship  and  could  take  it  away  and  if  he  sent 
someone  to  keep  an  eye  on  things  from  time  to  time  that  didn  t  bother 
you 

It  didn  t  bother  me  much  It  didn  t  bother  me 
I  m  not  suggesting  it  should 

No  it  crossed  my  mind  What  the  heck  does  she  have  to  be  here  for7 
We  can  take  care  of  anything  Of  course  I  relied  tremendously  on 
Mehdi  Morshed  Mehdi  had  been  around  the  Capitol  in  this  kind  of  a 
position  for  probably  twenty  years  He  had  a  good  sense  of  what  was 
happening  politically  as  well  as  technically  in  the  field  of 
transportation 

And  he  would  likely  be  in  touch  with  Cliff  Berg  from  time  to  time7 
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Yes  If  there  was  something  which  needed  to  be  done  Although 
Cliff  would  generally  talk  directly  to  me  I  don  t  know  that  he  talked 
directly  to  Mehdi  very  much 

I  understand  he  was  regarded  as  a  capable  guy9  Cliff  Berg 
Yes  I  think  Cliff  is  capable  He  didn  t  look  like  it  The  first  time  I 
saw  him  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  accept  that  he  was  the  chief  of  staff 
to  the  president  pro  tern  especially  if  you  visited  his  office  which 
looked  in  shambles  But  Cliff  was  fine  We  had  a  good  secretary  of 
the  Senate  He  retired  after  my  first  year  I  ve  forgotten  his  name 
now  And  then  came  Rick  Rollins  who  was  a  gentleman  as  fine  as 
can  be  fair  and  impartial  and  objective 
Should  we  do  more  of  this  legislation9 

Yes  So  now  we  re  at  1989  1990  I  always  had  a  project  of  trying  to 
eliminate  the  irrationality  of  applying  the  sales  tax  to  other 
governmental  entities  to  cities  school  districts  and  special  districts 
Two  or  three  times  I  introduced  bills  to  exempt  them  from  sales 
taxation 

You  mean  they  were  paying  it  on  goods  they  purchased9 
Sure  They  still  do  and  it  makes  no  sense  You  re  transferring  tax 
money  from  one  entity  to  another  I  could  never  find  anyone  to 
understand  that 

I  tried  my  hand  at  water  in  1987, 1988,  and  1989  I  introduced  a 
bill  SB  27729  to  require  the  State  Water  Resources  Control  Board  to 
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adopt  environmental  standards  to  protect  San  Francisco  Bay  That  was 
stopped  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Water  Resources 
chaired  by  Senator  Ayala 

The  bill  I  mention  on  exempting  cities  counties  school  districts 

special  districts  and  the  state  from  the  sales  tax  was  SB  140  30in  1989 

The  major  bill  in  the  Transportation  Blueprint  for  the  21st 
1 1 

Century  was  SB  300  That  s  the  bill  that  increased  the  gasoline  tax 
over  a  five  year  period  from  nine  cents  to  eighteen  cents 
Did  that  pass'7 

Yes  That  was  part  of  a  five  bill  group  which  passed 

That  must  have  been  hard  for  Deukmejian  with  his  no  taxation  to 

swallow  Wasn  t  it? 

I  guess  so  but  that  blue  ribbon  task  force  emerged  with  this  group  of 
five  bills 

A  bill  that  I  was  very  much  interested  in  was  SB  438  which 
prohibited  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Equalization  from  participating  in 
an  adjudicatory  proceeding  if  he  or  she  has  received  contributions  of 
$250  or  more  within  the  previous  twelve  months  from  a  party  or 
participant  in  the  proceeding  That  had  previously  been  included  or 
that  was  later  included  SB  1738  Statutes  of  1990  and  it  was  dubbed 
The  Quentin  L  Kopp  Conflict  of  Interest  Act  of  1990  That  s  called 
tombstoning  a  bill  I  had  a  temble  time  with  that  in  the  Assembly 
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thanks  to  Mr  Willie  Brown  and  others  and  others  on  the  Board  of 
Equalization  of  course  which  opposed  it 
SENEY  Did  that  come  out  of  Paul  Carpenter  s  activities  on  the  Board  of 
Equalization1? 

KOPP  It  came  out  of  Carpenter  and  it  came  out  of  someone  else  It  came  out 

of  that  fellow  - 1  can  t  remember  his  name  now  -  [Conway  Collis] 
who  was  on  the  Board  of  Equalization  He  was  an  Alan  Cranston 
protege  His  name  will  come  back  to  me  He  was  from  Los  Angeles 
The  fellow  from  the  northern  part  of  the  state  who  was  my  ally  was 
[William]  Bill  Bennett  who  was  on  the  Board  of  Equalization  He 
testified  in  support  of  that  bill  because  here  my  theory  was  the  Board 
of  Equalization  is  sitting  in  a  quasi  judicial  capacity  It  s  like  a  court 
a  four  member  court  decidmg  on  an  assessment  for  a  railroad  or  a 
utility  You  can  t  conceive  of  a  judge  presiding  over  a  case  in  which  a 
judge  had  received  a  campaign — 

[End  of  Tape  17  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  18  Side  A] 

KOPP  A  judge  wouldn  t  preside  over  a  case  in  which  one  of  the  lawyers  or 

one  of  the  parties  had  contributed  money  to  the  judge  for  a  political 
campaign  or  some  other  purpose  or  even  for  a  nonprofit  agency  in 
which  the  judge  was  a  director  of  the  agency  or  a  member  of  the  board 
of  the  governing  board  unless  the  parties  stipulated  to  the  judge 
Were  made  aware  of  it 
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Yes  That  bill  was  finally  enacted  It  was  part  of  a  package  in  1990 
which  included  Senator  Roberti  s  so  called  ethics  bill  which  took  the 
setting  of  salaries  from  the  domain  of  the  Legislature  transferred  it  to 
this  California  Public  Officials  Compensation  Commission  and  as  part 
of  the  overall  agreement  -  that  s  nght  SB  38  was  Senator  Roberti  s 
bill  and  that  s  where  the  provisions  of  my  bill  SB  43  833  bamng  any 
Board  of  Equalization  member  from  participating  in  an  assessment 
decision  on  a  contributor  s  property  were  incorporated  My  bill  was 
incorporated  and  that  s  how  it  began 

The  problem  was  the  word  adjudicatory  in  the  opinion  of 
Legislative  Counsel  of  California  did  not  include  the  principal 
objective  and  intent  on  my  part  which  was  proceedings  in  which  the 
assessment  is  protested  It  s  an  archaic  legal  definition  Adjudicatory 
was  the  wrong  word  to  use 

Because  that  only  applied  again  as  you  say  once  it  was  protested  but 
not  in  the  original  assessment 

Yes  I  think  so  And  so  it  diluted  the  effect  of  the  bill  It  diluted  the 
effect  and  I  was  never  able  to  correct  it  after  Johan  Klehs  became  a 
member  and  others  I  ve  forgotten  the  names  now 

Conway  Collis  was  that  prior  Board  of  Equalization  member 
Here  was  a  bill  that  created  the  crime  of  commercial  bribery - 
SB  56934  -  which  I  liked  very  much  It  provided  that  a  bribery  statute 
applies  to  all  private  business  entities  and  personnel  and  that  an 
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employee  who  uses  his  or  her  position  in  a  business  enterprise  for  the 
benefit  of  any  other  person  in  return  for  money  or  anything  of  value  is 
guilty  of  commercial  bribery  That  emanated  from  a  lawyer  friend  of 
mine  in  Colorado  who  had  a  case  in  California  which  would  have  been 
made  easier  if  commercial  bribery  was  condemned  as  a  matter  of 
policy  in  California  by  means  of  a  Penal  Code  provision  That  bill 
passed 

SB  24735  expert  witness  fees  provides  that  an  expert  witness  in 
a  civil  case  can  t  charge  the  opposing  party  a  fee  which  exceeds  the 
fee  charged  the  party  who  retains  the  expert  based  on  an  hourly  rate  or 
a  daily  rate 

Just  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  flavor  of  some  of  the  bills  SB 
57  036  came  from  the  State  Bar  of  California  with  respect  to  registration 
of  a  trademark  It  provided  it  shall  be  constructive  notice  of  a  claim  of 
ownership 

SB  85737  for  my  friends  at  the  Cow  Palace  it  provided  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $175  000  from  the  Fair  and  Exposition  Fund 
to  the  Cow  Palace  which  technically  is  District  1 A  Agricultural 
Association  The  purpose  of  the  money  is  for  a  junior  livestock  show 
a  worthy  purpose 

SB  85 838  was  a  district  bill  of  importance  to  the  relatively  few 
number  of  people  who  live  on  the  coast  side  in  San  Mateo  County 
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It  s  an  unincorporated  area  of  the  county  It  authonzed  the  Montara 
Sanitary  District  to  assume  the  powers  of  a  county  water  district  In 
other  words  to  provide  water  and  that  s  because  water  was  provided 
by  a  private  company  It  still  is  This  power  has  never  been  exercised 
by  the  Montara  Sanitary  District  It  was  contemplated  it  would  raise 
money  in  some  way  to  buy  the  facilities  of  the  private  water  company 
That  was  opposed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  San  Mateo  County  I 
was  proud  of  that  bill 

Let  me  ask  you  about  the  one  on  the  State  Bar  Governor  Wilson  was 
unhappy  with  the  State  Bar  I  don  t  quite  know  why  but  he  vetoed 
them  having  fees  and  did  other  kinds  of  things  Were  you  involved  in 
that*? 

I  was  I  was  very  much  involved  but  that  was  later  That  was  1997 
1 998  Very  much  involved  in  it  But  the  State  Bar  of  California  had  a 
couple  of  lobbyists  One  was  Larry  Doyle  He  s  now  the  chief 
lobbyist  He  was  the  number  two  or  three  person  there  He  s  a 
Dartmouth  graduate  In  that  era  I  was  a  lecturer  every  year  at  the 
State  Bar  Convention  for  about  ten  years  I  conducted  a  panel  which 
was  designed  for  new  lawyers  on  how  to  build  a  law  practice  It  was  a 
practical  kind  of  course  on  tips  as  to  what  you  should  do  and  how  you 
start  I  d  have  three  other  friends  of  mine  every  year  usually  the  same 
three  but  occasionally  a  new  one 
I  imagine  it  was  well  attended  Was  it9 
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It  was  fairly  well  attended  It  was  well  attended  after  one  of  the  people 
who  was  a  part  of  it  -  Don  Caffrey  from  Long  Beach  -  propounded  the 
idea  of  inducing  the  State  Bar  to  include  it  as  a  credit  an  hour  or  two 
hours  for  the  mandatory  continuing  education  requirements  The 
attendance  tripled  after  Don  was  successful  in  doing  that 

But  I  had  Don  Caffrey  who  s  a  practitioner  in  Long  Beach  He 
started  with  a  medium  size  firm  -  Ball  Hunt  &  Hart  -  in  Long  Beach 
And  I  had  Stacey  Sullivan  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  then  living  in 
San  Diego  He  d  been  with  a  big  firm  in  San  Francisco  and  a  big  firm 
in  San  Diego  And  I  had  Barbara  [Friedman]  Goldeen  who  died  of 
cancer  unfortunately  two  years  ago  but  she  was  a  single  practitioner 
in  Lafayette  in  Contra  Costa  County  I  had  one  or  two  others  a  couple 
of  times  m  which  one  of  those  people  didn  t  show  up  But  I  did  that 
for  ten  years 

So  the  State  Bar  asked  me  to  introduce  probably  from  one  to 
four  bills  every  session  and  this  trademark  bill  was  one  of  them 

A  county  probation  officer  living  on  the  coast  side  in  San  Mateo 
County  asked  me  to  introduce  a  bill  to  require  a  trigger  locking  device 
on  any  firearm  sold  by  a  dealer  or  manufacturer  Of  course  that  is 
about  to  become  the  law  in  California  unless  Davis  vetoes  it  I 
shepherded  that  bill  through  both  houses  That  s  SB  861 39 
Deukmejian  vetoed  it  I  wasn  t  exactly  ahead  of  my  time 
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This  was  interesting  SB  487  prohibited  the  use  of  facsimile  to 
transmit  unsolicited  advertising  for  the  lease  sale  rental  gift  offer  or 
other  disposition  of  any  realty  goods  services  or  extension  of  credit 
In  other  words  junk  fax  Deukmejian  vetoed  the  bill 
SENEY  That  was  a  big  problem  when  fax  machines  first  were  available 

KOPP  That  s  right  I  had  testimony  from  witnesses  who  said  they  d  come  in 

in  the  mommg  and  the  floor  would  be  filled  with  junk  fax  which  had 
come  in  overnight 

This  was  the  Broadmoor  in  1989  This  was  SB  1082  the 
Broadmoor  Police  Protection  District  bill  which  I  outlined  That 
would  pass  by  both  houses  vetoed  by  Deukmejian 

Let  s  see  what  else  I  had  Oh  this  was  a  bill  that  was  very 
important  to  me  SB  1107  the  so  called  Consumer  Contract 
Awareness  Act  of  1990  This  requires  any  business  entity  to  provide 
customers  with  a  copy  of  any  written  contract  between  the  business 
and  the  customer  at  the  time  the  contract  is  signed  or  within  ten  days  if 
the  customer  signs  it  somewhere  besides  the  place  of  business  That 
became  law  Every  now  and  then  I  like  to  check  on  a  bank  to  see  if  I 
open  an  account  in  the  bank  I  want  to  see  if  they  give  me  a  copy  of  the 
deposit  agreement  which  I  signed  I  like  to  test  that  from  time  to  time 
SB  1232  was  a  bill  that  Clay  Jackson  proposed  but  also  was  a  bill 


that  was  based  on  an  idea  of  a  Dartmouth  and  Harvard  Law  School 
friend  who  s  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Virginia  Law  School  Jeff 
O  Connell  Voluntary  no  fault  liability  insurance  It  s  used  in  one 
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state  or  was  in  Kentucky  In  other  words  you  buy  insurance  You 
could  buy  the  standard  liability  insurance  policy  or  you  could  buy  a  so 
called  no  fault  insurance  policy  which  would  have  lower  premiums 
That  died  m  the  Senate  Committee  on  Judiciary  but  Clay  liked  that 
idea 

SENEY  He  represented  a  lot  of  the  insurance  companies  didn  t  he9 

KOPP  Yes  the  insurance  companies  were  almost  entirely  his  client  but  he 

did  represent  the  magazine  publishers  of  California  I  earned  a  bill 
which  reversed  the  application  [of  the  sales  tax  on  magazines] 
Remember  when  the  sales  tax  and  the  recession  was  applied  to 
newspapers  and  magazines9  I  had  a  bill  which  got  the  magazmes 
exempted 

I  was  continually  trying  to  effectuate  another  reform  with  the 
Board  of  Equalization  and  that  was  to  separate  its  adjudicatory 
functions  from  its  administrative  tax  collection  functions  so  that  it 
would  assign  tax  collection  and  administrative  functions  of  the  Board 
of  Equalization  and  the  Franchise  Tax  Board  to  a  Department  of 
Revenue  It  would  consolidate  the  Board  of  Equalization  and  the 
Franchise  Tax  Board  into  a  Department  of  Revenue  and  establish  a  tax 
court  similar  to  the  United  States  Tax  Court  which  hears  all  cases 
relating  to  U  S  income  tax  protests  or  disputes  I  fried  that  for  five 
years  I  could  never  effectuate  it 
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I  notice  I  got  it  out  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Judiciary  It 
required  a  constitutional  amendment  too  That  was  SCA  2940  I  notice 
here  it  died  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations 
SENEY  It  must  have  been  difficult  dealing  with  some  of  those  settled 
administrative  agencies  like  the  Board  of  Equalization 
KOPP  Oh  yes  The  Board  of  Equalization  members  opposed  it  because  there 

wouldn  t  be  much  for  them  to  do  after  that 

Let  s  see  What  else*?  This  was  a  bill  SB  149541  -  this  was 
either  from  Common  Cause  or  some  similar  organization  -  which 
required  the  impartial  ballot  analysis  in  the  state  Voters  Handbook  to 
identify  any  campaign  contribution  of  $10  000  or  more  which  was 
given  to  qualify  the  petition  for  the  ballot  and  to  show  written  evidence 
of  any  agreement  to  mclude  an  appropriation  for  a  particular  project 
within  the  initiative  m  exchange  for  a  campaign  contribution 

This  arose  out  of  a  distasteful  practice  which  was  invoked  by  the 
League  of  California  Conservation  Voters  with  a  bond  issue  either  in 
1988  or  1990  in  which  they  would  exchange  an  inclusion  of  a  pet 
project  of  a  potential  contributor  within  the  identified  uses  of  the  bond 
proceeds  in  exchange  for  a  campaign  contribution  or  a  contribution 
based  upon  obtaining  so  many  thousand  signatures  for  the  qualifying 
petition  So  they  re  selling  a  project  in  return  for  a  campaign 
contribution 

SENEY  Did  that  one  get  anywhere7 
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Eventually  it  did  SB  1495  was  vetoed  by  Deukmejian  but  eventually 
I  did  get  it  to  pass  and  then  it  was  struck  down  in  Sacramento  County 
Superior  Court  as  unconstitutional 

I  recall  another  example  of  that  was  the  tobacco  tax  initiative  that  had 
in  it  all  kinds  of  elements  Even  the  CMA  [California  Medical 
Association]  was  behind  it  because  it  helped  pay  for  Medicare  bills 
and  whatnot 

Sure  CMA  contributed  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  that  That  was 
the  practice  I  was  trying  to  outlaw 

SB  152342  is  notable  because  that  s  my  bill  which  provided  for 
automatic  vehicle  identification  systems  on  the  toll  bridges  in 
California  passed  and  signed  in  1990  It  took  ten  years  for  Caltrans  to 
effectuate  it  It  took  them  until  last  year  Caltrans  opened  one  lane  on 
the  Carquinas  Bndge  in  1997  - 1  have  transponder  number  one 
incidentally  -  and  that  one  lane  was  the  only  lane  despite  its  promises 
to  me  which  were  continual  until  the  year  2000  It  took  a  new  director 
of  Caltrans  to  effectuate  it  last  year  in  the  year  2000 
You  know  one  incident  that  was  on  the  press  struck  me  as  sort  of  - 
this  was  long  before  I  ever  was  going  to  interview  you  -  your 
relationship  with  Caltrans  and  this  was  when  the  speed  limit  was 
raised  on  the  highway  and  there  you  are  on  a  Caltrans  truck  I  can  t 
remember  which  interstate 
Was  that  2807 
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SENEY  Putting  up  the  new  sign  I  thought  that  was  a  terrific  indication  of  your 
rapport  with  Caltrans 

K.OPP  Yes  I  had  a  particularly  good  rapport  with  the  Caltrans  lobbyists  -  the 

legislative  liaisons  They  weren  t  lobbyists  in  the  true  sense  but  they 
were  the  people  I  depended  upon  for  information  and  knowledge  in 
committee  I  had  a  terrific  relationship  with  the  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles  legislative  liaison  Bill  Cather  To  this  day  I  call  Bill  with 
problems  I  ve  even  called  him  with  a  couple  of  court  issues 
decisional  issues  to  obtain  legislative  history  from  him  And  similarly 
with  the  California  Highway  Patrol  representatives  Those  three 
agencies  would  have  at  least  one  sometimes  two  liaison  people  at 
every  one  of  my  committee  meetmgs  and  they  were  just  stupendous 
Now  with  respect  to  the  directors  the  first  director  was  Bob 
[Robert]  Best  who  was  a  lawyer  appomted  by  George  Deukmejian 
Bob  and  I  had  a  good  relationship  because  we  were  both  lawyers  and 
we  both  had  a  similar  conservative  bent  but  of  course  he  was  subject 
to  his  appointing  power  s  policies  namely  George  Deukmejian  s 
And  then  Wilson  s  director  was  a  retired  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
colonel  Jim  [James]  van  loben  Sels  An  old  Alameda  County  family 
Once  in  private  practice  I  had  a  divorce  case  m  which  I  represented  a 
van  loben  Sels  but  that  s  beside  the  point 

Jim  van  loben  Sels  was  a  decent  man  a  fine  man  but  he  was 


circumscribed  a  good  deal  by  the  eventual  secretary  of  the  Business 
Transportation  and  Housing  Agency 
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The  last  three  or  four  years  was  Dean  [R  ]  Dunphy  who  was 
from  San  Diego  who  was  I  guess  an  old  friend  of  Pete  Wilson  s 
Dean  was  good  but  Jim  van  loben  Sels  fault  or  problem  in  my 
opinion  was  that  he  came  from  a  large  bureaucracy  and  you  re  at  a 
large  bureaucracy  -  19  000  employees  a  $6  billion  budget  -  and  he 
didn  t  disturb  the  pattern  or  pace  of  operations  of  that  agency 

Bob  Best  would  have  been  a  better  candidate  to  do  that  if  he  had 
a  governor  who  wanted  to  do  that 

Deukmejian  didn  t  want  to  do  it  Pete  Wilson  did  want  to  do  it  Pete 
Wilson  embarked  upon  a  policy  of  private  contracting  as  much  as 
possible  and  that  collided  with  PECG  -  Professional  Engineers  in 
California  Government  -  the  Caltrans  employees  union  There  were 
terrific  fights  over  that  Pete  Wilson  wanted  to  let  out  more  and  more 
work  instead  of  dealmg  with  the  department  itself  and  trying  to 
transform  it  or  reform  it 

By  the  end  of  my  service  I  came  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  private 
contracting  Those  private  contracting  firms  by  the  end  of  my  tenure 
meant  to  me  greedy  people  who  eventually  would  cost  taxpayers  more 
than  department  government  employees  would  cost  They  were  not 
the  answer  to  the  most  effective  use  of  taxpayers  monies  for 
transportation  The  answer  was  to  reform  the  bureaucracy  and  the 
department 

The  next  part  of  it  is  to  ascertain  if  they  asked  for  a  change  order 
based  on  that  with  more  money  for  the  contract 
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So  that  was  Caltrans 

I  had  a  mixed  relationship  with  the  California  Transportation 
Commission  By  law  I  was  a  nonvoting  member  ex  officio  and  so 
was  Katz  Well  Katz  never  came  I  tried  to  come  to  meetings  For 
several  years  I  had  policy  conflicts  but  the  last  four  years  to  me 
included  the  best  commission  membership  of  the  whole  twelve  years 
Some  outstanding  people  like  Bob  Wolf  Bill  Leonard  Sr  the  father 
of  the  assemblyman  former  Senator  before  that  former  assemblyman 
Jerry  Epstein  There  were  others  on  that  commission  who  were  very 
good  towards  the  end  of  Pete  Wilson  s  term  It  s  too  bad  they  couldn  t 
have  stayed  around 

Let  s  see  what  else  have  we  here?  Several  times  I  tried  to 
establish  a  law  which  required  landlords  to  pay  - 1  had  in  the  bill  -  5 
percent  annual  interest  on  security  deposits  of  at  least  $50  and  have 
those  which  were  held  for  at  least  a  year  or  longer  There  is  such  an 
ordinance  in  San  Francisco  I  thought  it  was  justifiable  maybe  5 
percent  It  probably  should  have  been  an  adjustable  interest  rate  At 
the  time  m  1990  5  percent  was  a  modest  rate 
SENEY  Today  it  would  be  a  good  rate 

KOPP  Today  it  d  be  good  so  you  d  probably  adjust  it  in  some  way  I  tried 

that  several  times  [Senator]  Hersch  [Herschel]  Rosenthal  had  tried  it 
before  I  did  He  tried  it  once  I  kept  at  it  I  got  it  onto  the  Senate 
Floor  I  notice  That  s  SB  175543 
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There  was  a  bill  I  wanted  to  mention  by  number  which  I  don  t 
think  I  had  mentioned  and  that  was  m  reference  to  my  very  first  year 
1987  I  mentioned  the  accord  and  satisfaction  bill 
SENEY  I  can  find  that  Judge 
KOPP  Oh  you  can  find  that*?  Okay  I  did  see  it  here 

SENEY  That  s  all  right  1 11  be  able  to  find  it 

KOPP  That  first  year  I  also  introduced  a  bill  -  SB  140044  -  to  prohibit  ticket 

scalping  and  that  arose  from  my  experience  with  the  Superbowl  The 
NFL  liked  the  bill  because  the  NFL  likes  to  conduct  a  Superbowl  in  a 
state  which  has  such  a  law  that  makes  it  illegal  to  scalp  tickets 
Louisiana  has  such  a  law  Florida  has  such  a  law  California  does  not 
It  was  SB  1400  It  was  stopped  in  I  think  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  with  a  comment  from  H  L  Bill  Richardson  to  the  effect 
that  that  was  just  good  American  enterprise  if  you  could  buy  tickets 
and  then  sell  them  at  a  scalper  s  price 

Let  s  see  what  else  I  had  I  did  carry  a  bill  for  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  Highway  and  Transportation  District  in  1990  -  SB  188245  - 
which  allowed  them  to  buy  automatic  toll  collection  equipment 
through  competitive  negotiation  rather  than  competitive  bid 

I  also  introduced  a  bill  which  was  passed  that  they  weren  t  quite 
as  enthusiastic  about  but  they  proved  me  wrong  because  of  Caltrans  s 
bureaucratic  intransigence  which  required  their  automatic  toll 
collection  equipment  to  be  compatible  with  anything  installed  by 
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Caltrans  That  held  them  up  for  several  years  and  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  actually  introduced  its  ATC  -  Automatic  Toll  Collection  - 
system  before  Caltrans  put  it  on  bridges  other  than  the  one  lane  on  the 
Antioch  bridge  But  I  wanted  them  to  be  compatible  and  they  are 
compatible 

I  also  had  a  bill  on  vandalism  -  graffiti  -  which  allowed  a  court 
to  suspend  restrict  or  delay  for  one  year  the  driving  privileges  of 
anyone  convicted  of  graffiti  related  vandalism  So  if  you  were  a 
fourteen  year  old  kid  you  wouldn  t  be  eligible  until  you  were 
seventeen  etc 

I  earned  several  bills  for  pharmacists  for  the  California 
Pharmacy  Association  Because  my  dad  was  a  pharmacist  I  always 
wanted  to  help  pharmacists 

SENEY  In  all  these  things  at  some  point  you  re  dealing  with  lobbyists  coming 
to  see  you  over  legislation  either  wanting  your  help  to  get  something 
passed  or  frustrated  I  actually  met  someone  recently  who  lobbied  for 
a  public  employees  group  who  said  that  in  terms  of  lobbying  she 
always  found  you  difficult  and  I  was  going  to  ask  you  She  said  you 
were  up  on  your  stuff  you  knew  what  was  going  on  but  you  d  sit 
there  and  kind  of  - 1  don  t  know  what  kind  of  a  look  I  haven  t  seen  it 
because  we  deal  differently  with  one  another 
KOPP  Probably  a  skeptical  one 

SENEY  Yes  I  think  something  like  that 
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I  was  always  skeptical  of  lobbyists  In  fact  I  was  so  mad  at  lobbyists 
as  a  group  after  I  was  elected  that  I  wouldn  t  meet  with  any  lobbyists 
other  than  those  who  I  knew  like  Bob  [Robert  C  ]  Clme  like  Jack 
Jones  like  the  fellow  Dan  something  from  the  Western  Growers 
Association  who  had  befriended  me  in  my  campaign  That  included 
Clay  Jackson 

Because  they  d  clearly  been  on  Papan  s  side  all  these  insider 
lobbyists 

A  lot  of  them  and  the  public  employees  union  employees  too  The 
only  reason  that  I  would  talk  to  CTA  -  California  Teachers 
Association  -  lobbyists  was  because  of  the  director  Ralph  Flynn  who 
has  died  of  a  heart  attack  but  who  was  a  friend  of  mine  before  I  ran  for 
the  State  Senate  Not  a  close  friend  but  a  fnend  through  Jerry 
Halhsey  who  did  some  legal  work  from  time  to  time  for  CTA  And 
then  of  course  the  second  time  I  ran  CTA  endorsed  me  and 
contributed  money  to  me 

Oh  I  was  skeptical  California  School  Boards  Association  had  a 
lobbyist  -  has  a  lobbyist  —  Laura  Walker  I  used  to  criticize  the  School 
Boards  Association  and  criticize  her  advocacy  on  the  merits  or  the 
dements  of  it 

But  with  respect  to  Clay  Jackson  I  wouldn  t  see  him  One  day  I 
got  a  telephone  call  from  Carl  Brown  who  s  now  dead  but  Carl 
Brown  Sr  was  the  CEO  of  California  Casualty  Company  located  in 
San  Mateo  and  the  Browns  were  major  supporters  of  mine  Major 
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[End  of  Tape  18  Side  A] 

[Begin  Tape  18  Side  B] 

KOPP  Anyway  one  day  Carl  Brown  Sr  called  and  said  to  me  Look  Clay 

Jackson  is  our  lobbyist  He  says  he  can  t  get  an  appointment  with  you 
Would  you  please  see  him?  I  said  Of  course  Mr  Brown  for  you 
If  you  ask  me  to  I  will 

Then  of  course  I  used  to  be  mesmerized  to  sit  there  and  listen  to 
Clay  analyze  all  the  actions  which  were  happening  with  respect  to 
insurance  Clay  would  from  time  to  time  because  Clay  was  a  lawyer 
and  he  practiced  with  Ted  Kolb  a  lawyer  in  San  Francisco  I  d  known 
for  years  and  he  would  preface  his  remarks  often  by  saying  You  re 
the  only  guy  who  s  a  lawyer  around  here  or  practicing  lawyer  who 
will  understand  this  and  then  he  d  tell  me  some  story  with  great 
indignation  over  what  had  happened  [Laughter  ]  Clay  was 
fascinating 

SENEY  Was  he? 

KOPP  Oh  he  was  fascinating 

SENEY  Capable  and  very  bright  I  take  it 

KOPP  Capable  as  could  be  I  had  him  as  a  guest  on  my  radio  show  once  too 

talking  about  msurance  This  was  the  period  1988  running  up  to  all 
of  those  initiatives  which  were  on  the  ballot  including  Proposition 
10346 

SENEY  The  insurance  initiatives  right 
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So  I  probably  was  skeptical  and  my  body  language  probably  showed 
it  to  many  a  lobbyist  because  I  started  with  the  premise  that  I  didn  t 
believe  what  they  were  telling  me  Over  a  period  of  time  you  d 
develop  reliance  upon  those  who  you  can  rely  on  as  far  as  facts  are 
concerned  I  can  think  of  people  like  Steve  Carlson  with  the  housing 
industry  Les  Spahn  in  transportation  Bob  Naylor  who  of  course  I 
knew  And  there  were  others  In  fact  there  were  a  good  many 
thereafter 

With  respect  to  any  transportation  lobbyists  often  Mehdi 
Morshed  would  be  there  for  the  meeting  and  Steve  Schnaidt  or  Steve 
Schnaidt  but  particularly  Mehdi  Mehdi  knew  those  lobbyists  better 
than  I  did 

What  s  Mehdi  s  ethnic  background^ 

He  s  Iranian 

That  s  what  I  thought 

He  came  from  Iran  and  graduated  from  Cal  eventually  His  graduate 
work  was  at  Cal  He  s  an  engineer  He  was  trained  as  an  engineer 

This  was  a  bill  that  I  did  -  interesting  - 1  guess  for  San  Francisco 
Airport  SB  240547  provided  that  anyone  who  bought  a  home  or  other 
structure  built  after  January  1  1991  with  knowledge  of  noise 
generated  by  a  nearby  airport  was  restricted  from  suing  for  damages 
for  the  effects  of  airport  noise  unless  the  noise  level  increased  by  1  5 
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decibels  or  more  over  that  level  at  which  it  was  when  the  property 

was  built 

Did  that  one  pass9 

It  passed  and  was  vetoed  It  also  required  that  kind  of  restriction  in  the 
deed  as  a  condition  of  the  deed 

Well  it  would  have  to  be  there  to  make  any  real  sense  wouldn  t  it  to 
be  binding9 

Yes  Well  let  s  see  what  else9 

What  do  you  think  is  the  most  important  legislation  you  sponsored9 

Oh  probably  the  [Ralph  M  ]  Brown  Act  revision48  which  came  later 

in  1995  -  1994  And  the  gas  tax  increase 

Dan  Fnedlander  told  me  he  thought  you  d  say  the  Brown  Act 

revisions 

And  then  of  course  the  legislation  providing  for  the  financing  of  the 
replacement  of  the  span  on  the  Bay  Bridge  the  eastern  span  from  the 
Yerba  Buena  Island  to  Oakland49 

There  was  a  lot  of  pressure  to  make  the  local  area  here  pay  for  it  all 

wasn  t  there9 

Yes 

And  you  wanted  it  funded  statewide 

Yes  We  wound  up  with  the  statewide  funding  two  thirds  of  it  and  a 
third  from  an  increase  in  the  toll  from  a  dollar  to  two  dollars  That 
language  out  of  that  legislation  has  been  destroyed  by  the  antics  of 
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both  Jerry  Brown  and  Willie  Brown  who  caused  a  delay  for  several 
years  m  the  initiation  of  the  construction  As  a  result  the  money  that 
was  estimated  at  the  time  which  was  about  $  1  3  billion  wasn  t 
enough  and  it  s  now  over  two  billion  three  million  It  s  gone  up 
about  a  billion  by  reason  of  delays  most  of  those  delays  -  at  least  two 
years  -  caused  by  them  claiming  that  the  alignment  was  imperfect  and 
should  be  revised  As  a  result  the  two  dollar  toll  which  was  only 
supposed  to  be  for  eight  years  but  with  the  option  of  maintaining  it  for 
another  two  years  a  maximum  of  ten  years  is  now  permanent  Very 
frustrating 

SENEY  Jerry  Brown  now  being  the  mayor  of  Oakland 

KOPP  Yes 

I  also  had  a  bill  -  SCR  1250  -  which  limited  the  number  of  bills  a 
legislator  could  introduce  After  Proposition  14051  passed  that  not 
only  limited  terms  but  it  also  required  a  reduction  of  37  percent  in  the 
Legislature  s  budget  and  also  prohibited  membership  in  the  state 
retirement  system  for  any  legislators  elected  after  it  took  effect 

Then  a  rule  was  adopted  which  limited  the  number  of  bills  which 
could  be  introduced  over  a  two  year  session  to  sixty  five  in  the  Senate 
and  I  think  it  was  forty  five  in  the  Assembly  But  I  introduced  that 
bill  Gary  Hart  had  been  trying  to  secure  such  a  rule  for  years  He  told 
me,  You  try  it  this  time  That  bill  failed  in  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Rules 
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SCR  20  -  Senate  Concurrent  Resolution  20  -  was  important 
Let  me  ask  you  first  Judge  who  would  be  the  big  arch  offenders  on  so 
many  bills  and  why  would  they  put  so  many  in7 
Well  Bob  Presley  introduced  the  most  He  used  to  introduce  ninety 
ninety  five  or  even  a  hundred  bills  or  more  It  wasn  t  anything 
malicious  on  Bob  s  part  People  reposed  confidence  in  him  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  so  people  would  go 
to  Bob  because  they  thought  that  his  authorship  would  ensure  success 
I  can  t  remember  anybody  else  besides  Bob  Later  by  the  end  of 
my  term  sixty  five  -  my  last  term  -  wasn  t  enough  for  me  and  I 
circumvented  the  rule  which  I  had  proposed  which  I  had  supported  at 
the  time  of  its  eventual  adoption  and  I  did  it  with  the  assistance  of 
Dan  Boatwright  and  others  Dan  Boatwright  in  his  last  term  adopted 
a  policy  position  of  not  introducing  any  bills  He  didn  t  have  to 
introduce  any  bills  because  he  wouldn  t  be  running  for  reelection 
anymore  And  so  what  he  would  do  at  my  request  -  he  actually  I 
think  triggered  the  idea  -  would  be  to  introduce  a  bill  and  then  it 
would  be  amended  He  would  be  replaced  as  the  author  by  me  and 
that  didn  t  count  as  an  introduction  I  probably  evaded  that  by  as 
many  as  ten  bills  by  1998  and  occasionally  I  d  find  some  other 
legislator  usually  a  Republican  who  wouldn  t  have  a  full  complement 
of  bills 

You  weren  t  slacking  off  even  though  you  weren  t  running  again 
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I  wasn  t  slacking  off 

Well  SCR  20  was  important  because  I  wanted  and  I  still  do  to 
build  a  crossing  either  over  water  or  under  water  a  tube  or  a  bridge 
between  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  San  Mateo  Hayward  Bridge 
particularly  to  connect  the  two  airports  SFO  and  Oakland  So  SCR 
20  required  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission  to  evaluate 
the  desirability  and  the  feasibility  of  such  a  crossing  I  had  a  terrible 
time  in  the  Assembly  with  that  bill  with  two  people  -  Jackie  Speier 
and  Delaine  Eastin  -  who  tried  to  stop  that  bill  the  whole  last  week  of 
the  session  The  whole  last  week  they  tried  to  stop  that  bill  by  a 
procedural  device  from  coming  to  a  vote 

I  remember  going  over  to  the  Assembly  one  night  in  that  last 
week  Brown  was  still  the  speaker  and  he  was  presiding  and  I  said  to 
him  This  bill  has  to  be  on  calendar  tomorrow  because  I  m  running 
out  of  time  and  he  cackled  and  said  Those  two  women  really  have 
you  running  around  And  I  said  Yes  and  he  said  Don  t  worry 
it  11  get  on  calendar  And  it  did  and  eventually  passed  MTC 
performed  that  analysis  and  it  described  an  alignment  between  the 
airports  I  think  it  estimated  the  cost  at  twenty  billion 

It  s  regrettable  that  it  hasn  t  been  done  It  is  regrettable  that  it 
hasn  t  been  started  Maybe  it  wasn  t  twenty  billion  maybe  it  was  four 
billion  Quite  a  difference  I  think  it  was  four  billion  but  anyway 
SCR  73  I  only  mention  that  because  that  named  a  part  of 
[Highway]  101  in  Healdsburg  The  Colonel  William  R  Bill  Lucius 
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Highway  Bill  Lucius  who  just  telephoned  me  was  a  friend  of  mine 
He  s  the  mayor  emeritus  of  Healdsburg  I  took  considerable  pleasure 
in  doing  that 

From  the  time  I  started  m  the  Legislature,  I  tried  to  secure  a 
resolution  ratifying  the  lost  amendments  of  the  United  States 
Constitution53  We  know  that  there  were  ten  immediate  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  after  the  Constitution  was  promulgated  in  1787 
Those  are  called  The  Bill  of  Rights  but  there  were  two  others  One 
dealt  with  an  archaic  and  obsolete  provision  relative  to  the  thirteen 
states  But  the  other  contained  a  provision  that  any  increase  in  salary 
for  members  of  the  Congress  could  not  take  effect  until  after  the  next 
election  for  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  which  means 
a  two  year  penod  so  that  anybody  running  for  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  be  running  knowing  that  he  or  she  had 
increased  his  or  her  salary  and  the  same  thing  with  a  third  of  the 
members  of  the  United  States  Senate  That  had  been  ratified  by  about 
six  of  the  onginal  states  and  then  the  progress  had  abated  for  some 
reason  or  another  Along  about  1878  another  state  -  Ohio  -  ratified 
and  then  it  abated  again 

Some  doctoral  or  maybe  just  a  baccalaureate  student  of  the 
University  of  Texas  found  this  sometime  in  the  1970s  and  exhumed  it 
and  made  it  a  cause  and  began  securing  ratification  from  a  group  of 
states  You  need  thirty  eight  states  to  ratify  an  amendment  to  the  U  S 
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Constitution  At  the  time  I  was  elected  there  were  about  thirty  four 
which  had  ratified  it  so  I  introduced  a  resolution  every  session  to  do 
that 

Here  s  SJR  23  in  1990  That  passed  the  Senate  Died  m 
Assembly  Committee  on  Rules 

SENEY  Did  you  ever  get  it  passed? 

KOPP  It  was  eventually  passed  but  we  weren  t  the  thirty  eighth  state 

SENEY  Because  it  has  been  ratified 

KOPP  It  s  been  ratified  We  re  the  thirty  ninth  state  and  it  frustrated  me  that 

we  were  the  thirty  ninth  rather  than  the  thirty  eighth 

Well  now  we  re  into  1991  Again  I  introduced  a  bill  to 
establish  the  California  Tax  Court  to  consolidate  the  Board  of 
Equalization  and  the  Franchise  Tax  Board  That  was  SB  2354 

I  reintroduced  the  Broadmoor  Police  Protection  District  -  that 
was  SB  2455  -  as  an  urgency  bill  and  that  bill  passed  in  that  form  that 
year  It  had  a  five  year  expiration  clause  or  sunset  clause  m  it  which 
I  had  to  accept  as  an  amendment 

I  introduced  a  bill  with  a  couple  of  Brown  Act  revisions  not  the 
major  legislation  SB  63 56  This  doesn  t  indicate  what  happened  to 
these  bills  so  I  ve  got  to  go  to  I  guess  another  showing  here 
SB  2357  was  killed  in  Senate  Appropriations  SB  24  the 
Broadmoor  Police  District  bill,  was  signed  by  Governor  Wilson  We 
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had  a  new  governor  by  this  time  SB  63  the  Brown  Act  revisions 
which  extended  the  statute  of  limitations  actually  for  suing  for  Brown 
Act  revisions  was  vetoed  by  Governor  Wilson  after  it  passed  both 
houses  SB  6858  providing  for  interest  on  [renters]  security  deposits 
lost  in  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  as  it  did  every  time  I 
introduced  it 

Another  policy  I  tried  to  implement  with  a  bill  was  change  in 
ownership  under  Prop  13  I  m  a  strong  supporter  of  Prop  13  But 
corporations  were  evading  the  intent  of  Prop  13  A  corporation  will 
change  ownership  in  this  sense  that  stock  is  sold  and  new 
stockholders  own  the  corporation  so  corporations  never  suffer  a 
change  in  ownership  unless  they  transfer  the  real  estate  but  the  owners 
of  the  corporation  will  change  And  so  my  bill  provided  as  it  did  in 
the  first  one  of  those  that  I  notice  here  -  SB  71 59  -  that  when  fifty 
percent  of  the  ownership  of  stock  changes  in  a  corporation  that  s  a 
change  in  ownership  and  any  real  estate  owned  by  the  corporation 
then  is  reappraised 

I  notice  here  I  got  it  through  the  Senate  I  got  it  to  the  Assembly 
Floor  and  it  lost  29  to  42  m  the  Assembly 
SENEY  I  would  think  that  would  be  a  tough  one  to  get  through 

KOPP  I  tried  and  tried  I  had  to  laugh  This  year  Bill  Leonard  in  the 

Assembly  made  a  comment  m  some  statement  that  I  read  saying  that 
this  was  uneven  treatment  as  between  an  individual  owner  of  real 
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estate  and  a  corporate  owner  of  real  estate  So  I  wrote  him  and  said 
Well  it  s  about  time  you  recognized  that  Bill  now  do  something 
about  it  [Laughter  ] 

Did  you  hear  back  from  him? 

Yes  I  think  he  sent  me  a  note  thanking  me  or  something  of  that  sort 
I  must  have  used  another  bill  also  the  following  year  for  that 
Oh  I  see  SB  71 1  used  in  1992  My  original  bill  on  that  Prop  13 
transfer  of  ownership  of  publicly  traded  corporations  was  a  1991  bill 
SB  8960  was  an  important  bill  That  exempted  nonprofit 
newspapers  and  newspapers  which  are  distributed  on  a  without  charge 
basis  from  the  sales  tax  the  sales  tax  having  been  imposed  on 
newspapers  as  part  of  the  1991  Budget  Act  Pete  Wilson  s  first  year 
Poor  Pete  Wilson  He  became  governor  and  immediately  was 
confronted  with  a  $7  billion  deficit  but  in  the  following  year  it  was 
$14  billion  so  he  had  to  trigger  increases  in  taxes  trying  to  disguise 
them  as  best  as  he  could 

Senator  Maddy  told  me  that  they  had  decided  when  that  $14  billion 

budget  -  was  that  the  year  the  sales  tax  was  passed7 

No  the  sales  tax  was  passed  the  year  before  the  first  year 

Well  he  said  he  got  a  lot  of  heat  from  that 

Ken  supported  that  He  always  thought  the  newspapers  should  be 

subject  to  the  sales  tax 

He  slipped  it  m 
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Yes  Because  by  that  time  he  was  on  the  Revenue  and  Taxation 
Committee  I  think  I  may  have  voted  for  it  but  then  the  Bay  Guardian 
came  to  me  and  said  Look  we  re  free  why  should  we  pay  sales 
tax9  which  is  a  semi  fallacious  argument  because  of  course  they 
make  money  out  of  advertising  But  at  least  on  the  distribution  side  it 
made  sense  so  I  sponsored  the  bill  I  notice  this  went  to  the  governor 
September  25th  of  1 99 1  so  it  was  after  the  original  sales  tax 
exemption  had  been  removed  for  all  newspapers  and  magazines 

SB  12661  dealing  with  the  Montara  Sanitary  District  was  passed 
again  and  this  time  it  was  signed  by  a  new  governor 

SB  134  the  trigger  lock  device  bill  was  passed  again  Vetoed 
again  by  a  different  governor 

Did  you  meet  with  Wilson  when  he  came  into  office  or  his  people9 
No  not  m  particular  Pete  was  not  particularly  warm  in  terms  of 
encouraging  relationships  with  legislators  I  knew  his  people  from  our 
poor  relations  particularly  Otto  Boz  I  met  with  Otto  from  time  to 
time  I  did  meet  with  Pete  at  least  once  in  1991  because  that  is  to  me 
the  memorable  conversation  with  respect  to  a  judgeship  I  don  t  know 
whether  I  recited  that 
I  can  t  remember  if  you  did 

I  11  do  it  quickly  It  doesn  t  take  much  time  One  day  in  1991  -  it 
must  have  been  after  the  budget  was  passed  probably  August  or 
maybe  even  early  September  - 1  was  in  his  office  we  were  talking 
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about  some  bill  and  one  of  his  assistants  went  out  of  the  office  to 
obtain  either  some  statutory  code  book  or  something  like  that  and  he 
and  I  were  alone  And  he  said  What  do  you  want  to  do  when  all  of 
this  is  over*?  By  now  term  limits  were  in  effect  And  I  said  Well  I 
always  wanted  to  be  a  judge  I  said  A  trial  court  judge  Notan 

appellate  judge  or  justice  And  he  said  When  the  time  comes  let 
me  know 

The  time  came  in  the  fall  of  1998  I  had  a  lunch  at  the  Sutter 
Club  in  October  with  John  Davies  who  was  his  legal  appointment 
secretary  for  all  the  judgeships  and  I  had  assisted  John  measurably 
John  was  up  for  Board  of  Regents  for  confirmation  and  the  Democrats 
were  in  an  uproar  over  several  issues  with  the  University  of  California 
I  was  in  an  uproar  over  the  fact  that  the  regents  had  given  retiring 
president  David  Pierpont  Gardner  about  a  million  dollars  It  was  a 
giveaway  which  they  concealed  m  the  form  of  additional  severance  or 
pension  Wilson  and  Willie  Brown  on  reconsideration  of  that  at  a 
regents  meeting  had  reemphasized  it  Brown  was  still  speaker  at  the 
time  I  ve  forgotten  what  year  it  was  but  I  had  earned  the  ball  in 
calling  the  public  s  attention  to  it  Tom  Hayden  had  assisted 
operating  independently  We  weren  t  close  in  those  days 

So  now  these  new  nominees  came  along  and  one  of  them  was 
rejected,  a  fellow  from  Santa  Clara  County  by  the  name  of  Lee,  who 
was  Chinese  Amencan  who  later  claimed  racial  discnmination  which 
was  utter  nonsense  and  I  think  a  second  one  had  been  rejected  John 
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Davies  was  coming  along  and  I  called  my  friend  Stacey  Sullivan  in 
San  Diego  to  ask  him  about  John  Davies  whom  he  knew 

You  were  talking  about  John  Davies  and  calling  your  friend  Stacey 
Sullivan 

Stacey  gave  high  marks  to  John  Hayden  attacked  him  and  attacked 
the  confirmation  and  some  other  Democrats  did  too  But  I  not  only 
voted  to  confirm  John  but  I  also  made  a  speech  about  his  good 
reputation  in  San  Diego  as  a  lawyer  He  appreciated  it  and  I  don  t 
think  he  ever  forgot  it  because  in  a  sense  my  speech  may  have  turned 
the  tide  on  his  confirmation  Or  putting  it  in  a  negative  way  if  I  had 
opposed  him  it  may  have  triggered  enough  incentive  for  the 
Democrats  to  have  rejected  it  because  Lockyer  was  in  that  kind  of  a 
mood  at  the  time 

He  was  getting  ready  to  run  for  attorney  general  wasn  t  he  at  that 
point7 

Yes  So  in  October  1998  John  and  I  had  lunch  at  the  Sutter  Club  In 
1997  there  was  legislation  enacted  creating  twenty  new  superior  court 
judgeships  m  various  counties  but  the  Democrats  refused  to  fund 
those  judgeships  m  the  annual  budget  By  that  time  I  was  chairman  of 
the  budget  subcommittee  -  it  was  Subcommittee  4  -  which  was  all  the 
outdoor  agencies  natural  resources  and  the  judiciary  and 
transportation  because  I  had  transportation  switched  from 
Subcommittee  2  to  Subcommittee  4  at  the  time  Lockyer  appointed 
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me  chairman  of  that  subcommittee  It  was  kind  of  a  difficult  pill  for 
me  because  by  that  time  I  had  my  eye  on  one  of  those  counties  - 
Sonoma  County  A  judgeship  was  added  m  Sonoma  County  and  I  had 
my  eye  on  that 

Now  1998  Wilson  of  course  m  the  proposed  budget  included 
money  to  pay  for  those  new  judgeships  including  of  course  Sonoma 
County  Specifically  at  that  time  there  was  a  command  from 
Lockyer  s  office  to  delete  that  money  in  the  subcommittee  And  it 
ought  to  be  explained  that  I  was  part  of  the  group  of  Democrats  by 
that  time  which  met  regularly  about  the  budget  In  fact  I  think  by  that 
time  Burton  was  the  president  pro  tern  because  I  remember  Burton  was 
at  the  meeting  I  didn  t  kick  up  a  fuss  over  it  because  it  would  have 
stood  out  and  it  would  have  called  attention  to  me  I  thought  well 
silence  or  acquiescence  is  the  better  part  of  valor  for  now 

Along  about  that  time  I  called  several  people  friends  in  Sonoma 
County  I  called  Henry  Tnone  the  major  Republican  the  wealthiest 
person  m  the  county  and  told  him  what  I  had  in  mind  I  asked  him 
what  he  thought  and  he  jumped  on  it  He  said  Oh  we  ve  got  to  get 
you  here  We  ve  got  to  get  you  here  And  I  called  another  family 
friend  Gene  Benedetti  Clover  Dairy  and  received  the  same  response 
from  him  And  I  called  a  lawyer  friend  Leroy  Lounibos  Jr  in 
Petaluma,  and  he  was  delighted,  excited,  over  the  idea  So  I  had  laid 
the  foundation  with  those  who  counted  in  Sonoma  namely  the 
Republican  establishment 
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That  slipped  out  Somebody  heard  about  that  because  The 
Examiner  did  a  story  along  about  August  or  September  of  98  in  which 
they  quoted  the  Republican  county  chairwoman  as  saying  We  don  t 
want  any  carpetbaggers  up  here  But  I  wasn  t  concerned  with  that  I 
knew  other  lawyers  there  and  I  d  spent  so  much  time  over  the  years  in 
Sonoma  It  would  have  meant  moving  to  Sonoma  which  I  wanted  to 
do 

SENEY  That  s  hardly  a  bad  choice  right9 

KOPP  No  I  wanted  to  move  There  was  no  appropriation  money  so  there 

was  no  judgeship  possible  in  Sonoma  County  and  that  was  the 
circumstance  somewhat  melancholy  circumstance  in  which  I  sat 
down  for  lunch  with  John  Davies  John  observed  at  the  outset  of  the 
lunch  It  s  just  too  bad  that  that  judgeship  in  Sonoma  wasn  t 
consummated  And  I  said  Yes 

John  had  become  attached  apparently  to  the  North  Bay  and  he 
talked  about  visiting  wineries  in  Napa  County  and  I  think  maybe  in 
Mendocino  County  so  he  visualized  it  I  almost  inferred  from  him 
that  he  was  about  to  move  to  Napa  County  or  someplace  He  hasn  t 
moved  he  still  lives  in  San  Diego  And  then  the  next  utterance  from 
him  was  that  We  ve  canvassed  all  the  judges  to  ascertain  who  might 
be  retiring  before  the  end  of  the  term 
[End  of  Tape  18  Side  B] 
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The  only  three  counties  where  there  appear  to  be  vacancies  are 
Sacramento  Yolo  and  San  Mateo 

I  looked  at  him  and  I  said  San  Mateo7  What  s  wrong  with 
San  Mateo7 

He  said  Well  nothing  s  wrong  with  San  Mateo 
I  said  Well  San  Mateo  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  with  me 
And  he  said  Well  let  me  talk  to  the  governor  and  he  did 
He  called  me  back  about  a  week  or  a  week  and  a  half  later  and  he 
said,  That  s  fine 

Now  there  s  a  procedure  which  includes  completing  a  forty  page 
form  which  asks  questions  about  your  prior  legal  experience  major 
trials  major  cases  major  cases  on  appeal  and  there  s  also  a  procedure 
then  of  submitting  the  name  to  what  s  called  the  JNE  Commission  the 
Commission  on  Judicial  Nominees  Evaluation  and  it  s  about  twenty 
twenty  five  people 
Was  this  the  State  Bar7 

Yes  it  s  a  State  Bar  sponsored  entity  John  said  if  the  nomination  or 
the  appointment  -  how  did  he  phrase  it7  If  the  application  is  received 
at  a  certain  time  there  isn  t  a  sufficient  time  period  for  the  JNE 
Commission  to  react  to  the  application  and  so  I  said  Well  you  tell 
me  when  the  application  should  be  received  and  he  did  It  was  some 
date  in  November  or  December  Although  I  did  conscientiously 
complete  the  application  I  doubt  I  would  have  had  to  complete  the 
application  In  fact  there  s  a  judge  on  our  court  -  Tom  Smith  who  is 
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retired  in  law  but  in  fact  he  sits  on  a  pro  tern  assignment  every  day  - 
and  Tom  told  me  that  all  he  did  when  he  was  under  appointment 
consideration- 1  guess  he  was  appointed  by  Ronald  Reagan  -  is  he  just 
sent  a  letter  in  and  then  he  was  appointed 
That  s  interesting  In  other  words  Wilson  didn  t  want  the  JNE 
Commission  to  pass  on  you  He  rejected  all  of  that  didn  t  he? 

Yes 

Did  he  not  say  I  m  not  going  to  pay  attention  to  these  people  ? 
Because  that  commission  had  done  an  evil  act  with  his  nomination  of 
[Associate  Justice]  Janice  [Rogers]  Brown  to  the  California  Supreme 
Court  I  think  she  s  a  first  rate  Supreme  Court  justice  It  s  interesting 
to  me  that  the  last  time  I  saw  Stanley  Mosk  m  person  was  at  Christmas 
of  1999  -  Christmastime  His  wife  and  he  had  a  cocktail  reception  m  a 
room  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  She  was  the  only  supreme  court  justice 
present  Stanley  must  have  respected  her  acumen 

But  the  JNE  Commission  evaluated  her  as  not  qualified  and  then 
it  leaked  that  evaluation  So  Pete  Wilson  understandably  had  no 
respect  for  the  JNE  Commission 

My  application  was  lodged  m  late  November  or  early  December 
and  I  saw  Pete  Wilson  in  December  at  a  Commonwealth  Club 
luncheon  where  he  was  the  speaker  and  I  was  invited  by  the 
Commonwealth  Club  to  sit  at  the  head  table  California  Supreme 
Court  [Associate]  Justice  Chin  was  the  president  of  the 
Commonwealth  Club  [of  California]  m  1998  so  he  presided  over  the 
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lunch  speech  Pete  made  some  reference  to  me  m  his  speech  to  the 
effect  of  my  official  service  to  the  public  over  the  years  and  that  there 
may  be  further  opportunity  for  public  service  by  me 
And  you  knew  what  that  meant 

So  I  knew  at  that  time  that  I  d  be  appointed  and  the  actual 
appointment  was  made  -  or  I  was  notified  by  John  Davies  by 
telephone  maybe  a  day  before  Christmas  or  a  day  afterward  and  he 
asked  me  where  I  would  be  on  January  1st  or  if  I  could  be  sworn  in  on 
January  1st  That  s  what  he  asked  me  And  I  said  Well  1 11  be  in 
Los  Angeles  and  I II  be  at  the  Rose  Bowl  so  I  can  t  be  sworn  in  on 
January  1st  but  how  about  January  2nd  in  Los  Angeles'?  And  he 
said  That  11  work 

You  know  I  read  numerous  things  You  were  at  your  brother  m  law  s 
house'? 

My  sister  s  house 

And  it  was  nice  The  family  was  there 
Yes  we  had  about  fifty  people 

Right  For  some  reason  it  suggested  he  wanted  to  get  it  done  right 
away  Was  that  the  case1? 

Because  he  was  leaving  office  January  4th  I  think  it  was  midnight 
isn  t  if?  Midnight  January  4th 
I  think  so 

He  wanted  to  make  sure  it  was  consummated  before  he  left  That  s 
how  it  happened 
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Did  you  get  much  gnef  for  that  appointment? 

No 

Because  I  have  some  words  from  John  Burton  here  May  I  read  these? 
Yes 

It  s  from  The  Chronicle  on  December  22  1998  on  page  A19  He 
supported  Wilson  against  Femstein  Dan  Lungren  when  he  ran  for 
governor  against  incoming  Governor  Davis  Represented  Matt  Fong 
against  Democratic  U  S  Senator  Barbara  Boxer  and  Republicans  for 
the  State  Senate  He  certainly  paid  enough  for  the  judgeship 
It  is  vintage  Burton 

Because  you  and  he  get  along  fairly  well  don  t  you? 

Yes  We  got  along  even  after  he  became  the  pro  tern  After  he 
became  the  pro  tem  whatever  it  was  June  or  July  of  1998  -  he  was 
pro  tem  by  the  time  we  enacted  the  annual  budget  -  he  came  to  see  me 
about  the  committee  assignments  this  and  that  and  there  were  a 
couple  of  special  committees  or  select  committees  that  I  was 
chairman  I  was  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Information 
Technology  I  was  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Government 
Procurement  which  I  inherited  from  Dan  Boatwright  and  was 
chairman  of  for  two  years  97  98  He  asked  me  about  these 
committees  The  implication  was  could  he  either  eliminate  the 
committee  or  eliminate  my  chairmanship?  I  don  t  remember  much  of 


a  response 
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The  only  thing  he  extracted  he  wanted  the  passage  of  a  bill  to 
establish  a  special  license  plate  for  AIDS  raising  money  to  treat 
AIDS  and  it  would  have  some  kind  of  a  violet  ribbon  or  loop  or 
whatever  it  was  and  it  was  instigated  by  a  young  fellow  on  the  board 
of  supervisors  whom  I  ve  known  since  he  was  an  infant  -  Gavin 
Newsom  -  and  it  vexed  me  that  he  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  board 
of  supervisors  memorializing  the  San  Francisco  delegation  and  the 
Legislature  to  introduce  such  a  bill  So  somebody  had  introduced  it  It 
wasn  t  Burton  himself  It  was  [Assemblywoman  Carole]  Migden  I 
think  in  the  Assembly  so  they  could  pass  it  in  the  Assembly  but  they 
were  confronted  with  me  in  the  Senate  and  my  policy  on  special 
license  plates 

He  wanted  me  to  turn  an  eye  when  that  bill  got  to  the  Senate  and 
reluctantly  I  said  All  right  So  he  brought  it  up  on  the  Senate  Floor 
He  did  it  the  last  day  or  day  before  the  end  of  session  He  brought  it 
up  on  the  Senate  Floor  when  I  wasn  t  there  and  he  got  it  passed 

And  then  it  s  interesting  I  had  the  last  laugh  because  there  was 
implemented  a  policy  ten  years  before  that  you  had  to  sell  5  000  of 
these  plates  m  order  to  perfect  the  plate  with  the  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles  because  less  than  5,000  wouldn  t  be  sensible  from  a  cost 
standpoint  But  you  had  whatever  you  had  two  or  three  years  to  do  it 
and  they  didn  t  do  it 
Is  that  right*? 
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That  s  right  They  didn  t  do  it  and  I  had  the  delight  of  wnting  young 
Gavin  Newsom  and  saying  Isn  t  it  interesting  that  after  all  of  that 
tumult  and  embarrassment  on  your  part  of  me  that  you  couldn  t  even 
procure  5  000  purchases? 

Boy  somebody  dropped  the  ball  didn  t  they? 

I  guess  so 

That  shouldn  t  have  been  hard  to  do 
It  shouldn  t  have  been 

But  there  are  others  that  haven  t  done  it  Before  I  adopted  this  policy 
Frank  Hill  had  a  bill  for  a  special  plate  for  UCLA  alumni  and  he 
couldn  t  get  5  000  for  that 
Is  that  right? 

Yes  But  anyway,  to  conclude  that  part  of  It  -  this  should  be  in  the 
history  -  Burton  left  me  alone  all  through  his  tenure  He  may  have 
become  president  pro  tern  about  April  of  1 998  I  participated  in  all  of 
the  budget  discussions  What  they  would  have  is  a  meeting  of  the 
president  pro  tern,  the  chairman  of  the  Budget  Committee  -  who  was 
the  chairman?  I  can  t  remember  Was  it  Pat  Johnston?  Pat  was 
chairman  of  the  Appropriation  s  Committee  so  he  was  there  Was  it 
Steve  Peace  already  who  was  head  of  Budget?  I  know  Steve  Peace 
was  there  because  he  was  on  the  Budget  Committee  and  was  chairman 
of  a  subcommittee  In  other  words  you  d  have  the  four  budget 
subcommittee  chair  people  there  and  Pat  Johnston  and  Burton  and  the 
staff  and  the  staff  would  go  through  all  of  these  various  scenarios 
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But  most  of  it  to  me  was  setting  a  target  as  to  what  your 
subcommittee  could  approve  As  I  remember  you  had  to  reduce  what 
was  proposed  either  by  the  governor  or  the  Assembly  to  get  to  a 
certain  amount  of  money  There  was  never  usually  anything  specific 
Sometimes  it  would  be  manifested  as  in  delete  all  the  money  to  fund 
twenty  judgeships  or  something  of  that  sort 

So  we  got  along  pretty  good  I  did  endorse  Matt  Fong  on  the 
theory  that  California  s  better  served  by  having  a  Republican  and 
Democrat  in  the  U  S  Senate  and  secondly  Fong  from  a  policy 
standpoint,  was  much  more  agreeable  to  me  than  Barbara  Boxer  ever 
would  be  - 1 11  devote  a  chapter  in  my  book  to  Barbara  Boxer  s  good 
fortune  in  being  a  U  S  Senator  -  and  I  had  done  that  only  after  I  d 
talked  to  the  BART  lobbyist  m  Washington  D  C 

I  hadn  t  liked  him  at  the  beginning  in  the  fight  for  BART  to  the 
airport  I  hadn  t  thought  he  was  effective  because  we  were  being 
caught  with  the  federal  appropriation  in  both  the  House  and  in  the 
Senate  side  We  were  fighting  Congressman  Frank  [R  ]  Wolf  from 
Virginia  who  s  a  good  man  but  he  had  a  staff  man  who  was  dyspeptic 
about  the  BART  to  SFO  [Extension]  Project  In  the  Senate  we  were 
fighting  Richard  [C  ]  Shelby  from  Alabama  who  was  chairman  of  the 
relevant  committee  I  didn  t  think  much  of  this  lobbyist  But  then 
after  one  trip  in  particular  to  Washington  to  lobby  that  effort,  I  began 
to  respect  his  judgment  more  and  more 
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He  had  a  firm  and  still  has  with  the  ex  Republican  congressman 
from  San  Diego  Bill  Lowry  He  himself,  handled  the  Democratic 
side  mostly  and  there  was  a  third  partner  in  the  firm  I  talked  to  him 
and  I  said  From  your  vantage  point  which  is  better?  Two  from  the 
same  party?  The  same  party  as  the  President?  etc  He  said  Well 
usually  it  s  better  particularly  in  this  circumstance  where  the  Congress 
is  Republican  and  the  President  is  Democrat,  to  have  a  Republican  and 
a  Democrat  So  that  was  the  basis  on  which  I  endorsed  him 
Then  with  respect  to  Lungren  I  had  gotten  to  not  only  like 
Lungren  but  I  d  earned  several  bills  for  the  office  One  of  my  close 
friends  Tracey  Buck  Walsh  was  one  of  his  two  or  three  noncivil 
service  deputies,  she  and  another  friend  Sue  Ellen  Woolndge  Tracey 
used  to  ask  me  to  sponsor  a  good  many  of  his  bills  so  I  had  seen  a 
good  deal  of  him  over  the  years 

Ken  Maddy  was  an  influence  also  Ken  Maddy  told  me  he  d 
written  a  ten  or  eleven  page  letter  to  Dan  Lungren  on  what  Dan 
Lungren  should  do  in  the  campaign  I  was  on  a  visit  a  protocol  type 
of  visit  to  Perugia  Italy  with  Ken 

SENEY  Maddy  also  gave  him  $250  000  A  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  from 
what  was  left  over  of  his  campaign  funds  and  then  raised  another 
hundred  thousand  for  him  He  thought  he  was  probably  the  largest 
single  source  of  money  for  Lungren 

Ken  and  I  were  together  Ken  was  the  delegation  chairman  together 
with  Senator  Pat  Johnston  Assemblywoman  Kerry  [Lynn]  Mazzoni 
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from  Mann  and  Senator  Bruce  McPherson  who  s  a  Republican  from 
Santa  Cruz  County  There  was  Ken  there  was  Bruce  there  was  Pat 
there  was  Kerry  Mazzoni  and  me  so  there  were  five  of  us  We  have  a 
sister  state  relationship  with  the  province  of  Umbria  the  capital  of 
which  is  Perugia  So  we  were  there  for  about  a  week  A  little  over 
We  were  there  almost  ten  days  in  Italy  so  we  talked  a  good  deal 
naturally  He  [Maddy]  iterated  that  California  was  better  if  there 
wasn  t  a  single  party  domination  of  both  Executive  and  Legislative 
branches 

I  preferred  innately  Dan  Lungren  on  the  basis  of  policies  to 
Gray  Davis  I  d  known  Gray  Davis  since  the  Jerry  Brown  era  1965 
and  on  and  I  thought  of  him  as  simply  an  ambitious  person  who  s 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  raising  money  I  didn  t  like  his 
administration  of  the  office  of  controller  I  didn  t  like  him  constantly, 
every  year  the  Legislature  was  late  m  enactmg  the  budget  lecturing  to 
the  Legislature  about  what  it  should  do  or  shouldn  t  do  He  wasn  t 
there  m  1991  or  92  or  even  93  when  we  had  budget  gaps  to  solve  I 
didn  t  like  it  at  all  I  knew  his  tactics  I  consider  him  less  than  an 
honorable  person  m  terms  of  tactics  Lungren  I  considered  to  be 
honorable  and  so  all  of  those  factors  led  me  to  endorse  him 

His  campaign  was  disappointing  His  campaign  was  almost  an 
embarrassment  He  began  the  campaign  talking  about  religion  and 
public  affairs  and  he  ended  it  on  the  same  theme  and  both  my  wife 
and  I  were  mildly  offended  by  that 
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Many  people  were 

Yes  and  we  now  know  that  his  candidacy  was  ineffective  and  it  was 
weak  and  it  was  offensive  to  a  good  many  people  and  that  s  why  he 
lost  It  s  unfortunate  He  blames  a  good  many  people  around  him  I 
understand 
Is  that  so9 

He  blames  a  good  many  people  around  him 
Senator  Maddy  thought  it  was  his  own  fault 

Yes  Yes  From  my  standpoint  it  was  Dan  s  campaign  He  sounded 
the  themes  for  the  campaign  Nobody  else  did 
He  lost  by  twenty  percentage  points 
It  was  humiliating 

But  anyway  with  respect  to  the  judgeship  in  that  same  meeting 
I  hadn  t  yet  endorsed  Lungren  when  I  met  with  John  Davies  In  fact,  I 
met  with  him  on  or  about  October  14th  of  1998  And  in  that 
conversation  later  I  alluded  to  that  and  said  Let  me  ask  you  Is  my 
endorsmg  Lungren  of  any  relevancy  to  such  an  appointment9  And  he 
said  No  He  said  Absolutely  not  He  dispelled  it  Later  I  did 
endorse  him  but  not  at  all  for  the  reason  Burton  alleges 
I  can  t  imagine  Wilson  and  Lungren  were  very  close 
I  don  t  know  Now  John  I  asked  him  what  Pete  was  doing  -  oh  I 
remember  this  -  he  said  He  s  spending  a  good  deal  of  time  trying  to 
get  Lungren  elected  but  he  is  not  optimistic 
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So  so  much  for  John  Burton  s  characteristic  calculation  that 
everything  which  happens  happens  because  of  a  quid  pro  quo  That 
may  be  true  with  respect  to  John  Burton  s  life  but  it  certainly  wasn  t 
in  this  regard  As  stated  the  seeds  were  laid  back  in  1991  and  before 
You  know  one  of  the  things  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about  was  your  1990 
election  and  then  the  reapportionment  that  followed  that 
Reapportionment  came  first  didn  t  if?  Or  did  it?  No,  it  came 
afterwards 
Yes 

Nineteen  ninety  was  interesting  because  by  this  time  I  d  been  there 
four  years  and  there  was  no  Republican  candidate  apt  to  run 
Even  though  they  had  sort  of  made  threatening  noises  over  you  going 
against  Lungren 

No  I  can  t  remember  who  -  yes  I  do  remember  who  did  run  I  think 
this  Terrence  Faulkner  did  run  and  he  defeated  somebody  in  the 
primary  who  was  more  in  the  mainstream  of  Republicanism  in  both 
San  Mateo  and  San  Francisco 

Now  the  Democratic  primary  was  interesting  A  Democrat  by 
the  name  of  Jim  [James]  Wachob  who  was  on  the  Democratic  County 
Committee  and  who  wrote  a  political  column  together  with  a  fellow 
by  the  name  of  Bruce  [Pettit]  - 1 11  get  his  last  name  Bruce  has  been 
around  twenty  twenty  five  years  and  has  a  cable  TV  political 
interview  program  1 11  think  of  his  name  down  the  line  [Bruce  Pettit] 
But  Jim  Wachob  wrote  this  column  once  a  week  in  The  Progress  and 
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I  think  by  that  time  The  Independent  had  absorbed  the  vacuum  created 
by  the  liquidation  of  The  Progress  which  was  run  into  the  ground 
financially  by  the  fellow  who  bought  it  from  my  friend  Marvin 
Johnson  about  1987  or  so  Jim  Wachob  would  figure  on  the  natural  to 
be  the  candidate  He  wasn  t  an  officer  holder  but  he  would  have 
campaigned  with  some  money  and  the  like  especially  among  the  San 
Francisco  Democrats  They  would  have  been  delighted  to  take  me 
out  as  the  expression  goes 

But  a  fellow  who  was  a  friend  of  mine  for  years  Pat  Fitzgerald 
was  also  on  the  Democratic  County  Committee  and  was  about  the  last 
survivor  of  that  era  -  he  was  a  young  fellow  then  m  his  twenties  -  but 
that  era  of  Bill  Malone  Tom  Feeney  then  Leo  McCarthy  Ron  Pelosi 
[and]  Jack  Ertola  our  side  of  the  Democratic  Party  That  was  Pat 
Fitzgerald  s  genesis  and  his  affiliation 

Pat  filed  a  Declaration  of  Candidacy  Pat  had  no  money  I  don  t 
think  Jim  Wachob  had  much  money  but  Wachob  naturally  figured 
with  all  the  liberal  Democrats  behind  him  he  would  be  the  nominee 
Pat  Fitzgerald  is  anti  abortion  a  strict  Roman  Catholic  kind  of  view  of 
public  policy  A  union  guy  He  parked  cars  out  at  Golden  Gate 
Fields  and  lo  and  behold  who  should  win  the  primary  but  Pat 
Fitzgerald  [Laughter  ]  Pat  Fitzgerald  was  to  my  campaign  effort 
what  Russell  Gray  had  been  in  1986  as  the  Republican  nominee  In 
fact  Pat  s  views  were  so  extremely  conservative  that  I  was  endorsed 
by  the  San  Mateo  Labor  Council  [Laughter  ] 
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Is  that  right?  Even  though  he  was  a  union  member 
Yes  We  had  a  joint  appearance  and  there  were  questions  of  one  kind 
or  another  Art  Pulaski  was  the  head  of  it  He  s  now  the  president  of 
the  California  Labor  Federation  He  replaced  John  Henning  when 
John  retired  I  remember  Art  whispering  something  to  me  about  a 
position  to  take  on  an  issue  that  was  the  subject  of  a  question  and  it 
wasn  t  so  outside  my  realm  of  acceptability  I  did  and  I  was  endorsed 

CTA  endorsed  me  Ralph  Flynn  was  still  living  and  of  course 
Ralph  was  instrumental  in  that  I  had  union  endorsements  that 
surprised  me 

I  campaigned  hard  I  secured  73  percent  of  the  vote  The  only 
person  who  secured  a  higher  percentage  was  Diane  Watson  but  she 
had  no  Republican  opposition  I  had  two  opponents  I  had  Pat 
Fitzgerald  and  I  had  this  Faulkner  character  Pat  must  have  gotten  16 
17  18  something  like  that  and  Faulkner  got  about  9  percent 
Seventy  three  is  a  great  win 

Yes  that  was  quite  a  percentage  It  was  better  than  I  got  in  1994  In 
1994  the  district  lmes  were  more  felicitous  for  me  than  were  the 
existing  lines  which  had  governed  my  1986  election  and  1990 
reelection  But  there  was  at  least  one  reason  for  that  The  candidates 
who  ran  against  me  were  again  unknowns  but  1994  was  that  huge 
Republican  year  That  was  number  one  The  Republican  vote  that  I 
obtained  was  affected  adversely  by  that  There  s  little  question  m  my 
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mind  And  in  that  same  respect  Davis  by  that  time  wasn  t  that 
interested  in  the  campaign  He  took  his  $50  000  and  did  little 
You  mean  Jack  Davis 

Yes  He  made  fun  of  Mark  Addiego  who  had  been  a  South  San 
Francisco  councilman  whom  I  had  known  going  back  to  the 
Superbowl  Task  Force  and  who  was  one  of  the  few  city  council 
members  to  support  me  in  86  He  was  hired  to  run  the  headquarters 
and  Jack  Davis  made  fun  of  him  all  the  time  My  wife  came  m  and  he 
kind  of  joked  about  her  effort  He  didn  t  pay  any  attention  to  the 
Republicans  and  at  the  end  I  said  We  ve  got  to  have  a  mailer  to  the 
Republicans  and  I  had  to  really  do  the  work  to  do  it  to  get  people  I 
got  George  Schultz  I  got  Ed  Davis  I  had  about  six  people 
The  George  Schultz  a  cabinet  member9 

Yes  Sol  got  about  six  people  to  put  on  a  piece  but  it  was  out  late  It 
didn  t  have  much  of  an  effect  because  that  year  Republicans  were 
going  to  vote  for  the  Contract  with  America  and  they  were  going  to 
stay  with  the  party  and  that  was  particularly  true,  I  think  m  San 
Mateo  So  I  only  got  64  percent  m  that  election 
That  s  still  very  respectable 
It  s  respectable  but  it  was  interesting 
Well  it  s  more  than  respectable 

Yes  but  it  was  mteresting  that  it  dropped  from  1990  because  I  thought 
I  had  a  better  boundary  than  I  did  before  I  guess  this  takes  us  into 
reapportionment 
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Right  Please 

Well  reapportionment  was  of  course  an  absorbing  experience  Jack 
Davis  had  a  good  idea  and  that  good  idea  was  to  hire  somebody  from 
the  Rose  Institute  The  Rose  Institute  devoted  time  to 
reapportionment  In  fact  back  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  I  attended  an  all  day  seminar  there  It  must  have  been 
1980 

This  is  at  Claremont  College 

Yes  Claremont  College  and  I  can  t  remember  what  motivated  me  to 
do  that  But  anyway  I  did  And  so  through  calling  Claremont 
College  and  the  Rose  Institute  I  was  directed  to  a  young  fellow  I  m 
embarrassed  I  can  t  remember  his  name  He  later  was  in  one  of  the 
state  agencies  Jason  was  his  first  name  Bright  young  fellow  about 
twenty  one  or  twenty  two  So  we  hired  him  or  I  hired  him  to  draw 
boundaries  for  the  8th  Senatorial  District 

One  of  the  issues  was  the  Voting  Rights  Act  issue  the  federal 
Voting  Rights  Act  and  would  you  have  enough  districts  with  so  called 
minorities  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  U  S  Department  of  Justice? 
The  principal  people  on  reapportionment  were  the  fellow  who  s  at 
Sacramento  State — 

Tim  Hodson 
Tim 


[End  of  Tape  19  Side  A] 
[[Begin  Tape  19  Side  B] 
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Milton  Marks  was  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Elections  and 
Reapportionment,  but  Milton  was  not  as  strong  as  he  had  been  He 
was  beginning  to  fail  physically  and  I  suppose  to  an  extent  mentally 
He  had  a  very  good  chief  of  staff-  Larry  Morse  -  from  Merced 
County  who  is  now  or  was  after  Milton  had  to  leave  an  assistant 
district  attorney  But  Tim  Hodson  was  the  fellow  who  ran  the 
reapportionment 

Well  Roberti  really  called  the  shots  didn  t  he*? 

Yes  Roberti  and  Cliff  Berg  and  then  Ken  Maddy  was  the  Republican 
minority  leader,  and  he  did  as  good  as  he  could 

Out  of  Tim  Hodson  and  Cliff  Berg  and  David  Roberti  came  a 
district  that  in  effect  made  me  represent  a  minority  district  It  started 
in  Chinatown  It  had  Chinatown  and  parts  of  North  Beach  It  came 
through  San  Francisco  to  the  Tenderloin  to  envelop  all  the  Southeast 
Asians  who  had  settled  in  the  Tenderloin  Vietnamese  [and] 
Cambodians  for  the  most  part  Then  it  came  west  to  Nihonmachi 
which  is  the  Japanese  word  for  Japan  Town  That  was  fine  with  me 
Then  it  came  through  the  Western  Addition  a  bit  so  that  it  mvolved 
some  blacks  And  then  it  came  south  and  was  literally  like  a  Phil 
Burton  line  because  it  came  along  the  Bay  and  as  I  remember  it  I 
don  t  think  it  even  had  Brisbane  in  it  I  guess  it  had  South  San 
Francisco  I  can  t  remember  about  Colma  It  did  have  Daly  City  and 
South  San  Francisco  because  it  had  a  lot  of  Filipinos  from  those  cities 
Then  it  came  down  It  took  out  Hillsborough  and  put  that  m  the  other 
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Senate  district  which  had  been  Becky  Morgan  s  I  think,  by  this  time 
and  took  out  San  Mateo  It  didn  t  have  Hillsborough  It  may  have 
taken  part  of  Burlingame  out  but  it  came  right  along  the  Bay  to  East 
Palo  Alto  which  was  then  predominantly  black  predominantly 
African  American  with  some  Hispanic  Americans  Today  it  s 
probably  predominantly  Hispanic  American  and  also  Asian  American 
And  it  went  up  mto  the  hills  I  remember  it  didn  t  have  Redwood  City 
but  it  had  unincorporated  Redwood  City  which  is  up  in  the  hills 

In  the  meantime  Jason  [from  the  Rose  Institute]  had  prepared  a 
map  which  split  San  Franciso  in  half  the  west  side  of  the  city  to  me 
all  the  way  from  Seachff  to  here  to  Lake  Merced  and  just  went 
straight  down  San  Mateo  to  the  city  limits  of  San  Mateo  and  had 
whatever  you  needed  800  000  people  That  was  rejected  Cliff  Berg 
said  No  we  can  t  do  that  because  the  U  S  Department  of  Justice  will 
attack  it  and  will  attack  the  whole  reapportionment  plan  We  have  to 
have  so  many  minority  districts  This  is  a  minority  district  We  re  not 
going  to  endorse  or  support  any  Democrat  who  runs  against  you,  so 
what  difference  does  it  make  to  you7  You  11  be  reelected  in  1994 
So  what  can  you  do7  You  re  only  one  of  the  forty  senators  so  I 
said  All  right  and  I  got  the  map  and  I  showed  it  to  my  wife  I  said 
I  want  to  take  a  look  at  this  so  let  s  get  in  the  car  you  and  I  on 
Sunday  We  know  the  neighborhoods  m  San  Francisco  I  said  I 
want  to  see  what  this  does  in  San  Mateo  We  got  in  the  car  and  we 
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drove  down  to  East  Palo  Alto  and  we  drove  around  East  Palo  Alto  and 
I  said  All  right  this  is  your  district 

And  it  wasn  t  the  worst  thing  because  I  have  a  friend  who  was 
even  then  on  the  city  council  -  Myrtle  Walker  -  who  used  to  live  in 
San  Francisco  and  whose  younger  son  I  had  helped  He  was  an  ice 
hockey  player  as  a  kid  sixteen  years  old  You  don  t  find  too  many 
black  ice  hockey  players  and  I  helped  him  He  eventually  got  a 
college  scholarship  to  Northeastern  University  in  Boston  He  never 
made  it  professionally  So  I  know  Myrtle  there  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
think  I  had  appeared  for  Myrtle  at  some  parade  they  had  to  open  the 
Little  League  season  I  know  I  did  it  but  I  can  t  remember  whether  it 
was  before  1991  or  whether  it  was  after  All  of  this  was  taking  place 
in  1991  probably  along  about  August 

So  we  looked  at  East  Palo  Alto  and  then  we  drove  up  into  the 
hills  It  s  called  Emerald  Hills  the  section  outside  of  Redwood  City 
It  s  part  of  the  county  unincorporated  We  drove  back  and  I  said 
Well  that  s  the  district  so  that  s  what  we  11  be  representing  etc 
and  I  m  losing  Hillsborough  where  I  would  win  three  or  four  to  one 
So  the  reapportionment  act  is  adopted  and  then  it  s  vetoed  by 
Pete  Wilson  who  finds  a  way  to  file  an  original  proceeding  in  the 
California  Supreme  Court  The  California  Supreme  Court  appoints 
three  retired  judges  as  masters  They,  in  turn  appoint  the  then  dean  of 
Golden  Gate  Law  School  Paul 
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Yes  His  late  mother  was  appointed  by  George  Moscone  to  the  board 
of  supervisors  through  a  vacancy 
He  had  done  it  in  1970  I  remember 
Oh  had  he'? 

Yes 

I  didn  t  know  that  I  didn  t  know  Paul  very  well  I  ve  only  seen  him  a 
couple  of  times 

But  anyway  they  promulgate  the  plan  They  present  it  to  the 
Supreme  Court  The  California  Supreme  Court  approves  it  with  a 
court  order  and  that  s  the  plan  Do  you  know  what  the  8th  Senatorial 
District  turns  out  to  be9  It  turns  out  to  be  almost  identical  to  the  lines 
young  Jason  had  contrived  and  which  we  had  presented  It  was 
perfect 

You  submitted  that  to  the  court  right*? 

No  I  submitted  it  only  to  the  Senate  leadership  to  the  authorities  to 
David  I  guess  Ken  Maddy  had  seen  it 
Isn  t  that  something*? 

It  was  almost  the  same  so  it  was  the  perfect  district  It  took  in  all  of 
the  city  of  San  Mateo  It  gave  me  a  third  of  Foster  City  which  was 
just  swell  because  I  was  close  to  the  council  members  there 
How  did  Jackie  Speier  do  in  that  district  in  98*?  Do  you  know  what 
she  won  by7 

Oh  she  won  pretty  good  but  she  didn  t  win  by  73  percent  The 
Democratic  candidate  was  John  Riordon  who  was  an  old  friend  of 
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mine  In  fact  he  and  Leo  McCarthy  went  to  San  Francisco  Law 
School  together  at  night  John  had  been  Congressman  Jack  Shelly  s 
chief  of  staff  and  John  had  been  elected  to  the  Community  College 
Board  of  Trustees  here  several  times 
You  must  mean  to  say  he  was  a  Republican 

He  was  a  Democrat  In  the  primary  He  got  about  25  to  30  percent  of 
the  votes  in  the  primary  Who  was  the  Republican  candidate4? 

Wait  a  moment  I  m  wrong  The  Republicans  didn  t  put  a 
candidate  into  the  race  so  she  won  whatever  -  95  or  1 00  Was  there  a 
Libertarian  in  the  race4?  I  can  t  remember 
She  s  a  pretty  good  candidate  isn  t  she4?  Hasn  t  she  been  all  the 
years4? 

Oh  yes  Sure  She  beat  Mike  Nevm  in  86  for  the  Assembly  district 
but  it  s  a  one  party  area  so  the  election  is  in  the  primary 

So  that  was  the  story  of  reapportionment  I  ran  on  those  lines  in 
1994  and  as  I  said  I  was  disappomted  because  my  percentage 
declined  from  73  to  64  and  I  kind  of  thought  There  must  be 
something  wrong  with  me  But  then  as  I  thought  about  it  I  could  see 
what  happened 

It  s  a  natural  trend  that  you  were  bucking 

Yes  and  I  could  see  it  m  these  cities  In  each  of  the  cities  I  could  see 
the  Republican  vote  for  the  Republican  candidate  I  can  t  even 
remember  who  it  was  It  may  have  been  Faulkner  again  It  was  higher 
than  it  had  been  in  1990 
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Let  me  ask  you  to  talk  about  Roberti  and  Lockyer  as  Senate  leaders 
You  were  quoted  in  one  of  these  things  as  making  some  nice 
comments  about  Roberti  Let  me  fmd  it  if  I  can  find  the  quote  here  I 
know  1 11  be  able  to  find  it 

This  is  the  Sacramento  Bee  way  back  on  July  14  1988  -  on  the 
first  page  You  said  of  Roberti  He  personifies  the  kind  of  pro  tern 
that  senators  like  He  doesn  t  engage  in  overzealous  self  promotion 
and  is  respectful  of  the  senators  individual  concerns 
That  s  accurate 

Does  that  remain  your  point  of  view  of  him? 

Yes  that  s  accurate  David  had  an  ambition  to  be  state  treasurer  but 
he  didn  t  seem  to  me  to  be  as  overt  m  his  tactics  -  maneuvering  [and] 
manipulation  -  as  Lockyer 

David  has  his  own  history  David  was  kind  of  a  phenomenon  in 
his  own  right  to  have  been  elected  president  pro  tern  and  to  defeat  Jim 
Mills  Although  I  can  t  imagine  Jim  Mills  as  president  pro  tem 
because  I  ve  seen  him  since  enough  times  to  form  that  opinion  David 
had  accomplished  a  good  deal 

David  could  rise  to  the  occasion  of  being  very  hard  on  occasions 
especially  m  pursuit  of  legislation  For  example  his  gun  legislation 
after  the  slayings  of  the  children  in  the  schoolyard  in  Stockton  the 
assault  rifle  legislation  He  was  vigorous  He  was  a  good  speaker  if 
he  was  attached  to  a  particular  endeavor  If  it  was  a  particular 
legislative  project  he  was  a  strong  and  a  good  speaker  And  he  was 
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not  prepossessing  in  appearance  and  he  had  a  rather  avuncular 
manner  so  that  over  the  years  I  enjoyed  him  more  and  more 

Lockyer  as  I  say  I  d  known  many  years  Lockyer  is  a  much 
more  aggressive  person  and  I  think  -  and  Ken  Maddy  shared  this  view 
with  me  -  problematic  as  attorney  general  because  he  has  a  mercurial 
temper  If  he  flares  I  could  foresee  some  consequences  which  would 
be  hurtful  and  deleterious  for  the  public  at  large  So  far  he  seems  to 
have  maintained  control  as  attorney  general  but  I  know  that  he  must 
seethe  inside 

An  example  as  attorney  general  is  his  statement  about  one  of 
those  energy  company  CEOs  about  putting  them  in  a  cell  with  some 
prisoner  and  having  them  come  out  wearing  a  dress,  or  something  of 
that  sort 

Yes  I  did  see  that 

That  s  an  atrocious  comment  for  a  public  official  and  particularly  for 
the  number  one  lawyer  for  the  State  of  California  But  that  s 
emblematic  of  what  he  will  do  and  say 

I  understand  that  up  to  the  time  he  became  leader  he  did  blow  off 
from  time  to  time  but  once  he  became  leader  he  was  somehow  able  to 
keep  that  under  control 

He  kept  it  under  control  He  s  kept  it  under  control  by  and  large  but 
that  public  statement  about  the  CEOs  that  s  consistent  with  him  I 
surmise  he  is  seethmg  constantly  And  he  wants  to  be  governor  I  fear 
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a  governorship  with  him  Of  course  as  you  grow  older  maybe  you 
have  a  better  ability  to  control  those  inclinations 

He  did  this  in  1986  He  was  supposedly  a  friend  particularly 
through  Ed  Fitzsimmons  who  was  a  lawyer  who  I  d  known  since 
1959  who  came  on  bad  ways  and  got  disbarred  got  convicted  of 
embezzlement  served  time  in  state  prison  and  came  out  He 
[Fitzsimmons]  was  also  a  long  time  friend  of  [Senator]  Nick  [Nicholas 
C  ]  Petris  a  great  man  a  great  senator  Nick  Petris  and  I  as  lawyers 
as  a  matter  of  fact  secured  an  order  of  court  expunging  his  record  He 
apparently  was  sentenced  on  a  misdemeanor  sentence  although  I 
remember  visiting  him  in  Vacaville  But  that  s  a  diversion  to  talk 
about  Ed  Fitzsimmons  except  he  was  a  conduit  between  Lockyer  and 
me 

Ed  Fitzsimmons  was  fully  enthusiastic  and  engaged  in  support  of 
my  candidacy  in  86  He  kept  reassuring  me  that  Lockyer  was  doing 
nothing  to  defeat  me  In  fact  he  even  arranged  a  dinner  one  night  at 
Yamato  s  the  old  Japanese  restaurant  on  California  near  Grant  with 
Lockyer  and  him  and  me  to  talk  about  that  fact  of  no  campaign 
participation  by  him  which  of  course  was  nonsense  because  Lockyer 
contributed  money  to  Papan  s  campaign 

Then  he  did  this  in  the  McCarthy  Berman  fight  [for  Assembly 
Speaker]  He  was  one  of  those  who  climbed  over  somebody  s  back 
fence  or  something  to  collar  one  of  the  Assembly  members  He  was 
affiliated  with  Howard  Berman  in  that  fight 
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Lockyer  showed  up  election  night  in  my  election  night 
headquarters  which  was  at  the  Best  Western  Hotel  in  South  San 
Francisco  We  had  dinner  at  a  friend  of  mine  s  hotel  Dave  Connor  s 
hotel  across  the  road  but  then  we  procured  this  room  That  hotel  was 
owned  by  Don  Werbe  and  Bob  Werbe  and  they  had  contributed 
money  to  me  and  were  supporters  of  mine  And  who  shows  up  but 
Bill  Lockyer  That  was  like  the  opposition  showing  up  But  he  was 
there  obviously  at  the  instigation  I  think  of  David  Roberti  Maybe 
he  did  it  on  his  own  to  see  what  was  going  on  because  it  was  close  If 
it  turned  out  that  I  was  winning  then  to  remgratiate  himself  and 
reestablish  himself  [with  me] 

Then  the  first  year  in  1 987  he  complained  on  the  telephone  to 
Roberti  from  the  telephone  in  the  committee  room  of  the  Revenue  and 
Taxation  Committee  about  some  bill  of  mine  and  my  sponsorship  of 
the  bill  What  he  was  doing  was  saying  to  Roberti  Shut  (me)  down 

Then  we  went  along  in  ensuing  years  and  then  he  solicited  my 
vote  for  president  pro  tem  [Senator  Robert  G  ]  Bob  Presley  would 
have  liked  to  have  been  elected  but  Bob  Presley  isn  t  the  same  kind  of 
personality  and  wasn  t  going  to  campaign  for  it  so  Lockyer  was 
elected  unanimously  and  Lockyer  treated  me  well  He  continued  to 
give  me  the  Transportation  [Committee]  He  and  I  fit  well  on 
transportation  for  the  most  part,  because  he  s  always  had  a  special 
disposition  to  oppose  tolls  on  the  bridges  and  that  relates  to  something 
m  his  political  history  that  made  it  an  issue  I  was  of  the  same  view  so 
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on  transportation  we  almost  always  were  together  Except  toward  the 
end 

We  were  trying  to  secure  a  major  bill  of  mine  - 1  ve  forgotten  the 
number  It  may  have  been  SB  60  It  was  the  bill  which  reorganized 
the  way  gasoline  tax  money  is  distributed  so  that  75  percent  of  it  is 
distributed  based  upon  project  decisions  by  the  regional  planning  and 
programming  agencies  such  as  MTC  or  MTA  in  Los  Angeles 
Twenty  five  percent  remains  for  decision  by  CTC  Fifteen  percent  for 
interregional  projects  10  percent  for  projects  of  statewide  importance 
Examples  of  the  latter  would  be  BART  to  SFO  the  Alameda  Corridor 
project  in  Los  Angeles  [and]  roads  expansion  on  the  Mexican  border 
with  San  Diego  and  Imperial  counties  in  the  aftermath  of  NAFTA 

I  was  trying  to  procure  passage  of  that  in  1 997  There  was  a 
fight  between  the  private  contractors  and  PECG  the  Caltrans 
engineers  union  over  language  m  my  bill  Each  was  trying  to  gam  an 
advantage  because  they  d  been  in  litigation  for  eight  or  nine  years 
[Eugene  T  ]  Gene  Gualco  a  superior  court  judge  who  I  d  known 
when  he  was  a  Sacramento  County  supervisor  had  rendered  an 
unfortunate  decision  that  prevented  some  private  contracting  It  was 
unfortunate  I  think  in  his  interpretation  of  the  law  So  the  union  and 
the  private  contractors  were  trying  to  gain  an  edge  always  and  they 
were  suspicious  of  all  the  words  we  used  and  Mehdi  Morshed  had 
numerous  meetings  with  each  of  them  The  object  was  to  localize  the 
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decision  making  on  projects  This  was  a  diversion  but  it  was  enough 
to  impede  the  bill 

Lockyer  of  course  was  gearing  up  for  the  98  campaign  and  he 
was  kowtowing  to  the  union  He  came  over  to  my  chair  one  night  of 
the  last  week  and  he  accused  me  of  lying  to  him 

[Interruption  ] 

He  accused  me  of  not  carrying  through  on  a  promise  to  put  some 
language  in  the  bill  and  he  was  flat  wrong  just  dead  wrong  but  that  is 
his  tactic  He  was  wrapped  up  in  some  other  legislation  and  this  I 
remember  -  he  either  told  me  this  or  it  was  m  the  paper  -  that  he  goes 
up  into  the  gallery  of  the  Senate  Chambers  and  just  stares  out  for  a 
period  of  time,  contemplating  who  knows  what 

Well  he  infuriated  me  so  much  that  I  told  Mehdi  that  next 
morning  I  m  resigning  as  chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee 
I  will  expose  him  for  what  he  is  and  as  reflected  m  what  he  says  I 
said  I  won  t  tolerate  or  accept  that  kind  of  abuse  So  I  want  you  to 
know  about  it  Mehdi  before  I  do  it  And  Mehdi  said  I  understand 
completely  He  [Lockyer]  had  some  transportation  aide  who  Mehdi 
had  to  deal  with  all  the  time  He  was  a  young  fellow  He  didn  t  have 
Mehdi  s  knowledge  and  it  was  like  reeducation  all  the  time 

So  the  next  day  or  the  next  afternoon  whenever  we  went  back  m 
session  -  it  was  the  last  week,  so  you  re  meeting  almost  every  day  -  he 
[Lockyer]  comes  over  he  puts  his  hand  on  my  shoulder  and  said 
something  mollifying  such  as  I  ve  changed  my  mind  about  it 
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something  or  other  and  I  just  shrugged  and  looked  at  him  and  that 
was  the  end  of  it 

SENEY  And  you  didn  t  resign 

KOPP  No  I  didn  t  resign  I  just  stayed  on  the  next  year  He  must  have  been 

gone  as  pro  tern  by  Apnl 

And  then  I  had  Calderon  Yes  I  told  you  That  was  the  same 
year  [1997]  on  that  very  last  night  where  Calderon  had  a  bill  which 
he  was  carrying  I  remember  what  it  was  It  was  a  voice  graph  bill 
Some  company  sells  these  voice  graphs  and  like  fingerprints  you  use 
them  in  criminal  cases  for  voice  identification  of  the  defendant  in  a 
criminal  action  It  was  flawed  as  far  as  its  constitution  and  its  structure 
were  concerned  and  so  we  killed  it  m  the  Senate  Committee  on  Public 
Safety  of  which  I  was  a  member  Burton  was  a  member  and  John 
Vasconcellos  was  chairman  I  remember  Burton  left  the  committee 
because  that  would  deprive  it  of  a  quorum  or  it  would  leave  it  with  a 
quorum  but  it  would  deprive  Calderon  of  votes  I  stayed  and  I  voted 
no  on  the  bill  He  may  have  had  one  aye  vote  So  then  he 
wouldn  t  talk  to  me 

Finally  when  we  resumed  talking  along  about  June  or  maybe  it 
was  before  the  primary  because  he  was  clobbered  by  Lockyer  in  the 
primary  in  June  of  1 998  I  think  it  was  before  that  We  sat  there  not 
talking  for  three  or  four  months  in  1998  In  fact  -  that  s  right  I  said 
to  Lockyer  early  in  98  I  said  Change  my  seat  because  it  s  no  fun 
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sitting  on  the  floor  with  someone  you  don  t  talk  to  I  ve  forgotten 
what  Lockyer  said 

So  then  after  we  reconciled  it  [estrangement]  was  on  the  basis  of 
him  thinking  that  my  no  vote  wasn  t  genuine  that  I  was  doing  it  for 
Lockyer  to  deprive  Calderon  of  this  bill  to  use  as  one  of  the  bullet 
points  in  some  campaign  piece  [Laughter  ]  Well  anyway 
How  much  time  to  do  we  have  by  the  way?  Another  half  hour? 

Sure 

We  can  wrap  it  up  in  that  time  We  ve  talked  about  enough 
legislation  I  think  and  then  you  ve  talked  in  general  about  how  you 
approached  it  I  think  we  could  go  through  detail  after  detail — 

I  thought  that  s  what  you  wanted  to  do  here 
We  could  have  done  that  but  you  gave  examples 
And  you  ve  got  enough  here  right? 

Right  You  gave  examples  of  pretty  much  every  category 

I  want  you  to  speak  a  little  bit  more  about  the  Brown  Act  the 
privacy  acts  which  you  regard  as  perhaps  the  most  important 
legislation  you  did  in  the  Senate 

I  ve  been  an  adherent  of  the  Brown  Act  The  Brown  Act  was  named 
after  Ralph  M  Brown  who  was  the  speaker  of  the  Assembly  in  1953 
later  was  appointed  to  the  court  of  appeal  by  then  Governor  Pat 
Brown  It  s  the  Ralph  M  Brown  Open  and  Public  Meeting  Law  It 
had  been  tinkered  with  over  the  years 
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I  was  elected  to  the  board  of  supervisors  of  San  Francisco  in 
1971  Poor  to  that  I  had  read  a  case  which  involved  the  San  Francisco 
Charter  provision  on  open  meetings  which  was  a  short  provision  but 
there  was  a  court  of  appeal  decision  which  held  that  that  provision  of 
the  charter  had  been  violated  but  there  was  no  sanction  for  it  in  the 
charter  So  that  triggered  my  interest 

In  1973  I  began  drafting  with  the  help  of  a  special  law  class  at 
Hastings  College  of  the  Law  a  charter  amendment  to  put  enforcement 
provisions  and  sanctions  in  the  San  Francisco  Charter  I  did  that  It 
went  on  the  ballot  I  think,  in  1974  It  was  passed  by  the  voters  of  San 
Francisco 

When  I  came  to  the  Legislature  I  continued  to  have  that  interest 
and  I  earned  a  couple  of  bills  I  think  one  was  vetoed  by  Deukmejian 
but  in  the  fall  of  1994  I  was  enlisted  by  Bruce  [B  ]  Brugmann  who  s 
the  publisher  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian  to  the  cause  of 
revising  the  entire  act  So  he  gathered  a  group  of  people  and  we  met  in 
the  conference  room  of  my  then  law  office  at  655  Montgomery  Street 
in  San  Francisco  and  there  were  people  from  the  California  First 
Amendment  Coalition  -  Terry  Francke  -  people  from  the  Society  of 
Professional  Journalists  We  talked  about  strategy  and  I  had  already 
told  Bruce  that  I  would  be  delighted  to  be  the  author  of  a  bill  We 
talked  about  tactics  and  one  of  those  was  to  diffuse  John  Burton  as 
any  potential  opponent  because  I  think  Burton  had  expressed  some 
disdain  for  the  Brown  Act  Burton  s  usual  attitude  I  mean,  he  would 
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be  acclaimed  by  some  of  these  good  government  types  but  he  s  not  a 
true  believer  in  good  government 
[End  of  Tape  19  SideB] 

[Begin  Tape  20  Side  A] 

SENEY  Go  ahead  Judge 

KOPP  It  was  decided  that  John  Burton  would  be  asked  to  join  as  a  coauthor 

and  then  the  legislation  was  drafted  by  Legislative  Counsel  I 
introduced  it  I  think  in  1994  or  1995  but  that  can  be  established  It 
was  a  tedious  and  tortuous  path  for  that  legislation  because  local 
government  entities  opposed  it  Cities  counties  school  districts 
special  districts  opposed  it  Dan  Fnedlander  was  my  chief  of  staff  and 
he  pursued  it  with  ardor  and  eventually  a  bill  was  enacted 
SENEY  Who  would  you  have  on  your  side9  The  press  people  I  take  it  were 
major  supporters 

KOPP  Oh  yes  All  the  press  The  California  Newspaper  Publishers 

Association  Tom  Newton  was  that  lobbyist  California  First 
Amendment  Coalition  Terry  Francke  was  a  major  lobbyist  and 
witness  at  all  the  hearings  Those  two  appeared  and  spent  most  of  the 
time  Eventually  we  formed  kind  of  a  task  force  with  city  and  county 
representatives  My  recollection  is  it  was  a  two  year  bill  and  so  we 
had  an  interim  hearing  we  had  people  meeting  city  attorneys  county 
counsel 

The  way  it  worked  out  was  Burton  had  a  bill  in  the  Assembly 
and  I  guess  I  was  a  coauthor  and  he  was  a  coauthor  of  my  bill  so  he 
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had  some  provisions  in  that  And  then  Calderon  on  his  own 
introduced  some  bill  that  became  a  part  of  it  as  I  recall  Of  course  he 
probably  did  it  because  he  was  thinking  about  attorney  general 
already 

But  it  was  a  good  bill,  and  it  s  probably  my  major  achievement 
outside  the  field  of  transportation 
How  did  it  change  the  bill  -  the  law  -  as  it  was7 
It  conferred  greater  powers  on  the  courts  It  included  a  provision  that 
required  a  public  comment  portion  of  every  meeting  of  a  governing 
board  It  provided  that  closed  session  meetings  could  be  taped  and  it 
conferred  an  additional  power  on  the  courts  if  there  s  been  a  violation 
of  a  closed  session  exemptions  or  prohibitions  against  closed  sessions 
except  for  three  stated  purposes  That  is  one  of  its  remedies  A  court 
could  order  future  closed  sessions  to  be  audio  taped  Gee  there  s  so 
many  provisions  it  s  difficult  for  me  to  remember 
But  it  was  a  major  expansion  of  the  first  bill 

Oh  it  was  It  changed  the  provisions  on  giving  notice  to  the  public  of 
meetings  specified  with  greater  specificity  the  content  of  the  notices 
[and]  the  time  the  notices  had  to  be  published  It  contained  provisions 
allowing  televising  of  meetings 

I  remember  some  lawyer  for  a  special  district  or  maybe  it  was  a 
governing  board  member  of  some  water  district  in  the  valley  showing 
up  and  saying,  We  have  our  meetings  and  public  can  attend  them 
Why  do  they  have  to  be  televised7  I  looked  at  him  Some  of  the 
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testimony  was  incredible  The  attitude  of  people  was  incredible 
Some  of  them  were  earnest  contending  that  it  would  require  so  much 
paperwork  it  would  add  staff  so  we  made  adjustments  m  it 

As  part  of  it  there  was  an  understanding  there  would  be  no 
proposed  Brown  Act  revisions  for  five  years  I  think  it  was  five  or 
maybe  it  was  three  Maybe  it  was  three  years  Unless  there  was  a 
consensus  on  some  ambiguity  which  from  a  language  standpoint, 
could  be  easily  cured  or  unless  there  had  been  a  mistake  of  some  kind 
made  And  there  was  a  bill  or  two  a  cleanup  bill  which  is  always 
done  with  major  legislation  So  there  was  a  cleanup  bill  which  I 
think  I  earned  I  think  actually  it  was  a  three  year  moratonum 
Anyway  there  was  a  moratonum  on  that  part  of  it 

That  was  probably  as  good  as  anything  outside  the  transportation 

area 

And  within  the  transportation  area? 

Oh  I  guess  it  was  SB  60  - 1  can  t  remember  the  number  -  that 
changed  the  way  decisions  were  made  on  projects  That  s  the  most 
important 

The  one  you  mentioned  a  few  minutes  ago 
Yes  The  second  most  important  was  probably  SB  300  in  1989  the 
gas  tax  increase  The  third  one  would  be  the  bill  providing  the 
financing  for  reconstruction  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  retrofitting  of 
the  other  bndges  also  because  some  of  the  other  bridges  needed  that 
As  a  result  of  the  1989  earthquake 
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Yes  it  was  a  result  of  the  Loma  Pneta  earthquake 

Automatic  toll  collection  was  the  next  most  important  and  the 
establishment  of  the  California  High  Speed  Rail  Authority  which  I 
still  hope  will  be  accomplished  in  this  millennium 
You  planted  the  seeds  have  you  with  your  legislation? 

Yes 

You  were  appointed  to  the  superior  court  in  1998  - 1  guess  1999 
Ninety  nine  January  first  was  the  date  of  appointment  and  I  took  the 
oath  January  2nd 

And  you  filled  out  a  term  that  expired  the  next  year  m  2000  which 
meant  you  had  to  run  for  the  office  How  was  that  election  different 
from  the  other  elections? 

Well  there  was  no  election  because  nobody  declared  a  candidacy 
against  me 

The  way  the  law  works  now  is  you  would  be  a  number  on  the  ballot 
right  of  whatever  department  you  re  in? 

Yes 

And  your  name  on  the  list  and  if  I  don  t  come  or  somebody  else 
doesn  t  come  and  challenge  you  within  the  period  of  time  then 
there  s — ? 

There  s  no  election  You  re  not  on  the  ballot 

Okay  So  you  ve  got  a  six  year  term  without  having  to  have  an 

election 

Right 
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SENEY  How  many  of  your  colleagues  had  to  face — 

KOPP  Nobody 

SENEY  Nobody  did 

KOPP  Judicial  elections  are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  They  became 

more  frequent  in  San  Francisco  because  Pete  Wilson  appointees  were 
generally  Republicans  There  became  a  movement  particularly  from 
the  homosexual  community  to  advance  candidates  because  they 
foresaw  that  Pete  Wilson  would  not  appoint  a  homosexual  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  has  but  that  was  their  perception  In  fact  he 
appointed  one  in  San  Mateo  County 

They  began  running  candidates  as  soon  as  an  appointee  came  up 
for  election  The  law  requires  if  you  re  appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  as  all  appointees  are  then  you  must  be  subject  to  election  at  the 
very  next  election  not  when  the  term  runs  out  So  if  you  have  four 
years  left  in  a  term  and  you  were  appointed  in  1995  you  d  be  on  the 
ballot  in  1996  even  though  the  term  otherwise  wouldn  t  expire  until 
1999 

SENEY  But  unlike  the  Supreme  Court  you  d  get  a  full  six  year  term 
KOPP  You  get  a  full  six  year  term  but  it  s  an  honest  bona  fide  election  not 

like  the  Supreme  Court  where  it  asks,  Should  (you)  be  retained  yes 
or  no7 

SENEY  How  do  you  mean7 
KOPP  There  d  be  a  candidate  against  you 

Oh  there  will  be 
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KOPP  Yes  if  someone  filed  against  you 

SENEY  Oh  I  see 

KOPP  Otherwise  you  re  not  on  the  ballot 

SENEY  Like  in  your  case  you  had  not  filled  out  the  full  term  but  you  still 
weren  t  on  the  ballot 

KOPP  Correct 

SENEY  You  know  one  of  the  things  I  mentioned  several  times  I  wanted  to  ask 

you  about  and  maybe  we  can  finish  with  this  is  a  little  bit  about 

Willie  Brown  and  your  views  on  Willie  Brown  We  talked  before 
about  those  early  days  in  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  60s  where  the 
sort  of  seeds — 

KOPP  I  first  knew  of  him  about  1960  or  61  -  I960,  certainly  by  then  He 

ran  against  Eddie  [Edward  M  ]  Gaffney  for  the  Assembly  m  1960  and 
he  lost  Eddie  Gaffney  was  part  of  the  old  Irish  Democratic  group 
But  he  ran  again  m  1962  and  he  was  elected  That  s  because  the 
demographics  were  changing  There  were  more  blacks  moving  into 
the  Western  Addition  in  that  district 

My  memory  of  him  as  best  exemplified  by  one  incident  I 
remember  Ron  Pelosi  -  we  were  at  some  function  -  and  Ron  Pelosi 
reporting  to  me  that  Willie  Brown  had  characterized  him  as  a  white 
supremacist  That  was  the  kind  of  rhetoric  that  Willie  Brown 
engaged  m  in  those  days 

He  is  a  man  without  a  conscious  He  s  also  in  my  opinion 
racist  in  both  the  affirmative  and  the  negative  sense  I  think  he  tries 
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every  time  he  can  to  advance  blacks  without  regard  to  merit  so  that 
means  that  he  is  a  racist  m  terms  of  favoring  one  race  as  against  other 
races  At  the  same  time  I  think  that  expresses  himself  deep  down  as 
being  anti  white  Some  psychologists  could  perhaps  speculate  as  to 
whether  that  explains  his  fascination  with  women  who  aren  t  black 
But  anyway  the  more  significant  part  is  that  he  is  a  person  who 
is  always  at  or  beyond  the  edge  of  honest  administration  of 
government  whether  in  the  Legislature  or  whether  m  the  Executive 
branch  I  think  it  s  disgraceful  He  s  also  a  man  with  a  glib  tongue 
and  with  acuity  to  protect  himself  and  to  shield  himself  from  any 
criminal  liability  One  device  he  uses  always  is  to  reward  people 
continually  who  have  worked  for  him  so  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be 
induced  to  convey  any  secrets  about  his  conduct  He  retains  their 
loyalty  by  constantly  feeding  them  m  effect 

In  terms  of  public  policy  I  don  t  know  that  he  has 
accomplishments  in  the  State  of  California  But  it  s  too  bad  because  a 
person  with  talent  could  be  a  different  kind  of  person 

And  finally  he  s  been  able  to  escape  a  good  deal  of  action  as 
distinguished  from  rhetoric  because  when  attacked  he  cries  racist 
and  it  s  a  protective  device  for  him  and  it  works  It  s  effective  for 
him  I  think  his  popularity  in  San  Francisco  now  is  at  an  all  time  low 
but  it  doesn  t  matter  because  he  was  reelected  He  was  reelected 
running  against  a  fellow  who  you  never  could  imagine  could  be 
mayor  this  fellow  [Tom]  Ammiano  I  can  t  even  imagine  him  being  a 
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member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  He  s  a  person  who  s  almost 
hopeless  and  certainly  feckless  as  far  as  understanding  governmental 
administration  is  concerned  But  yet  he  got  40  percent  of  the  vote 
against  Brown 

Well  that  shows  some  disillusionment  doesn  t  it? 

I  think  it  s  tremendous  If  there  d  been  a  candidate  who  was  of 
moderate  views  a  Democrat  I  think  that  candidate  would  have 
defeated  Brown  And  also  if  the  newspapers  would  stop  protecting 
him  Now  of  course  there  s  only  one  newspaper  in  San  Francisco 
but  that  newspaper  protects  him  as  distinguished  from  a  newspaper 
like  the  Los  Angeles  Times  which  decided  that  Tom  Bradley  s 
administration  as  mayor  was  infested  with  too  much  corruption  and 
made  it  clear  m  its  editorials  and  Tom  Bradley  suffered  as  a  result  of 
it  But  this  fellow  Brown  suffers  not  at  all  because  this  newspaper  is 
limpid  in  its  treatment  of  him 
Well  don  t  pull  punches  here  Judge  [Laughter  ] 

I  don  t  think  I  have 

No  I  don  t  think  you  have  either 

He  probably  had  promise  once  but  I  ve  never  forgotten  that  remark  to 
Ron  Pelosi  calling  Ron  Pelosi,  who  s  as  sweet  a  person  as  you  11 
know  a  white  supremacist  That  to  me  symbolized  Brown  s  innate 
racism 

Anything  else  you  want  to  add  m  conclusion? 

No 


517 


SENEY 

KOPP 

SENEY 

KOPP 


Do  you  want  to  say  anything  about  public  life  m  general  how  you  ve 
enjoyed  it  and  what  it  s  meant  to  you7 
I  have  enjoyed  it  I  wouldn  t  have  it  any  other  way 
You  just  got  a  big  smile  on  your  face 

I  was  thinking  about  being  seven  years  old  in  Syracuse  New  York,  m 
1935  and  my  father  running  for  county  treasurer  and  thinking  up  to 
now  I  haven  t  grabbed  the  brass  ring  m  terms  of  the  United  States 
Senate  or  attorney  general  of  the  State  of  California  which  I 
considered  as  the  brass  rings  at  one  time  or  another 

But  to  think  back  at  seven  I  never  would  have  visualized  myself 
as  being  a  board  of  supervisors  member  m  a  city  that  is  three  and  a 
half  times  almost  four  times  the  size  of  Syracuse  at  the  time  I  grew 
up  in  Syracuse  Syracuse  of  course  has  suffered  a  loss  in  population 
but  when  I  grew  up  its  population  in  the  1930  Census  was  209  326 
people  One  of  those  important  facts  which  trivialize  my  mind 

And  I  never  would  have  thought  of  being  one  of  only  forty  state 
senators  m  California  a  state  which  has  two  and  a  quarter  times  the 
population  of  my  native  state  the  Empire  State  the  state  of  New  York 
which  had  about  16  million  people  in  the  1930s  I  never  would  have 
thought  of  myself  in  those  terms 

And  I  never  would  have  thought  of  myself  as  a  judge  In  New 
York  State  a  comparable  judge  is  a  judge  of  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  The  New  Y ork  Supreme  Court  is  the  same  as  our  superior 
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court  I  never  would  have  thought  of  myself  as  a  judge  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court 

So  when  I  look  back  as  a  boy  from  Syracuse  I  wouldn  t  have 
had  it  any  other  way  I  m  just  glad  and  gladdened  that  I  was  able  to  do 
it  It  wasn  t  always  a  continuous  flow  and  it  wasn  t  always 
successful  Not  being  elected  mayor  was  a  deep  disappointment  As  a 
practical  matter  1979  as  far  as  the  demographic  shape  of  San 
Francisco  the  political  philosophies  in  San  Francisco  was  probably 
the  last  year  I  could  have  been  elected  mayor  I  think  People  urged 
me  to  run  in  1987  urged  me  to  run  again  in  1991  I  didn  t  because  I 
think  implicitly  I  also  recognized  that  my  time  had  come  and  gone  as  a 
mayor  in  San  Francisco  The  politics  of  San  Francisco  has  changed  to 
the  extent  that  my  time  had  passed 

So  it  s  too  bad  I  wasn  t  elected  in  1979  because  I  could  have 
governed  successfully  even  with  the  changing  demographics  and  I 
think  my  policies  could  have  inhibited  some  of  the  changes 

But  with  that  exception  it  s  been  a  gratifying  twenty  seven  and 
a  half  years  Still  going  as  a  judge  of  the  superior  court  It  s  been  a 
gratifying  thirty  years 

SENEY  I  m  sure  you  have  no  plans  to  retire 

KOPP  No 

SENEY  They  11  have  to  carry  you  out  of  there  I  guess 
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KOPP  Yes  I  plan  to  serve  as  a  judge  until  I  reach  the  point  at  which  it  s  no 

longer  absorbing  or  God  forbid,  I  m  not  functioning  mentally  or 
physically 

SENEY  Well  thank  you  very  much  Judge  Kopp,  for  taking  part  in  the  project 

We  really  appreciate  it 

KOPP  Thank  you 

[End  of  Tape  20  Side  A] 

[End  of  interview  ] 
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Kopp  showing  he  had  polio 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

11 

Eddie  Apps 

Father  of  Mary  Jane  Apps 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

12 

Mary  Jane 

Apps 

Childhood  neighbor  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 
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from  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

12 

Bill  B 
McCarthy 

Child  who  lived  across  the  street  who 
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Cummerford 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  6th  grade  teacher 

Quentm  L  Kopp 
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Quentm  L  Kopp 
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36 

Schuyler 

Berry 

Fnend  of  Quentm  L  Kopp 

Quentm  L  Kopp 
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41 

523 


Jerry  Tallmer 
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Quentin  L 

Kopp 

42 

Mel  Wax 
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Dartmouth  Alumni 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

44 
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Quentm  L  Kopp 

75 
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Charles  S 
Gubser 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

Book 
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85 

Lou  Toepfer 

Harvard  Law  School  placement  person  in 
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85 

Budd 

Schulberg 

Author  of  On  The  Waterfront 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

86 

Marlon 

Brando 

Actor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Joe  Kaitz 

Investigator  for  waterfront  commission 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

88 

Harry  Bridges 

President  International  Longshoreman 
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Quentin  L  Kopp 
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District  Attorney  of  New  York 
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Section  Head  in  waterfront  commission 
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Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Mary  Freed 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  sister  s  roommate 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
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Harvard  Law  School  classmate 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

93 

John  Foster 
Dulles 

US  Secretary  of  State  1953  1958 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

93 

Hartley 

Fleischmann 

Harvard  Law  School  classmate  and 
attorney  at  Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

94 

Jerry  Levin 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

95 

John  A  Sutro 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

95 

Marshall  P 
Madison 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

95 

Francis 

Kirkham 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

97 

Bill  Musman 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

97 

Dick 

MacLavry 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

97 

Jim  Michael 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

98 

Peter  Forbes 

Husband  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  s  sister 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

100 

Violet  Kopp 

Cousin  by  marriage  to  Bobby  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

100 

Fred  Tankel 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

101 

Pete  Miller 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

101 

Bill 

Hannawalt 

Associate  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  at 

Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

102 

Dene  D  bost 

Harvard  Law  School  classmate  of 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

102 
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Jack  Ryerson 

Attorney  in  Santa  Rosa  CA 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

103 

Sig  Nielsen 

Ran  lobbying  operation  for  Pillsbury 
Madison  and  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

103 

George 

Eckhardt 

Partner  at  Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

103 

Moses 

Huberman 

San  Francisco  tax  attorney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

104 

Marvin  E 

Lewis 

Personal  injury  and  tort  lawyer  San 
Francisco 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

105 

Clarence  Linn 

San  Francisco  Municipal  Court  Judge 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

105 

Leo  Friedman 

Defeated  Clarence  Linn  for  Municipal 
Court  Seat 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

105 

Leonard 

James  Bloom 

Quentin  L  Kopp  rents  office  space  from 
Bloom 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

105 

Patricia 

McClaren 

Brown 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  first  secretary 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

106 

A1  Goldstein 

Formed  law  partnership  with  Quentin  L 
Kopp  Goldstein  Kopp  andSkmney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

107 

David  Skinner 

Formed  law  partnership  with  Quentin  L 
Kopp  Goldstein  Kopp  and  Skinney 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

108 

Jim  Thacher 

Quentin  L  Kopp  rents  office  space  from 
Thacher  after  he  is  elected  to  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

110 

Tony 

DiFranco 

Worked  as  an  attorney  in  Quentin  L 

Kopp  s  office 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

110 

Stanley  Mosk 

Runs  for  and  is  elected  California 
Attorney  General  in  1958 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

111 

Charles  A 

0  Bnen 

Campaign  manager  for  Stanley  A  Mosk 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

111 

Evelle 

Younger 

California  Attorney  General 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

111 

Alfonso  J 
Zirpoli 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

112 

Russ  May 

Member  with  Quentin  L  Kopp  of  The 
Tipplen  a  democratic  club 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

112 
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Jim  Drumright 

Member  with  Quentin  L  Kopp  of  The 
Tipplen  a  democratic  club 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

112 

Leo  Dardanen 

Member  with  Quentm  L  Kopp  of  The 
Tipplen  a  democratic  club 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

112 

Bob  Erickson 

Member  with  Quentm  L  Kopp  of  The 
Tipplen  a  democratic  club 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

112 

Robert  I 
McCarthy 

Member  California  State  Senate 

California  Blue 

Book 

112 

John  F 
McCarthy 

Member  California  State  Senate 

California  Blue 

Book 

113 

Casper  W 
Weinberger 

Member  California  Assembly 

California  Blue 

Book 

113 

John  A 
Busterud 

Member  California  Assembly 

California  Blue 

Book 

113 

Patrick  J 
Hillings 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

Book 

113 

George 

Miller  Jr 

Member  California  State  Senate 

California  Blue 

Book 

114 

George  Miller 

m 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

Book 

114 

Jerome  R 
Waldie 

Member  California  Assembly 

California  Blue 

Book 

114 

Clarissa 

Shortall 

McMahon 

Quentm  L  Kopp  campaigned  for  her  as 
she  runs  for  S  F  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
1959 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

115 

Dick  Shortall 

Personal  Injury  lawyer  game  Quentm  L 
Kopp  some  legal  work 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

115 

Edward 

Shortall 

Father  of  Clarissa  and  Dick  Shortall 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

116 

Elmer  E 
Robinson 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

116 

Ronald  V 

Pelosi 

San  Francisco  democratic  activist 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

116 

Alan  Cranston 

Democratic  candidate  for  State 

Controller 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

116 

JohnE  Casey 

San  Francisco  insurance  agent  working 
on  Alan  Cranston  s  1958  campaign 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

116 
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John  Andrew 
Ertola 

S  F  political  activist  campaigning  for  US 
Congressman  John  Shelley 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

116 

John  Francis 
Shelley 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

Book 

116 

Gerald 

Marcus 

Attorney  and  S  F  political  activist 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

116 

Mel  Cohn 

San  Mateo  attorney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

116 

Charles  Ertola 

Father  of  John  Ertola 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

117 

Leo  T 
McCarthy 

Was  campaigning  for  State  Senator  J 
Eugene  McAteer  in  1958 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

117 

J  Eugene 
McAteer 

Member  California  State  Senator 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

117 

Phillip  A 
Burton 

Member  California  Assembly 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

117 

Thomas  W 
Maloney 

Member  California  Assembly 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

117 

John  Burton 

Worked  m  the  California  State  Attorney 
General  s  m  1959 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

118 

William  M 
Malone 

Democratic  political  boss  of  San 

Francisco  in  the  1940  s 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

118 

Raymond  L 
Sullivan 

Law  partner  of  William  M  Malone 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

118 

John  F 
Kennedy 

President  of  the  US  1961  1963 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

119 

Nancy  Pelosi 

Member  of  US  House  of  Representatives 
and  Democratic  Minority  Leader 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

119 

Paul  Pelosi 

Husband  of  Nancy  Pelosi 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

119 

Stewart  M 
Simington 

Candidate  for  Democratic  Party 
nomination  for  US  President  1960 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

119 

Lyndon  B 
Johnson 

Candidate  for  Democratic  Party 
nomination  for  US  President  1960 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

119 

Jim  Thacher 

Co  chairman  of  the  Kennedy  Campaign 
for  President  in  California  1960 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

119 

Roger  Boas 

Candidate  for  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1961 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

122 
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Glenn  M 
Anderson 

Candidate  for  re  election  as  Lt  Governor 
of  California  1962 

California  Blue 

Book  and  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

122 

A1  Abramson 

Quentin  L  Kopp  defeats  Abramson  for 
President  of  the  Barrister  Club  1960 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

123 

Dave  Wilson 

Observer  for  Abramson  at  the  election 
for  President  of  the  Barrister  Club  1960 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

123 

Joe  Kelly 

Observer  for  Kop  at  the  election  for 
President  of  the  Barrister  Club  1 960 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

123 

Cynthia 

Brown  Kelly 

Daughter  of  Governor  Pat  Brown  and 
wife  of  Joe  Kelly 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

123 

Jacques  Adler 

Observer  for  Abramson  at  the  election 
for  President  of  the  Barrister  Club  1 960 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

124 

Pete 

McCloskey 

President  of  the  Barrister  Club  when 
Quentin  L  Koppjomed 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

124 

Ed  Taylor 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  predecessor  as 
President  of  the  State  Conference  of 
Bamsters 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

124 

Ed  Kallgren 

Quentin  L  Kopp  attended  the  1961 
American  Bar  Association  meeting  with 
Ed  Kallgren 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

125 

Jim  Stoner 

Ran  for  President  of  the  Yong  Lawyer 
Association  at  the  1961  ABA 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

125 

Wayne 

Millsap 

Ran  for  President  of  the  Yong  Lawyer 
Association  at  the  1961  ABA 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

125 

Florett 

Pomeroy 

Law  Client  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

126 

Dan  White 

Member  of  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

127 

Robert 

Nicolaus 

Legal  client  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

127 

George 

Moscone 

Candidate  for  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1963 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

128 

Emmett 

Haggerty 

Chair  San  Francisco  County  Democratic 
Committee 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

130 

Gil  Pavlesky 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

130 
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Don  King 

Attorney  and  Quentin  L  Kopp  s 
candidate  for  San  Francisco  Democratic 
County  Committee 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

130 

John  Monahan 

Bar  owner  where  political  meetings  took 
place 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

131 

Herman 

Griffin 

Supported  Don  Kin  for  San  Francisco 
Democratic  County  Committee  Chair 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

132 

Bob  Burton 

Brother  of  Philip  and  John  Burton 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

133 

Jack  Casey 

Took  part  in  election  of  Don  King  as 
Chair  of  San  Francisco  Count 

Democratic  Party 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

202 

Bill  Meyer 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

134 

John  J 
Barbagelata 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

John  Riordan 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Mayor  Shelley 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

135 

Reynolds 

Colvin 

Appointed  to  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Education  instead  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

135 

Alvin  Fine 

Rabbi  at  Temple  Emmanuel  in  San 
Francisco 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

136 

Andy  Hatcher 

Campaign  for  Clair  Engle 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

137 

Clair  Engle 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

137 

Olhe  Carter 

US  District  Judge 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

138 

Helen 

Gehagen 

Douglas 

Democratic  Nominee  for  US  Senate 

1952 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

138 

Pierre 

Salinger 

Worked  with  Robert  F  Kennedy  on  the 
US  Senate  Permanent  Investigating 
Committee 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

138 

Dick  Dunn 

Harvard  Law  School  classmate  of 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

140 

Ben  Swig 

Democratic  party  contributor  San 
Francisco  and  owner  of  the  Fairmont 
Hotel 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

141 

Frank  Jordan 

California  Secretary  of  State 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

142 

Charlie 

Rogers 

Register  of  Voters  San  Francisco 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

143 
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Dave  Skinner 

Worked  with  Quentin  L  Kopp  on  legal 
aspects  of  the  Pierre  Salinger  campaign 
for  US  Senate  1964 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

143 

Peggy  Ikezoe 

Quentm  L  Kopp  s  legal  secretary 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

143 

Stephen  R 
Reinhardt 

Judge  US  Court  of  Appeals  Ninth 

Circuit 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

143 

Bernard 

Teitelbaum 

Staff  Director  for  Pierre  Salinger  1964 
campaign  for  US  Senate 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

144 

Jim  Kenney 

Co  chair  with  Quentm  L  Kopp  for  the 
Salinger  Campaign  in  San  Francisco 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

144 

George 

Murphy 

Member  of  US  Senate  1964  1970 

California  Blue 

Book 

145 

Don  Bradley 

Campaign  manager  for  1964  Salinger 
Campaign  for  US  Senate 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

146 

Norbert  A 
Schlei 

Democratic  candidate  for  California 
Secretary  of  State  1966 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

148 

Bill  Cosby 

Entertainer 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

149 

Hubert  H 
Humphrey 

Candidate  for  Democratic  nomination  for 
US  President  1968 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

149 

Richard  M 
Nixon 

Republican  candidate  for  President  1968 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

150 

John  Sloan 
Dickey 

President  of  Dartmouth  University 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

150 

Alger  Hiss 

Accused  of  being  spy  for  the  soviet  union 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

150 

Whittaker 

Chambers 

Alger  Hiss  accuser 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

150 

Rinaldo 

Carmazzi 

Law  partner  of  Bob  Barbagelata 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

149 

Arthur  C 

Zief  Sr 

San  Francisco  attorney  and  friend  of 
Quentm  L  Kopp 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

151 

Terry  A 
Francois 

Appointed  to  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisor  1964 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

153 

Agnes 

0  Bnen  Smith 

Deputy  City  Attorney  and  candidate  for 
Municipal  Court  running  against  Terry 
Francois 

Quentm  L 

Kopp 

153 

Robert  A 
Wenke 

Superior  Court  Judge 

Quentin  L 

Kopp 

153 
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Ronald 

Reagan 

Governor  of  California  1966  1974 

California  Blue 

Book 

153 

Ed  Racely 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

153 

Alfred  E 
Alquist 

Member  California  State  Senate 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

153 

Robert  H 

Finch 

Lt  Governor  of  California 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

154 

Joseph  L 

Alioto 

Special  Counsel  for  the  San  Francisco 
School  District  in  unlawful  segregation 
law  suit  1964 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

155 

Elmer  E 
Robinson 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

164 

George 

Christopher 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco  1955  1963 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

162 

Arthur 

Brunwasser 

Attorney  for  NAACP  unlawful  school 
segregation  suit  against  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Education  filed  in  1969 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

James 

Herndon 

Attorney  for  NAACP  unlawful  school 
segregation  suit  against  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Education  filed  in  1969 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

154 

Stanley  A 
Weigel 

US  District  Court  Judge 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

154 

Howard 

Nemerovski 

Appointer  by  major  Joseph  Alioto  to  the 
San  Francisco  Board  of  Education  in 

1969 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

155 

Marjorie 

Lemlow 

Leader  of  the  Anti  Busing  Campaign  in 
San  Francisco  1970 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

156 

William  Jack 
Chow 

Attorney  representmg  Chinese  families 
opposed  to  busing 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

158 

George  Chinn 

Attorney  representmg  Chinese  families 
opposed  to  busing 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

158 

William  S 
Mailhard 

Member  US  House  of  Representatives 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

158 

Tom  Hsieh 

Sr 

Architect  and  political  activist  in  San 
Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

159 
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Theodore 

Roosevelt 

President  of  the  US  1901  1909 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

160 

William  0 
Douglas 

Associate  Justice  US  Supreme  Court 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

162 

Fred  Martin 

Friend  and  political  advisor  of  Quentin  L 
Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

162 

Dick  Zahm 

Held  fund  raiser  for  Quentin  L  Kopp  at 
his  home  in  1969 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

163 

Kmg  Kenny 

Dartmouth  classmate  and  political 
supporter  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

163 

Ellen  Lynch 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

163 

Guido  Saven 

Was  at  Pillsbury  Madison  and  Sutro 
with  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

176 

John  Jeffries 

Executive  director  of  Local  400  Service 
Employees  International  Union 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

177 

Peter  Tamaras 

Political  associate  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

178 

Dorothy  von 
Beroldmgen 

Political  associate  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

178 

AI  Nelder 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1973  1981 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

1/4/2002  page 

A23 

179 

John 

Monaghan 

Political  associate  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

180 

Ed  Sareille 

San  Francisco  police  officer  assigned  to 
Kopp  as  driver 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

180 

Jerry  Brown 

California  Secretary  of  State  1970  1974 

California  Blue 

Book 

180 

Joe  Kelly 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

180 

Jim  Kenney 

Financial  supporter  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

181 

Joseph  C 
Houghtelmg 

Ppart  of  Jerry  Brown  for  Secretary  of 

State  Campaign  1970 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

182 

Bob 

Battinovich 

Part  of  Jerry  Brown  for  Secretary  of  State 
Campaign  1970 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

182 

Jeremiah  F 
Halhsey 

Part  of  Jerry  Brown  for  Secretary  of  State 
Campaign  1970 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

182 

Tony  Doherty 

Part  of  Jerry  Brown  for  Secretary  of  State 
Campaign  1970 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

182 

Russ  Cone 

Reporter  for  the  San  Francisco 

Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

183 

Jerry  Bums 

Reporter  for  the  San  Francisco 

Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

183 
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Bemie  Orsi 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

184 

George 

Christopher 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco  1959  1963 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook/ 

184 

Frank  Alioto 

Cousin  of  Joe  Alioto 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

185 

John  Alioto 

Son  of  Joe  Alioto 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

186 

Tom 

0  Connor 

San  Francisco  City  Attorney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

186 

JohnJ  Ferdon 

District  Attorney  of  San  Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

186 

Michael 

Jennings 

Keady 

Personal  friend  and  attorney  for  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

186 

Kevin  Starr 

Librarian,  City  of  San  Francisco  1973 
1976 

http  //www  Iibrar 
y  ca  gov/html/star 
rcvl  cfin 

187 

Jerry  Crowley 

Head  of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Officer 
Association 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

187 

Jim  Ferguson 

Head  of  the  San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters 
Association 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

187 

Cookie  Picetti 

Owner  of  the  Star  Cafe 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

188 

Ann  Racich 

Secretary  to  Cookie  Picetti 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

189 

Bob  Dolan 

Clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for 
about  twenty  five  years 

Quentm  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

191 

Elmer 

Robinson 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco  1948  1956 

http  //sfyl4  sfpl  or 
g/sfhi  story/mayor 
s  htm 

189 

Frankie  Aiello 

Driver  for  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

189 

George 

Member  California  State  Senate  1949 

California  Blue 

190 

Miller  Jr 

1960 

Book 

James  R 

Member  California  State  Senate  1967 

California  Blue 

190 

Mills 

1982 

Book 

Herb  Caen 

Columnist  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

191 

Milton  Marks 

Member  California  State  Senate  1 967 
1998 

California  Blue 

Book 

191 
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Ruth  Church 
Gupta 

U  S  District  Court  Judge  San  Francisco 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle  June 

28  1989  page  B6 

193 

Chad  Ertola 

Jack  Ertola  s  brother 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

194 

Moms 

Bernstein 

San  Francisco  Democratic  fund  raiser 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

194 

Fred  Martin 

Great  help  in  Quentin  L  Kopp  s  1975 
run  for  Mayor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

195 

Leslie  Forbes 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  niece 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

196 

Peter 

Candidate  for  San  Francisco  supervisor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

196 

Mendelsohn 

in  1975 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

William  F 
Grader  Sr 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

197 

William  F 
Grader  Jr 

Son  of  William  F  Grader  Sr 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

197 

Clement  W 

Member  U  S  House  or  Representatives 

California  Blue 

197 

Miller 

1959  1962 

Book 

Don  Clausen 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representatives 
1963  1983 

California  Blue 

Book 

197 

Jack  Mai  tester 

Mayor  of  San  Leandro  for  twenty  years 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

2/26/02  Page  A18 

197 

Eddie  Spizell 

Campaign  adman  for  John  Barbageleta 
1970 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

199 

Harvey  Milk 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1975  1977 

200 

Jim  Jones 

Minister  Peoples  Temple  San 

Francisco 

200 

Don  King 

Political  associate  of  Quentm  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

202 

Gene  Connell 

Political  associate  of  Quentm  L  Kopp 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

202 

Carl  A 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

204 

Bntschgi 

1957  1970 

Book 

Tom  Lantos 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representative 
1980  to  date 

California  Blue 

Book 

207 

Ken  Cory 

California  State  Controller  1979  1987 

California  Blue 

Book 

209 

Fred  Furth 

Candidate  for  California  State  Controller 

unable  to  venfy 

209 

Henry  M 
Jackson 

Candidate  for  Democratic  nomination  for 
U  S  President  1972 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

209 

Irving  S  Cobb 

The  old  Kentucky  humorist 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

210 

Joseph  P 

President  of  the  San  Francisco  Plumbers 

San  Francisco 

210 

Mazzola 

Union  Local  38  unsuccessfully 
impeached  as  Airport  Commissioner 

1977 

Chronicle  March 

31  1987,  pi 
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Vigo  G 

Nielsen 

Republican  Party  Activist 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

212 

Pete  Annuzzi 

Politically  active  cement  contractor  San 
Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

213 

Mel  Annuzzi 

Politically  active  cement  contractor,  San 
Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

213 

Joe 

Martucchioa 

Politically  active  plumbing  contractor 

San  Francisco 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

213 

Frank  Eagan 

San  Francisco  Public  Defender, 
Impeached  in  1932 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

214 

Vincent 

Hallman 

Prominent  San  Francisco  Attorney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

214 

James  Purcell 

Parliamentarian  during  Mazzola 
impeachment 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

214 

Marvin  E 

Lewis 

Represented  Joseph  P  Mazzola  in 
unsuccessful  impeachment 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

214 

George 

Agnost 

Deputy  San  Francisco  City  Attorney 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

215 

John  Grenfell 

Member  San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

218 

Charles  Gain 

Police  Chief  San  Francisco  1975  1978 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/15/2002  Page 

9 

219 

Jimmy  Carter 

President  of  the  United  States  1 977 

1981 

219 

Joseph  Freitas 

District  Attorney  of  San  Francisco  1975 
1979 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

10/22/85  page  A 

John  Bardis 

Unsuccessful  candidate  for  San 

Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  1975 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

221 

Carol  Mezey 

Candidate  in  the  1971  mayors  election 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

221 

George 

Director  of  Franklin  Hospital  San 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

222 

Monardo 

Francisco 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

Dan  White 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors,  1975  1978 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

10/22/85  page  A 

223 
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JohnF  Foran 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1963  1976 

California  Blue 

Book 

223 

Art  Agnos 

Candidate  of  the  Burton  McCarthy 
Moscone  alliance 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  venfy) 

223 

Wendy  Nelder 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1980  1990 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

224 

Dons  Ward 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1979  1992 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

224 

Lee  S  Dolson 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors,  1977  1982 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

224 

Gordon  J  Lau 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1973  1981 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

226 

Carol  Ruth 
Silver 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1977  1988 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

226 

Ella  Hill 

Hutch 

Member,  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors,  199  1981 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

226 

Joe  Montana 

Quarterback  College  of  Notre  Dame 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  venfy) 

230 

Louis  Burke 

Associate  Justice  California  Supreme 
Court  1964  1974 

California  Blue 

Book 

231 

Gilbert 

Personal  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

232 

Eisenberg 

Gale 

Aide  to  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

232 

Kauffman 

Richard  C 

Blum 

Third  husband  of  Diane  Feinstein 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

8/28/1990  Page 

A1 

233 

Hadley  Roff 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Mayor  Diane  Feinstein 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/24/2000, 

Section  WB 
page  6 

233 

Eugene 

Gartland 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Diane 
Feinstein 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

7/11/1988  Page 

A7 

234 
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Don  Horanzy 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

9/2/1987  Page  4 

235 

Chris 

Moscone 

Son  of  George  Moscone 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/26/2000  Page 

A1 

235 

Jon  Moscone 

Son  of  George  Moscone 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

3/8/1987  Sunday 
Datebook  Page 

36 

235 

Gina  Moscone 

Wife  of  George  Moscone 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/26/2000  Page 

A1 

236 

Lena  Moscone 

Mother  of  George  Moscone 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

236 

George 

Moscone 

Cousin  of  George  Moscone 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

236 

A1  Pollock 

A  restaurateur 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

238 

Jeffrey 

Pollock 

Son  of  A1  Pollock 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

238 

Henry  Berman 

Democratic  Party  activist  and  fund  raiser 
San  Francisco 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

12/18/1986  Page 

10 

239 

Eugene  L 
Friend 

Supporter  of  Diane  Feinstein 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

8/28/1990  Page 

A1 

239 

David  Nelson 

Supporter  of  Diane  Feinstein 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

239 

Walter  H 
Shorenstein 

Democratic  Party  activist  and  fund  raiser 
San  Francisco 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

7/17/1989  Page 

A5 

239 

Brayton 

Wilbur  Jr 

Advisor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

242 

Donald  L 

Solem 

Advisor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

242 

Jeremiah 

Hallisey 

Advisor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

242 
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Harvey 

Hukan 

Republican  campaign  consultant 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

6/27/1987 

NEWS  Page  6 

242 

Fred  Martin 

Advisor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

242 

Mike  Keady 

Advisor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

242 

Sal  Russo 

Republican  Campaign  consultant 
interviewed  by  Quentin  L  Kopp  for 
possible  role  m  his  1 979  campaign  for 
mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

243 

Clint  Reilly 

Campaign  consultant  interviewed  by 
Quentin  L  Kopp  for  possible  role  in  his 
1979  campaign  for  mayor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

243 

Richard 

Hongisto 

Candidate  for  San  Francisco  Sheriff 

1979 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

1/10/1985 

NEWS  Page  8 

243 

Hugh 

Schwartz 

Took  poll  for  1979  Quentin  L  Kopp 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

244 

Warren 

Simmons 

San  Francisco  restaurateur 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

8/16/2002  Page  7 

244 

Alan  Klein 

An  old  Harvard  Law  School  friend 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

244 

Pat  Simmons 

Wife  of  Warren  Simmons 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

245 

Phil  Greer 

Contributor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  S  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

245 

Mel  Schiller 

Campaign  treasurer  for  1979  Quentin  L 
Kopp  campaign  for  mayor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

2468 

Dr  [first  name 

unknown] 

Brady 

Contributor  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  s  1979 
campaign  for  mayor 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

246 

Tony  Doherty 

Advised  Quentin  L  Kopp  on  campaign 
finance  law  in  1979  campaign 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

246 

Stan  Smith 

Head  of  the  San  Francisco  Building 
Trades  Council  supported  Quentin  L 
Kopp  for  mayor  in  1979 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

248 

Calvin  Welch 

Supported  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  mayor  in 
1979 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

248 

David  Scott 

Candidate  for  mayor  in  1979 

Quentm  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

248 

541 


Jello  Biafra 

Candidate  for  mayor  in  1979 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

6/4/1986  Page  8 

249 

John  Thiella 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  assistant  campaign 
manager  1979 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

249 

Guy  Chemey 

Personal  friend  and  political  support 

1979 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

250 

Dee  (Parker) 
Chemey 

Wife  of  Guy  Chemey 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

251 

Jack  Momson 

Candidate  for  mayor  of  San  Francisco 
1967 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

Magazine 

251 

Louise  Renne 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1978  1986 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

251 

George  Chinn 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 

Sup  ervi  s  ors  2/7 3  11/73 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

8/28/1986  Page  1 

252 

William  Jack 
Chow 

President  Chmese  Six  Companies 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

4/14/1988  Page 

B7 

252 

Richard  T 
Thienot 

Publisher  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

253 

Charles  de 
Young 

Thieroit 

Publisher  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

253 

John  R 

Murphy 

Editor  San  Francisco  Examiner 

San  Francisco 
Examiner 

253 

W  E  Bames 

Columnist  San  Francisco  Examiner 

San  Francisco 
Examiner 

253 

Dick  Nolan 

Columnist  San  Francisco  Examiner 

San  Francisco 
Examiner 

254 

Abe 

Melhnkoff 

Columnist  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

254 

Charles 

McCabe 

Columnist  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

254 

John  Factor 

Member  of  the  Max  Factor  family 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

256 

Harry  Bntt 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1979  1992 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

257 

Margie  Leland 
Blackwell 

Quentin  L  Kopp  S  first  administrative 
aide 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

258 

Lorenzo 

Petroni 

Owner  of  the  North  Beach  Cafe 

261 

542 


Linda  Shacht 

Linda  Stark 

Reporter  for  Channel  5  and  one  of  the 
interviewers  for  the  1979  debate  during 
the  1979  campaign  for  mayor 
Photographer  for  Quentin  L  Kopp  s 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify)Quentm 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

262 

Melvin  Belli 

1 979  campaign  for  mayor 

Prominent  San  Francisco  Attorney  who 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

263 

George  C 

threatened  to  sue  Quentin  L  Kopp  during 
1979  campaign 

Governor  of  Alabama  in  the  1960  s  and 

San  Francisco 

264 

Wallace 

1970  s 

Chronicle 

4/21/2000  Page 
Cl 


Stan  Nelson 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  best  friend  from 
Dartmouth 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

264 

Mel  Wax 

Fellow  Dartmouth  graduate  and 
disappointment  as  friend 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

264 

Howard  L 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

266 

Berman 

1983  1993 

Book 

James  C 

Member  US  House  of  Representative 

California  Blue 

266 

Corman 

1963  1981 

Book 

Patrick 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

266 

Johnston 

1981  1982 

Book 

Carmen 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

266 

Penno 

1974  1980 

Book 

Larry  Asera 

Ran  for  the  Assembly  against  Don 
Sebastiam  1984 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

3/22/1986  Page  8 

266 

Don 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

266 

Sebastiam 

1981  1986 

Book 

Denise 

Hinckle 

Campaign  coordinator  for  Quentin  L 

Kopp  s  1981  campaign  for  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

266 

Nancy  Walker 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1979  1990 

http  //www  sfgov 
org/bdsupvrs/han 
dbook 

267 

George  Reilly 

Member  California  Board  of 

Equalization  1951  1982 

California  Blue 

Book 

268 

Michael  B 
Berman 

Democratic  political  consultant  contacted 
by  Quentin  L  Kopp  regarding  possible 
campaign  for  California  Board  of 
Equalization 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

269 

Harland  W 
Braun 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

269 

Gwen  Moore 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1979  1994 

California  Blue 

Book 

269 

543 


Conway 

Aide  to  California  Controller  Alan 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

270 

Collis 

Cranston  who  wanted  to  run  for  the 
Assembly  in  a  district  in  San  Fernando 
Valley 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

Gray  Davis 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1983  1986 

California  Blue 

Book 

270 

Jack  Monask 

Outstanding  political  analysts 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

271 

Richard 

Mullen 

Pollster  consulted  by  Quentin  L  Kopp 
regarding  possible  run  for  the  Board  of 
Equalization 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

272 

George 

Attorney  General  of  California  1978 

California  Blue 

272 

Deukmejian 

1982 

Book 

Delia 

Schletter 

Administrative  aide  to  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

272 

Brayton 

Wilbur 

Political  supporter  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

274 

Ronn  Owens 

Talk  show  host  on  KGO  Radio 

KGO  Radio 

274 

Mickey 

Luckoff 

President/  General  Manager  of  KGO 
radio 

KGO  Radio 

275 

Carmen  Perez 

Replaced  Quentin  L  Kopp  as  talk  show 
host  on  KGO  radio 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

Louis  A 

Turpin 

General  manager  San  Francisco  Airport 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle  3/6/85 
Page  5 

276 

Kevin 

0  Bnen 

General  manager  of  KTVU  Television 
Oakland  California 

KTVU 

276 

Dave 

NFL  Players  Association  Western 

San  Francisco 

277 

Meggyesy 

Regional  Director 

Chronicle 

11/24/1987  Page 

D9 

Steve 

McPartland 

Reporter  at  KTVU  television 

KTVU 

277 

Bemie  Ward 

Appeared  both  on  KTVU  television  and 
KGO  radio 

KTVU 

277 

Ross 

McGowan 

Host  of  People  are  Talking  morning 
show  on  KTVU  television 

KTVU 

277 

Eileen 

Maloney 

Reporter  for  the  San  Francisco  Progress 

San  Francisco 
Progress 

280 

Larry  Liebert 

Political  writer  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

280 

Greg  Lucas 

Reporter  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

280 

Dan  Walters 

Columnist  Sacramento  Bee 

Sacramento  Bee 

280 

Carl  Ingram 

Reporter  Los  Angeles  Times 

Los  Angels  Times 

280 

544 


Peter  Y 
Sussman 

Society  of  Professional  Journalists 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

4/30/1999  Page 

A19 

282 

Bruce  B 
Brugmann 

Publisher  of  the  Bay  Guardian 

Bay  Guardian 

282 

Edward  Stem 

Prominent  plaintiffs  personal  injury 
lawyer 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

286 

Terence 

Hallman 

District  Attorney  of  San  Francisco  1995 
to  date 

http  //www  ci  sf  c 
a  us/site/da_index 
asp 

286 

Bertram 

Feinstein 

Diane  Feinstem  s  second  husband 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/8/1990  Page 

B3 

289 

Frank  Jordan 

Mayor  San  Francisco  1991  1995 

San  Francisco 

289 

Chronicle 


1/22/1995  Page 
3/3Z 


John  Van  de 

Attorney  General  of  California  1983 

California  Blue 

291 

Kamp 

1991 

Book 

Phil  Gilhgan 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

292 

Lacey 

Fosburg 

Reporter  New  York  Times 

New  York  Times 

293 

Mark  Libarle 

Former  husband  of  Lacey  Fosburg 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

293 

Dan  Geller 

Legal  client  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

299 

Phil  Angel  Jr 

Defendant  in  trail  involving  Quentin  L 
Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

300 

Katie  Baker 

Quentin  L  Kopp  s  administrative 
assistant 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

302 

John  V 

Lindsay 

Mayor  New  York  City  1966  1973 

The  North  County 
Times 

302 

http  //www  nctim 
es  net/news/ 1221 
00/q  html 


Stacy  Keach 

Actor 

302 

Joseph  T 

Archbishop  of  San  Francisco  1962  1977 

Archdiocese  of 

303 

McGucken 

San  Francisco 

Jacques 

Member  New  World  Liberation  Front 

San  Francisco 

307 

Rogier 

Chronicle 

1/19/2001  Page  2 

J  Tony  Serra 

Well  known  criminal  defense  attorney 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

5/11/1988 

307 

545 


James  Lassart  Assistant  U  S  Attorney  and  prosecutor  in  San  Francisco  307 


the  Kopp  bombing  case 

Chronicle 

2/13/1985  Page 

36 

Stanley 

Packy5 

Rogers 

Had  been  in  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers 
baseball  system 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

308 

Joseph  P  Bort 

Supervisor  of  Alameda  County 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

2/12/1987  Page 

44 

310 

Fred  Cooper 

Former  Alameda  County  Supervisor 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

6/6/1986  Page  31 

311 

Jack  Walsh 

San  Diego  County  Supervisor 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

311 

Howard  Jarvis 

Co  author  of  Proposition  13  June  6 

1978 

Los  Angeles 

Times 

12/14/1999  Page 

B6 

311 

Paul  Gann 

Co  author  of  Proposition  13  June  6 

1978 

Los  Angeles 

Times 

12/14/1999  Page 

B6 

311 

Peter  B 

Wilson 

Mayor  of  San  Diego  1971  1983 

Los  Angeles 

Tunes 

10/31/1990  Page 

B8 

311 

Kenneth  L 
Maddy 

Member  California  State  Senate  1979 
1998 

California  Blue 

Book 

311 

Bryant 

Gumbel 

Anchor  NBC  Today  Show 

Los  Angeles 

Times  5/2/1996 
PageF  1 

315 

Harvey  Rose 

Budget  analyst  for  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

6/3/2002  PageB 

•3 

317 

John 

Garamendi 

State  senator  who  ran  against  Tom 
Bradley  for  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  California  Governor  1982 

D 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

320 

Dwayne 

Garrett 

Tom  Bradley  s  finance  chairman  1982 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

320 

546 


Daniel  E 

Member  California  State  Senate  1980 

California  Blue 

323 

Boatwright 

1996 

Book 

Bill  Lockyer 

Attorney  General  of  California  2000  to 
date 

California  Blue 

Book 

324 

Dan  Lungren 

Attorney  General  of  California  1991 

1999 

California  Blue 

Book 

324 

David  Stirling 

Dan  Lungren  s  chief  deputy 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

325 

Dan  Geller 

San  Francisco  Superior  Court 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

326 

Robert  Dossee 

A  superior  court  judge  and  later  a  court 
of  appeals  judge 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

12/25/1990  Page 

A3 

326 

Jim  Gonzalez 

Worked  in  Femstein  s  Office  of  the 

Mayor  had  declared  himself  a  candidate 
against  Foran  in  the  primary 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

328 

Louis  J  Papan 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1972  1988 

California  Blue 

Book 

329 

Pete 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

330 

McCloskey 

1967  1983 

Book 

Shirley 

Unsuccessful  candidate  for  U  S  House 

http  //www  geocit 

331 

Temple  Black 

of  Representatives  1968 

les  com/Hollywo 
od/HilIs/8038/ 

Richard 

Runs  Democratic  congressional 

San  Francisco 

331 

Schlackman 

campaigns 

Chronicle 

9/5/1991  Page  A 

19 

James  W 

Member  California  State  Senate  1969 

1  7 

California  Blue 

333 

Nielsen 

1990 

Book 

Barry  D 

Member  California  State  Senate  1978 

California  Blue 

333 

Keene 

1992 

Book 

Robert  W 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

334 

Naylor 

1979  1986 

Book 

Johan  Klehs 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

Book 

335 

Richie  Ross 

Papan  s  campaign  manager 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

335 

Lynn  Bryan 

Republican  fund  raiser  hired  by  Kopp  for 
his  Senate  Campaign 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

337 

Jack  Jones 

Dow  Chemical  lobbyist 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

337 

547 


Robert  C 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

337 

Cline 

1971  1980 

Book 

Robert 

Candidate  for  Republican  Nomination 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

338 

Sylvestn 

for  12th  District  state  senate  campaign 
1988 

(otherwise  unable 
to  venfy) 

Lyman  Gee 

Contributor  to  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

339 

Jon  Rubin 

Paid  employee  on  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

341 

Peter 

Goldman 

General  manager  of  the  Hyatt  Regency 
supplied  gratis  meeting  rooms  and  food 
in  Kopp  s  first  senate  campaign 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

342 

Glenn  Craig 

Sacramento  County  Sheriff  1984  1996 

Sacramento  Bee 
6/28/1996  Page 

B3 

343 

Cheryl 

Aronson 

Campaign  aide  m  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

343 

David  A 

Member  California  State  Senate  1971 

California  Blue 

344 

Roberti 

1994 

Book 

Cliff  Berg 

Executive  officer  Senate  Rules 

Committee 

Sacramento  Bee 
7/17/1995 

PageA9 

344 

Henry  Mello 

Member  California  State  Senate  1981 
1996 

California  Blue 

Book 

346 

J  Hart  Clinton 

Publisher  of  the  San  Mateo  County  Tunes 

San  Mateo 

County  Times 

347 

Gary  A  Patton 

Member  Santa  Cruz  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  19881  1993 

San  Jose 

Mercury  News 
11/9/93,  Page  IB 

347 

Joe  Kuehara 

Member  Santa  Cruz  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  1981 

Quentm  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  venfy) 

347 

Roblyn  Levy 

Member  Santa  Cruz  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  1986 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  venfy) 

347 

Jerry  Fuchs 

Publisher  of  six  weeklies  on  the 
peninsula 

San  Jose 

Mercury  News 
10/1/1988,  Page 

18E 

347 

Bill  Drake 

Publisher  of  the  Pacifica  Tribune 

Pacifica  Tribune 

347 

Peter  Loeb 

Daly  City  Councilman  endorsed  Quentin 

L  Kopp  for  state  senate 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/6/1986  Page 

348 

17 


548 


Jim  Tucker 

The  only  Republican  on  the  Daly  City 
Council  endorsed  Quentin  L  Kopp  in 
first  senate  campaign 

ibid 

348 

Bubba  Pans 

Member  San  Francisco  49  ers  football 
team  who  appeared  in  campaign 
commercial  in  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

1/12/1991  Page 

D6  and  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

349 

Billy  Ring 

Member  San  Francisco  49  ers  football 
team  who  appeared  in  campaign 
commercial  in  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

2/18/1986  Page 

5 1  and  Quentin  L 
Kopp 

349 

Randy  Cross 

Member  San  Francisco  49  ers  football 
team  who  appeared  in  campaign 
commercial  m  Kopp  s  first  senate 
campaign 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

10/26/1989  Page 

F4  and  Quentin  L 
Kopp 

349 

Bill  Walsh 

Coach  of  the  San  Francisco  49ers 
supported  Kopp  in  first  senate  campaign 

ibid  and  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

350 

Bobb 

McKittnck 

Assistant  coach  of  the  San  Francisco 

49ers  supported  Kopp  in  first  senate 
campaign 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

7/31/1997  Page 

E3  and  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

350 

Dave  Beromo 

Sports  editor  of  the  Vallejo  Herald 

Vallejo  Herald 

350 

Jim  Costa 

Member  California  State  Senate,  1995 
2001 

California  Blue 

Book 

352 

Pete 

Schabarum 

Member  Los  Angeles  County  Board  of 
Supervisors 

Los  Angeles 

Times  8/23/2000 

Page  B3 

353 

Justin  Fmger 

Executive  director  of  the  Anti 

Defamation  League  in  Atlanta  Georgia 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

354 

Gary  Condit 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representatives 
1989  2001 

California  Blue 

Book 

355 

Ed  Canapary 

Pollster  for  Quentin  L  Kopp  in  1986 
senate  election 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

356 

Ray  Johnson 

Member  California  State  Senate  1976 
1984 

California  Blue 

Book 

357 

Audie  Bock 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1998  2000 

California  Blue 

Book 

358 

Elihu  Harris 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1979  1990 

California  Blue 

Book 

358 

John  A 

0  Connell 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

1955  1958 

California  Blue 

Book 

360 

549 


Lou  Poletti 

Rented  Quentin  L  Kopp  a  campaign 
office  1986 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

361 

Art  Torres 

Member  California  State  Senate  1983 
1994 

California  Blue 

Book 

363 

Steve 

Merksamer 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Governor  George 
Deukmejian  1982  1987 

Sacramento  Bee 
9/16/1987 

364 

Dan 

Fnedlander 

Chief  of  staff  to  Quentin  L  Kopp  as 
Senator 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

364 

William 

Campbell 

Member  California  State  Senate  1977 
1989 

California  Blue 

Book 

367 

Bill  Craven 

Member  California  State  Senate  1979 
1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

369 

Robert  G 
Beverly 

Member,  California  State  Senate  1976 
1996 

California  Blue 

Book 

369 

Ruben  Ayala 

Member  California  State  Senate  1974 
1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

369 

Bion  Gregory 

Legislative  Counsel  1976  2001 

Sacramento  Bee 
11/2/2001  Page 

A3 

369 

Leroy  F 

Greene 

Member  California  State  Senate  1983 
1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

369 

Robert  B 
Presley 

Member  California  State  Senate  1975 
1996 

California  Blue 

Book 

370 

Eddie 

DeBartolo  Jr 

Owner  San  Francisco  49  ers  Football 
team 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

2/12/2003  Page 

A24 

372 

Warren  Frank 

Childhood  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

373 

Janice  Frank 

Childhood  friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

373 

Ken  Flower 

One  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  49ers 
football  team 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

11/20/1986  Page 

74 

Sacramento  Bee 
4/17/1984  Sports 
Page  C 

373 

Andy  Geiger 

Athletic  director  at  Stanford  University 

374 

Donald 

Kennedy 

Stanford  University  President  1980 

1992 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News  4/30/2000 
Page  IF 

374 

Larry  Klein 

Mayor  of  Palo  Alto  California  1984 
1989 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News  6/6/2002 

Page  IB 

375 

550 


Lamar  Hunt 

Owner  of  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs  football 
team 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News 

11/28/2002  Page 

IF 

376 

Don  Shula 

Coach  of  the  Miami  Dolphins 

1  1-j 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News  2/19/2002 

Page  1A 

376 

Dave  Shula 

Don  Shula  s  son  and  Dartmouth  College 
graduate 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

376 

Joe  Robbie 

Owner  of  the  Miami  Dolphins  football 
team 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News  1/26/1997 

Page  6D 

376 

George 

Executive  director  San  Francisco 

San  Jose  Mercury 

377 

Kirkland 

Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau 

/tews  3/17/1987 

Page  IF 

Wayne 

Sportscaster  and  broadcaster  for  the  San 

San  Jose  Mercury 

377 

Walker 

Francisco  49ers  1984  1998 

News  1/11/1998 

Page  3C 

Pete  Rosell 

National  Football  League  Commissioner 

unable  to  verify 

377 

Henry  Exall 

College  and  law  school  classmate  of 
Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

378 

Delia 

Schletter 

OLK  s  aide  at  the  board  of  supervisors 
after  1980  for  four  years 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

378 

Chris  Sullivan 

Quentin  L  Kopp  S  driver  and  friend  a 
police  inspector 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

383 

Con  Murphy 

Chief  of  Police  San  Francisco  1978 

1986 

San  Jose  Mercury 
News  1/10/1986 

Page  IF 

385 

Allan 

Deputy  legislative  secretary  to  Governor 

San  Jose  Mercury 

385 

Zaremberg 

George  Deukmejian 

News  6/17/1986 

Page  8B 

Fred  Martin 

Vice  president  of  the  Bank  of  America 
in  charge  nationally  of  governmental 
relations 

Quentin  L  Kopp 
(otherwise  unable 
to  verify) 

386 

Peggy Ikezoe 

Quentin  L  Kopp  S  legal  secretary  in 

1962 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

388 

Norman  Y 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

390 

Mineta 

1975  1995 

Book 

Robert  T 

Member  U  S  House  of  Representatives 

California  Blue 

390 

Matsui 

1978  to  date 

Book 

Marvin  Baxter 

Associate  Justice  California  Supreme 
Court  1991  to  date 

California  Blue 

Book 

391 

Michael  Frost 

Governor  George  Deukmejian  s  Chief  of 
Staff  1987  1990 

392 

551 


Rebecca  Q 

Member  California  State  Senate  1985 

California  Blue 

394 

Morgan 

1993 

Book 

Arlen  F 

Member  California  State  Senate  1971 

California  Blue 

394 

Gregorio 

1978 

Book 

H  L 

Member  California  State  Senate  1967 

California  Blue 

396 

Richardson 

1988 

Book 

Rose  Ann 

Member  California  State  Senate  1977 

California  Blue 

394 

Vuich 

1992 

Book 

Mark  Lipsher 

Reporter  Orange  County  Register 

Orange  County 
Register 

398 

Teresa  P 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

401 

Hughes 

1975  1992 

Book 

Jackie  Speier 

Member  California  State  Assembly, 

California  Blue 

401 

1987  1996 

Book 

Mehdi 

Personal  friend  and  staff  director  of  the 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

406 

Morshed 

Senate  Transportation  Committee 

Steve 

Assistant  staff  director  of  the  Senate 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

406 

Schnaidt 

Transportation  Committee 

Jone 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  Transportation 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

406 

McCarthy 

Committee 

Richard  L 

Member,  California  State  Senate  1995 

California  Blue 

408 

Mountjoy 

present 

Book 

Richard  Katz 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

410 

1981  1996 

Book 

Gil  Ferguson 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

412 

1985  1994 

Book 

John  Stevens 

Staff  director  Assembly  Transportation 
Committee 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

411 

William  P 

Member  California  State  Assembly 

California  Blue 

412 

Baker 

1982  1991 

Book 

John  Seymour 

Member  California  State  Senate  1982 

California  Blue 

412 

1991 

Book 

Stanley  Mosk 

Associate  Justice  California  Supreme 

California  Blue 

416 

Court  1964—2000 

Book 

Ed  Davis 

Member  California  State  Senate  1981 

California  Blue 

416 

1992 

Book 

Gail  Wilson 

Wife  of  Governor  Pete  Wilson 

420 

Michael 

Sheriff  Sacramento  City  and  County 

http  //www  ci  sf  c 

430 

Hennessey 

1979  to  date 

a  us/sheriff/shenf 
f  htm 

Frank  Hill 

California  State  Senator,  1990  1994 

California  Blue 

Book 

432 

David  Sachs 

Kopp  s  ophthalmologist 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

433 

552 


John  Doolittle 

California  State  Senator  1981  1991 

California  Blue 

Book 

434 

Don  Rogers 

California  State  Senator  1987  1996 

California  Blue 

Book 

434 

A1  Pross 

Executive  Direction  California  Medial 
Association  political  action  committee 

Sacramento  Bee 
11/29/1992  Page 

A1 

437 

Lawrence 

Karleton 

Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court 
for  Northern  California  1979  to  date 

The  Chambers  of 
Judge  Karleton 

439 

Michael 

Bogart 

Worked  with  Quentin  L  Kopp  in 
defending  legal  challenge  to  Proposition 
78 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

439 

Charles 

M  Calderon 

California  State  Senator  1990  1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

441 

Alan  Robbins 

California  State  Senator  1973  1991 

California  Blue 

Book 

444 

Pete  Miller 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentm 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

444 

Richard  M 
Polanco 

California  State  Senator  1990  1998 

California  Blue 

Book 

446 

Nancy 

Michael 

Aide  to  Senate  President  Pro  Tern  David 
Robeti 

Sacramento  Bee 
6/6/1984 

METRO  Page  A 

18 

447 

Rick  Rollins 

Head  California  State  Senate  floor 
analysis  unit 

Sacramento  Bee 
9/6/1987  Page  A1 

448 

William 

Bennett 

Member  California  Board  of 

Equalization  1983  1994 

California  Blue 

Book 

450 

Larry  Doyle 

Chief  lobbyist  of  the  State  Bar  of 
California 

http  //www  calbar 
ca  gov/calbar/2cb 
j/96oct/art27  htm 

453 

Don  Caffrey 

Attorney  in  Long  Beach  with  a  medium 
size  firm  -  Ball  Hunt  &  Hart 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

454 

Stacy  Sullivan 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

454 

Barbara 

Friedman 

Goldeen 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentm  L  Kopp 

454 

553 


Clay  Jackson 

Lobbyist 

The  San 

Francisco 

Chronicle 

9/5/1996  Page 

A22 

455 

Bill  Cather 

Department  of  Motor  Vehicles 
legislative  liaison 

Sacramento  Bee 
2/25/1998 

METRO  Page 

B1 

459 

Robert  K 

Best 

Director  California  Department  of 
Transportation  1988  1991 

Laurel  Clark 
Supervising 

Librarian 

California 
Department  of 
Transportation 
Library 

459 

James  van 
loben  Sels 

Director  California  Department  of 
Transportation  1991  1999 

ibid 

459 

DeanR 

Dunphy 

Secretary  Business,  Transportation  and 
Housing  Agency  1993  1998 

ibid 

460 

Bob  Wolf 

Member  California  Transportation 
Commission 

461 

Bill  Leonard 

Sr 

Member  California  Transportation 
Commission  1985  1993 

Mary  Lea  Filbert 
Executive 

Support  Analyst 
California 
Transportation 
Commission 

461 

Jerry  Epstein 

Member  California  Transportation 
Commission  1991  1997 

ibid 

461 

Herschel 

Rosenthal 

California  State  Senator  1983  1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

461 

Robert  C 

Clme 

Lobbyist 

http  //calaccess  ss 
ca  gov/Lobbymg/ 
Lobbyists/ 

463 

James  P 

Jones 

Lobbyist 

http  //calaccess  ss 
ca  gov/Lobbymg/ 
Lobbyists/ 

554 


Ralph  Flynn 

Executive  Director  California  Teachers 
Association 

Sacramento  Bee 
8/28/1994  Page 

A1 

464 

Jerry  Hallisey 

Supporter  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  for  Senate 
in  1986 

Sacramento  Bee 

8/31/1986 

EDITORIALS 

Page  F04 

464 

Laura  Walker 
Jeffries 

California  Teachers  Association 
lobbyists 

http  //calaccess  ss 
ca  gov/Lobbying/ 
Lobbyists/ 

464 

Carl  G 

Brown  Sr 

CEO  California  Casualty  Company 

http  // www  calcas 
com/Corporate/a 
bout/abo  asp 

464 

Ted  Kolb 

Law  partner  of  Clay  Jackson 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

465 

Stephen  E 
Carlson 

Housing  industry  lobbyist 

http  //calaccess  ss 
ca  gov/Lobbying/ 
Lobbyists/ 

466 

Leslie  S 

Spahnn 

Transportation  industry  lobbyist 

http  //calaccess  ss 
ca  gov/Lobbying/ 
Lobbyists/ 

Otto  Boz 

Assistant  to  Governor  Pete  Wilson 

Los  Angeles 

Times  2/25/1990 
Page  A  3 

475 

John  Davies 

Legal  appointment  secretary  for 

Governor  Pete  Wilson 

Los  Angeles 

Times  6/1 1/1995 

Page  A  1 

476 

David 

Pierpont 

Gardner 

President  University  of  California  1983 
1992 

Los  Angeles 

Tunes  3/20/1992 

Page  A  26 

476 

Henry  Tnone 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

478 

Gene 

Benedetti 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  and  owner  of 
Clover  Dairy 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

478 

Leroy 

Lounibos  Jr 

Attorney  and  personal  friend  of  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

478 

Janice  Rogers 
Brown 

Associate  Justice  California  Supreme 
Court  1996  to  date 

California  Blue 

Book 

481 

MingW  Chin 

Associate  Justice  California  Supreme 
Court  1996  to  date 

California  Blue 

Book 

481 

555 


Gavin 

Newsom 

Member  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  1997  to  date 

http  //www  ci  sf  c 
a  us/bdsupvrs/sup 
ervisors/newsom 
htm 

484 

Carole 

Migden 

California  State  Assemblymember  1996 
2002 

California  Blue 

Book 

484 

556 


Frank  R  Wolf 

US  Congressman  from  Virginia  1980 
to  date 

http  //www  house 
gov/wolf/ 

486 

Richard  C 
Shelby 

United  States  Senator  from  Alabama 

1 987  to  date 

http  //shelby  senat 
e  gov/ 

486 

Tracey  Buck 
Walsh 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  and  one  of 
three  non  civil  service  deputies,  m 
Attorney  General  Dan  Lungren  s  office 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

487 

Sue  Ellen 
Woolndge 

Friend  of  Quentin  L  Kopp  and  one  of 
three  non  civil  service  deputies  in 
Attorney  General  Dan  Lungren  s  office 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

487 

Kerry  Lynn 
Mazzoni 

California  State  Assemblymember  1995 
to  date 

California  Blue 

Book 

487 

Terrence 

Faulkner 

Candidate  for  Republican  nomination  for 
Senate  against  Quentin  L  Kopp  1990 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify)  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

490 

Jim  Wachob 

Democratic  nominee  for  state  Senate 
who  ran  against  Quentin  L  Kopp  1990 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

6/3/1990  Page 
SUNDAY 

PUNCH  Page  1 

490 

Pat  Fitzgerald 

Candidate  for  Democratic  nomination  for 
state  Senate  who  ran  against  Quentin  L 
Kopp  1990 

(otherwise  unable 
to  verify)  Quentin 

L  Kopp 

491 

Art  Pulaski 

Secretary  General  California  Federation 
of  Labor 

Los  Angeles 

Times  10/6/2002 

Page  1 

492 

John  Henning 

Ret  Secretary  General  California 
Federation  of  Labor 

Sacramento  Bee 
3/30/1986 

Business  Page 

B09 

492 

George 

Schultz 

Member  Super  Bowl  XIX  Steering 
Committee 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

493 

Tim  Hodson 

Director  Center  for  California  Studies 
California  State  University  Sacramento 

494 

Larry  Morse 

Chief  of  Staff  to  Milton  Marks 

Oral  History  of 
Milton  Marks 

495 

Paul 

McKaskle 

Appointed  special  master  to  draw 
legislative  district  boundaries  in  1990 

Sacramento  Bee 

June  30  1995 

497 

Page  A20 


557 


\ 


John  Riordon 

Jackie  Speier  s  Democratic  Party 
primary  opponent  in  1998 

http  //pnmary98  s 
s  ca  gov/Retums/s 
tsen/0800  htm 

498 

Nicholas  C 
Petris 

California  State  Senator  1967  1997 

California  Blue 

Book 

502 

Dave  Connor 

Friend  and  supporter  of  Quentin  L 

Kopp 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

503 

Don  Werbe 

Owner  of  the  Best  Western  Hotel  m 

South  San  Francisco  and  had  contributed 
money  to  Kopp  and  were  supporters 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

503 

Bob  Werbe 

Brother  of  Don  Werbe 

Quentin  L  Kopp 

503 

Eugene  T 
Gualco 

Superior  Court  judge  Sacramento 

County 

Sacramento  Bee 
7/27/2000  Page 

B2 

504 

Bruce  B 
Brugmann 

Publisher  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Guardian 

San  Francisco 

Bay  Guardian 

508 

Terry  Francke 

Lobbyist,  California  First  Amendment 
Coalition 

Sacramento  Bee 
8/4/1996  Page 

A3 

508 

Thomas  W 
Newton 

Lobbyist  California  Newspaper 

Publishers  Association 

Sacramento  Bee 
6/2/97  Page  IBM 

509 

